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Forward

Dear Reader,

You hold in your hand a publication which is the resutt of an inspiring
three step project. The result of a unique idea coupled with commit-
ted people. responsibility and emotions, it reflects the beginning of a
fruitful cooperation between Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation - Regional
Office Sofia and Bosfor Obshtestvo - Bulgara, which brought to world
possibilities for both personal and organizational growth.

The project executed from May 2001 to May 2002 gave the chance
to 60 young people to experience the charms of interculturat learn-
Ing. We are proud to have been able in the project to see young
people becoming active citizens and reflecting deeper on the reali-
ties and the chalienges of the future of the Balkan countries. The es-
tablished Bosporus Group - Tirana and Bosporus Group - Skopje rises
the hope for new cooperation activities on the Balkans and evergoing
learning possibliities for Youth.

The present publication contains within its covers the meanders of alf
three seminars. bringing to taste the full flavour of the variety of ali
aspects discussed. This is made with the belief that in this way more
people will be indirectly informed. It includes various information on
the programme schedules, some participants’ presentations, personal
impressions and experlences, that we hope will be inferesting ond use-
ful to the Balkan Youth.

The information is designed in a way following the actual project de-
velopment and structured in three main chapters revealing the three
seminars.

e St s Rt e i T

We are grateful for the support of the whole staff of the offices of
Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation in Sofia and Skopje.

We are grateful fo all the people who supported us in ali the stages of
the projec implementation and thus made possible the great variety
of visited institutions and shared knowledge.

We are grateful to all the participants that took active part in all the
discussions and made bright planning for the future.

Finally we are grateful o Mrs. Regine Schubert for her devotion to the
idea, her professionalism and enormous patience.

With this publication we complete the circie of only one idea and we
leave to you the responsibility to walk with us towards a brighter Bal-
kan Future, because a considerable change can only be reached
with joint efforts.

Yours faithfully,
On the behalf of

On the behalf of Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation

Bosfor Obshtestvo - Bulgaria

C\Bane,

Ms. Emillia lleva

Regional Office - Sofia

Mr. Pentcho Houbtchev



About Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation

"intemational co-operation is far too important to be leff fo govemments alone”
Willy Branat

History

The Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung or FES (Stiftung is the German word for foundation)
was founded in 1925 as a political legacy of the Germany's first democratically
elected president, Friedrich Ebert, who died in that year.

Ebert, Social Democrat of humble origins, had risen to hotd the highest office in
his country despite conciderable opposition from his political adversaries. He
assumed the burden of the presidency in a country which was crisis ridden fol-
lowing its defeat in World War 1. His personal experience led him to propose the
establishment of o foundation with a threehold aim:

« Furthering a democratic, pluralistic political cutture by means of political edu-
cation for all classes of soclety ’

« Facilitating access to higher education for gifted young people by providing
scholarships '

» Contributing to internationai understanding and co-operation wherever pPOossi-
ble to avert a fresh outbreak of wor and conflict.

The Foundation, which was immediately bonned by the Nazi in 1933 and
reestablished until 1947 after World War I, continues today those aims and has
developed extensive programs in each of the above mentioned areas.

Infemational Co-operation

Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation has offices In the OECD countries, in Central and
Eastern Europe, the former Soviet Unlon and the Middle East. There are officesin
Africa, Latin America and Oceania as well, Together with its partners in the trade
unions, education and research, public administration, local government and
varlous social groups and organizations the foundation fosters dialogue omongst
alt democratic forces with the aim of bringing about a balance of interest, solv-
ing conflicts and developing policy options.
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In the reform states of Eastern Europe the foundation is involved in supporting
the transition to market economy and establishing a civit society.

Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation in Bulgoria

Already before the changes in eastern Europe during the 70°s and 80's Friedrich-
Ebert-Foundation Invited scientists from Bulgaria to the Federol Republic of Ger-
many and provided scholarships to talented young Buigarians. This led to a
continous dialogue between inferested Germans and Bulgarians.

With the beginning of the reforms in Bulgaria the foundation supported various
activities in the field of political education and fowards exchange of experience
with reform programs in Eastern Europe. In 1994 an office was opened in Sofia
which further enlarged the foundation activities in successful stoges. The foun-
dation provides support in the following fields/list of projects/:

+ Democracy and Institution Building:

Objectives: Stabiization of democratic structures, development of a culture of
democracy and strengthening of civil society

Partners: Parliement, political parties, Institute for Political and Legat Studies, In-
stifute of Social Democracy

Projects: Training courses of Political Management, Barometer on the Develop-
ment of the Polifical Parties, Political Club (reguiar discussion forum).

« Decenfralisation and Local Government

Objectives: Self-sustainable local governments

Partners: Nationat Association of Municipdiities in Repubilic of Bulgaria, Founda-
tion “Alternatives”

Projects: Tax reform for local governments, reform of the legal framework for
local governments, training on budgetary skills for local government administra-
tions, local sustainable economic deveiopment.

« Labour Relations and Sociai Security

Obijectives: Labour relations system based on tripartism, strengthening frade unions
and employer's organizations

Partners: Ministry of labour, KNSB, Podkrepa, ETUC, ICFTU
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Projects: Labour law revision, improvement of social security code, training of
frade union officials, tripartite activities.

* Youth Programme

Objectives: Participation of youth in civit soclely and politics, creating a regional
network of young leaders

Pariners: YES-Bulgarla, Bosfor Obshtestvo-Bulgaria, youth organizations of politi-
calparties

Projects: Unempioyed youth, youth and higher education, youth and EU, simu-
lation games on politics, Balkan Youth's Past and Future (serles of regional
seminars).

* EU Integration

Objectives: Promotion of EU integration, information of the public on changes
and problems of EU accession, capacity building within Bulgarian institutions
Partners: European Policy Forum, Economic Institute of the Bulgarian Academy
of Science, Parlioment

Projects: EU monitoring (studies, seminars and publications), study programmes
In Brussels, studies on economic progress, short term consultancy.

* Regional Co-operation:

Objectives: Enhancement of regional co-operation to foster political stability
and economic development in the region

Partners: Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe, national governments, research
institutes, NGOs

Projects: Cross-border programmes, social and employment policy, local gov-
emment, minority rights, kabour relations, pariamentary co-operation, fight against
cornuption, dialogue between civil soclety and military. youth co-operation.

About Bosfor Obshtestvo - Bulgaria

"Connecting cultures by mutual dialogue*

"Bosfor Obshtestvo - Bulgaria” is a non-governmental, non-profit organization. It
has been registered in 1999 by students from Polfiticat Science and Sociology
Departments, Sofia University "St.Kiiment Ohridski”. “Bosfor Obshtestvo - Bulgaria”
Is one of five registered and independent organizations sharing the same idea
ond acting under the same name: Bosporus. So far there are Bosporus Organiza-
tions in Germany, Greece, Turkey, Romania and Bulgaria which are supported
by the so-called Bosporus Groups formed in Boshia and Herzegovina, Albania,
Macedonia/FYROM., Serbia and Montenegro, Slovenia, Hungary and Spain. They
all together form the Bosporus International Network.

By means of their project-related work the members aspire to inspire personal
responsibility, social activism and civic devotion as preconditions for a culture of
democracy and peace; to promote the role 6f non-formal education and life-
long learning as a way of bringing greater awareness to the people; to foster
intermational cooperation and cross-border initiatives. *

The Network aims af: *

+ Fighting against prejudices and ethnocentrism

« Stimulating wider civic participation of youth

* Inspiring social activism and civic responsibility

* Raising multiethnic awareness

+ Maintaining greater empathy for cultural diversity

« Promoting respect and mutual understanding

* Extract from The Bosporus Network Protocol signed on 25 of May 2003, Plovdiv.,
Bulgaria



Si@p One The Missing Link?

In-between Central Planning
and Participatory Democracy

In 1989, with the collapse of the communist regime, Buigaria ventures on its way
to democracy and market economy. Two years later by declaring its independ-
ence from Yugoslavia, Macedonia/FYROM undertakes the same radical change,
followed shortly afterwards by Albania. This shift from a centrally planned
economy and authoritarian state is a step upward and forward requiring a radi-
cal break with the past in all spheres of politicat, sociol and economic life. The
hesitance these three Balkan countries show at first results in more difficutties on
the way and at present the countries are still attempting to rise out of the transi-
tional quagmire.

The seminar “The Missing Link: In-between Centrat Planning and Participatory
Democracy” aims at clearing the concepts of transitions to democracy and
reaching a comparable level of a . post-totatitarion reality”. Since real democ-
racy requires mature, tolerant, responsible citizens, the seminar attempts to make
participants aware both of the burdens of the inherited past and the basic truth
that democracy is helpless without its citizens.

Therefore the present project examines the main hindrances in each of the coun-
tries for the development of a vital civil society. It refers to the communist past ds
astepping stone and a precondition for the present situation, but focuses on the
challenges civil society faces today. While reflections on civil society inevitably
goes together with the perceptions of a civic culture, the seminar raises the issue
of getting politically involved and helps young participants realize the impor-
tance of taking civit responsibilities.

The seminar emphasizes that democracy is not merely freedom and the ab-
sence of repression; that democratic institutions are empty structures without
the belief that they are helpful to the needs of society: that individual rights
cannot be preserved If the public does not know what those rights are; that for
the rule of law, pluralism and all other features of liberal, participatory democ-
racy people need a civic culfure, the seminar challenges youth to focus on how
to become better citizens.

In the some time this seminar continues the diclogue between these three Bal-
kan countries that have much common to share In their historic development
and cutturat traditions and serves as a basis for an intensified intellectual and
cultural exchange.
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Seminar Agenda
(Koprivstitza - Sofia, Bulgaria)
11 - 15 May, 2001

20:00 Opening session

Presentation of “Bosfor Obshtestvo - Bul-
garia” - Ms, Emilia lfeva

Presentation of Friedrich - Ebert - Stiftung
- Ms. Regine Schubert

20:30 Welcome dinner

"Honey and Bread” or Bulgarian Na-
tional Cuisine

12.056.2001
Balkan Transitions to Democracy

9:15 - 10:30 Presentations:

Emilia fieva - "The Third Wave of De-
mocratization: Central Planning and
Democracy at Tial”

Milcho Uzunov - "Aspects of Balkan
Transitions to Democracy - Albanio, Bul-
garia, Macedonia”

Nikolay Gerov - "Political Influence on
the Economy of the States in Transition
to Democracy”

10:30 - 11:00 Discussion
11:30 - 12:30 Presentations

Dinko Gospodinov - "The Therapeutic
State” and the Process of Transition”

Nenad Markovic - "Perceptions of De-
mocracy”

12:30 - 13:00 Discussion
14:00 - 15:30 Presentations

Blendina Busti- "Adapting a “Working”
Model of Democracy in Albania:
Democratic Failures and Acquisitions”

Experience Lefters - Extracts

We need this kind of seminars to know
beftter each other, to build up warm
fiiendship because as a result of this, in
the future we will be more prepared to
solve our problems in peaceful ways.
Desdemona Gaba

The most positive thing for me was the
fact that offer this seminar | started to
feel the kind of strength inside of me,
which 1 didn 't feel for so long. It wos the
voice Inside of me that use to repeat
to me: you con do something, every
one of us can do something and ail fo-
gether we can make this world a bet-
ter ploce.

Edlira Xhata

1liked very much the initial idea of the
seminar and the selection of countries
that fook part init. Macedonia, Buigaria
and Albania have been “faraway, so
close” for the past 80 years, so it is very
important to (re)establish normal com-
munication between them on every
level. Big infrastruciural projects like
"Corridor 8” and "AMBO " are very im-
portant, butitis also important, as much
as thot, fo establish a network of com-
munication between the students,
NGOs, future leaders and youth in gen-
eral in order to overthrow the preju-
dices of the past.

lija Milcevski

That was a seminar which widened my
horizons of knowledge and under-
standing, opened a few more perspec-
tives of the future, brought me frlends
which 1 om proud to know, helped me
fo understand some of the problems

1



Maja Smakova- 10 Years Macedonian
Transition to Democracy”

Neli Mihajlova & Vasilena Sekulova -
“The Influence of the Past Soclal Tradi-
tions and the Present Sate of Civil Soci-
ely in Bulgaria”

16:30 - 16:00 Discussion

16:30 - 17:30 Presentations

Sonila Kaplani - * Albanian Youth Par-
ticipation in the Demociatization of the
Albanian Society (1990 - 2001)"

Petyr Vylkov - “ Analysis of Cultural De-
velopment in Bulgaria (1989 - 1993)"

Viadimir Mitev - “The Stranger” - A
Short Trip through the Rituals of Under-
standing”

17:30 - 18:30 Finat Discussion
18:30 - 20:00 Free time

20:00 "Cooking together & Dancing To-
gether” - National meals & National Mu-
sic from the participating countries

13.05.2001
9:15 - 10:30 Presentations

Vania vanova - "History Approaches
Buligarian Transition”

Klodiana Tosuni - “ldentity problems in
a “Post-Totalitarian” Albania”

Desdemona Gabao - "The political Dia-
logue in Albania: A Missing One? ”

Krasimir Genchev- "Historical Develop-
ment of the Balkans”

10:30 - 11:00 Discussion
11:30 - 12:30 Presentations

ija Milchevski- “Wstem Perceptions of
the Balkans & Youth Awareness of the
Reaiity”

of our countries, broke a lot of barniers
that | had for the others...
Milcho Uzunov

The seminor was a big provocation for
me. It put on the test my openness fo
accept new informotion and new in-
convenient ideas, my willingness fo
share, to free my mind from old propa-
gonda opinions, fo achieve knowledge
ond understanding about others. The
long and infensive discusslons about
democratization, civil soclety, eco-
nomy and our common fotalitarian
past made me aware not only of the
present political and social situation in
the three participating countries bit
also gave me the possibiiity to break up
with some nationdlistic prejudices of
mine and fo re-think the opportunities
for the future. not only national but aiso
common democratic development of
the three countries - Macedonia, Alba-
nia and Bulgario.

Vasilena Sekulova

The thing | liked best was that the par-
ticipants had time to communicate
with each other outside the debate
room. That way we were able to ex-
press ourselves freely, because the for-
mal style of communication to some
extent prevents that to happen. Dur-
ing the informal communication proc-
ess we had the chance to learn more
about each other and about the
countrles we represented. Having this
information datfabase, we were able o
exchange cultural elements, The next
step of course was the mutual ideas.
We exchanged ideas for a future joint
venture, ond for future projects.

Peter Valkov
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Plamen Bradvarov - "The way to Eu-
rope: A Successful Model of Overcom-
ing Historical Contradictions”

12:30 - 13:30 Discussion
14:30 - 15:30 Evaluation
16:30 - 17:00 Sightseeing
17:30 Departure for Sofia
21:00 Meeting with the hosts
14.05.2001 Lecturers:

10:00 - 11:00

Dr.Georgi Dimifrov - Sociology Depart-
ment, Sofia University - “Facing Europe
to Rethink the National History”

11:30 - 12:30

Mrs. Roumniana Kolarova - Political Sci-
ence Deportment, Sofia University - “The
Transition between the Party State and
Participatory Democracy”

14:00 - 15:30

Prof. van lichev - History Department,
Sofia University - “The Short Bulgarian
XXth Century”

15:30 - 16:30 Discussion

17:00 - 19:00 Sightseeing in Sofia
20:00 Dinner & Cultural Activities
15.05.2001

09:00 Meeting

09:30 - 10:30 Evaluation

11:00 - 12:00 Press Conference
15:00 Departure

The most important thing was that the
seminar was planned in a special mo-
ment - the situation in Macedonia. If its
development Is positive It will prove the
political wisdom of the local leaders
and fo show the infemational commu-
nity that a new principle emerged, that
tolerance and democracy are oc-
cepted. Every little step to that aim
would make our countries peaceful
and therefore, the whole picture of
that part of the word would be more
clear. So our ethnical model could be
anexample fora conflict solution and
to get rid of the negative viewpoinfs.

Nikolay Gerov

The part | really liked is when we
stressed what are the good and the
bad points of our previous regimes and
the good and bad points of the fransi-
tion period. lwas pleased to notice that
more or less we all share similar experi-
ences. We afl come against the same
problems and dilemmas and with this
seminarl think we also sharedwaysond -
methods of overcoming some prob-
lems. When we speak about this ques-
fion, it is very important fo point out that
isolation Is the problem that has been
tearing apart the Balkans. By orgoniz-
ing this kind of seminars we break the
wall between our nations. This wall wos
the main divider many fimes and
brought us many problems.

Nenad Markovic

We are in the wave and we make the
wave move.
prof. Georgl Dimitrov



The Third Wave of Democratization:
Democracy at Trial *

By Emilia lieva (Bulgaria)

Background

Today. as we are facing the'world of year 2000, democracy seems the most
common form of government. Since 1974 we witness a process that Samuel
Huntington defined as “the third wave of democratization” which has initially
started with the democtatization of Southern Europe, moved to Latin America
and Asia and finally reached its crest in 1989 with the collapse of the communist
regimes in Central and Eastern Europe and the disintegration of USSR. These
events tempted some political scientists to conclude that Western liberat
democracy is destined to friumph everywhere and therefore prociaimed the
“end of history“(Francis Fukuyama).

Definitions

| believe that ali reflections on democracy are doomed to remain rootiess
words without a methodological framework. Therefore only for the purpose of
a better understanding of the selected theme, here follows a “definition” of
democracy. And if | am willing to try to define something as "undefinable” as
democracy it Is only becouse years on end | have found it one of the biggest
challenges for political scientists. SHil this is the only way to justify the efforts of
any theoretical thinking.

So. democracy...." encompasses extensive protections for individual and group
freedoms, inclusive pluralism in civil soclety as well as party politics, civilian
control over the military, institutions to hold officeholders accountable, and
thus a strong rule of law secured through on independent, impartial judiciary...”
This is @ definition of democracy that | have found the most suitable for the
purposes of the present paper. It belongs fo Larry Diamond and is taken from
the book “Consolidating the Third Wave Democracies”.

Focus

The present paper will examine the third wave of democratization specifically

* This poper refers fo the definitions nod conclusions on fransitions fo democracy, as ex-
pressed by Philiope Schmitter and imco Brouwer in their working paper “Conceptuaiizing.
Researching and Evaluating Democracy Promotion and Priotection”
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emphasizing the main new characteristic of the process: the intemational aspects
of transitions o democracy. If earlier political scientists who have studied the
pattems of transitions to democracy were placing extensive atftention to the
importance of concrete domestic determinants viewed as obligatory
preconditions for democracy. the Third wave of democratization shifted their
attention to the subtler question of the international influences on
democratization processes. In this way their main concern became the specific
role of the “foreign” actors.

Third Wave of democratization

The most discussed outcome of the Third wave of democratization is the fact
that “modern liberal democracy” has emerged as the only legitimate political
regime in most, if not all parts of the world. All “regime changers” at least
proclaim that their intention is to consolidate some form of democracy.

Therefore during the 80's and especially during the 90°s this literally "invited”
the so-called established democracies fo play the role of “exporters” of
democracy. Moreover they seemed increasingly convinced that their
institutions, rights and practices provide the “model” applicable worldwide.

Truth obliges us to point out that since 1974 over fifty countries have attempted
to transit toward different types of liberal political democracy.

Another definition

Tronsition is a term that usually implies a change of political regimes that is
viewed in the direction of different forms of autocracy towards different types
of democracy. (The focus of the paper is not the different cases of fransitions,
which are defined by Schmitter and Brouwer as: pact, imposition, reform and
revolution) Still 1 would like to draw your attention to three different processes
that have been observed within the broader definition of transition.

1.Political liberalization - a process determined by increasing quantity and quality
of political liberties and by encouraging destabilization and eventual collapse
of autocratic regimes

2.Democratization - a process that establishes minimal democratic regimes

3.Consolidation of demociacy - a process that aims at survival of newly
established democracies by introducing elements of predictability in an effort
to avoid a relapse to autocracy.

The Intemational Context
While discussing the transitions to democracy we should be aware of the role
played by different actors not only within a specific country but also on an
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international level. The intemational influence on the hransitions to democracy
Ismanifested In a variety of ways the most important from which are: the direct
influence of different western governments, the multicultural organizations
developing activities in a global context and the muttilaterat organizations with
a regional scope of activities. All these do play on important role on the
democratization processes even if it was often underestimated.

Itis true that the role of the internationat organizations is not as visible as any
other form of direct government policies, yet the variety of private associations.
charitable organizations, social units and alike often played key roles in the
countries establishing democracies by introducing variety of programs aiming
at democracy promotion or consolidation. These international influences made
possible a new approach towards democracy. If we assume that every process
of democratization is inevitably bounding domestic and forelgn participants,
the new trend of the process changed what was determined as “prerequisites”
for democracy into “products of democracy”. In this context it becomes clear
how and why there is a new definition of democracy that is getting more and
more popular: “Democracy as a method or procedure of government”.

Within these reflections it seems also easier to understand the appearance of
two new disciplines of political thought. Lately the so-called . iransitology” and
“consolidology” are playing greoter and greater role in the studies of
democratization processes. Moreover they have reached some Iimportant
conclusions that t would like to shortly summarize:

* Alldemocratizing countries since 1974 have been affected by similar diffusion
across national and regional borders

« The infernational processes through which they have leamt have been growing
stronger over time.

* The instruments of international assistance have evolved and proliferated
into so-called Democracy Promotion and Protection programs.

Democracy Promotion and Protection

Definition: " Democracy Promotion & Protection consists of all overt and
voluntary activities adopted. supported and (directly orindirectly) implemented
by foreign actors explicitly designed to coniribute to the political liberalization
of autocratic regimes, democratization of autocratic regimes or consolidation
of democracy in specific reciplents countries.”

The above stated definition belongs to Philippe Schmitter and imco Brouwer
and is taken from an unpublished working paper entitled: “Conceptualizing,
Researching and Evaluating Democracy Promotion and Protection”,
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While Democracy Promotion is focused mainly on the political liberalization
and democratization as explained earlier in the text, the Democracy Protection
is focused on the consolidation of democracy.

The complexity of these processes is in the multilevel influence that they exercise:
from a state level, 1o the level of political society and down to the civil society
level that transmits it fo the individual citizens. This multi-level, pyramidal influence
could be seen as two main phases of democracy assistance:

» Democracy promotion starts at the political level and therefore deals mainly
with Issues concerning political movements and political parties.

« Democracy Protection has a wider range of activities and the programs cover
issues of Civic Education, Media, Judiciary, Legisiature, Police, decentralization
and so on.

it should be noted that these divisions are simple theorization. While this is just a
model that reality quite often proves inadequate it is still @ good reference
point before we “jJump” in any case of transitions to democracy.

Final "Excuses”

The aim of this paper was not to reach conclusions. Moreover it was not to
provide you with any tools for a better understanding of the cases of the
transitions to democracy, experienced by the three countries we are
representing.

it has humble aspirations: o heighten our awareness on the complexity of the
transition processes within the internal/external influences and to deepen our
understanding only on the unpredictability of the final outcomes.
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10 Years Macedonian
Transition to Democracy

By Maja Smakova (Macedonia)

The wave of deep structural distractions and changes that hit the countries of
the Eastern and Central Europe did not pass even Republic of Macedonia. The
end of the 80's brought social and ethnicat fensions and conflicts In the ex-
Yugoslavian federation.

in that period Macedonia with unstable economy and ethnical relations
succeeded to overcome the danger of unstability ond conflict, to accept
undemocratic solutions in the process of political changes, to govern peacefully
and to create its own independence. Political democratic processes, market
economy changes and its enormous efforts for international recognition are
still going in Macedonia. But Macedonia has internal potential and strength to
intensify those political and democratic changes, to improve human rights
(including those of the minorities), through stimulating market economy and
privatization, to strengthen and to make its own economy more prospective. If
that potential is completely activated, with its market directed economy,
parliomentary, political and democratic institutions as welt as with the structures
of the civil soclety, that Macedonia is building very fast in order to join the big
family of democratic and free countries and nations of United Europe.

After declaring its independence Macedonia opened ifs way to the democracy
and market economy. By taking this big step started a new era in the
development of Macedonia, started a perlod of transition and radical break in
the politics and economy which is one step towards association and Integration
in to the European Union. Another very important condition that Macedonia
has to achleve is to fulfill the basic format properties of democracy, which are
constitutional guarantees of basic rights and freedoms, partiamentary
reperesentation, division of power and the rule of law.

As a young country Macedonia Is on its way to achleve these properties by
creating democratic institutions, fair, secret, correct and democratic elections
with free right to vote for all the citizens in the country and free education to
everyone, free media, independent courts, protection of human rights. if seems
that this last princilpe is the most important and popular for Macedonia and
the whole Balkans during the last period. In Macedonia 33% of the population
are minoritites such as Albanians, Turks, Romas, Serbs...efc. Beside that
Macedonia Is doing everything to give normal and peaceful life to the citizens.
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During the last ten years it has become an Inevitable practice for every
government in Macedonia to enter a codiition with the political parties from
the Albanian minority. In the current coaiition goverinment, the political party
of the Macedonian Albanians holds four key minister seats and several deputy
positions. There are 28 Albanian MPs in the 120 seat Macedonian parliament.

Minority rights are extended to maximum when education is concemed. The
Albanian minortty In the country has educationin its own mother language up
to and including University level (a brandnew Albanian Language University is
under construction at the moment). Many TV and radio stations in Macedonia
broadcast have full programmes in Albanian. There are numerous Albanian
daily newspapers, magazines and literature printed in Macedonia. The Albanians
have free right to their religion and there are many mosques in every city and
every village in Macedonia. Albanians in Macedonia hold high-ranking
executive positions in public enterprices, army, police, local government etc.
The Macedonian army and police have Albanian generals and other high-
ranking officers. In the municipalities where Albanians are more than 205 of the
population Albanian language is the official ianguage of the communication.
This is just a smalt fragment of the enormous amount of rights given to the
Albanians in Macedonia. it is proved by the fact - in 1999 Macedonia
welcomed 400 000 Albanian refugees from Kosovo into Macedonia during tha
NATO ottacks of Yugoslavia. Macedonia’s stability was sacrificed in the name
of humanity.

Beisde all this Macedonia is still doing the best to keep good relations between
all the people in Macedonia, to overcome the transitional period, o create
good economic and political stable country. We all know that it takes fime, it
needs a lot of changes and saciifices, because leaving the past and moving
on to a new civil society face many difficulties. Macedonia is trying to create
one democratic country and to reach the level to fully participatory democracy.
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Political Dialogue in Albania
By Desdemona Gaba (Albania)

Personally I am a member of an Albanian political party Youth forum since
1996 and a member of the Head too. And being near to the different political
situations | have had the possibility to know better some of the Albanian politicat
leaders and their way of communication and tying to be real leaders. So, | will
try to discuss here with you about political diclogue in Albania and the
importance of this diologue in a new democratic soclety.

We come from similar ex-dictatorial systems and we have seen and lived the
bad situations that our countries inherited from, in every field. Asthe reformsin
public administration, in social policy, in economic transformations, the new
democratic society needs more than everything does the responsibllity of the
leadership. The key elements as the public resposibliity, the respect for the
different thoughts, the respect for human rights and the rule of law that are
new "terms” for the countries in transition, need 1o be taken into consideration
by the new political leaders.

The contradictions between the political parties in Albania have originated
from the old ways of communication when one must be the most important of
the smartest. Between ruiing parties and opposition parties there is no diclogue,
they are not used to share Ideas, to discuss together about principal problems
of the country or other important issues. And here come the problems because
if it seens to be a political party’s problems soon it becomes country’s problems.

The Youth forums of the main political parties have organized many seminars
on different topics but with main goal to know better each other, to become
friends. And in this seminar we have shared the same ideas abouth youth
problems as the unemployment, the educatlion, the emigration, etc. However
we have been like different parties with different programmes.

One year ago the main Albanian politicat parties Youth forums have reached
a "Code of Conduct”, to give an example of collaboration to our political
parties, to give the Idea that is coming a new air of becoming good and
successful politicians, Because we live in a fime when human development
aims fo expand people’s choices for better life and the most significant choices
are those that are guaranteed by the rights and freedoms of expression,
organization and participation.
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In these transition years we have understood that disagreements in politics
provoke disagreement in economic stabliity, social stability and finally influences
the integration in European civic socleties. Therefore the dialogue between
politicians of the whole political spectrum, center, right and left is very important
especially in a country with big problems in every field. We do not deserve this.
Albania is a country of great culture and an antique civilization. We have to
establish mechanism between our countries to continue sharing ideas and
experiences, we also look forward to work together in a variety of international
democratic principles and activities.

We cre in the wave and we make the wave move
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The Influence of the Past Social Traditions
and the Present Sate of Civil Society in Bulgaria

By Vasitena Sekulova and Neli Mihallova (Buigaria)

The Western civil society is a historically established phenomenon, result of a
slow century-old evolution: which means emancipation of determinate public
spaces and the building of mediating links between the state and the individual.

Civil society is the public place where the citizens can declare own interests
and opinions as public figures, as participants in the civil community, and as
people engaged In debates and in social activities which they have chosen
on they own free initiative.

The post-totdiitarian period in the development of our region begins with a
revolution from above (supported from below) and a quick radicat change of
the political system and the economic model. At first sight all political, law and
administrative preconditions for the forming of a civil soclety exist, But practically,
things are different despite of the constant speculating about civil society. The
classical civil societies have won thelir freedom from the state but the civit society
in the post-totalitarian reality had to be created by the state. Historically this is
a completely opposite logic of development caused by the so-called late
progress. To an adequate civil soclety do not respond the political, free e!ecﬂon.s,
market economy, independent law system, and freedom of association and
press. The democratic state system was interested in bullding up o natural partner
as a measure of its own democratism. And here is the theoretical challenge -
despite the presence of the necessary political and normative frame is it possible
fast consolidating of the structures of civil society? And if it is not possible (we
are stilt far away from this in Bulgaria ten years after the changes) - then - what
are the reasons for this and what are the perspectives?

One of the main obstacles in the process of establishment of an adequate civil
society is the tradition - the presence of some and the lack of others. A lot of
cuttural and historicat facts in the Bulgarian history are an obstacie on the way
to the fulfiliment of civil society, The long Turkish rule has the following
consequences: 1, Late progress (low level of industrialization and urbanization);
2. The hostile attitude toward the state administration and finally the accepting
of that part of the Oriental culture which is characterized by its obvious
communal aspects. The individual feels a part of the community (famlly, locai,
social, ethnical) which expresses its dreams, fights and obligations. The liberal
and the individual vaiues, the Idea for the active independent person are not
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so developed. All this determinated our past - the Bulgarian society was broken
more easily by the totalitarian wave than the Central European societies. But
our historical route contains other fendencies, which can be transferred to our
times and transformed into successful practices. First of alt these are those parts
of the traditional culture, which are universal and the base of every
development: the diligence, the love for the land, the high professionat moral
of the old craftsmen, the hablits for cooperation, the vivid sense for social
solidarity and the multiethnical tolerance.

Here nowadays we can see the plebeian, anarchistic democratism, the lack
of strongly centralizing tendencies, the limited influence of the Orthodox Church
in the field of personal choice consciousness. Unfortunately a big part of these
traditions were lost through the years. To the positive part of the inherited fradition
we can add the strong aspiration of the individual for independence and
freedom of assoclation. In our cultural history there are a lot of Influential heralds
of individualistic values. Although they were not dominating they had a high
polemical potential. They could not define the common social attitude but
they undermined the bases of the fraditional patriarchal system. They were the
opposition against the dominating until the end of the totalitarian period
peasant culture. That peasant cutture was emanation of the traditional society
and the relations of solidarity in the family. It was hostile toward the political
power and the clty because the city was the site of this power. And alot of the
intellectuals and the political elite were the bearer of this peasant culture. Out
of the community man is lost. The urban culture is characterized by the lack of
confidence in the state and the city.

The totalitarian period carried new paradoxes with itself. Despite its cult to the
industrialization and modernization It was a continuer of the spirit of the
traditionat society. It destructed the old peasant-patriarchat system but it made
a cult for the peasant culture. It created artificial spit of community but
practically destiucted the traditional communities and kept under control the
new created professional communities, which became a reason for total
alienation. The totalitarian system was against individualism but actually with
its attitude prepared the society for the individual vaiues. The totalitarism
destroyed not only the young traditions of the civil society in Bulgaria but aiso
the vulnerabie roots of the democratic culfure. All these make the retumn to the
former and normal situation more complicated.

The democratic changes in 1989 mark the retumn to the urban culture. With the
meetings and demonstrations that came with the changes starts the revaluation
of the urban space. The first few years of the post-totdiitarian period couldn’t’
overcome the system of family relations and solidarity - just modified them. But
with the gradual course of the changes a process of ideological accepling of
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the liberal democratic values begins. This starts influencing on the attitude of a
bigger part of the people, iInfluence related to the creation of a new civil culture.
A consciousness for standing up for civil rights appears. And thisis a precondition
for forming the structures of civil society. As a result every attempt to restore
the fotalitarian system which carries the old social traditions seems to be
impossibie. The creation of those social relations, which are the base of civil
society, proceeded by the restoration of all the civil and political rights. The
censorship was officially eliminated. Public space, which is a natural successor
of the urban culture from the years after the Liberation, appeared. Although
the succession can be traced back, the appearance of the conception of the
society as a civil one is also a consequence of the *import* of Western type of
modem state system. Bulgarians try to become Europeans, to become civilized.
But in order to make our civil cutture European two things are needed: 1.more
active. civil participation in the decision-making process (something that is very
difficult to be done having in mind the fotal desperation from the politics in
Bulgaria) and 2. the state should not construct the civil space anymore. t should
- only reguiate it.

After all Europe cannot be
identified only with the market
economy but also with the
public involvement in decision-
making and the standing up
for civil interests.

friendship

Political Influence on the Economy
of the States in Transition to Democracy

By Nikolay Gerov (Bulgaria)

The Southwest Europe is still in fransition ten years after the political changes.
We have already 1o answer the Important questions of the future of the region.
To what extent we belong to the European civilization? What kind of an
economic model would be better to choose in order to find the fulcrum? Is the
weltare on the Balkans possible? The approach must keep in fouch with reality
and respond the specific situation of every countty. There is a short review of
those topics.

The European East and West

A Bulgarian scientist, prof. lvan Batakliev, mentioned in 1940 that the Balkans
was an "an ununderstandable political broken area”. That was a result of the
diplomatic hostility between the neighbour countries, the aggressive
nationalism, the participation in different milifary unions and the relations
between the Great powers. The situation has not changed a lot and the
Peninsula became a synonyme of “intolerance”. Aithough it is particularly true,
some Waestern journalists “invented” additional conflicts due to their poor
knowledge languages of the region and the refusal to use locat information
sources.

There are some facts from the history, which prove the special cultural
development of the region:

* 395 - the Roman Empire was devided in two
« 1054 - the Eastern and the Catholic churches “divorced”

» 1453 - Constantinople was conquered and the Turks mighty reigned over that
part of the world

» 1945 - Yalta marked it as belonging to the shpere of the USSR

Our countries were a part of a united religion and ideologic system. Threfore,
they have common values. It wauld be facle to pretend that the culture here is
not European, but It is a different branch of the European civilisation.

The social aspects of the transition

Transition cannot be characterized with stabiiity. It is not easy to foresee its
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development. The main problem is that there Is a strong Impact of opposite
interests - the communtty body is broken In three main pleces:

* The group, which Is stucked to the tradition
» The defenders of the new practice
* The "fans” of foreign samples

Different minds about the identity and the future aims reign in the transition
socirty, which is disconnected, a slight resemblance of a stable and efficient
organisation of resolving prablems. People quarrel about their points of view,
but they cannot understand the other side (seen not as a pariner, but as an
enemy). The words have simply divergent meaning, because the roots of that
tit-for-tat relationship are the conflict of values. Foe example, "equity” could
be seen for their cross-purposes as a right to be treated equal without any
discrimination, but also as a right of one class to reign the state.

The decision-making may be various: the isolation of one group, civil war,
revolution, beginning of dialogue etc. All that means have different social price:
the growth of instability succeeding of finding a solution. It is necessary to get
known with the peopile’s aftitudes, because they are the backgrounds of the
transformation and could show the most acceptable way of acting.

Three models of relatioship between the political system and the economy
(centaral planning, free market, social democracy).

The features of that project are shown according to thr viewpoints of their
creators and they can be simplified in three pickets:

1. Political system

2. Economic system

3. Conclusions

As for the agents four kinds of participants could act:
* The State (8)

« The Companies (C)

« The average citizens (P1)

» The social outsiders (P2)

P2 have to be described briefly - poor and old men, disabled persons, refugees
etc. - they all belong to that group. It iives under the living standaid, its number
could increase in the time of transition and P2 will become a majority. They use
to dream about the previous stability (forget, that their human rights were
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violated) and are against the existing order. P2 feel isolated and have no
organisation. P2 wait for a leader - sooner of later they will find him if S does not
pay any attention on thelr problems. P2 are potentially dangerous for every
society. because they have nothing to lose and canrisk. The fallure in the struggle
of values would not change their status dramatically - thelr situation Is dramatic
any way. P2 are not patient - they want to five better now. Therefore P2 are the
main factor of the instability and an important part of an analysis.

I. Central Planning
1. Political system

$: one state party, controlled media, very partual criteria, the other is obsessed
by one ruling class.

C: no influence on the political system -

P1: only those, who respond the “high” requierments of the state party, can be
involved in the process and decision-making

P2: the same os P2, defenders of the existing order.
2. Economic system

S: main economic agent,produces a plan, which has to be completed, tries
to guess right the needs of C, P1 and P2, the officials have uncontrolied power,
can misuse it, work against the efficency of the economy.

C: have to complete the plan, try to mislead the planner about their abllities
and to be subsidized, work against the efficiency of the economy.

P1: have to put up with the standard of P2, their incomes are not higher than
the dole of P2 and prefer to become P2 instead of work hard.

P2: are piotected by S and are on the dole, try to mislead the planner and to
be given more real needs, work against the efficiency of the economy.

3. Cinclusions

The participation is limited, S is often misled and the plan is not reat, P1 and P2
don not like their equality, no contact between C ond P1, because they are
forced to use the “help” of S, only P2 have positive aftitude to S, everybody
become “lazy” - there Is lack of economic interest due 1o the Isolation. Central
planning brings unparticipatory economy. :

I. Free market
1. Political system
S: creates only the juridical frame of the political process
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C: have influence on the decision-making
P1: can express freely their political will, participate in the poiitics

P2: have the same political status as P1, but are not able to find their defenders
in the existing frame, against the order, thelr position resemble the situation of
P2 in the time of transition.

2. Economic system
S: just one of the actors, creates only the juridical frame of the competition.
C: can freely choose their sfrategies, try to moximize their profit

P1: are satisfied, have the chances to choose their best product, but feet the
hostility of P2

P2: live in poverty, isolated. lack of protection, against the system
3. Conclusions

Everybody has theoretically the chance to participate in the politics and
economy, but a part of the people cannot use the advantages of the free
market and become enemies of the project (P1 and P2 are too diffarent)

Iit. Social democracy

1. Politicat system

S: crates only the juridical frame of the pofitical process

C: have influence on the decision-making

P1: can express freely their political will, participate in the politics

P2: have the same political status as P1, are able to find their defenders in the
existing frame, defend the order

2. Economic system

S: one of the actors creates the juridical frame of the competition, produces a
plan for the integration of P2.

C: can freely choose their strategies, try to maximize their profit, are subsidized
by S to make discounts for P2.

P1. are satisfied, have the chance to choose their best product, pay taxes for
the integration of P2, but avold the hostility of P2,

P2: have higher living standard. feel protected ond integrated, defend the
system.

3. Conclusions
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Everybody has the chance to parficipate in the politics, the economy is efficient,
and the stabilitiy is growing up.

Which Is the best model?

The link between the political sysytem and the economy is still unclear. Some
of the Asian countries have central planning and welfare. That implement was
successfullly used by the Western countries in the management of the crisis
after 1945 and the chairman of those councils became the leaders of the
Europen integration afterwards. And the EU is one of the examples of the
cooperation between the countries. No countty has nowadays a fotally free
market. The decision on the role of the planning is obvious.

The different situations need flexible economic policy. Central planning fits well
in the time of global problems, when the companies are too weak to overwhelm
the foreign competition and have to be incouraged by the state. But the
possibility of power misuse exists and the democracy is not guaranteed. it must
be used very carefully.

Some scientists claim, that we have fo construct some kind of a theory of the
soclal process, if we are not able to find out the best one. That is a hit-or-mis
approach and it could not be the shrategy of Wilhelm Tell. Sometimes the “second
good decision” would bring a failure of the policy. Thus we live on the edge ina
world risk society, where it is not possible to use only standard prescriptions. But it
provokes the young leaders to work for the welfare of their countries.




S'ep TWO' The New Balkans

Facing United Europe

The fall of Iron Curtain and the collapse of the East-West block separation gives
to all European nations the unique opportunity to extend deeper the process of
integration and to create one united community. The Balkan people as an in-
separable part of this process firmly declare their willingness to integrate to the
European democratic space of “peaceful co-existence and tolerance”. At the
same time the end of the Cold war and so the end of the official communist
Ideology oppression brings to the fore out-dated nationalistic, ethnic and chau-
vinistic oppositions. At present this particular historic tradition seems to be of the
main hindrances for the whole Balkan region on its way of European integration.

The seminar The New Balkans Facing United Europe aims at trying to define new
strategies and search out different approaches to escape from this kind of his-
torically inherited, nationalistic way of thinking. as a result of which the reglon
has been often characterized as a problematic one.

The importance of the seminar is in pointing out the European community as a
successful model, which manages to integrate different, since hundreds of years
hostite nations. Therefore on the first place the seminar urges young people to
get awareness of the importance of cooperation on the Balkans as a precondi-
tion for becoming a compatible part of Europe.

On the other hand this seminar Is organized in order to bring together people
with different sociol and cultural backgrounds, who as members of thelr respec-
tive socleties pretend to be mature, responsible and tolerant citizens not only of
Macedonia/FYROM, Albanic and Bulgaria, but also citizens of United Europe.
Since the co-operation and co-existence between the civil societies in Europe
represents and contains the essence of the idea of a united, peaceful and toler-
ant European Community, we consider following this modei a valuable way to
overcome the present situation on the Balkans.

The youth Is the generation able to take the responsibiiity for the successful reali-
zation of this process. And this seminar has the purpose to give the opportunity
to the young people from Macedonia/FYROM, Albania and Bulgoaria, to discuss
about different soclal, political and cuttural topics, which untit now have been
considered only as a reason for separation and political tensions among the
Balkan people. it makes room for further and deeper discussions among the
broader circles In our socleties, which Inevitably leads to the finding of those
aspects, that common base, on which we together can build the foundations
of mutual understanding and our co-existence in the frame of the multinational
and multicultural Europe.
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Seminar Agenda

(Biagoevgrad-Sofia, Bulgaria)
16 - 21 November 2001

Opening Session

Presentation of Bosfor Obshtestvo - Bul-
gorla - Ms. Emilia lleva

Presentation of Friedrich Ebert Founda-
tion - Ms. Regine Schubert

17.11.2001
The Balkans and Europe: Identity,
Nationalism and Integration

9:30-11:00 Keynote speech

Prof. Albert Osbome, Chalrman of the
Dpt. Of Journalism and Mass Commu-
nication ot AUBG: “Fost vs. West: Col-
lective Indentity and infegration”

Discussion
11:15 -13:00 Presentations:

Nenad Markovic - “National Identities
vs. New European ldentity”

Milcho Uzunov- “Balkan Culture / Euro-
pean Cutture”

Discussion
14:30- 17:30 Presentations:

Ivo Darakchiev- “The Balkan National-
ism ot Question”

Arta Bunimi - “Concepts of New Multi- .

athnic Balkans”

Entela Bele - "Integration of Minorities’

on the Balkans: The Case of Roma Mi-
norities In Albania”

E o P

P Lefters -

informative and educational, funny
and amusing., yet at every moment
keeping a rational perspective, inspir-
ing and invigorating - an overall suc-
cess... | greatly value fthis experience
of mine for a number of important
reasons.

Firstly, through a set of panels, devel-
oping different aspects of the main
theme of the semincr, | as a participant
got an Insight info the concepls of
muitiethnic Balkans, the European poii-
cles, some economic issues, education
and NGOs sector, the structure and
the functioning of EU, just fo name a
few. Moreover, the depth of the pres-
entations was yet triggered by produc-
tive and beneficial discussions, thus cre-
aling o great process of exchange of
ideas and informal communicafion
among the porticiponts.

Valentina Stoeva

Hemingway has said that ideas just like
a plone taking off, need not only wings
but also a solid ground fo become
facts. | think that we have found this
ground and now we need fo take off.
It was during our discussions that |
learned a lof for the situation in the
other counties, for the attempls fo in-
tegrate in the EU. for the way NGOs are
working not only in Albania but in ofher
countries as well. | can say fully con-
vinced thot this seminar has increased
my professional knowledge, but also !
have leamed a lot about the cultural
life of the other countries.

Mira Zgjani
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Traditionat dishes from Bulgaria, Alba-
nia and Macedonia

18.11.2001

The European Union

and the New Balkans

Petya Pesheva - "Structure and Goals
of the European Union™

Emil Atanasovski - “The European Poli-
tics Towards the Balkans”

[1%:15- 1245 Pressrriafins
Emilia llieva - “The State of Bulgarian
Progress Towards the EU”

Nena Trikovska - “Progress and Obsta-
cles on the Macedonian Way towards
EU”

Okela Zhuiati - * Albanian Progress To-

wards the EU - Meeting the Copenha-
gen’s Criteria”

Heviola Sherifi- “Political Agenda of the
European integration in Albania”

19.11.2001
Steps of the Balkan Way to Europe

Tihomir Dimifrov - “A Concurrent Bal-
kan Economy: the Main Challenge on
the Way to Europe”

1 really loved the idea that we could
present the subjects ourselves, discuss-
ing and sharing information afterwards
regarding spechfic topics that we had
chosen. But what | found different from
other seminars was the fact that we
were not only cHanging ideas and
opinions, we were sharing our ways of
Iving., including different words from
each others languages, different kind
of cooking. different atfifudies in differ-
ent cases as well as sharing myths and
storles in @ warm environment, where
songs were sung in between as a nice
intermezzo of these cultural nights.

Arfa Buriml

What | really fked about this seminar was
the concept that the parficipants had
much greater role by presenting their
own thoughts on some relevant topics
instead of having lecturer-listener ses-
sions that can somefimes be boring. |
Iked the methodology which obtained
different aspects of a broad topic.

ivon Damjonovsk!
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10:00-11:00 Civil Soclety/Education

Lindlifa Luzo - "Clvic Education in Alba-
nia; A Precondition and a Necessity”

Adri Nurelari- * Albanion NGOs Promot-
ing EV Integration”

Discussion
11:30-13:00 On the Way to Europe

Mira Zgjani - " Albanian Youth Partici-
pation in the Building a Democratic
Society”

Viadimir Bozinovski - “Generational
Clashes on the Balkans in an European
Context”

Discussion

14:00 - 15:30 Balkan Cooperation
Daniela Savova - "Historical Back-
ground of the Balkan Unity”

Valentina Stoeva- “Future Prospects of
Cooperation on the Balkans”

Ivan Damjanovski - “Cooperative Bal-
kans on their Way to Europe”

Discussion

16:00 - 17:00 Evailuation
Cuttural Evening
20.11.2001

Morning:

Transfer fo Sofia, meeting with the Bul-
garian hosts

Afternoon: Lectures
14:00-15:30

Prof, Georgy Dimitrov- "Sociology Pro-
fessor, Department for European Stud-
les, Sofia University”

Topic: Civil Society Demoalition in Post
Communist Countries in a South-East
European Perspective

Discussion
16:00- 17:00

Haralon Alexandrov, Assoclate Profes-
sor, New Bulgarian University, Buigarian
Institute of Human Relations

Topic: Social Participatio of Young Peo-
ple in a Transitional Society

Discussion
19:00

Reception at the German Embassy
21.11.2001

Presentation of Institutions, Active in the
Field of European Integration

10:00

Vistt to the Institute for European Stud-
ies and Information

Presentation of the activities of the In-
stitute by Mr. Krassimir Nikolov

11:00-12:30 Lecture:

Mr. Krassimir Nikolov - Director of the
Institutefor European Studies and infor-
mation

Topic: Bulgaria‘s accession to the EU:
Negotiation and Beyonds

Afternoon: Departure
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National Identities vs.
the New European ldentity

By Nenad Markovic (Macedonia)

The national identities as political, historical and anthropological categories
are, at least said trouble categories. The main problem when it comes to defining
national identity Is the definition of identity Itself . e. what it contains, what it
relates to, where does it reflect... The most common understanding of that
category is “a summa of attributes that are immanent to something or
somebody”. Although this is one way of defining the term “identity” there is no
unified definition for this term. The situation complicates itself when it comes to
the connection between nation, peoples and identity. The semantics of these
terms is already confusing (they are closely related), let alone the perspective
of sociology, history or political science. Thelr meaning. relation and mutual
influence is to be described which results In a full picture related to where they
stand and what they mean. A scientific and academic consensus is nowhere
to be found.

Perception of Nationai Identity

The lack of sclentific consensus is may be the last thing that troubles the Balkans
when it comes to national identities. And It is a fact that this unhappy term is
more troubled and misused in the Balkans “per se” more than ever, more than
anywhere else in Europe. “Volkgeist and Republicanism” is a chapter closely
related to that, but first  would like to give advantage to something that confuses
us all from a historicat standpoint.

Although a matter of a contemporary political and cuttural (even sub-cultural)
view, the modein relation towards the term “national identity” is not exactly on
the Balkans what it stands for in the modern political science in the States and
in Western Europe. Sadly it is a historical legacy. To explain this problem | must
draw two very interesting and provocative theses:

« None of the people, nations in the Balkans directly originate from the antique
peoples, nations of the old world

» The creation of the national states is a process that officially started from the
Westfall peace agreement in 1648 and especially aofter the French revolution in
1789

What seems as an unlike historical truth, or if you prefer a historical speculation
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is merely a loglcal cosequence of the migrations in Europe and in the world
during the centuries. The migrations of the Slavs, Norman, Anglo-Saxons, the
German tribes, the Celis, the lliric tribes, the Arab tribes etc. is just a simple
example of the mosaic that was created in Europe during the centuries. It Is an
oversimplified, rude and untrue historical standpoin. when one refers today. to
its own national identity as for example “a proud inhertfor of the lliric fraditions”,
“a son of the great king Samull” as much as it is incredibly crazy for one to refer
to itself as a “a glorious soldier of the Macedonian phalanx”. Why? The answer
Is very simple indeed. Is there a historlan, an anthropologist or a political scientist
that does not agree with the thesis that all this derives from the fact that the
intercultural, intertribal and inter-refigious influences among different groups of
people were that high that no one could claim purity of nation as some on the
Balkans perceive It. The numerous wars, assimilation and intergration processes
during the years brought us to a political "galimathias” of ideologies, and a
historical mosaic of national, refigious and cultural breeding and spawning
among connections with the previous political systems, states and traditions
cannot be denied, a sole nation that derives from a sole antique tribe or peoples
is simply - not a fact.

As for the other thesis, | might notice that it is an obvious fact that it represents
a sequel to the first one. The Westfall peace agreement in 1648 is a turning
point in the world’s political process. That is the period in time when a
phenomenon of the modern age started - the creation of the first national
states. The Westfall agreement happened after the thirty years war among the
feudal stated in Europe. The contradictions in these wars went as much as the
fact that Catholic France found an ally in the Protestant German princes, against
Catholic Austria. When they finally reached the agreement in Westfall (ofter
realizing that they have slaughtered a third to a half of the population in Europe)
it became an inspiration for creation of the first nationat states in Europe. Before
that, the political map of Europe contained of totally decentralized feudal
monarchies without any national or ethnic belonging what so ever. The identity
of the people in the feudal ages was expressed towards the religious and the
regional belonging. in service of the feudal tyrant that used the peasants (or
the rare “citizens” that lived in the fortifled cities) for constructing an army while
serving the king. What it meansfrom a modern aspectof looking and interpreting
Is that we cannot call upon the tradition of “our” feudal states to justify any
ethnic violence or to underestimate any other ethnic group. It Is as wrong to
say that the Croats had a national state during king Tomislav as it is wrong o
claim that the Serbs had a national state during king Dushan. On the territories
of these (and not just these) states, several feudal monarchles existed, containing
many different “ethnic groups” os we nowadays would say. Simplified naturally.
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Although more a contemporary political, that historical view (in terms of
Hegelian logic) some may totally disagree, especially if they have blond hair
like the Vikings, and a sharp nose just like the Arabs.

Volkgeist vs. Republicanism

The political ies and half-triths are even more dangerous and threatening than
the historical ones. That is because the history refers to something that already
passed and we can never be sure of the past. But, politics Is a sphere of life that
Is perceived In its total and Is felt here and now. That is why a serlous political
scientist (or anyone concerned with politics) must underline the difference
between two main lines of perception of national identity In the past and the
present (unfortunately): the line of patrdots as o republlcon legacy and the line
of nationalist as a primitive one.

In order to absorb these terms and typology.a priority must be given to the
explanation of “peoples” and “nation” although this is most definitiey a sphere
where most contradictions lie in the scientific sense. Namely what Is “nation”
for some, Is “peoples” for others and visa versa. The term “peoples” to the past,
at least in the biggest port of the globe. It means a group of people connected
with traditions, cultural marks. language, territory, habits, behaviour patterns
etc. It Is o term mostly accepted by the hard liners especially the right wing
ideologists and quasi-intelectuals in the defense of ethnic violence. Based on
stereotypes and prejudices the term “peoples” is often misused as a category
for a violent and exclusive propaganda, and not as a simple continuing of the
gender, the horde and the tribe. In this sense the ideologists that easlly revert
and accept these theories are called “nationalists” or “national-chauvinists”.
They always use this term to note something that is pure, clean, untouched...
Something that does not need interference and penetration from a factor of
the outside. The division among "us” and “them” Is strong and is often “conditio
sine qua non”, a BIOS in the PC. Being a white male, age 35, middle classed, of
a rural origin, heterosexual is the Ideal and the culmination of such political
theories. “Volkgeist” is what brings people together and not basic human
goodness, or ability to continue to something positive. The woman Is viewed
from the aspect of the holy three rules: “Kuchen”, “Kinder” and “Kirche”. Ethnic
violence Is aiways opproved and even highly appreciated in some situations.
Does this sound familiar? The last ten years of the historical turmoltin the Balkans
showed a lot of similar ideologists when it comes fo resemblance with what |
have described In the past few sentences. As much as “Great Bulgaria® was
defeated on several occasions in this century, and as much as "Great Croatia”
and especially “Great Serbia” lost in the last ten years proving how great they
can be, the project “Great Kosovo” is yet to be defeated.
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On the other hand there is the theory of "republicanism” and “patriotism” as
professor Maurizio Viroli would say. it is not a coincidence that these two terms
are used as synonyms. Namely, "patriotism” is understood here as a republican
tradition that is strictly against the monarchy as a way of organizing the political
structure within o soclety, as well as ogolhs! any form of fyranny and repression.
in that term a patriot Is a person that loves its country but not on the behalf of
the other ethnic groups. He appreciates the legacies of his fatherland and
accepts the minorities as an equal part of his country. A person totally convinced
in everything that Is democratic political ideologies such as the liberal
democracy, soclal democracy, and consensual democracy... Nation, in the
sense of the modern political science, represents a term very different from the
term peoples. It is not connected with traditions, habits, or a religious matrix. 14
is more a foyalty to a state in the post-modern meaning, a loyalty towrds a
passport, citizenship, and a love from the ballot box you belong to. A political
constarction made out of all people that live in a state that is modem, non-
blos, depersonalized and decentralized, and what is most important deethnified.
A state of liberal capltalism and social justice, post modern democracy and
rights for minorities, a state of non-blas gender policy and a state where it does
not matter who you are or fo which ethnic group you belong, but what can
you contribute for the overall benefit of all people in your state. This requires a
new set of political elites in the Balkans. Replacing the militant and conupted
politicat elites of the present, with a new set of paclifistc and open-minded
politicians of the future Is a task that is yet to be performed by any future true
republican and patriot, regardiess if he/she is a part of the majority or a minority
in any given country.

The misuse of the term “peoples” and “nation” (“national identity”) was a pillar
of the ethnic violence in the Balkans from a propaganda point of view. The
projects of great countries approved by many militant political factors within
these countries and outside them, ended up in a development of events that
lead to exact opposite. The modermn political scientists understand the process
of “balkanization” as a process of dissolution, falling appart into microstates
through a violent process of ethnic wars and degradation. Alt of this spices
with the Intensive process of, as professor Bogdan Denic would say,
“mexanization” which means a general theft of everything that used fo be
state owned by a group of newly promoted "businessmen” prejoratively called
the "neo-feudals”. As one might notice, we have evolved from feudal
monarchies into national states. than fought wars to prove which national (istic)
state is the biggest, and than we are to be violently returned info some new
form of feudalism (under the mask of liberal capitalism) to serve under the
same neo-feudals that were the most red communists just 15 years ago. A
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betrayal towards us, a betrayal towards history. At least we now can see that
ethnic violence is pointless. Or can we?

Project Europe: The New European Identity

The process of forming a new European identity Is a process that is not going
to be easy. Transition countiies, in the words of the Italian professor Stefano
Bioncinni, are not just the countries that are not already within EU and NATO
but also the countries that are already within EU and NATO. It is not merely an
identity crisis but a phenomenon connected with the ability to be ready to
enter, but also to receive new members and to integrate them as painiess os
possible. This obvious identity crisis from the eastern standpoint derives from
the breakdown of communism and soclialism, as much as It derives from its
substitude - the painful process of democratization. The Western identity crisis,
believe it or not, derives from the same thing: what after we have defeated
communism? But it also derives from the integration processes that are
happening within Western Europe: EU and NATO. These processes benefit all
and it is a normal process to forget your own national identity and replace it
with a new European one for the simple reason: it provides you a better life
and a feeling of closeness to a larger group of people. The general crisis of the
national identity on both sides is nothing 1o be feared of. It is merely a chance
to destroy and free ourselves from the historical and national burden, in order
to create a new identity for all. Is there a better chance than Europe through its
already very successful organizations: EU and NATO.

But as much as we want to think thot this is a simple process we see that that is
not the case. There are objective limits and boundaries that are a legacy of a
totally different judicial, political and moral system that was active just 10 years
ago. On the other side there are standards and rules that must be achieved
and implemented if we want as much as possible the transition to EU and NATO
to be smooth and easy going. But anyhow this cannot be met until a certain
period of time passes even maybe a whole generation shift,

But there are some moments in the process of unifying Europe that already
trouble both sides. The fault for these is mostly in the turbulent political life of
Europe. There is a going political force within the countries of the EU that might
be an obstacle for a full “identity integration” of the countries that are already
in, let alone the countries that want to enter. The example of “Liga nord” of
Umberto Bossl, the short political excursion of Austda with Jerg Helder, the
reviving neonacism in Germany, the partial exceptance of the Euro as asingle
currency indicate that there are objective problems in forming a European
identity within the present EU countries. And as much as the Balkan countries
were blamed for ethnic violence and minority trouble, | do not need to remind
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of the Basque problem, the Uister frouble, of Corsica and every other centre of
othnic violence in those countries that have set the rules of engagement in
Europe.

On the other hand this cannot be used as a fact that justifies all the violence
and bloody conflicts in the Balkans that objectively only make the situation
worse. Namely how can we build a joint European identity if first we cannot
agree upon a common Balkan identity? We have to settle down olljhe
troubles among ourselves in order to be a productive and finally pacified
part of the EU. Because once we enter the EU, a possible bloodshed will cost
alt, not just us.

There Is also the problem of the approach of the EU and NATO towards different
countries In different regions. The groups that were formed such as “the Western
Baikans”. or the “Baltic” region clearly show an unfair ghettoization of the
countries. An Individual approach would have been fairer because every
country would have been graded according to its individual efforts. This way
we produce a situation where somebody feels more European than the other
does. And the identity should be created in advance.

Regoarding this problems the politics of the Schengen wall is aiso a troubled
matter. The countries of the Western Balkans already feel like living in a rubber
condom, and the way out is percept through the long lines in front of the
embassies and the hostile faces of the staff that works in them. The slmmples't
message that any citizen that waits for visa in front of an embassy is that he is
not wanted there. in this case the EU chose fo implement the Schengen.wcll
on an individuat level which is obvious contradiction to what | hove written
about previously (for exampie Croatian citizens do not need visas for ltaly,
Macedonian, Albanian and Serbian citizens do). And this does not help a
common Europen identity does it?
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The Balkan Unity - is it Possible?
(The Historical Background of The Balkan Unity)
By Daniela Savova (Bulgaria)

Maybe the right question is has there ever been such a phenomenon as Balkan
unity? When we look In tQ the past see the conflicts between the Balkan states
we think that the answer is very simple. But history Is not made up only of conflicts
and wars. History also consists of cultural, ethnic, religious and trade refations.
Taking all these into account the answer to the question of Balkan unity becomes
much more complicated. In my paper | wilf try to present today’s situation on
the Balkans as the result of a historical chain of events starting at the beginning
of the Middle Ages - that is IV ¢. A.D. The underlying idea of my approach is
that despite the tensions on the Batkans, there exists some sort of unity among
alt the nations living on the peninsula. Compared to one another the Batkan
peoples are very different but for the rest of the world they form a unified
concept (one predominantly associated with violence and savagery). Speaking
of Balkan unity may sound absurd to some people especially having in mind
the conflicts of the last decade, but from a historical perspective, such a unity
exists and | will try to explain how and why it appeared and trace its
development to present day.

Historically speaking the simultoneous process of differentiation and unification
of the peoples on the Balkans started with the Byzantine Emplre. in the IV ¢.
A.D. the whole of the Balkan Peninsula and Asia Minor were under Byzantine
rule. This leads to the establishment of a common religion (Chiistianity) and
culture on these territories. The evidences for this are the churches and fortresses
of the same type that can be found in present day Balkan states,

The unification Is destroyed with the advent of different “barbarian” tibes at
the time of the Great Migration. They all pass through the Balkans and only
some of them settle here. These are the Slaves (VI c. A.D.) and later the Bulgars
VIl ¢, AD.) who lay the foundation of new states on the Balkan Peninsula.
Gradually these two ethnic groups take over parts of the territory of Byzantium.
Allthe attempts of the Empire to win them back are unsuccessful. Nevertheless
the Empire Is not beaten down. It sees the newly founded states as yet another
possibility for the spread of Chistianity and its cuiture. In the eyes of the rest of
the world the Slavs and the Bulgars are barbarians. The only way for them to be
recognized asstates is to accept the Byzantine culture and religion. This process
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of integration starts with the substitution of the pagan clothes with the Byzantine
fashion style, The next step is the acceptance of the Byzantine language for
administrative purposes since their languages have no wiitten form. They are
finally considered civilized only after they have accepted Christianity, which
happens between IXand X ¢. A.D.

In this way Christianity and Byzantine cutture unite the Balkan peoples. All the
Slavic states take the cultural models of the empite but they also manage to
retain thelr individuality. The Byzantine cultural models are taken literally but
they undergo a transformation to fit the specific characteristics of the different
peoples. The empire itself greatly assists in this process by encouraging the use
of the written form of the Slavic languages created by Saint Cyril and Saint
Metodius in 855 A. D. Chiistianity creates a religious unity between the Slavic
states and Byzantium and the empire’s policy of not enforcing the Greek
language further strengthens their relations which leads to the formation of the
East-Orthodox community.

Unfortunately throughout the Middle Ages the Balkan states never manage to
extend thelr cultural unity to the political scene. The peoples on the peninsula
never succeed in overcoming their differences and uniting against their enemies.
This Is seen in their behaviour at the time of the Crusades. The Balkan states
oppose the invaders individually without ever managing to from a stable political
union against them.

Things are very similar with the Ottoman conquest. The difference is that in this
case we have the clash of two different civilizations, two different religions.
Even in this situation when at stake is not only the teritorial integrity of the
peninsula but also the cultural identity of the Balkan peoples, the states never
unite politically and consequently are conqueted. As a result of this lack of
political understanding between the Balkan peoples the whole peninsula
becomes part of the Ottoran Emplre.

The new rule brings with it o new refigion (Islam) and culture. With the Ottoman
conquest Isiam substitutes Christianity as the official state refigion, but at the
same time it is not forbidden and made fllegal. This new situation provokes fwo
diametrically opposed processes In society. On the one hand, Christian faith
consolidates In order to survive and on the other, the first Islamic communities
on the Balkans appear. . N

In this way the Ottoman rule destroys the religious integrity on the peninsula but
it also strengthens the social and cultural connections among the peoples living
there. After being conquered by the empire the Balkan states lose their
boundaries and become one whole, which greatly faciiitates the contacts
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among the peoples and unites them in one new community - Balkan people.
This group no ionger consists only of the Slavs and the Greeks, now it includes
also the Ottomans and after 1490 - the Jews driven away from Spain.

In this way the Balkans become a colorful mixture of different ethnic groups.
The prolonged free contacts among them lead to the formation of a new type
of culture, one that is made up of the different characteristic elements of the
different ethnic and religious groups. The co-existence of Chiristianity and Islam
within the boundaries of the Ottoman Empire reflects on the two religions making
everyone of them accepting elements of the other. For example, the Muslims
in Bulgaria and Bosnia celebrate the Christian holiday of Saint George (6 may).

Another element in the new culture on the Balkans can be found in the folklore
of the peoples from the peninsula. As an example of this serve the figure of the
folkiore hero Krali Marko. Songs, tales, place names related him could be found
in Bulgaria, Macedonia, Serbia and Albania.

The contacts omong the peoples under Ottoman rule are usually maintained
by the traders, who together with the circulation of goods, spread information,
news and ideas. This facilitates the spread of ideas for national liberation at the
beginning of XIX c. For the first time the Balkan peoples manage to unite
politically in their struggles for freedom. The separate nations start movement
for their own liberation. Formally they act separately without forming a unified
opposition to the empire but in fact the Balkon people help each other. Many
Bulgarian revolutionaties take part in the Greek and two Serb rebellions against
the Ottoman rule. In this particular moment the Balkan peoples manoge to
overcome their differences and to unite against their common enemy. Since
for centuries now there have been no Chiistian states on the peninsula, this
union is formed on the level of the common people. They fight together and
eventually manage to win their freedom but as soon as this is achieved they
take their separate ways. ’

The situation is further worsened with the Berlin Congress in 1878 where the
Great Powers led by thelr shategic interests in the region divide 1t artificially
which leads to great parts of the Balkan population remaining excluded from
their mother-country. In fact none of the riew states manages to include in its
boundaries the whole of the population ethnically belonging to it.

This is the explanation of the series of wars on the peninsula between 1878~
1918, Only after WW! the Balkan population which the Berlin Congress left
stranded In the Ottoman Empire Is finally freed. Unfortunately this does not
bring peace in the region. This is the time when natlonalism takes over the
Balkan states. As any other phenomenon related to the Balkans, nationalism
here has some specific characteristics. It is based on religious differences, its
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aims are maximalistic and finally it has strong historical foundations. In its
notionalistic programmes of every state strive after reliving the most glorious
periods of its history. In trying to achleve this Balkan states inevitably clash,
which leads to unending series of conflicts on the peninsula. This automatically
provokes a reaction from the Great Powers who reshape the region after every
war. Such a policy creates the false belief In the Western world that the
boundaries of the Balkans can be changed any time the Great Powers want
to. The aftempts of outside forces to create a stable political unity on the
peninsula fall because they do not take into account the realities in the region.
The artificially formed Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenians after WWI and
the Yugoslavian Federation after WWIl cannot stand the test of time and they
disintegrate with disastrous effects.

For me the success of the idea for political unity in the region is possible when
the initiative for it comes from the Balkan peoples themselves. Unfortunately
the conflicts set with the creation of the new states affer WWIl impedes the
redlization of these plans.

The political unity of the Balkans can be achieved only after the Balkan people
accept thelr past as it is - glorious or not that glorious - and look forward in the
future. The basis for this is already set - we share a common cultural heritage
and our religions though different are greatly influenced by one another,

The Balkans can reach a unity when they stop seeing their neighbours as enemies
and start viewing them as partners in the process of building a better future.

The so needed friendly atmosphere between neighbours on the peninsula can
be felt among the Balkan people abroad. Away from their home country, in
alien surroundings the immigrants are united by the idea of the Batkans. In the
foreign country the boundaries that divide us so sharply are obliterated, the
negative prejudices that make us strangers for one another are overcome and
a true community of the Balkan immigrants is formed. Forming a closely
connected group they manage to preserve the specific characteristics of the
reglon they come from.

Similar should be the aim of the so much wanted Balkan unity - to save the
unlque culture of the peoples from Southeastern Europe. In this fime when
globatization is the driving force of the world, we need to stand together against
the unification of cuttural values in order to preserve dli the specific features of
our soul that make us Balkan people.

43



Cooperative Balkans on their Way to Europe
By ivan Damyanovski (Macedonia)

There is no doubt that after the Nice meeting of the EU, the process of European
integration has taken new bolder steps and strategy which foresees united
Europe much sooner than previously expected. There are no more legal
dilemmas before starting the integration, unifying the continent is definitety on
the agenda and there is no misunderstanding on that issue among the EU
countries. The end of 2002 is the deadline for finalization of negotiations for
integration of the first member candidate countries. However, while the Check
Republic, Slovenia and Poland are very close o becoming EU members, sadly
the Balkan countries are last on the agenda.

After a decade of war and instability among the Balkan countries now we are
facing a process, which needs reconciiiation and cooperation. Probably the
biggest problem that all the Balkan countries have to deal with Is the problem
of state weakness. It Is reflected in the fragllity of the institutions, there is on
overflow of corruption and crime that imposes incomlete modernization. Final
product of these anomalies is the identity crisis which are facing today. If the
Balkan countries want to overcome this problem and go further in the unification
process they wilt definitely have to fulfilt three main objectives:

« Trade integrotion

» Fundamental reform of the Institutions (professional administratio and state
building institution is needed for adopting the EU standards)

» Regional cooperation

However this process is two streets, which means that the EU needs to change
and adopt towards the new situtaion. So for the pubilic opinion in the Balkans is
not quite satisfied with the EU strategy. Signing agreements with Bulgaria and
Romania os well as the introduction of the stabiliization and association
agreement for the western Balkan countries are constructive and positive moves
but stilt more structured ond objective agenda is needed. The role of Greece
as the only EU country on the Balkans is another question.

It Is obvious that this integration process is a very broad and complex issue that
needs constructive debate and long-term cooperation strategy. This
cooperation must be implemented on three bases: on the political scale, in
the economy and In the field of defense and security.
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Polifical Cooperation

Just ashort historical overview on the bilateral and muttilateral political dialogue
will show that achieving political cooperation in the Balkans is a very hard
thing to do. Having in mind the transitional anomalies that occurred in the last
decade one can easily realize that solving the political problems among the
Balkan countries Is the key problem since political misunderstanding between
nations are often lrational and by inertia are stopping the process of
cooperation in all spheres. Countries and regions that have not solved their
political disputes by definition can not rely on much needed economical or
cultural cooperation.

One of the biggest barriers to the process of cooperation on the Balkans is the
relationship of power called ethnocracy. We are talking about particular type
of rule in which power is concentrated in the hands of leaders who promote
themselves as uniquely qualified to define and defend the nationaiinterests. In
order to create political landscapes that fit their political strategies ond aims
they tend to close the society within the frames of the political power and to
reduce the regional cooperation to maximum often blaming other nations for
their problems. Although big time ethnocrats like Milosevic and Tugman belong
to the past, the Batkans has always been a fertile land for such ideologies,
which are olways siowing down the regional cooperation. Fighting ethnocracy
always goes along with the process of overcoming the historicatl barriers that
are still present. Balkan nations must realize that they have to start looking into
the future instead of being stuck in the past.

Another big issue that is of a high importance for the strengthening of the Batkan
integration process Is the rethinking of sovereignity. So far on a wide European
scaie the trends of globalization and domestic fragmentation have weakened
the conceptual and practical foundations of sovereignity. Yet while the notion
of sovereignity is increasingly contested at the end of the 20th and the beginning
of 21st century are marked by conflicts over the issues of sovereignity as the
case of former Yugoslavia shows. If the Balkan countries want to share the
European political scene and its values, fhey will have to follow the EU example.
Rethinking sovereignity meaning decentralizing the power of the state and
recanalasing some state functions on an above stafe level Is a process that is
destined to come, This process also means soft borders that will defeat the
concepts of statehood and state boundaries.

However the problems that are slowing the process of cooperation of the
Balkans does not mean that the level of cooperation is very low. Onthe contrary
the Balkan countries have already taken bold stepsin providing firm fundoments
for political cooperation. One of the most significant is the series of summits of
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the Balkan leaders. If nothing else, this process has very significant symbolic
importance, since for the first times all the Balkan political leaders are discussing
regional problems together. Although this Is just the beginning, hopefully these
summits will be the infroduction to more serious Balkan integration process.

The EU policy towards the Balkans has also urged the Balkan states to cooperate.
Besides Greece, which is an EU member, Bulgaria and Romania already have
associative membership agreements with the EU. The rest of the Balkan countries
are supposed to sign stabilization and association agreement (Macedonia and
Crogtia have already signed the agreement). What is indicative with these
agreements is that they are not dealing only with relations between the
particular country and the EU, but also the imperative s also on regional
cooperation. The countries in the region are urged to solve their regional disputes
before joining EU.

People seem to forget one crucial segment in the integration and that is the
coopeartion of the civic sector. Being the fundament of every demociacy civil
society by definition must coopserate in finding solutions for balancing politicat
power on a state and reglonai level. Civic cooperation is definitely a bright
side in the Balkan cooperation. since In the last decade we are witnessing a
vast number of different projects. initiatives and strategles that are coming from
the NGO scene. However these subjects seem to lack the support either from
the west or their own states. There is still no awareness of the extremely positive
role that they can piay in the integration process.

Economic cooperation

The cooperation between the Batkan countries in the field of economy Is another
key factor in the integration process. Stable and cooperative Balkan economic
system will produce economic growth and increase the living standad in every
country which is the best way of fighting ethnonationalism and Instability,
Following the EU example economical cooperation Is also the best way for
establishing later politicat cooperation as well.

The first step is the creation of solid and functional trade integration. What the
Balkan states need to do is the radical changing of the legisiative. Most of the
laws dealing with economic matters have leftovers from the past economic
systems and are a major hindrance to the cooperation process. The Batkan
countries must adopt iows which are paralle! to the EU standards and which
will Increase the flow of goods and money In the region. Also even wider
opening of the markets is Inevitable. Govemments must work on finding solutions
for bigger foreign investments in the region.

So far a iot has been done Is this field. Almost all the Balkan countries have
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already signed bilateral treaties, which provide free trade. For example
Macedonia has free trade agreements with almost every country from the
reglon. However, probably a muttiiateral trade organization is needed.

Another good opportunity for cooperation is the Stability Pact for Southeast
Europe. Although so far the countries involved are not satisfied with Its
functioning. it st can be a major factor for economic reconstruction. The very
nature of the Stability Pact is the cooperation between the Balkan countries.
So far all the major reconstruction projects have been multilateral.

Security and Defense Cooperation

The stabllity and the securlty of the region are the preconditions for a successful
political and economic cooperation and integration. Peace and stability of
the region have been the number one priority of the international community
in the past decade. It Is clear that the Blakon region (especially the Western
Balkan countries) as long as it is unstable it has no chance of integration into
Europe. Sadly, so far the Balkans have done very little inimproving security and
stability. This means that much more cooperation is needed on every field.

Europen Union’s biggest concern is the security of the borders. Cooperation
between the Balkan states on border control has not been much successful,
ltegal traffic of drugs and weapons Is stil dominating the region. Fighting
organized crime is another issue that desperately seeks more involvement and
cooperation between governments and inteliigence agencies.

In the field of defense, the coopeartion is much better. All the countries are
supporting the Euro-atiantic integration process. The best organized form that
provides coopearation is the Partnership for Peace Programme. After the
democratic changes in Serbia in distant future all the countries from the region
will be members of this programme which provides mutual coopearation on
every level of military defense.

Another more symbolic but very important step is the recent creation of the
Balkan forces. Although still at the beginning this project is good basis for
providing further cooperation in the region.

From European perspective it is quite clear that on their way to European
integration the Baitkan countries must learn how to solve thelr problems and
how to cooperate. That is the supreme condition which Balkan states have fo
fulfit. So far the political elites realized that and first step has been taken. But stilt
much more needs to be done. Balkan people must redlize that they cannot
rely on the EU all the time but on a contrary their integration depends on their
wilt and ability to cooperate and make things better.
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Civic Education - a Precondition
for the Integration of Albania in Europe

By lindita Luzo (Albania)

One of the fundamental features of the people in a democratic soclety is the
introduction and the exercise of civit rights, freedoms and responsibiiities by
them. It is evident that pgople do not inherit these rights but are educated with
them. This education is certainly not easy. it can be attained only by a persistent,
systematic, continuous and qualified work for the explanation and instaliment
in every citizen’s consciousness of the utter belief about the necessity for
respecting these rights and responsibilities. Our citizens of democracy must enjoy
the right to individuol freedom but they also must share responsibilities. Only
highly qualified people, who know very profoundly civil ights and responsibiiities
as well as the contempoiary methodologles to impact them clearly and
comprehensively to the others, can carry out this educationat mission. Everybody
must be guided by the idea that it is school that educates the future generation
with the citizens’ values that inculcates in them the respect for human rights
alongside with the reciization of responsibiilties.

School must embody the essential etiquette of the new man of the world. Human
rights education in school is the necessity of time, since ali the members of our
future soclety go to school. The attention must be focused on these teaching
and educational institutions. Only by a continuous education of the young
genetation our society will not suffer in the future from the ilinesses that are
witnessed nowadays such as disrespect, disagreement, intolerance, racism,
crime etc. To this end a complete curriculum for the school levels must be
processed and experimented.

In this field many partners are interested 1o fulfill this obligation that they have
towards the young generation. These partners are government, politicians,
voluntary associations, teachers, and young people. All of them contribute
according to their own way and competences to accomplish the goal of civic
education. The governmental policies in the fleld of education include:

« Development of curricuia

» Formation of teachers

« Reforms in the system

* Management of the budget

« Negotiation of the foreign assistance

« Security of the lega! framework

« Inspection and monitoring

The main roles of the civil associations are:
« Suppliers of the ailteinative services

« Sources of new practices and ideas

« Well informed criticizens and lawers

« Politicat partners

The Albanian Center of Human Rights is doing a hard work in these aspects.
So It has organized seminars with students of the third year of the Law Cycle
(who are / would be teachers in the Albanian elementary schools) in Elbasan
and Shkoder. They have completed their training In the fleld of human rights
education through eight modules introduced o them to the second seminar.
In both seminars twenty students and five pedagogists from each university
participated. There were discussed piloting processes of the curriculum of
human rights education for the children in the elementary school and were
organized practice activities for the pupils, activities related fo thelr integration
In this field (...)

The main motives of the work done by the schools have been:
 to leain to know

« to learn to act

+ to leamn to be

» to leamn to live together

Side by side with the process of iearning in our schools there Is the process of
entertainment through cuttural activitles representing children’s desires and
needs In the field of human sights, through exhibitions, excursions, discussions,
artistic octivities etc.

In three of the six municipalities of Gjirokastra Prefecture, in Gjirokastra, Tepelena
and Permet there has been some efficient collaboration with the Educational
Directories with NGOs in the field of Human Righis. Another important aspect
of this collaboration has been even the election of student's governments near
to each school In which the new elements, the young people are embodied
with democratic values of leading.

This was a great achievement in the development of the new generation with
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the norms and laws of a sound democratic society, Three important levels must
be included and institutionalized in the achievement of these issues. There are:
teachers and pedagogues. pupiis and students and parents. The latest reflects
in an indirect way towards these issues. In January 2000, the human rights
education began even at the universities of & districts: Elbasan, Shkoder, Korce.
Viore and Gjirokastra. Here were formulated the first modules, which are applied
nowadays in the Albanian system of education in agreement with the Ministry
of Education and Science and the deans of these universitites.

The main fields of education of young peopie. which contain the meaning.
interior and most essential ways of education are: Mentai education, Moral
education, Work education, Technical education, Physical education, Heaith
and sexual education and Esthetic education. Ali fogether they reflect the
purity of human character and personality. Only by short-term and long-term
programs in the civic education at school we can realize this complicated and
necessary process for the future of human beings. This must be an upbringing in
accordance with the country need and recommended by the experience of
the civic society. The famous principles of the philosophy of the well
understanding of fife in the society can be inculcated more consciously and
harmoniously in the people’s consciousness if the intelectuals and the specialized
peopie will have the pleasure and feel the responsibility to render their
contribution.

Albanian NGOs Promoting EU Integration
By Adii Nureliari (Albania)

Intergration In EU Is the main aim of the Albanian society nowadays and of
course the civil soclety Is playing a major role in supporting this process. This
paper will give a brief introduction to the role of the Albanian NGOs and after
willbe mainly focused in the problems that the NGOs are facing in this process.

The NGOs In Albania contribute fo the process of integration in two ways:
directly and indirectly.

Direct Contribution

By direct contribution I imply activity that has a direct impact in stimutating the
integration process. There are different NGOs that are working very actively in
promoting the awareness of the population about European affairs. They also
cooperate with the government. So organizations like the Albanian European
Center or the Institute of Contemporary Studies have been assigned the role of
advisor and consultant to different Albanian ministries for European matters (in
the case of the Albanion European Cener it is the advisor of the Ministry of
Justice In matters of European Law).

The work of these NGOs consists mainly in doing studies and researches for
strategies that are to be adopted for a successful integration. They also give a
great contribution in Albanian task group of the Stability Pact where NGOs like
Albanian Ceter for Human Rights and Albanian Civil Society Foundation are
among those who represent Albania in different negotiations and other
intemational activities. Other NGOs are publishing manuals, treaties and reports,
which are distributed with the aim of making the EU more known to the
Albanians.

Also Albanian NGOs are active in participating in many infercuttural activities
that aim at bringing Europeans closer to each other, easing the regional tentions
and fostering Intfernational understanding. Many Albanian NGOs are active
members of Infernational networks of NGOs like Anti Corruption Coalition, Balkan
Network of Human Rights Organization, which have increased the international
cooperation and achievement.

indirect Contribution

The Albanian non-profit sector plays great role in the process of infegration
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even indlrectly by trying to shape an Albanian society that can be eligible to
join Western Europe. They do so mainly by helping Albanian to acquire the
principles of the European Union:

* Rule of Law

* Human Rights

» Free Market

« Democracy

« Environment protection

So many activities have been organized In the field of civic education by
Albanian NGOs. They have aimed to increase the awareness and consciousness
of Albanians for the rights and the responsibilities that characterize the EU. Also
they have organized many trainings, workshops that are trying to adopt the
population to the market economy like courses for entrepreunership and have
also organized capacity bullding activities that have aimed at enabling the
Albanians to seek and advocate their rights. Environmental concerned
organizations are progressively increasing in Albania and their activities are
increasing in matters of participation.

Problems of the Albanian NGOs in Promoting Integration In Europe

In their efforts to promote the integration in Europe of Albania the NGOs are
facing many problems and difficulties and | am goling to list some of the most
Important:

* Lack of quality of the NGOs' activities which comes as a result of the lack of
organizational skills. Their staff requires capacity building trainings that can
enable them, acquire their skills like-fundraising skills or project management
skilis, which are indispensable for achieving efficlent activities.

» Limited impact. The activities of the Albanian NGOs involved only a minority
of Albanian sociely. they are mainly concentrated in Tirana, the capital of
Albania, and few other towns living appart the remote areas and the rural
population therefore, which means not involving the majority of the society.

« Corruption. Often the staffs of the NGOs have speculated with the funds
granted to their organizations preventing these funds from being put in use and
wining the confidence of the Albanians in general for the third sector.

+ Dependency in foreign aid. As the domestic resources for the Albanian
organizations are almost non-existant the NGOs are dependent on foreign
financial and expertise ald creating a strong dependancy in foreign help. This
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fact has a great impact in their activity because distorts the natural development
of civil society in Albania and prevents them from developing and exploiting
local resources.

« Political dependency. The political polarization of the Albanian society is
reflected in the sector of the NGOs as well. So the activities of some organizations
are very influenced by political parties and this fact has damaged the trust of
the Albanians in these organizations and obstacies the massive participation.

« Not enough cooperation from the state. The integration process requires the
maximum of the support therefore the maximum cooperation from the entire
sector of the Albanian society, often the government refuses to help or
cooperate In initiatives of the NGOs. For example, they refuse to aliow access
to state owned facilities and educational structures to many NGOs.

 Lack of participation and massive involvements. Unforfunately due to the
economic and political misfortunes of the past years the Albanian society has
fallen into a kind of apathy and lack of confidence, which is of course reflected
in activity of the NGOs.

To conclude despite thelr many comprehensive activities, because of the above
mentioned problems and other ones, the Aibanian NGOs have not been to
fulfill properly the goals that they have undertaken. The anarchic events of
1997, the violent demonstrations of
September 1998 and the low support
for integration that Albania has been
able to achieve clearly show that very
much remains fo be done and that the
Albanian NGOs should take over a
major burden of the efforts of
integration.




Step Th [@@: Emigration Phenomena

on the Balkans: Looking
for the "Right Choice”

Emigration phenomena on the Balkans became a widely discussed issue during
the years of post-totatitarion reality. Emigration as a continuous process in Albba-
nla, Bulgario and Macedonia/FYROM is generally viewed today as a serious
threat for the efforts of these countries to achleve a functioning market economy
and social prosperity.

The present seminar uses the term “emigration” in its commonly accepted
definition as a process of leaving someone's country and settling to another.
From this starting polnt the main questions of the seminar are: "Why young
people from Bulgaria, Macedonia/FYROM and Albania leave their home-
lands and settle elsewhwhere?” And the more delicate one: "Why do not
they want to stay?”

The main idea of the seminar is through an open exchange of experience and
opinlons, to discuss the "Great Dilemma: Should I stay or should | go?* about the
“Right Choice”. It provokes the potential abliities of the participants to see them-
selves as creators of their own future and gain a better understanding of their
current hopes and fears.

While all young people witness the transition process and clearly see one of the
biggest challenges of the states - thelr inabiliity to keep youth within thelrs bounda-
ries and make use of their potentiai - the seminar serves as opportunity to closely
examine the issue and emphasize the importance of the young people as citi-
zens. Since citizenship requires freedom of cholice, the seminar akso fases the
existent prejudices concerning equally both those who leave a country and
those who stay at any price. In this way a common understanding of the emi-
gration phenomena and an insight view of the related Issues reach within each
country and between the countries in question.

We are aware of the fact that before becoming immigrant one becomes an
emigrant. And we believe that while locating the problems, which urge young

people to dream of a future abroad, we make the first step in rebuliding our
common home.

Seminar Agenda

(Ohrid-Skopje. Macedonia)
31May - 04 June 2002

Arrival In Ohrid
1.06.2002
Openning session

Presentation of "Friedrich-Ebert-Foun-
dation”, Reglonal Office Sofia - Mr.
Amold Wehmhoemer

Presentation of “Bosfor Obshtestvo -
Bulgatia”, Ms. Emilia lieva

Presentations

Tanja Tomic - “Historical Perspectives of
the Emigration Process in Macedonia ”

Stefanijo Makarovska- “Directions and
Effects of Migration Processes In
macedonia through Centuries”

Vanya ivaniva - “Emigration Processes
in the Last 50 years of the Bulgarian His-
tory”

Discussion

Alda Kocaqi - "Mass Emigration and
Brain Drain of Albanian Inteligence in
the Post-Communist Years”

Keti Strakosha - "Waves of Emigration
of Youth in Albania in the 90s”

Tsvetelina Tomiova - "The Main Prob-
lerns of Young People in Bulgaria - Pre-
conditions for Emigration”

Discussion

Dragan Donkov - Emigration as a
Source of Salvation”

Experience Lefters - Extracts

Being one of the countries of the Bal-
kans means to give your contribution
for helping the development of all
these countries. That is why Balkan
countries have to collaborate with
each ofther. Their force comes from
the youth. We are the first that will
make things change, because the
future depends on us. The first thing
that we can do Is to be together.
There Is a proverb in Albonia that says:
Being together means strength. So, if
we help each ofher and work to-
gether things will be easler and the
solutions will come faster.

Affer discussions we reached several
conclusions: It is good young people
to be in thelr countries and to help
for the development. Even if you emi-
grate, you have fo return ond using
everything you have learned fo help
your country. The state has fo work
hard for chainging the economic and
political situation because of the
youth. The original values of every
country must not change. We have
to use the past and by learning from
it to face a better future.

Orilda Kalami

It is always very interesting to see the
big similarities of the emigration
phenomen of nowadays in ous coun-
tries, The discussions helped fo look
al the emigration from onother per-
spective ond fo see also the other
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Aari Nureliari - “Social Andlysis of the
Emigration Reasons in the Contempo-
rary History of Albonia”

Jasmina Cukalkovska- "Contermporary
Emigration Processes in Macedonia:
Where Do the Young People Go and
Why?”

Ivaylo Hranov- "The Crisis if Cultural Iden-
tification as a Reason for Emigration”

Discussion
2.06.2002
Presentations

Orilda Kalami - ~Positive Aspects of
Emigration: Albanian Youth in the
Search of a Better Education”

Goran Sekuloski - “The Intemal Migro-
tion in Macedonia: Clash of the Rural
and the Urban Culture”™

Vasilika Laci- “The "Canadian Phenom-
enon” in Albanian Redlity”

Aleksandar Shumkovski - "Forced Mi-
gration Processes on the Balkans and
In Macedonia in the Last Decade -
Refugees and Displaced People”

Discussion
Guided tour in Ohrid

Dessisiava Sirakova- “Nationalism / Emi-
gration / Globaiization”

Ivan Damjanovski - “Brain Drain: Who
Stays, Who Goes? - Manneuvering
Space for the Second Best”

sides of the emigration as part of de-
velopment, civillsation and a natural
process, which cannot be stopped
by force.

We could not avold the very disput-
able point of the brain draining and
of the consequences It brings to our
countrles. All of us understand that
the development of our countrles Is
one of the ways to Iimit this
phenomen.

1 am very happy that the question of
finding sollutions for the problem was
ralsed almost from everybody. | think
we are making good steps towards
democracy ond it is especially this op-
proach fo being active and looking
for sollutions from the individuals
themselves, which makes me sure on
that.

1 got also the message that there will
be always people who will emigrate,
independently from the developing
stage of the country. Maybe this will
be called something else in the fu-
fure, but the human nature of frying
something new and have experi-
ences In life will never chonge.

We could not give any response fo the
big question of the fime “Should | stay
or should | go?” and 1 think this was for
the very simple result of the seminar:
the emigration Is first of all a question
of personal cholce and Is very much
related to the development process
of the country. Including the social,
economical and polifical stabiity. But
1 think we all agreed that each of us
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Discussion

Edlira Xhafa - “The Role of the Govem-
ment on the Emigration Questions”

Dane Taleski - "The Civil Soclety:
Catalizer or a Dam for the Brain Drain”

Alsela Ballo - “The Choice and Chal-
lenges of Emigration”

Final Discussion
Evaluation
3.06.2002
Transfer fo Skopje
Lectures:
Dr. Verica Janeska- Economic Institute

Topic: “Economical Development and
Emigration Processes - Social Aspects
of the Emigration and Immigration i RM
and the Region; Statistical Data and
Analyses”

Tommazo De Kataldo, Viadimir
Danailov, Marijja Nikolovska - IOM [ In-
ternational Organization for Migration

04.06.2002
Lecture:

Iskra Nafdenovska, Despina Mukovska
- Emigration Agency in Republic of
Macedonia

Evaluation of the seminar
Departure of the participants

can glve his or her own contribution
to the development of the country
and Is very importont each of us to
understand that in democracy every-
body should participate.

Edlira Xhata

This seminar opened my eyes to see
how much common problems we
have, how similor we are and how
easy we can communicate, debate
and find solufions. That is my evalua-
fion - it is possible to find solution fo-
gether, to work and fo understand
the soclol, economical and cultural
realities on the Balkans. That Is the
way to undersfand our own problems
- looking at and discussing the prob-
lems with the neighbours. | feel my-
self now aware that the future is here
not abroad and that we have the
power fo find our welfare society, not
fo aquire models adopting them and
falling In the cloning posimodem re-
ality of "no way”.

Dessislava Sirakova
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The Role of the Government
in the Emigration Question

By Edllira Xhafa (Albania)

It Is since 1990 that emigration Is being estimated as one of the main means of
facing living and guarantying especially the economic perspective of the
Albanian individual, family and society. For a fong time it has served as a
powerful moderator in smoothing the internal conflicts and tentions
characterizing the last years social and political developments in Albonia and
particular those of 1997.

Emigration remains also one of the most important economic, social and
institutional restorations. In 1990 Albania has known high rates of population
emigration. Actually it has the highest emigration in flux rate compared fo all
the other Eastern and Central European countries.

Approximate and indirect data witness that about 15% of the population fives
abroad presently, while the emigration practice in developing countries of East
Europe as well experts’ forecast at the beginning of the 90's suggested a 5/6
average in flux annually of the active population. Emigration has not only been
a way out to meet the needs of the economic development, but aiso o
conseqguence of the political and social tention in the country.

Regarding the employment of the Albanion emigrants, the prevailing work
activity for man is construction field and housekeeping for women, especially
in Athens, where the biggest Atbanian emigration community lives. The hard
type of work, in which the Albanian emigrants are engoged. hinders their
professional quaiification growth and acquaintance with contemporary
techniques and technology. applied in these emigration countries. Their
employment in such areas serves more as a means of economic survival than
an integration, civilization and emancipation factor.

During the period of time 1990 - 1998 was noticed an inferior freatment of the
Albanian emigrants compared with emigrants of the other countiies. Now we
are in the way out of this situation, especially after negotiations between the
Albanian Goverinment and the ltalion and Greek ones, which were concluded
with the last legal and institutional procedures undertaken from the respective
Govermnments, regarding the legalization of the illegal emigrants.

One of the biggest achievements in the emigration area during this period has
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been the redlization of the possibility that Albanian citizens can emigrate in
Htaly, not only having a work authorization, but also through a guarantee from
the Albanian legal emigrant or by self financing the trip as work-seeker.

Actually the work of the state on the emigration area is mostly done through
the Directory of Emigration and the Ministry of Labour. The Albanian Govemment
has no policies to promote the emigration, because it does not think that the
emigration is the key of the economic solutions. in this meaning the work of the
state is mostly concentrated on facifitating the process for people who are
interested to emigrate.

There is a draft - iaw prepared by the Directory of Emigartion in the Ministry of
Labour, regarding the state of the Albanian emigrants and which is waiting for
approbation from the Albanian Parliament. The specialist there explained that
apart of this Directory there are also some other possibilities of contacting the
state structures, for the people who are interested to emigrate.

The labour offices, which are located in every district of Albania, should cover
the emigration question, but there Is not a specific and definitive approach of
these offices and there is lack of capacities to deal with this problem. As in
many other aspects of the post-totalitarian society, there are institutions and
structures, but there is lack of capacity within the state system for using these
structures and parallel common people do not know anything about these
kinds of offices.

In order to help out of this situation the new law forsees the creation of the
specialized offices for iraining and qualification of the Albanian citizens, who
want to emigrate, creating in this way equal possibilities in training and labour
market knowledge and prepoaring them for emigration. Anyway there are some
employment’s agreements with some European countries (Greece, Italy,
Germany), season and organized emigration.

The Albanian legisiation gives space also to the private bureaus of emigration
which offer advices for the Albanian citizens who are looking for temporary or
permanent emigration and to the private agencies of employment, which are
created for the employment’s management of the Albanian citizens out of the
country. A new step would be also the ratification of the new European social
chart, where is included the emigrants’ state, which is a very important
document.

Another problem in another stage of the emigration phenomena is once you
have become an emigrant. Unfortunately there are no structures to take care
of the emigrants’ problems in the Embassies, at least in some countries, where
abigger number of Albanian emigrants are located. Parallel to this are missing
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the associations of the emigrants, where they can be seff-organized and discuss
for their problems. That means in few words that every time there are problems
in their lives and working places, there are no state’s structures or institution
where to be headed and where to ask for help services.

The way. how the solution/reducing of these problems is foreseen is through
agreements with other countries to facilttate the legal emigration of the Albanian
citizens, and to guarentee their rights, according to the legistation of the
respective countries and the international Convents for the Emigrants’ rights.
Another direction of the state’s work will be the investigation on the ways, how
to make possible the emigrants’ savings can have access of investment in
Albania.

The last stage that not atways follows the first ones is the repatriation of the
emigrants who come back home to have thelr lives in Albania. The specialist
explained that there is no strategy at all from the state part. There are some
NGO's that are working in this field, but this is very much limited and nof much
is done.

In general the new law foresees the state responsibility in creating facilities for
the emigrants during the time of migration, the promotion of the voluntary
retumn of the successful emigrants, the education in Albanian language of the
emigrants and their chiidren, the functioning of the state and private services
of work and emigration, the information, the communication and promotion
of the commmunitarian life of the emigrants abroad.

The draft-law foresees also the bank transactions, like withdrawing of the
emigrants’ savings and the encouragement of their use in production and
services’ fields in Albania. In the same time the state through its embassies wilt
take the necessary measures fo deal with the emigrants’ questions in the host
countries where
the Albanian
emigrants are
located.

Buliding bridges
through mutual
diclogue

The Main Problems of Young People
in Bulgaria - Preconditions for Emigration

By Izvetelina Tomniova (Bulgaria)

After the beginning of the democratic reforms in the countries from the region,
Bulgaria also launched its difficult transition towards market economy and
democratic development. The country lacked political and economic stability
for years and this influenced negatively over the development and living of
young people in Bulgaria. In 1997 stabilization measures were undertaken
through the introduction of the currency Board according to IMF
recommendation.

The implementation of the most important priority of the country in its most
modern history began with launching the EU membership negotiations in
February 2000.

Young people are the most motivated to look for alternatives; so, they are
really valuable as a generator of new progressive ideas. Today they do not get
satisfied only with conclusions. We, being young people, do not need
descriptions of dark realities as the troffic drugs, women and economic
emigrants; the unemployment mainly amongst young people: the negative
demographic processes, in particular in Bulgaria and Macedonia; and the
emigration of the skilled staff and intellectual potential of all the nations from
the region to Western Europe and USA. Of course, we cannot omit the general
decline of the living standards and the impoverishment of the population, the
demographic decline fueled by the emigration of young people. the negative
growth rate of population, the high rate of infant mortality and the aging
population. The crisis within the educational system becomes deeper, a gray
course invades culture and cultural volues and norms, that are unique for the
Balkan Peninsula, are being ruined.

We have to look for ways to develop the resources inherent to young people
in Bulgaria. Therefore the active involvement of young people into the
development of the civil soclety, soclal and employment realization should be
ones of the top priorities. Moreover, there are several issues that are extremely
important not only for Bulgaria but they are common problems of the young
people in the Balkans and are some of the factors leading to the emigration
phenomenon. ’
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1.Youth unemployment

According to Government's Programme for the period 2001-2005 the labor
market policy is aimed ot the creation of conditions for a well- functioning
labor market guaranteeing higher employment rate and reduction of
unemployment,

The directives of the European Employment Strategy and the EU directives
concerning employment are fundamental for the employment policy in
Bulgaria. These European documents are priority orlented towards increase of
employment, reduction of the number of unemployed, reduction of the fong-
term stay of the unemployed people at the labor market, social-economic
Integration of vulnerable groups, development of the vocational training for
employed and unemployed young peopile, improvement of the skills and
retraining, entrepreneurship development, development of social partnership.

The priorities of social-economic reform in this field are oriented to the creation
and the implementation of equal opportunities for young people in relation 1o
their access to education and vocational training in view of their future career
development.

One of the priorities of the labor market policy Is the increase of employment
amongst young people in order to ensure a well- functioning labor market
guaranteeing higher employment rate of the active population.

What are the realities?

Up to date the unemployed youths up to 29 years old are over 30% of the total
number of the registered unemployed people. The relative share of the
unemployed youths up to 24 years old in the total number of unemployed is
nearly 15%. In reference to the economic activity coefficient the group between
15-24 years in the period 1993-2000 has decreased from 43.2% to 27.8%. The
employment coefficlent also tends to decrease but less than the economic
activity coefficient.

Young people with low education or having an education degree without
profession prevall amongst the registered unemployed. The contemporary
conditions ond the changed requirements respect to the people as separate
Individuals and respect to the human resource requires improvement of the
adaptation of the labor force through permanent vocational tralning. Therefore
it Is necessary to involve the unemployed youths in fraining courses to adop

basic and key skills, '

Effective forms are to be ensured to link education with practice, measures for
transition from education to a real working environment and practical activity,
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to help the labor and professional realization of youths.

The data of the national representative research of the Agency for Soclal
Analyses show that 60% of the young people between 18 and 35 years old
Include themselves in the group of poor, 50% of the young people work part-
fime and full time and 27% of them are unemployed. Although the youths are
in the group of people with highest computer literacy, 50% of them have no
computer skills.

Several negative tendencies coexist in the development of young people- poor,
with secondary education, without good skills in computers and languages-
this makes them deprived of competitiveness at the EU labor market.

On the other hand, young people demonstrate an active position respect to
their living - 60% of them are willing to develop their private business, 50% are
disposed to work looking for a way of a professionat realization.

Their will to emigrate from the country is more firmly declared: 64.2% want to
emigrate from Bulgaria to European countries, 56.2% to countries out of Europe.

Today in Bulgoria the young people are not the traditionally most optimistic
group - 45% of them do not find opportunities to improve the living standards,
soclal status and the welfare in Bulgaria, considering the actual situation.,

2. Enhepreneurship and young people

Young people are the last appointed ot work and the first made redundant.
Unemployed draws a situation that seriously threats the living standards, the
conduct in public and family aspects,

Entrepreneurship is one possible alternative within the market conditions, close
to the thinking and the better mobility of young people. However, there are no
real conditions for its implementation. And the young people accept the
situation in the way as it is. They do not want ., to be wasted” with public
initiatives. Their potential is to be aimed at the private enterprising.

Each economic activity - from the operation with a washing machine to the
construction of a most modern microprocessor- is performed not by individuals
but by organizations that require a high rate of social cooperation. The ability
to form an organization depends on property rights, contracts and mercantile
law. But it also depends on the perception of @ moral community, which is a
non-wrltten system of ethnic rules and norms that are the base of the social
trust. The trust makes possible the effective forms of the economic organization,
otherwise, it would be charged by complicated rules, contracts, disputes and
bureaucracy.
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Today the main problems that small and medium size enterprises (SMEs) face
are the shrunk market, the enhanced competition, the state bureaucracy. the
disloyal competition as well as the small caplial that entrepreneurs dispose of.

Entrepreneurs face difficutties In starting up thelr business mainly with the creation
of consumers. The lack of skiled labor force is a problem for firms from
undeveloped rural regions and the reglons for development. The studies show
the higher importance of the administrative obstacles. the lack of access to
external financing. and the undeveloped advisory services network.
Entrepreneurs from different regions work in different conditions, have different
values and entrepreneur culture.

3.Migration

The political and economic processes in CEE led to migration mainly to countries

with stable democratic traditions and better living standards. Bulgaria did not
remain isolated from the world migration processes. According to data of the
Agency for Bulgarians abroad neatly 2.5 millions people from 67 countries
consider themselves as Bulgarians, in USA they are nearly 81 000 people, in
Canada 30 000. After the poiltical reforms in the end of the 80s there we can
mention several waves related to the liberat regime of travel out of the country,
as well as to the climaxes of the economic crisis in Bulgaria:

1989-1990 nearly 300 000 to Turkey and Canada
1992 nearly 80 000 to EU
1995-1996 118 000 to Germany and the Scandinavian countries

In 1999 the course got oriented to USA and Canada. Only in 1999 410 000
Bulgarians applied for USA green cards and 3 500 of them received green
cards in 2001. In 1999 4 381 people had green cards. These figures are not full
and complete because the Ministry of Internal Affairs and the National Statistics
institute cannot account all the cases. in particular those of ltegal migration.

Due to the specific particularities of the historic and social-economic
development of Bulgaria the external migration has always been related
generally fo the emigration of the population. After the prohibition of the free
movement of people cross the country’s borders that lasted more thon 40 years,
during the next years rapidly shrank its extent. This wave primarily had a political
character based on ethnic grounds. Then the emigration from the country began
being determined by conditions and factors that gave it economic character.

Who are the emigrants? The data show that over 50 % of the emigrants are 30-
49 years old but the relative share of the youths up to 30 years old Is also high.
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There Is a stronger participation of women in the migration process and most
of the women are up to 29 years old. Although the considerable emigration of
scientists - nearly 50 000 have left the country- it Is oo extreme fo say that the
intellectual potential exclusively abandons the country,

The main part of the emigrants has secondary education but in most cases are
skilled, the people with high education are1/3. The reasons feading to actual
and potential emigration are not poiitical for a long fime. They are and will
continue being reiated to the high unemployment rate and low living standards-
the average wage for the country is a little more than 100 USD and the cost of
living of one individual is higher than this amount.

Those, who want to move to other country to work and live there, are defined
as “future migrants”.

Other category potential emigrants are those, who intend to go to work or
study abroad for more than ayear. This category of potential emigrants mainly
forms the course of external labor emigration.

During the recent years some countries become sustainable centers of the
Bulgarian emigration. The major part of Bulgarian emigration goes to Germany-
23%. Nearly 1/5 of the emigration goes fo USA. The relative share of potential
emigrants to the other countries is considerably lower:

Greece -8%, Spain - 8%, Great Britain - 6%, ltaly - 6%, Canada -5%.

The population at the age between 20 - 39 years will constitute the main part of
the future emigrants. The willingness to move Is more frequent among the people
between 20 - 29 years old - 64.2%. Men are the prevailing part of emigration.

60 % of the people intending to emigrate have a specialized subject at the
secondary and high schools. The relative share of people, who have specialized
technical subjects. is the highest - 42%. They are followed by the specialists in
the field of production and processing of raw materials - 10% and in the field of
industrial management and administration - 10%.

The highest intensity of the potential emigration /the will to emigrate/ Is
amongst the specialists in physical sciences - 18%, humanitarian arfs - 17%
and informatics - 16%.

The ethnic structure of emigrants cormresponds to the ethnic structure of the
population in the countty. The composition of the emigration from the country
Includes Bulgarians - 80%; Turks - 12%; Romanies - 6%; other -2%.

The Issus regarding the emigration trends of Bulgarians is really important now,
when we have been invited to EU accession negotiations. Are there grounds
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to provoke the fears of Western Europe that the EU enlargement would lead to
an invasion of migrants? According to the studies of the International Migration
Organization, where Bulgania is a member since 1994 the people from Eastern
Europe are not disposed to move to the west part of the Continent. They want
to work there temporarlly in order to increase their incomes or to improve their
education. And those, who want to leave the country forever, are orlented first
of all to USA, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. According to the same
research Buigaria is in the group of the countries with low migration potential.
The main restraints in front of the emigration for Bulgaria are: the importance of
the family, friendship and soclal ties of relationship, the high insecurity related
to emigration, the hope for improvement of living in the home country, the
difficulties for legal emigration, the fears of a bad treatment that could exist
towards our emigrants in the West.

3.Social infegration of young people

The period before the transition to market economy was characterized by a
frend to prolong the youth age and to homogenize young people. The transition
from the education field to work has not been made complicated by the labor
market. The society adopted the specific status of young people.

The situation of today seems radically different. The youth period is being
reduced: the transition to soclal integration is getting quickened. Young people’s
problems lose thelr independent importance and become a part of the
common issue concerning political and economic rights of individuals.

The contemporary young generation in Bulgaria is in a complicated transitional
situation: the ideologicat benchmarks of the past are invalid and the new values
are still not established. The state is weaker and the civil society Is still not built
up. In the conditions of transition, bullding up a system of values amongst the
youth generation coincides with the general re-evaluation of the vaiues in the
society. The new values preventively are formed exactly among young
generations, without the existence of the traditional bases, the common stability
of the mordls system of the soclety. In the everyday consciousness there is a
perception for a world “in opposite”: instead the older people to show young
people the right road. the young people deviate older people from the
traditional road.

The most substantial fact Is the abrupt domination of the skeptical position.
Now the disappointment s previous. The group of idealists - those, who continue
insisting on a change atthough their efforts have not been rewarded- does not
exist any more. And the most important - the group of the generators of effective
initiative has been marginalized.
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At the new stoge of the transition attention is drawn to youth problems of the
soclety. The transition goes fo a situation that in order to continue successfully,
it has to include as an integral part a macro-program for social integration of
youths. The social capital is a component of the human capital that allows the
members of a community to trust each other and to cooperate in the formation
of new groups and associations.

Several forms of soclal capltal give people the opportunity to trust one another
and fo establish economic organizations. The most obvious and natural form is
the family and as a result of this a big part of business in the paost and now is
family business. The structure of family influences over the family business.

However, the family is not a fully favorable ground for economic activity
development. The most important form of communication in the economic
point of view Is the trust between people without famiiiar ties of relationship,
and their ability to work in new flexible forms of organization. This form of a
spontaneous communication often loses its potentialin cultures that emphasize
on the family ties of relationship, excluding alf the external relationships.

Discrimination is also one of the factors leading to young people emigration.
Youths of different minorities and ethnic groups should also be given the
opportunity to develop their resource capacity in the country, where they live,
instead of looking for the “chance” to emigrate, even llegally. So, multicuitural
learning and intercultural communication are to be promoted In order to
acquaint people with the benefits that could provide them the awareness of
the different cultures. Instead of making the minorities emigrate, the state has
to formulate affirmative policies towards them and guarantee them the equal
chance to prove and develop their potential because all young people are a
source of creative and positive ideas.

We have to look for the solution of these matters because the state institutions
have abdicated of thelr functions to help the young people. We have to find
Qaway our discussions not to stay in this hall but to become our contribution to
debates on the pioblems of the young people in the Balkans. Let’s search
together the response of the Important issue concerning the young people’s
motivation - for our personal contribution in solving the common problems in
our countries and in the reglon.

With the emigration of young people and skilled specialists Bulgaria loses
reproductive, economic and demographic potential. It Is true that we should
not fear of emigration, it Is a way to accumulate Intellectual potential and
professional experience in foreign countries. The question is how to make the
state attract back its citizens that have succeeded abroad.
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The state is to be able to use them, to give them a chance and to ensure
financial incentive. Real economic conditions are to be created in Bulgaria-
opportunities for jobs, professional realization and a decent payment for work-
1o retain young people and not only during the pre-eiectoral campaigns the
political groups to promise “we will keep young people in Bulgaria”

therlwlse everybody talks about young people, on behaif of them and about
their interests, but young people have still not become a subject of the

democratic changes. Young people should become a subject of the
democratic changes in the region.

The Group in Ohiid

Massive Emigration and Brain Drain
of Albanian Intelligence
in the Post-Communist Years

By Aida Kocaqi (Albania)

Albania has experienced massive emigration since 1990. This important
demographic factor was irelevant before when the society was totally isolated
from migration movements. After 1990, the primary force shaping the
demographic makeup became the enilgrorlén.

The economic situation in Albania at the end of 1980s was desperate and this
was certainly a major reason behind mass emigration. But there were also other
reasons: the very high percentage of youth unemployment and the influence
of ltalian radio and television programmes. During the previous decade, many
Albanians watched ltalian TV and the images it presented were very attractive.

Ali this was taking place against the backdrop of rapid and radical political
change that had already begun in Central and Eastern Europe at the end of
the 1980s. Events elsewhere provided a catalyst for change in Albania and
heiped to put in motion the energy of those who had been waiting for the fight
time to act.

After almost ten years of emigration, Albanians have a more redlistic Image of
Europe- It is no longer as attractive and alluring as it first seemed. This new
image. more realistic and less appealing is. in large part, due to the reception
some countries have given to immigrants. However currently Albania has the
highest rate omong Eastern and Central European countries. Data indicate
that 15% of the population is currently outside Albania. According to information
from Western Embassies In Tirana, several thousand Albanians are found in other
countries such as US, Germany, Belgium, France, Turkey, Canada, Switzerand,
Italy and Greece, which remain the top destinations.

Between 1990 -1997, Albanians have immigrated by all means, legally and
Hegally. Legal emigration is mainly to the USA through the Green Card lottery
and to Canada. Emigration to these two countries has grown increasingly in the
last few years. But in 1997 Albania saw a disproportion between legat and llegal
emigration. According to published data, 78.6% of emigrants are liegal. In
absolute terms, this equals 400 000 emigrants while only 10000 are in their country
of resldence legally. llegal emigration takes place in the following ways:
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L.Remaining in a country after the explry of a tourist or business visa. In 1999,
both ltaly and Greece introduced legal measures to facilitate the conversion
of the tourist visas into long-term residence permits. Such measures include
advancing the process of legalization in Greece and the Implementation of a
decree by the government of lialy on the legalization of the emigrants, as well
as allowing for the possibility to change a study, business or tourist visa into a
working permit.

2. lilegal crossing of state borders. This is the most common way for low-income
cltizens, who come frqm remote areas and cannot get a visa. According to
studies on the migration of Albanians, it is estimated that during 1991-1999,
approximately 5000 Albanians a month went to Greece either with avisa or as
clandestines. The average number of emigrants to ltaly both legal and legal ls
approximately 1500 per month.

3. llegal border crossing on speedboats Is the method favored by those who
can afford the relatively high fees involved. Departure takes place from the
coast and port cities (Viora, Durres shengjin) with the destination mainly to Italy
andto alesser extent Greece (from Saranday). The existence of this traffic served
for along time to alleviate potential conflicts and pressures, which could result
from the marginalization and stagnation of coastal cities and areas.

4. llegat border crossing by taxi, ships or air. Albania has a network of taxi
drivers that take llegal emigrants, usually to Greece. Others use commeicial
ships or ferryboats that travel between Albania, Italy and Greece. From there,
emigrants alm to leave for other countries in Waestern Europe. as well as to the
USA and Canada. Allines are aiso used mainly fo Western destinations. This
route is much more costly and affordable only for wealthy emigrants.

5. Claiming Cosovar identity was another important form of clandestine
emigration from Albania, especialty during 1999 when Western countiies started
accepting Kosovo refugees. Albanian citizens forget documents cloiming
Kosovar identity and emigrated as refugees although the authorities have no
data to the exact number who left in this way.
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The Choice and Challenges of Emigration
By Aisela Balla (ALbonia)

Economic factors are the most important reason behind emigration. The
country’s economic situation and the lack of a rapid recovety (given limited
domestic resources). continues to encourage people to leave.

When Albanians compare the current overali social and political situation with
the communist past, they immediately recognize that they are better off. But in
the terms of the household economy and personal income, they are more
skeptical. They faced the difficulties of daily life, the unstable economic and
political situation and the lack of vision for the future.

Data from a survey of Albanian emigrants in ltaly and Greece points out the
following six main motives for emigration:

= Receive higher wages

« Support financially their families left in Albania

« Better working conditions

« Better living standards ‘ )

« Better educational possibliities for themselves and their family members
» Political reasons

All levels of society In Albania have experienced deep economic and Isocicl
change. Until the middle of 1996 there was a gradual improvement in the
economic situation of Albanian househ_olds owing mainly to remittances onc'i
the flourishing pyramid schemes. These factors undeniably lessened even if
temporarily the major economic and social problems, which emerged as a
result of the high unemployment rates and blg disparities in wealth.
Research made among emigrants reveals that a range of fogtors govems. t_he
choice of country of emigration. Geographical proximity is the prevailing
criterion, for the following reasons:

' . 3 .
« The prospect of going far away (an early feature of Albanian emigration) Is
fess attractive because of the difficutties of the travel and communications.
People prefer proximity.
« Cultures and especially similarity of language and way of thinking. TI:\ls c;)spgct
has had a substantial influence if we consider the huge exodus fo neighboring
countries like Greece and italy.
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« Short-term or temporary migration. Many people think that they might come
back.

Culture Is a very important fact for emigrants. While economic reasons may be
thelr primary consideration, the culture needs of the younger generations are
very important. Emigrants think of schooling for thelr chitdren and the possibiiities
of thelr lifes in the new country.

Ease of a movement is also a strong determining factor. This means not only
the ease by which emigrants can enter the new country, but also travel to and
from their new home and Albania.

Other factors such as the presences of relatives in the host country, the
employment possibilities of the employment, perhaps in their own profession,
and higher wages are the motives of less importance. Re-emigration has
become more common with neighboring countries perceived as stopover points
for re-emigration to other West European countries.

The degree of integration of Albanian emigrants in Greece and ltaly, the main
host countries, is more or less the some and the problems they experience with
the local population, institutions and social services are also similar.

The rate of cladenstine emigrants to legal emigrants Is beginning to even out
given the effects of the legation of immigrants in Greece and the establishment
of legal and Institutional instruments as well as a new law on foreigners, which
acknowledges Greece as a country of immigration. Male Albanian emigrants
In Greece and Italy are mainly engaged In construction or agricutture work,
where as women are employed in domestic services. The fact that so many
Albanian emigrants are employed in difficult monual labor has reduced their
chances of improving their professional qualification and familiarizing themselves
with modern skills and technologies. Employment in poorly paid sectors is a
way of survival - it is not a means of integration or emancipation.

The process of integration in host countries becomes difficult due to the following
factors; a difficult labor market, extremist politicat and regions attitudes and
negative stereotyping by the press and the mass media which has turned the
presence of the Albanian emigrants into a political Issue. The negative factors
have been compounded by a number of criminal acts committed by Albanians,
which have been widely publiclzed by the mass media.

Emigration represents a means of guarantesing survival for families In Albania.
The financial support from remittances has been and still is one of the main
sources of the revenue for Albanian families who have poor economic
prospects. Emigration is perceived as a way to make a Iiving rather than as a
means of personal and professional development.
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Albanian emigrants have almost no social or community life in host countries.
This Is due to a number of reasons including the marginal and poor nature of
employment, the high number of illegal immigrants, the involvement of some
emigrants in the black market and other illegal activities and the lack of priority
given by the host governments to emigrants’ integration.

During the lost few years the role of the emigration as an important factor in
the alleviation of the economic and social problems of Albanian soclety is
declining. There have been many reasons for this, most of which are related to
the ever-increasing difficulties that emigrants faced:

« Restriction of opportunities and possibilities offered by Greece and italy, the
main host countries. Both countries, different levels, are undergoing deep,
financial and institutional reforms as part of thelr goat to achieve higher standards
of integration within the European Union.

Intensive campaigns against emigrants resulting discrimination and the
denomination of the Albantans. An element behind this is the involvement of
some Albanian emigrants in Hlegal and trafficking activities in neighboring
countries. Such a climate of intolerance is present both in ltaly and Greece.
despite of the differing number of the emigrants.

* A good proportion of emigrant remittances ended up in the labyrinthine
pyromid schemes that coliapsed in 1997. It seems very unlikely that they wiil
ever be returned.

« During the last decade there has been a gradual aging of the first generation
of the emigrants, while the second generation is not yet properly integrated in
the economic, social and cultural life of the host country.

Given the above factors, after aimost a decade of emigration experience,
there are no visible signs of emigrants returning to Albania and there is no
significant investment on their part in Albania.

Emigration has had an important impact on the reduction of unemployment in
Albania and helps to regulate the domestic labor market in Greece and Italy.
But in Albania, in particular in the rural areas, it results in large fluctuations in the
size of the labor force that leaves the land used, and agricuttural produced
and collected. This phenomenon is most visible in the border areas close to
Greece. .

Emigrant’s remittances continue to be important financial resources not just for
familles, but also for economic and soclal stabilization of the country. But world
trends have shown that in most cases, remittances are spent on consumer and
individual goods such as: household appliances, cars, lond purchase and shops,
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rather than investment in production. But emigration also has had a negative
impact on children’s education. Many children do not go to school in host
country for a variety of reasons: among the most prevalent Is the inabllity to
speak the language, temporary residences in the country or having to work.

In the case of Albanian emigration it is difficult to determine which of these
torms of integration, multicultural integration or assimilation, is more prevaient
since there are not studies to this end and the data cannot be generalized.
But. the efforts that emigrants make to find employment and housing and to
overcome the many difficutties in the host country mean that they focus less on
keeping their traditions, language and cutture. There are cases where people
have changed their names and even religious beliefs to overcome the great
difficutties of integration. Also emigration without the family has increased the
number of divorces. In retum, the disintegration of the families due to emigration
has led to increasing violence and criminality.

Workshop by the ioke
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Civil Society -~ a Catalyzer
or a bam for the Brain Drain

By Dane Taleski (Macedonia)

Until recently the term “civil soclety” was not known in our region. It come
along with the transition of the society as a necessary transformation of the
existing relations. The concept of civil society itself was invented and developped
In the Western parts of Europe as an answer to the domination of the ancient
regime. At the beginning it was the arrangement that gave more space to
individuals to express and realize themselves in the society. Also the very much-
needed freedom of gathering for the purposes of realizing ones goals was easier
to achieve. We wiil not be very far from the truth if we say that soon it became
one of the basic pillars of the new soclety. The concept of that new society
became strongly dependent on free individuals with equal rights, but at the
same time very proactive in the domain of public life. One of the main
paradigms of the transformation in the 18th and 19th century in what today s
known as Western Europe was that the public life and especially even more
the public policy was the concern of every citizen. So in a way the civii society
developped from the historical surroundings that needed such a movement
for expressing and working for the needs of the people. Today it may be taught
at university, it may be a topic of many books. and a main focus for many
social sciences, but it was developped and stillis a style of life. You see the civil
soclety can only be some theoretical arrangement, it is the way that people
live and behave.

Also a main reason that historically divides the experiences of West and East
Europe is the space that civil society was allowed to have from the state
institutions. In the West the civil society was defined as an autonomous space.
The concept of the statehood that was developped was one of fiberal
democracy. in which civil participation is highly valued and needed. In the
East when people could freely developped their own statehood the historical
surrounding imposed totally different concept. The concept of communism
and the leadership of the working class. That concept had very little free space
for Individual expression. As the time went by that space diminished to virtually
becoming non-existing and collective reasoning and judging became way of
life. Open-minded, free Individual with needs for active participation in the
public policy were persecuted and punished. | will leave it up to you personal
reasoning to answer to yourself how much have things changed? So. in our
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case the style of life was totally different than the one in Western Europe."At this
point | would like to address the topic of our seminar and say that the lack of
civit soclety is definltely a very big reason for young people to live their home.
Not having the freedom and liberly to express ones critical reasoning and
attitudes is very big problem for young people. At the same time If those needs
are also suppressed by the state institutions the brain draln is inevitable.

Some political philosophers believe that it is in the nature of people to be
proactive in the public life, and thot this behavior is the closest to building the
best system of governing. This reasoning is true and how big is the need for civit
soclety can be seen from the massive protest In East Europe In the late 1960s.
Also the biggest protest then came from the young students to the regime that
was repressive. Those acts of rebellion in the years continued but most were
limited and never reached the intensity of the protest in 1968. As an example |
would draw your attention to the case of the NSK (New Slovenian Culture). An
experiment of creating a state without physical territory, a society as a state of
mind. A clear and undisputed struggle for greater liberty and space for civil
activism, The most recent example of this kind of behaviour and strugglle against
repressive regime is the case of the student movement in Serbla “Otpor®.

The need of people to have and develop their space without governmental
control is great and clear, and has always been present. The inability to have
that can greatly contribute to the emigration of people. | think that | do not
need to explain how is this possible. We aii come from different places but we
are very familiar with that practice.

i will state once more that non-existence of civil actlon and participation is a
big reason for the brain drain. But is the civil society a dam for the emigration,
especially of the young people? Today things have changed. The civil sector
finally has its place and space in our societies. But how is it functioning? Is it
mobilizing the creative and active potentials of the people? is it providing
enough space and possibliities for the youht? These are difficult questions, not
because they are difficutt to answer, because if we were to take a look at the
situation in reality and give an honest answer, we would feel very bad. The civil
soclety in our countries Is still couple steps away of what it should be. A lot of
peopie who were very active in the civil society at that time left thelr positions
and went into polotics. These people were considered to be the elite of the
civil society. They were our examples, the role models of active civil participants.
is that the ultimate ambition of the civil life? Two days ago | would have said
no! But on Thursday | had the chace to be at one foundation and to see a
project proposal from a young man. The project was to create a “Shadow
cabinet” that Is a government that is not really in power bur would consist of
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civil activists. Ten activists that will have the role of ministers and would react
on the governmental decision and of course they would get paid for doing
that. | do not know about you, but | as a student of political science find this to
be totally grotesque. Unfortunately this Is the way of reasoning of young civit
activists.

Civil society s still very entangled in the politics and the political institutions.
Theoretically and practically this is good. The two need to be separated and
have space for themselves. As much as the civil society needs o be liberated
from the clutches of the state and political institutions, the state and political
processes have to be left aside from the dffiliation of some unexpressed
politicians who do not dare to enter the political arena. That is if we want to
have a developped and pro-active civii society and stable and strong state
and political institutions.

in our countries civil society s still experiencing strange mutation and still can
not be answered to all the tasks that are set in front of it. Not going any further
into that matter | would just say that it is still difficult fo say that the civil society
is a dam for the brain drain. Will it
ever be an efficient doam? | do not
know. But | am an optimist and | see
that things are changing fo better
every day. Beside the examples of
political polutioning of the civil
society, there are aiso some good
examples too that deserve to be
mentioned. it Is very clear to all of
us that today the perspectives and
possibilities of the young people are
greater mostly because of the
development of the civil society.
And what is even more important
those perspectives and possibilities
are right here in front of us in our
countries not somewhere away. The
young people do not have to chase
their dreams any more they can
realize them where they are. (...)

Discovering the Oid clty of Ohrid
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The Crisis in Cuitural Identification
As a Reason For Emigration

By Ivaylo Hranov. (Bulgaria)

We all know what the emigration level on the Balkans is nowadays. And
probably we all have our own opinion on it because we all have a friend or an
acquaintance that has IEft his home, chasing his dream abroad. Hundreds of
young people leave their home each year, looking for o better life. Some
emigrate on the pretext of taking their high schoot education; others want io
be sure that they will have professional reallzation and that it would result in
their higher standard of life. Some of them feel homesick and some of them
feel released from the burden of the life they have just left behind. They are all
conscious of what they are doing but among the other reasons there Is one
hordly distinct that still exists. This is the lack of cultural identification. | do not
believe that some people feel it. | mean that there are such people who do
not care about their national cutture and do not feel anything special about it.

Most people nowadays feel too excited about this Globalization going on,
they study foreign languages and cultures. There is a process of intercultural
education and s main purpose Is to learn people belonging to different
ethnos. religions and nations how to live together, overcoming their prejudices.
It is thought to be something useful to all the people around the world. it is a
way to stop ethnical conflicts, a way to stop wars. But there is something
more to know. Some people misunderstand the idea and think that
globatization means equalization. They lose their identity because they think
it ot means Americanization. They watch American films and listen o American
music; they are mad about Coca-Cola and Mc Donald’s not because they
are too good. They are just in fashion, a part of the Americanization. And
while the world is being Americanized, peopie travel to different countries
and study cultures that have not lost thelr identity, listen to ethno music and
appreciate traditional food.

In this respect the Balkans is one of the most exciting places in the world. May
be it is due to the numerous civilizations that lived here, but the result is an
absolutely unique mixture of languages. religions, rituals and bellefs, I is
something that has accumulated here for centuries and it is absolutely beyond
description. Christianity and Islam have combined with old pagan rituals for
health and happiness; Slavic and Turkish languages have mixed with Roman
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ones; even our blood is a mixture of the blood of different tibes. May be thisis
a reason we are not understood from the world. We seem strange to almost
anyone, but still we are just ourselves. The world thinks us for exotic and that is
why a lof of people come to spend their holidays here. They are fascinoted by
our hospitality, but soon they fall in love with our entire culture. They like the
music, the food. and the rituals. They like It ali because they find something
real, a world worth living in.

The whole world is fascinated by our folkiore, out movies, our music. There is
hardly an educated person in the world that has not heard of The Mystery of
the Bulgarian Volces Cholr and the music of Goran Bregovitch based on the
traditional Balkan music. Everyone has seen Emir Kusturica’s film or new films
like "Dust”, “Slogans” or at least the Oscar awarded “No Man’s Land”. The
audience around the world knows about Maria Catlas, Vangelis, Valya Balkaska
etfc.

thave friends who went to live in the States or in Western Europe. They confess
that these countries have a bit of anything in the world, but they do not feel
home there. They need their culture in order to feet home, to feel complete.
They realize that money helps you a lot to feel free and citizen of the world, but
they cannot give you happiness. They all need their past and their tradition to
bulld their future. | have this idea that you could live in Australia for example,
and still identify yourself as a Bulgarian. While in the same time there are people
living here and feeling as foreigners in their own land. That is why | think that
Bulgaria is not that plece of land on the Balkans. It is the Bulgarian spirit; it is in
avery person in the world who believes he/she is Buigarian.

A lot of people In Bulgaria say that they feel Bulgarians and yet they want to
emigrate so that they could survive. We have this presumption that you have
to be satisfled (food, home etc.) in order to raise your mind above it all and
start fo think about your culture. | am not quite sure about this becouse there
are so many ascots, living in the desert or in the street with no possession and
they are wiser than we will ever be, they keep the tradition of their nation or
tribe better than we can. So, poverty can not be an obstacle for your culture,
for your wisdom, for your dreams. A person Is as great as his dreams are. Our
problem is that we have a majority of people with small dreams, These are the
people with no culture and | do not mean education.

I belong to a certain group of young men who travel around Bulgaria with our
sleeping bags, tents and bags, trying to live as close to nature as possible. We
visit mountains and small villages with aimost no civilization. Our usual way of
transport Is hitchhiking and our drivers are people from different social groups.
They are ail friendly although most of them are not 1oo educated. Traveling
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with these people gave me an experience, which | could hardly imagine to be
possible because we learn a thing or two from each of them. The spirit that is
purely Balkan. | think it Is important to say that most of these people were as
poor as we are, but they were all optimistic and they were all laughing at
Misery's face. And this is a feature | am sure no one else but Balkan people
have. And we are the only ones in the world who can help ourselves. There isa
proverb, which says “You befter light a condle thon to curse darkness”™

And we are the only ones who can light out candies...




