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Dear Colleagues and Friends,  

New York is gearing up for election season and it is not only about the US 
primaries. The next Secretary General will be selected in the course of this year 
and reform is in the air: For the first time in history, the General Assembly will hold 
public hearings (April 12 to 14) with the currently nominated candidates. While the 
Security Council will still be in charge of nominating a candidate (as it had done in 
the past), the public hearings will give unprecedented attention - and to an extent 
transparency - to the selection process of the UN Secretary General. 
Over the last years, many have advocated for reforms in the procedure to ensure 
more accountability and transparency. At our event "The Secretary-General We 
Deserve -Towards an Open and Transparent Selection" on March 30, it became 
clear that public engagement and debate will be key during this year's nomination 
process to push for even more openness in the future. 
"Dare More Democracy" was Willy Brandt's very popular candidacy slogan for 
German chancellorship in the 1970s. It seems that the current endeavors for 
strengthening and reforming the UN System, in particular the SG selection 
process, could well be described and fueled by this very motto. 
As always, this newsletter provides you with information on upcoming and past 
activities of the FES NY office. The team at FES looks forward to your feedback 
and suggestions. 
 
Best regards, 
 

 
 
 

Bettina Luise Rürup 
Executive Director 
Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung - New York Office  

 

 

Upcoming Event: Informal Dialgues with the Candidates for the 
next Secretary-General  
April 12-14, 2016  
UN, Trusteeship Council 
 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U9rlXZ87tUvtysAoe05ZuDRVbTpAj-SJ5kr-43QRhJ2HePxKnjJl5XVQ8CyJgfbY4Vlpc7w4mcKM863-Hoz6x_Rmyis1nqfDsptoZA8E2ihVRCUeC-Or9CH5nDClD6Hbqm5_sMN7Lh7XqBWEtzjOhgbvlrVAwVDxm5obnRRERqGW7R08_Vtdt72C8dU27gdUJXohem-Lrnd1G1TVw9-YC8RRLMtArJgXLjGBaJJmG-bTU6JpJx8NCiMCQYRbRSrKpkfqGiXjRqz-HpDcJwtdlSgiNC53tgR2sCzcskanqC_8MX1rfpb6zSDpu5eTYcCe94BLP9fMvGS7oDTvmJ5lm-SxPxsWzw6qCn-GP8DCbtuarfsNRp5ubIAVh0-_zK0T&c=CoZyQHvGKXkNMkIWJz4Jv7VoZUj4nsjySfDS7ELXbgxkGdwYyYb_FQ==&ch=ZTM4tfuFJ8D6nGTDzVGURQnoTpCfFBkqmk07lC_YR9Nd_xew39zsog==


UN President of the General Assembly Selection Website 
FES New York live reporting from the General Assembly 
1for7Billion Campaign Coverage  
 

Upcoming Event: "Systemic issues and debt in trying times: How 
can the FFD process help?" 
 

April 19,2016, 1:15 pm-2:30 pm 
New York, UNHQ, Conference Room 8 
RSVP here 
 
Financing conditions for most developing countries were favorable for several 
years due to high export earnings and easy access to credit. This has changed 
rapidly in the past year, as commodity prices have collapsed and capital flows 
have dried up. Recessionary or subdued growth expectations are taking hold 
everywhere, not just in developing countries, reflecting deep uncertainties. The 
debt sustainability indicators of many countries have deteriorated fast, and 
outlooks are for further deterioration. 
 
The Addis Ababa Action Agenda has recommitted that the international community 
ensure sustainable development financing to build better institutions to prevent and 
manage debt crises and to improve the international financial and monetary 
system as a whole. Against a challenging outlook for the global economy, the 
pursuit of a comprehensive reform agenda in this area is becoming increasingly 
urgent. The UN's Financing for Development follow up process holds promise as a 
venue to build consensus and advance policy proposals to address these 
challenges. 
 
This side-event aims to reengage the wider development community in discussion 
of systemic issues, including debt, which are key aspects of the holistic financing 
for development agenda that are particularly urgent to address in these trying 
times. 

Concept Note 
Draft Program 
 

 

Publication Launch in the context of Side Event on Systemic Issues and 
Debt:  

FES Perspective - "The Contribution of the Addis Ababa Action 
Agenda to Agenda 2030: Toward a new era of international 
cooperation"  
by Jose Antonio Ocampo 
April 19, 2016, 1:15 pm-2:30 pm 
New York, UNHQ, Conference Room 8 
 
The 2016 Financing for Development Forum faces a tremendous challenge to 
forge coherence among three flagship development agreements from 2015: the 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U9rlXZ87tUvtysAoe05ZuDRVbTpAj-SJ5kr-43QRhJ2HePxKnjJl5QYzpFwsjy30Hqs1DBfAfihzNBHkfheSBzRqX4V4r3XMbTkM06sLNLf3I_odViPzPV1ZRbWSkYPRnGfbOqutqvk2deZrwPZB70soR0KdHGOkNX1cmG5WxCIbvepxPrgkr8T9gFaYsMkoEhhnsZ4ppaVbuIX09JOedzlyDeoN2izS8dL7X5QvQeY-WgIQE56ENwdJWQkFG1m4tUdTkZczR6ov_ke1hHKdFwjG5js__6v0JrBAZ5RfydrGl2s0foFaYBF_V2J1x9XFgjfUg8PGgS3C6H9Zox0iqGlk3EGaZRCvBYFobTvfwXvicbJjkrSyMA==&c=CoZyQHvGKXkNMkIWJz4Jv7VoZUj4nsjySfDS7ELXbgxkGdwYyYb_FQ==&ch=ZTM4tfuFJ8D6nGTDzVGURQnoTpCfFBkqmk07lC_YR9Nd_xew39zsog==
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Addis Ababa Action Agenda, Agenda 2030 and the Paris Climate Change 
Agreement. To move these interdependent processes forward, international 
cooperation is needed in tax evasion and avoidance, countercyclical financing for 
the system of development banks, more fair and democratic bi-lateral and mega-
regional trade and investment agreements, and related to systemic issues and 
debt. 
 
In the context of the side event, Mr. Ocampo will discuss the need for a new era of 
international cooperation to deal with persistent systemic imbalances, which 
require a proper global financial safety net, including macroprudential regulations 
on cross-border flows, a concern that has been largely ignored by the Financial 
Stability Board, just as the design of a system for sovereign debt restructuring has 
advanced in only a limited way in the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 
 
Click here to request publication 
 

Upcoming Event: "Intensifying and Expanding International Tax 
Cooperation to Achieve Sustainable Development"  
April 21 2016, 3:00pm - 6:00pm, 
New York, UNHQ, Conference Room F 
By invitation only 

On April 21, 2016, the President of the General Assembly (PGA) is convening a 
High-Level Thematic Debate (HLTD) on "Achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goals." As the event aims to contribute towards establishing much-needed 
coherence between the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, the Agenda 2030, and the 
Paris Climate Change Agreement, domestic resource mobilization and taxation, 
among others, have emerged as vital policy areas that, if sustainable development 
is to be achieved, require a high-degree of and commitment to international 
cooperation.  
 
In this context, and in support of the HLTD, the South Centre, UNCTAD, and FES 
New York are convening a two-part Dialogue Room entitled "Intensifying and 
Expanding International Tax Cooperation to Achieve Sustainable Development." 
Part I, featuring initial presentations by international tax experts, will be followed by 
a moderated roundtable for invited discussants. There will also be some open 
seats for those with UN passes to participate in the roundtable. 
 
The intended outcome of the event is a wider and better informed constituency 
among delegations in New York, especially those from the developing countries, 
and civil society support for new institutional arrangements to promote the higher 
level of international tax cooperation needed for countries to undertake Agenda 
2030 and their commitments under the Paris Agreement. 
 
Concept Note  
Program 
 

Past Event: "The UN Secretary-General We Deserve - Towards 
an Open and Transparent Selection" 
March 30, 2016 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U9rlXZ87tUvtysAoe05ZuDRVbTpAj-SJ5kr-43QRhJ2HePxKnjJl5QYzpFwsjy30h9iFpEBdi8gXU712G4l1H1X-C46D7V0sLD1wMcBgeSLTqKQyWdxOppwar_wrSJr5v9S_DgdmEJ-lBJR65vh7wCKBmlUsVYQEMifa9Z9S_hDMaLVZvUDZ_j8YlyfCaQQl1EU1DFRslbBOb2DtRRopwbyRbV022NAYxfpMamm2veurPyEjPzr_nrJDfpi9w9LDZgJQD2p8Kn78UBijUyE_Eray6yn_qqKw5BjneqQWJpdCBX6E0n59DdvEZ2cETN6xYx3qfopJwZogwfhqd6DP4ButR8ofUi-zU251wp6upkiiRi5V8Jhlb3IAI0OfYttGHf7CqO6MvmuTdTIGYwRCd1weRqjT80ERT-y1zJWfNLKxKdn4Tj3qQVhr3GhzWJAf&c=CoZyQHvGKXkNMkIWJz4Jv7VoZUj4nsjySfDS7ELXbgxkGdwYyYb_FQ==&ch=ZTM4tfuFJ8D6nGTDzVGURQnoTpCfFBkqmk07lC_YR9Nd_xew39zsog==
tel:212016
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U9rlXZ87tUvtysAoe05ZuDRVbTpAj-SJ5kr-43QRhJ2HePxKnjJl5QYzpFwsjy30zhW4aTOsXY7H3NBVFriBBD0lVl2SFwFiIx1qrwOpHAkac1Tx6Lv4pX9_XFoRk-zi-rBYYbPhuy2mTSJtZpZNActefZpOY4Hc2H2D8YfppFZH3CDyt7iRP7KBVXcfHY671VUp5bArW0-qNK0LY91CURNmFTHiBShENrTi96MfYCBwSRUnF1SeJY4r_fCb48vSWIKWUWoOPQzsWrAnEkiUVfLFv0slFkL931KNcVlRWJGipxA6GfSm8cfXIF4vMBOiVP21GNEIxKnpGkwMHDkAkP3mW_L_UKIlTkN-ElKP2B6YQEIXHXzp2eU-0CHUz9ictkiWg8ajBGQsboBG5HmgndoKF0kZwKqAcsUYmaTsc2fRZj9K170dimtVuxW2B4OPjj2c0lr7N7y53WQ8q-n19N4DQMefGXqbwTT0pLpr7CI=&c=CoZyQHvGKXkNMkIWJz4Jv7VoZUj4nsjySfDS7ELXbgxkGdwYyYb_FQ==&ch=ZTM4tfuFJ8D6nGTDzVGURQnoTpCfFBkqmk07lC_YR9Nd_xew39zsog==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U9rlXZ87tUvtysAoe05ZuDRVbTpAj-SJ5kr-43QRhJ2HePxKnjJl5QYzpFwsjy3099No7_SIoOQYOlp5tCt2BxSaGi9nVdNDQkgnL6BO6dnRtSRAQzfanwHjum4SyWldHbqNMAVg4GWiPeri5Bj2qg5opdixjkIkh18ePF2_DItqoZz6rSUC52SP3v2ZLdLkjtCH_cQD1mDInBbR15TNHcuHFzN5bEEZAc_QepBjeMRRa29NcISGhBKeXZ2igaMARz-nae5-HJNvmsKtLmTbEVOS7rslIkib4r8H-cnoB19wi4erqiPknA_7lqhm3VQrqnSZPfJ6zfkn3deYMt-PeSAV9Jx7cGJyYdkGiHFuIZWaIaZJYVxx2tUqt56zL0lCjbyxluwiA77Z613rU4_-ugv5-TyAho_hBpbNXupjnL8cAIteXM0cqhLFGtJJUqfgvMYu9NlPmLm3AYuY3dDBw-jN_0QtlCoQ-jL5jglLYU8=&c=CoZyQHvGKXkNMkIWJz4Jv7VoZUj4nsjySfDS7ELXbgxkGdwYyYb_FQ==&ch=ZTM4tfuFJ8D6nGTDzVGURQnoTpCfFBkqmk07lC_YR9Nd_xew39zsog==


United Nations Headquarters, New York  
 

As a new UN Secretary-General has to be selected this year, for the first time in 
history, the General Assembly (GA) will hold hearings with candidates. To discuss 
these and other changes in the appointment process, FES New York co-organized 
a debate with UN Member States and experts from academia and civil society. 
Among the panelists was the President of the GA Morgens Lykketoft. 

Program 

Past event: "Monopoly on the Use of Force 2.0? Implications for 
the International Order" 
 
March 10, 2016  
The Church Center for the United Nations, New York 
 
In December 2014, the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung launched a Global Reflection 
Group on "A monopoly for the use of force 2.0? Is there a need for new peace and 
security rules in the 21st century?" Before drafting its final report, the Global 
Reflection Group shared its preliminary findings during two sessions with UN 
diplomats and Secretariat officials, as well as experts from Think Tanks, 
Academia, and NGOs. 
 

Program 

Learn more about the Global Reflection Group 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Visit Our Website 

www.fes-globalization.org/new_york  
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