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Yemeni Center for Strategic Studies

An Introductory Outline

The Yemeni Center for Strategic Studies was established in 1996, with
its headquarters in Sana'a. It is an independent, scientific foundation devoted
to scientific and Strategic studies, that adhere to an objective and neutral
research methodology. Its activities are devoted to Yemeni, Arab and Islamic
affairs, as humanitarian issues. The Center is directed by a management
council and an advisory board, made up of notable researchers and
instructors.

The Center’s Objectives

¢ The study of the political, economic, social, and cultural situation in the
Yemeni Republic, in order to contribute to Yemen's development, and
strengthening its security, independence, and external relations.

¢ The study and analysis of issues dealing with the Arab world, whether
they may be internal or external, cultural or political, economic or social.

¢ To investigate regional Arab development, inter- Arab -Islamic issues, as
well as the difficulties and disputes that challenge and hinder solidarity.

¢ To investigate the variables such as growth and its effects on the Arabian
Peninsula, and the Muslim world.

¢ To investigate the motives and bases of political resolution in the region.

¢To contribute to the enhancement of cultural interaction between
different cultures.



L

Instruments and Activities of the Center

To achieve its objectives, the Center depends on scientific instruments,
intellectual and cultural activities, including the preparation of studies.
research, analysis, design and execution of programs which are in demand
and are of interest to various applicants.

It also holds symposia, conferences, meetings, and discussions to
present the material which has been collected by the Center.
The center also publishes various magazines, newspapers, periodicals. and
books as it establishes cooperation with institutions with common goals.

Center Publications

The Center Publications:

1. Modern Affairs: a quarterly journal. which focuses on
researches and academic studies.

. Strategic Report: an annual report. concerned with political,
economic. social and cultural affairs in the Yemeni Republic.

. The Center also issues books and newsletters dealing with
Yemeni, Arab and Islamic issues.
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Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung

Committed to Social Democracy

History

The Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES) was founded in 1925 as a political
legacy of Germany's first democratically elected president, Friedrich [iher'l.

Ebert, a Social Democrat from a humble crafts background who had risen
to hold the highest political office in his country. in response to his own
painful experience in political confrontation had proposed the establishment
of a foundation to serve the following aims:

« furthering political und social education of individuals from all

walks of life in the spirit of democracy and pluralism,

o facilitating access to university education and research for gifted

voung people by providing scholarships,

 contributing to international understanding and cooperation.

The Foundation. which was banned by the Nazis in 1933 and not re-
established until 1947, continues today to pursue these aims in all ity extensive
activities.

As a private cultural non-profit institution, it is committed to the wdeas and
basic values of social democracy.

Facts and ﬁgures

o Staff: a total of 560 (2002} in the offices in Bonn and Berlin. the four
academies and thirteen State and regional offices and abroad.

« Budget: approx. 110 million Euro (2002); mainly public funding.

« Events: in Germany alone more than 150,000 persons took part in
some 3,000 educational courses, discussion forums and special-
subject conferences in 2002, .

«+ International cooperation: activities in more than 100 countries.

« Scholarships: approx. 1750 students received a scholarship in 2002,
260 of them from abroad. Over 400 new scholarships were awarded
that same vear.

Library: largest specialized library on the German and international labour

movement with over 650,000 volumes.

International Work

DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION

The Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung maintains its own representations in 70
countries of Africa, Asia, the Middle East and Latin America. 70 German
staff are posted in these countries at present and - with the assistance of
numerous local staff - are engaged in projects in the fields of socio-political
development and economic and social promotion.

The Foundation spends approximately half of its nnual budget
on international activities. Its partners come from politics, business,
associations, trade unions, academia, and also from the communication
sector and cultural institutions.

The Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung sees its activities in the developing
countries as a contribution to:

* promoting peace and understanding between peoples and inside
the partner countries.

« supporting the democratisation of the State and society and
strengthening the civil society,

» improving general political, economic and social conditions,

« reinforcing free trade unions.

+ developing independent media structures,

+ facilitating regional and worldwide cooperation between states
and different interest groups and gaining recognition for human
rights.

INTERNATIONAL DIALOGUE

In addition. the Foundation maintains offices in 33 countries of
Western Europe, Central and South-East Europe, the CIS-countries, and also
the USA and Japan. In these countries it fosters the dialogue between
democratic forces with the aim of bringing about a balance of interests.
resolving conflicts and drawing up policy options. It ccoperates in this process
with partners from various social groups and organisations, such as trade
unions, political parties. educational and research institutions. public
administrations, and also city and local governments.

In the reform states in the eastern part of Europe, the Friedrich-Ebert-
Stiftung is involved in supporting the process of democratisation, the transition to a
market economy and the establishment of a civil society, in particular in the fields of
labour market, social, environmental and media policies. It supports these countries
in the process of accession to the EU,



Furthermore, the Foundation contributes to both the internal German
and international debates with its journal "'International Politics and
Society'" (available in English) and series of publications in German such as
"Eurokolleg’" and "Politikinformation Osteuropa''. The section
"International Policy Analysis" studies questions related to foreign policy,
European integration and international economic and social politics.

National Work

POLITICAL EDUCATION

It is the aim of political education by the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung to
assist the citizens of the Federal Republic of Germany in responding to the
changes in politics and society and thus to enable them to take part in a
critical and proactive manner.

The corresponding activities which focus, amongst other things.
on creating a well-halanced relationship between east and west
Germany, take place in two conference centres, its academies and 13

regional offices.
The wide range of subjects and questions includes all fundamental
issues concerning democracy, international relations and day-to-day politics.

RESEARCH AND CONSULTING

The practice-orientated research and consulting activities of the
Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung take place at the locations in Bonn and Berlin.
The Foundation's centralised discussion circles on economic.
technological, labour and social policies, and also on social and
contemporary history focus on topics which will be pivotal in shaping
our society in future. The content and orientation for these activities are
provided by the report of the Future Commission of the Friedrich-
Ebert-Stiftung.

At the same time, the political and academic dialogue on
problems of foreign and security policies is promoted. Analyses and
potential solutions drawn up at symposia, special-subject conferences
and discussion forums are made available to a wider circle of experts
from politics, business and academia and to the interested citizens by
means of a large number of publications.

Research on social and contemporary history is dedicated to the
historical context of social democracy and trade unions. The Archives of
Social Democracy and the Foundation's library in Bonn preserve "'both the
unprinted and printed memory of the labour movement”'. The Karl-Marx-
House and its study centre in Trier are also part of the historical research
activities.

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME

In its graduate and post-graduate programmes the Foundation
supports students and academics with outstanding qualifications from
Germany and abroad for whom an academic education is not only a first step
in their career but expresses their commitment to democracy. the State and
society.
In its supplementary seminar programme the Foundation aims at building
bridges between science and ist practical application and at creating a better
understanding about the purpose and the nature of democracy and political
policy.
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The Relationship between Yemen and the Gulf Cooperation
Council Prior to Yemen’s Official Membership Request

The paper entitled: “the Relationship between Yemen and the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) Prior to Yemen's Official Membership Request”
by Dr. Mohammed Ali al-Saqqaf, Professor of Law, deals namely with the
following issues:

I: Divided Yemen and the GCC
- Reasons for marginalising divided Yemen
1. The stand of Saudi Arabia
2. The relationship of Southern Yemen with one of the two
international fighting poles over the Gulf

3. The ideclogical and military conflict between the two Yemeni
states

- Development aids from the GCC to Yemen
I. Yemcen Arab Republic and the GCC
2. Peoples Democratic Republic of Yemen and the GCC
3. Development aids to Yemen being the reason for excluding
Yemen’s membership to the GCC

II: Unified Yemen and the GCC
1. An attempt to break the isolation
2. Re-building Isolation
3. Settling border-disputes in order to normalise relations

Abstract:

The first part of the paper deals with the relationship between divided Yemen
and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). GCC was established when Yemen
was still divided. The establishment was an attempt of small states in the
Arab Gulf to unify after the withdrawal of Britain in the process of
decolonisation. It was also a result of an attempt by the three big countries:
Iran, Saudi Arabia, and Iraq te fill the gap of Britain’s absence and to impose
their cu+.ody on the region. In spite of Yemen's importance and its strategic
location, it was not invited to participate in Muscat 1976 Cenference of
foreign ministers of the eight countries overlooking the Gulf.

Ti.: paper discusses the reasons for excluding divided Yemen from
participating in the joint Gulf cooperation activities. Of these reasons are: the
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stance of Saudi Arabia, the relationship of Southern Yemen with one of the
two international fighting poles over the Gulf and the ideological and military
conflict of the two Yemeni states.

The paper also examines the impact of the GCC development aid that fronted
the aid to Yemen and played a role in shaping the relationship between the
two parties. The GCC offered aid to Arab countries, including the two states
in Yemen. Priority was given for aids handled through bilateral ties and
national development funds of the GCC countries. Conversely, the GCC’s
yearly reports did not refer to the possibility of Yemen’s membership in spite
of development aid provided.

The author extends to deal with the relationship between unified Yemen and
the GCC. He refers to the so-called “swapped revenge policy” betwecen
unified Yemen and GCC countries, which led to state of lissatisfaction
between the two sides. The reason is that GCC countries excluded Yemen
during the preparation and establishment phase of the GCC. The Yemen
Arab Republic considered this stance provoking. The second phase was
marked by unification. Due to Yemen's position towards the second Gulf
crisis, the GCC reversibly reacted by supporting separation attempt in
Yemen in 1994,

The author also examines Yemen's attempts to break the imposed isolation.
Yemen worked beyond its normal and regional bounds making alliance with
Iraq and joining Arab Cooperation Council (ACC) as well as hosting its
summit in Sana'a in September 1989. Yemen also sought to join the
Commonwealth Organizaticn in 1997 and Barcelona declaration in 1995.

Finally, the paper looks into the process of normalising Yemen-Gulf relations
examining Yemen's outbreak of its regional isolation following the Second
Gulf War. The normalisation of relations resulted successfully in signing the
border treaties with Oman in 1992 and the memo of understanding with
Saudi Arabia in 1995, paving the way for the Yemeni-Saudi International
Border Treaty signed in Jeddah on June 12, 2000. Signing the treaty made a
final settlement of the 66 years of conflict between the two countries.
Afterwards, Yemen concluded its disagreement with Kuwait. Bilateral

relations were considerably affected by Yemen's position in the second Gulf
crisis.
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Political Dimension of Yemen's Accession to the
Gulf Cooperation Council

The paper entitled: ''Yemen and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)- from
Establishment to Gradual Approach”, by Dr. Jalal Ibrahim Fakeera,
Professor of Political Science at Sana'a University, deals with the following
issues:

1-Yemen's stands on security in the Gulf region

2-Security formulation prior to the establishment of the GCC ani/ the
denotations of Yemeni stance

3-Circumstances that led to the establishment of the GCC

4-Yemen and its relations with the GCC- since founding until Yemen’s
request for accession

5-Yemen and the GCC: benefits and obligations

6-Reconciliation between challenges and preconditions

Abstract: (

The paper commenced by explaining the Yemeni views on Arab Gulf security
pointing out to that location of Yemen in the Arab Peninsula, a neighbour to
Gulf countries. The Yemeni views of gulf security are manifested through
Yemen's national identity, which sees Gulf security as part of Arab Peninsula
and Arab land security. Yemen also sees that Gulf security a common
responsibility of Gulf countries in the first place and then a collective Arab
responsibility. Hence, Yemen objects to the foreign military presence in the
region.

Moreover, the paper examines the historic presentation of security
formulations prior to the establishment of the GCC, showing a series of
initiatives, including the Iranian Initiative in March 1974, the Damam
Conference in December 1974, the Muscat first and second Conference in
November 1976 and 1977 in consequence, the Omani Technical Project in
February 1979, the Tayef Conference in October 1979 and finally the Bagdad
National Declaration in February 1980. The paper also reviews Yemen's
perspective in these initiatives.

The paper also reviews the regional and international conditions when the

GCC was established. On the regional level and in the end of 1970s, the
Islamic revolution broke out in Iran, the war between north and south

14



Yemen, and between Iraq and Iran took off. On the international level, the
US dominance in the region was undermined mainly because of the Islamic
revolution in Iran and the Soviet Union invasion of Afghanistan.

The author looks into the relationship between Yemen the GCC since
establishment until the request for accession, reviewing Yemen's stance and
its understanding of the GC™ estat lishment. Yemen has adopted a "wait and
see”" policy when the GCC was established. However, Yemen's stance
changed after 1982 when the political circumstances showed absolute
approval.

The relationship between unified Yemen and GCC countries witnessed
remarkable tension in 1991-1994. But this period was followed by a gradual
strengthening of ties following 1995. In the Doha Summit 1996, Yemen
presented an official request to access to the GCC. However, the summit final
report did not refer to Yemen's request.

After signing the Yemeni-Saudi border treaty in Jeddah in 2000, Yemeni-
Saudi relations began to develop and prosper. Yemen's relations with other
Gulf States had also developed. Muscat Summit in 2001 admitted Yemen to
some GCC bodies and committees.

The paper concludes by referring to the benefits and obligations resulting
from Yemen-GCC ties. The author affirms the regional and national gains
resulting from the gradual accession, including defence and security
integration, strengthening Arab security and enhancing Arab political,
economic and security integration. The paper reviews the burdens on GCC
and Yemen as a result of the accession process.
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The Economic Dimension of Yemen's Accession to the
Gulf Cooperation Council

The paper entitled '"The Economic Dimension of Yemen's Accession to the -
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)- Possible Economic Cooperation & Future
Prospects” by Dr. Taha Ahmad al-Fosail, Assistant Professor of Economy, at
Sana'a University, attempts to analyse and study the economic cooperation
between Yemen and the GCC in light of the following issues:

1-  Economic cooperation amongst GCC countries
2-  Possible economic cooperation between Yemen and GCC countries

3- Importance of economic cooperation between Yemen and GCC countries
4- Future prospects

Abstract:
Commercial and economic cooperation was one of the most important
objectives behind the establishment of the GCC, the 2002 treaty was a step

forward. It considered the impact of globalisation and stressed on the
necessity of economic unity.

The second. discussed. issue is. the possibhle economic. relationship. and.
reinforcement of partnership between Yemen and the GCC. Development
and progress of economic ties have multiple requirements; the main is
political management that boosts economic cooperation towards tangible
economic integration in the future and defines a fixed timeframe to achieve it.
Economic ties must not be confined to financial and economic aids; they
should rather be broader in term of setting up joint investment projects.

The third focus is on the importance of economic cooperation between Yemen
and GCC countries which leads to enforcing and widening trade, organizing
Yemeni employment, setting up joint investment and security projects, as well
as political cooperation.

The paper also explores the future prospect of Yemen-Gulf relations that
depend on foreign and internal policy, vision and trends. Saudi policies in
particular dominate the Gulf countries especially after the US events of
September 2001 and the Yemen-US ties. A further point in this regard is the
strength and consistency of the Yemeni political system and its capacity to
create favourable local environment utilising the best available potentials.
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The Security Dimension of Yemen’s accession to the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC)

The paper entitled “The Security Dimension of Yemen’s accession to the Gulf
Cooperation Council” by Mohammed Yahya al-Saberi, Researcher and
Political Analyst, deals with the following issues: ~

1- Overview

2- Security in Gulf countries: concepts and dimensions

3- Security relations between Yemen and Gulf countries

4- Events of September 11, 2001: security future of Yemen-Gulf relations

The paper deals with concepts and dimensions of the security of Gulf
countries. The author remarks that countries perceive their security through
series of factors referred to as “country capacity”. The term that appeared in
the 1960s differs in essence from the term “power”. The 1980s witnessed
critical developments for the status of security in the Gulf countries. The
most important of these developments are the downfall of Iran Shah regil.ne,
the emergence of internal tensions threatening the stability of Gulf countrle§,
the Soviet Union occupation of Afghanistan, and the breaking out of Iraqi-
Iranian war. The Iragi invasion of Kuwait marked a new phase of Gulf
security and separated Gulf security from that of that nationxi Arab’s. As a
result, the Gulf countries became controlled under what may be called “The
US Peace Umbrella”. At this stage, the author demonstrates that the most
critical and dangerous crisis jeopardizing the Gulf security during the 1990s
are the US military presence, foreign assurances, and blowing up threats
facing Gulf countries to get economic, political gains and compensate for the
US military spending deficiency following the end of the cold war. This issue
comes in association with the weak military capacity of the Gulf countries,
explained by ;he following equation:

higher domestic income + high defence expenditures in
comparison to very low population total = full defence power

On the other hand, the author deals with general frames for Gulf security. He
believes that Gulf war pushed towards three choices:
- Assuring security through Gulf self work and improving GCC'
capacities. Though the shock of Iraqi invasion of Kuwait
postponed the notions of improvement



- Striking defence agreements with the US, Britain and France
which were the result of angry reactions

- Maintaining Damascus Declaration stuck by the Gulf countries
with Egypt and Syria after the war. However, the declaration
came to an end following 1996

The paper also examines security relations between Yemen and Gulf
countries. During security discussions, the Gulf countries neglected Yemen’s
position for five years- 1995-2000. In 2000, Yemen was viewed as capable of
discussing security issues positively. This change of views is a consequence of
the important developments between Yemeni and American relations and a
result of a Yemeni scheme to set up and improve military and security
relations.

During the 90s, three security issues controlled joint relations with
Yemen, namely; the Yemeni-Saudi security issue, the regional security
issue and international security in the Arab Peninsula.

The paper concludes by analysing the impact of September 2001 events on the
future of security: in Yemen-Gulf relations. The author states that
governments in the region lost control as an active part or partner to define
contents of security files. They can, also, no longer resist the negative
consequences, especially after the progress of the US war on the so-called
“terrorism” and its preparation to invade Iraq. Such events led to the
following:

- Introduce Gulf and Saudi societies to the American and
western public opinion as forms of threat and that Yemen is a
heaven for terror. The US strategy in this regard will define
the kind of Yemen-Gulf security cooperation.

- The intensive US military presence in the region and the
European military presence in the Red and Arab seas as well as
the Gulf would rearrange the roles and standings in the region.
The downfall of Iraq will not be merely a blow to Gulf states”
but it would have serious setback on active countries in the
region such as Saudi Arabia, Egypt,Iran, Syria, Yemen, Sudan
and the African Horn. The outcome would be a new secrrity
perspective that will change the regulations, standings and roles
of countries.
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