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Introduction

Rural women have been suffering serious problems all over the
world . The situation has been worse in the Arab World and in developing
countries generally, despite the existence of plans and policies for inte-
grating rural women in the development process . This is firstly due to the
fact that these countries are still applying the " classical development
model " which basically aims to improve economic condition and in-
crease income .

Development is not providing job opportunities and increasing in-
come only . It is a goal oriented change aimed at improving the quality of
life and achieving welfare and equity, and includes socioeconomic and
physical dimensions .

Secondly, there are very few specialised studies on rural women in
these areas to determine women's basic needs and thus failure in solving
their problems . This has been due to the studies being too general and
non - gender conscious, in addition to difficulties posed by the use of dif-
ferent definitions and concepts in the collection of data aimed at examin-
ing general issues rather than women's issues .

Based on the above mentioned need, 1 chose the subject of the
study .

The aim of this study is to provide a development medel for rural
women . The questions considered are as follows :

- What are the socioeconomic characteristics of women in these
areas ?

- What are their basic needs and problems ?

- What can be done to bring about a closer reconciliation between
women's aims on the one hand, and the objectives and practices of
organizations concerned with women in development ?
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- What are the socioeconomic factors and variables that have to be
considered in the development model for rural women in Jordan ?

The study is divided into four parts . Part one is the methodology .
It basically concems the objectives of the study, problems, research meth-
od, sources of data collection, literature review, the hypotheses and the
situation of rural women in Jordan . Chapter two includes the survey in
the study areas (Raymon and Al - Hashemiya) . It describes the demo-
graphic, socioeconomic and physical characteristics and determines wom-
en's problems and needs . Chapter three concentrates on analysing the re-
sults and determining the relationships between various socioeconomic
and physical factors and variables by using cross tabulation, X2, correla-
tion coefficient and stepwise regression. In chapter four an attempt is
made to determine the potentialities and constraints of development in the
study areas, to define economic and physical factors that contribute to
women's development, and to propose an integrated development model
for rural women in Jordan . The study concludes with recommendations .

Methodology

A gualitative - quantitave approach is applied to assess basic needs,
problems and general characteristics in the study areas . Since no data
was available to answer research questions, a survey has been carried out
in two study areas : Raymon (north region) and Al-Hashemiya (south re-
gion) .

The following steps were taken to collect the data required :

I - Meetings with people working in government institutions
{Municipality, schools, health centres) .

2 - Group discussions with men in the two study areas to determine their
attitudes and perceptions toward women and their problems .

3 - Discussions with target group to help in defining their basic needs and
problems and to cooperate in designing the questionnaire .
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4 - Questionnaire design which includes :

- Demographic and socioeconomic characteristics of women (family
size, age, marital status, age at marriage, education (levels, types),
fertility, infant mortality, miscarriges, number of migrants outside
the villages, women's work, hours work, skills, types of work, in-
come, women's participation in family income, women's decision
taking, women's attitudes towards family size, age at marrige, use of
contraceptives, work, participation in local activities.

- Socioeconomic characteristics of the husbands .
- Physical characteristics :
Housing (number of rooms, housing condition, ownership, avail-
ability of services) .
Health facilities
Education Facilities
- Women's basic needs and problems .

5 - Formation and training of the surveyors team . Four surveyors have
been trained .

6 - The pilot survey has been done on a small sample (50 women) to test
the questionnaire .

7 - Survey undertaken which covered all of the women in the two villages
(300 women in Raymon and 284 women in Al - Hashemiya) . One
women has been interviewed in each house, and in the case of more
than one women in a house, one women was chosen randomly . The
criteria for choosing the target group was the age of women which
ranges from 15-64 years .

In addition to the above sources of data collection, 1 have depended
on my personal observation while 1 was working in the areas, also on a
few papers, reports written about the study areas .

As regards to the variables of the study, it includes the following :
Marital status, age, age at marriage, husband's income, level of education,

-6-

cultural illiteracy, skill illiteracy, housing density, women's work, hours
work, infant mortality, miscarriages, fertility, women's decision making,
use of contraceptives, women's needs, women's problems .

For the use of stepwise regression analysis, some of the above vari-
ables have been used as independent variables and the others as depen-
dents (the dependent variable chosen as indicators to development )
because it is very difficult to determine one variable to indicate develop-
ment.

The independent variables were : Marital status, age, age at marri-
age, husband's income, illiteracy, housing density, the availability of
room for women's work at home .

The dependent variables were : infant mortality, fertility, miscar-
riages, women's work, women's decision taking .

As regards to the treatment of results; it included :
- Cross tabulation of the interdependencies of the variables .
- X? to determine if there were relationships between the variables .

- Correlation coefficient to determine the relationship between the dif-
ferent variables .

- Stepwise regression analysis to study the impact of the chosen inde-
pendent variables on the dependent variables .

Summary of the main findings :

Listed below are some of the main results concluded from the
study :

1 - The survey reveals that a high percentage of women in the study areas
are between 15 and 24 years of age .

2 - Almost (80%) of the women were married before 20 years .

3 - Average family size is large (8 persons at Raymon and 9 at Al-
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Hashemiya) .
4 - More than 50% of the women have not had miscarriages .

5 - Female - male infant mortality rates are quite similar in Raymon and
varied in Al-Hashemiya where male infant mortality is higher .

6 - The study indicates a high percentage of male migrants out of the vil-
lages due to lack of job opportunities and the low retumn from agricul-
fure .

7 - Iliteracy rate is quite low in Raymon (31.3%) and is higher in Al-
Hashemiya (49.6%) .

8 - Traditions and values have played a vital role in discouraging women
for seeking education .

9 - As regards women's participation in the labour force, the study reveals
that the level of their participation is very low . And most of women
work in the informal sector, temporarly with little or no income be-
cause their skills are traditional .

10 - Women's activities and hours work during the day, the results indi-
cate that they spend most of the hours at domestic work .

11 - Regarding husbands' profession and income, the study reveals that
men in the two study areas are mostly working in the military servic-
es, and their monthly income is around JD. 148 in Raymon and JD.
118 in Al-Hashemiya .

12 - The attitudes and perceptions of women towards work and participa-
tion in local activities are very positive in the study areas .

13 - Women’s attitude towards family size, they favour a large family, 5-8
childern, and mostly prefer the early marriage age .

14 - The study indicates that differences do exist between women's atti-
tude towards the use of contraceptives and the actual use of them .

15 - Women's basic needs are quite similar in the study arcas . They all
ask for more social services {education and health) in addition to in-
frastructure (water, sewerage, transport) . They want trainning pro-
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grammes and their priority is for sewing .

16 - The study indicates that more than 50% of the women are unaware of
development project in their areas .

17 - The survey shows that development projects in the study areas are
incempatible with women's basic needs . The question which arises
here is : How do they choose these projects ? Why ? Who is the target
group ?

Integrated Model for Rural Women Development

Diagram (1) summarizes the socio - economic and physical factors
required for rural women's development in Jordan :

1 - The integration of rural women into the socioeconomic development
process does not occur spontaneously . There is a need to direct gov-
ernment efforts to develop new policies and establish new legislations
and laws which support rural women, with emphasis on their role in
the production process .

2 - Resources :

a - Finance : includes

- Private sector : involves all the grants, loans and assistance which
are offered by the private sector to rural women projects .

- public sector : includes all the money spent by the government on
rural women projects .

- Intemnational loans and grants : offered by intemnational organiza-
tions to rural women projects .

b - Natural Resources :

- Agricultural development, where natural resources {agricultural
land and water) are potentials for developing this sector . The de-
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velopment of agriculture is dependend on the use of appropriate
technology and extension programmes .

- Agro industries - dependent on the agricultural production in the
area.

- Better utilization of water resources .

¢ - Human resources :
- local expertise
- foreign expertise

3 - Women's participation : Increased level of women's participation is
dependent on their level of knowledge and awareness which can be

improved through :

- Literacy programmes .

- Training programmes on new skills .

- Social programmes .

- Health programmes .

Here also one has to mention the role of mass media in increasing

women's awareness and knowledge .

4 - The co-ordination between various institutions and ministries involved
to achieve integration in providing services and facilities in these areas
¢health, education, social centres, infrastructure, housing ... €tc) .
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