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ABSTRACT

The importance of the British political, economic, and cultural legacy in
the Middle East in general and in Jordan in particular cannot be disputed. Britain
dominated and influenced the region lying to the east of the Mediterranean until
1952. Even though her might began to subside after the end of the second World
War, she continued to play a vital role in the destiny of the region as a power
involved directly in the Palestinian question. Yet Britain maintained prominence
in the political life of the region by supporting liberal regimes during the flow of
radicalism and communism during the three decades that followed the emergence
of Israel in 1948. Even after the failure of the Suez aggression in 1956, Britain
preserved influential leverage in political, military, cultural, and economic fields.

As a result of long historical relations, the Jordanian-British relations were
distinguished and profitable in all fields. The independence of the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan did not lead to a crisis between the two countries, but instead
boosted relations between the two countries in all fields on the basis of common
interest and mutual understanding. Also Britain remained the largest European
partner for Jordan in many spheres. Yet Jordan remained one of Britain’s most
important partners in the Middle East as a result of its stable political regime and
geographicai location.

In this study the writers endeavoured to shed light on these relations until
the early 1990s. Efforts were focused to highlight cooperation in the fields of
culture, education, tourism, agriculture, water, and other areas besides economy,
which is the core of this study.
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