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Friends of the Victimized Families Group was initiated by women from civil society who wanted to help women and children affected by the
conflict situation in the southernmost provinces which escalated in 2004. At present, Friends of the Victimized Families Group is committed to gathering
the affected families in various activities such as therapy groups, vocational support and radio programs to communicate with the world and forge a
better understanding.

The Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES) is the oldest political foundation in Germany. It has been active in Thailand since 1970. It works, together with
a wide range of non-governmental and governmental institutions towards peace, democracy and social justice in Thailand and Germany. Since 2005,
supporting peace-building in and for the Deep South has been an important effort of the project team.

ISBN 978-974-235-6491

© FES and Friends of the Victimized Families Group

All the pictures and content in this book are under the copyright of the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, Thailand Office (FES Thailand) and Friends of the
Victimized Families Group. Copying, editing or utilizing the pictures or content publicly without the written permission from the above organizations
are prohibited.

Impressum
Publisher: Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung
Thanapoom Tower, 23rd Floor,1550 New Petchburi Road,
Makkasan, Ratchathewi, Bangkok 10400 Thailand
Person responsible: Vesna Rodi¢
Project management: Jost Wagner
Project coordination Southern Thailand: Soraya Jamjuree, Lekha Kliengklao
Project team: Jost Wagner, Ittinat Seeboonruang,
Tien Truong, Nathamon Muangmit
Sommart Krawkeo, Thatsanavanh Banchong
Translations: [ttinat Seeboonruang, Tien Truong,
Stephanie du Chatellier, Sommart Krawkeo
Image processing and layout: Tooten Photography Co., Ltd.
Exhibition boards: Sujit Gallery Art & Frame
Printing: Fongtong Enterprise Co., Ltd.

Printed in Bangkok 2009



v o

BIANTHIAYIN

nguiiauasauasafgads wannssiivesinddunavssndnuiileenaiesinyismdeussngud uazinng Alasunansznuainaaiunisal
Auguusdludwiavewauniald duwadfisuinmenisal Aslud 2547 Wudumn wvmensinuiiddgueanguiiounseunsifgade Tutull fe
nsdsasulinsauaTigads lasamnguiu weviAanssusne wu nquindaviedeisdnle Msdudiuendn sudnmsdavinsenising iiedeansTvideay

q

v v v < £%
sU'Nu@ﬂlfﬂi‘UgL‘iENi’]'J wJusu

aa o s =t aa S 1ol AN Sy v o a & J v o ' o s a
yadlsniasa-auusn HuyailsmamsdesiinuinianvesUsemawesui Fsladnandniunululssindlnedag we. 2513 laviausauivesinsdase
wagnsnuINAIAsgIINIeieatuayuduinin Ussandulaeg uwazanuaneniemsdinunslulssmalveuaziwosut awed 2548 usiuan nsaduayu
duinmiunvewaumealdiuludnidmuenidunuveyais

ISBN 978-974-235-6491

=

© yailsninia Louusnusemelve uag nquilounsauAIgayde

o] 1% a

amuazilenlumisdeauiiduivdnsveyaiisninia touusnusemelng uaznquiiouaseunsifagde vulilivihnisasnideu daudasuile viedinm
wazilamluandlufianssaslnedlasumeunynannsdetesinsidenou

AN
Invilae: yailsnin3a teuuin
pIAssugd Tu 23 1550 0. wvsyIRnlul,
finngdu 19w ngamn 10400 Usewelne
H3uiaraulATINIg : waw sy
Huszanunulasinig : lya Mniues
Huszanunulasinisaale : Tesen 11093, a1 inFsana
ANZEYINY : lya MNiues, vdaly Aunises, Wisu AT, Wnsuy 19din, auung INTIwLM, NALITTA UTTA
ANZHUUA : avisaly dunyFeq, Wieu asag, il g Tawaly, auuias sz
PONLUULAZIAYIFULAY : iy Wllans @l drrin
Iaviuesalivgsans : aAnunaae3 019m Laws sy
Iafailag : U3t Wowmeueuwmasinsd din

Fafuilungann Y 2552






Photographers

Amanee Jealah
Baddriyah Na Rueso
Doloh Chetae
Dungsuda Nuisupab
Faliheen Group
Farida Waedureh

Friend of the Victimized Families Group

Hilal-Ahmar Foundation
Jarat Kiatsereetam
Khaliyoh Halee
Lekha Kliengklao
Maroning Salaeh
Nikhasnah Kuno
Prachya Toh-Etea
Ranee Duntara
Rohanee Samahoh
Saudah Da-oh
Sitimariam Binyoh
Sulaiman Buraheng
Sureerat Sopin
Susy Suding

Thida Wannalak

Waesamiroh Mae

Wanpen Jiwatnaranglitakul

Yaena Salaemae

sw%ai{mamw
01311l lzuay
UnseEh o SelEny
ABLATY LiELe
AIEAT Yeanm
naudernasy
13a1 Wanelsy
nauileunsaunIIgade
yailsdanansyisls
95d NesAlEssTTY
ABALYNY NEYA
1@ InAsanan
UzIole aay

NFaty nlu

Usaegyn 1azdun
378 9251
S8l AuLEy
@1nest Aoy
FauSen Jueny
glannu Jeses
GERVAGRG

%Y AR

571 155uaNwal
wEtisy
Fuiey Famnsadana
wetly azlat




FRIEDRICH
EBERT="

STIFTUNG

The Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES)

The Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES) was founded in 1925 as a political legacy of Germany s first democratically elected president, Friedrich Ebert. Ebert,
a Social Democrat of working class background who rose to the highest political office in Germany, in response to his own painful experience in political
confrontation, proposed the establishment of a foundation to serve the following aims:

- Furthering political and social education of individuals from all walks of life in the spirit of democracy and pluralism;

- Facilitating university access and research for gifted young people through scholarships;

- Contributing to international understanding and cooperation.
The Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, banned by the Nazi Regime in 1933 and re-established after World War Il in 1947, continues today to pursue these aims
in all its’ extensive activities deleted. A private, cultural, non-profit institution, it is committed to the ideas and basic values of Social Democracy.
Currently, the activities of FES in Germany and more than 100 other countries focus on the following key topics:

- Social cohesion

- Democratic culture

- Innovation and participation

- A globalisation in solidarity
In Asia, FES has been contributing to peaceful, just and stable development for over 40 years. Over the years the foundation has been working to
expand the understanding between Asia, Germany and subsequently Europe, reflecting the fact that global, regional and local political and social
issues are closely interrelated. From its beginnings in the 1960’s the focus of the foundation's work in Asia has been the promotion of democratic
development and of the social dimension of economic development. Since the 1990’s, the foundation has emphasized international dialogue both
within Asia and between Asia and Europe, as well as issues related to international crisis prevention.
In Thailand, the FES has been active since 1970. It works as a “think-and-do-tank”, together with a wide range of local partners from governmental
and civil society institutions towards peace, democracy and social justice. Every year, 60-70 seminars, workshops, meetings and publications are
organised in order to contribute to jointly identiefied aims. The target groups of the project work include women and men decision makers and
leaders from NGOs, ministries, political institutions, trade unions, universities, media, civic groups and others. Since 2005, supporting peace-building

in and for the Deep South has been an important effort of the project work.
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Friends of the Victimized Families Group

Friends of the Victimized Families Group was initiated by women from civil society who wanted to help women and children affected by the conflict
situation in the southernmost provinces which escalated in 2004. A female leader who played a vital role in initiating this group was Soraya Jamjuree,
a scholar from the Prince of Songkla University, Pattani Campus. She started by visiting victims and affected families to provide them morale support.

Most of the volunteers who visited the affected families at first were students from the Prince of Songkla University, Pattani Campus. The students
were welcomed and loved by the orphans. They always had toys or prepared games for the kids, bringing forth laughter every visit. Later on, an
outpouring kindness came from people from all different professions, status and regions. These people started visiting the affected families as well.
The volunteers included monks, authors, employees, teachers, housewives, flight attendants, social workers from different organizations, and students
from other institutions.

Mr. Sopon Supapong, a former Bangkok senator, also plays a vital role in coordinating visits and assistance for the affected families regardless of
religion, language, culture, race or regional backgrounds. He works with Thai families throughout the whole country on behalf of the Family Network
Foundation, which he is also the president of.

By visiting these families, we have come to be aware of how they cope in such difficult times. Therefore, the Friends of the Victimized Families Group
works closely with other individuals and organizations including the government and civil society from local or neighboring regions to help provide aid.
The support includes scholarships, sewing machines and other items that can help housewives earn a living.

In some families, mothers cannot nurse their babies because they need to work in the field at dawn. The Friends of the Affected Families Group
coordinates with other organizations, such as The Children Development Foundation, to request powdered milk and other goods for babies to help
support these families.

As for the families affected by lawsuits, Friends of the Victimized Families Group aids in mediation between them and the lawyers, Thailand human
rights commission and government. This is so these families know their rights and have access to the assistance they deserve.

At present, Friends of the Victimized Families Group is committed to gathering the affected families in various activities such as therapy groups,
vocational support and radio programs to communicate with the world and forge a better understanding.

Today, there are many support groups consisting entirely of victims of the crisis. They all work to be independent of aid.

The weakest women of victimized families from yesterday are the strongest women of today. They are ready to share their stories and experiences
of triumph over adversi
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Foreword by Dr. Surin Pitsuwan, Secretary General of the Association of Southeast Nations (ASEAN)

Jakarta, September 2009

It is a great pleasure to be asked by the Friends of the Victimized Families Group and the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES) to write a preface for this
publication. | am honoured to be associated with this effort, since both organizations have been indefatigably working in the past few years to help
the three border provinces of Pattani, Yala and Narathiwat in Southern Thailand to cope with the volatile situation through peace-building initiatives.
This photo exhibition publication showcases pictures taken by women and youth from the southern Thai provinces. In this sub-region, over 80%
of the population adhere to the Islamic faith and speak a local Malay dialect known as Yawi. Unfortunately, these border provinces have been
experiencing violence and threats to human security on an unprecedented scale. According to sources some 3.500 people have died and
8,000 people have been injured since 2004. The victims were divided nearly equally between Muslims and Buddhists. The lives of people in the
South are affected in a thousand small ways yet their undeterred will to survive is remarkable. To many of my fellow Thais outside the Deep South,
the sub-region evokes images of Muslims versus Buddhists, where sometimes even chaos and fear are vividly present in the composition. A dangerous
polarization of the circumstances exists for most bystanders and modern observers of the conflict.

| believe that this photo exhibition and publication would help us to appreciate and bridge the people of the South to the rest of the world,
putting faces and stories on the nameless masses. The print edition opens the window to their lives, calling for our undivided attention to their plight
and yearning for co-existence. They truly hold us to ransom for a better world.  Every man, every woman, carries in heart and mind the image
of the ideal place, known or unknown, actual or visionary. These images demonstrate that there's no limit to the human capacity for the homing
sentiment. The stories of the Deep South hold one hope for peace and a better future for humanity. This book has truly helped me drift to the less

’

travelled path of ‘no-sides”’ no ‘us- against -them’. The people living in the southern provinces work and eat, laugh and cry, holding tight to their
faith as passionately as any earth citizen. The beautiful stills have been photographed by locals, capturing the unspoken acknowledgment to live in
simple existence, the dream. It was the first time it had made me pause and absorb just how small and brave we are in the Deep South.

| want to thank all the contributors to this exhibition and the publication for their efforts to develop such a great presentation of life. | sincerely hope

that many of my fellow Thais from all parts of the Kingdom will have the opportunity to visit the travelling exhibition or get a copy of this book.

With best wishes
Dr. Surin Pitsuwan

ASEAN Secretary General
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Introduction and Acknowledgements

Dear reader, welcome to the publication “Through Our Eyes”!

Since 2004, the re-emerged conflict in the Deep South of Thailand demands the attention and engagement of policy makers and peace-builders,
security experts, NGOs and academics, media and human rights activists and many other stakeholders. While it is sad and tragic for the affected
population, among them a huge number of women and children, that peace and stability seem to be yet a distant goal, it is reassuring and
encouraging to know that many members of civil society and government institutions continue to work towards these aims.

On the other hand, when we talk informally with Thai citizens in Bangkok and other parts of Thailand about their most southern provinces,
they reveal that they do not know very much. The average person seems to know that this is a predominantly Muslim region, where bombings and
killings take place on a daily basis. But how do people there live, how do they feel in their most precarious situation? The dreams, hopes and
capacities of the people in the South are hardly shared with their fellow citizens. Thus, we felt that it might be useful to initiate a photo project,
with the aim to open to the “outside world” a small window into the lives of affected people in the South. As we all know and experience
every day, the power of pictures lies in its capacity to create empathy, an empathy which often leads to solidarity, support and needed change.
Several informative and high-quality art or photo projects on the Deep South were completed in the last few years. With this publication and the
related photo exhibition we would like to add yet another, different perspective to the messages which have been transported so far. In our opinion,
the intriguing aspect of this project is that the women, children and young people involved have been posing, shooting and selecting their own
pictures. They were giving us their own perspectives. For that purpose the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung and its partners of the Friends of the Victimized
Families Group have equipped the participants with simple digital cameras. The technique used is not an entirely new approach. It was partly inspired
by similar projects in other parts of the world such as ex-Yugoslavia, Irag, India. In all these photo-stories the participants focused on what they
thought was important to tell others about their stories.

In order to make that happen, many people contributed to the project. Ms. Soraya Jamjuree, the coordinator of the Friends of the Victimized Families
Group, who worked on several occasions with FES before, did not hesitate to join the project and secured the participation of many members of her
network. Two workshops were organised in order to prepare the photo exhibition. In a first workshop we presented the project to a selected group
of interested youth and women. This was very important since we wanted to make sure that everybody would join the initiative voluntarily and
would understand the project’s objective. During that day, a small training session with Mr. Wichot Krithep from Phuket Environmental Protection
Group how to take good pictures with a simple digital camera was organized too. In the second workshop a few months later, we selected the best
and most inspiring pictures together with the participants. In most cases everyone liked the same pictures and the selection process was therefore
fairly easy.

Nevertheless, it took many months before all the pictures were sent to the designing and publishing team in Bangkok. Since the resolution was not
always appropriate, the support of Tooten Photography — notably Ms. Chalitaporn Yamoon and Mr. Suebsak Chodhirunkongwut - was essential for
overcoming all technical difficulties. The photos would not be so powerful in their expression without all the personal messages of each
photographer. Ms. Lekha Kliengklao worked very hard to collect the pictures, the captions and personal statements timely enough for editing and

printing.



Of course, the real heroes behind “Through Our Eyes” are the photographers. Their willingness to share some of their beliefs and thoughts is the sole
reason for undertaking this photo documentary. We would like to express our deepest gratitude to Amanee Jealah, Baddriyah Na Rueso, Doloh
Chetae, Dungsuda Nuisupab, Faliheen Group, Farida Waedureh, Friends of the Victimized Families Group, Hilal-Ahmar Foundation, Jarat Kiatsereetam,
Khaliyoh Halee, Lekha Kliengklao, Maroning Salaeh, Nikhasnah Kuno, Prachya Toh-Etea, Ranee Duntara, Rohanee Samahoh, Saudah Da-oh, Sitimariam
Binyoh, Sulaiman Buraheng, Sureerat Sopin, Susy Suding, Thida Wannalak, Waesamiroh Mae, Wanpen Jiwatnaranglitakul and Yaena Salaemae.
For the sake of security, some persons preferred to give their affiliated network names; we thank them wholeheartedly for their courage in opening
up their lives to the lenses of the camera. Although this exhibition was aiming to show primarily the perspectives of youth and women, a group of
male fishermen was inspired and expressed readiness to contribute. We happily integrated them into the project and thank them for their enthusiasm
and efforts.

Special thank goes to Mr. Ittinat Seeboonruang, Ms. Nathamon Muangmit, Ms. Tien Truong from the Change Initiative and Ms. Stephanie du Chatellier
who dedicated voluntarily endless hours to this project: They translated the texts from Thai into English, cross-checked, corrected and worked hard
to make sure that the comments and statements are kept authentic.

“Through Our Eyes” is not a stand-alone activity. It is part of a larger Southern Thailand programme, a series of workshops, seminars, trainings,
dialogues and publications, which was designed by FES in the beginning of 2008 and came to an end in October 2009. Prior to this special programme,
FES has already been working with various partner organisations and individuals, in order to support peace-building through dialogue, and it will
continue to do so in the future. Producing an exhibition and publishing a photo book is not a purpose in itself. It is a starting point for more
public dialogue, more citizens’ concern and maybe one or the other new friendship. Currently, the exhibition is travelling around Thailand and the
publications are being distributed to interested organisations and individuals in an effort to increase understanding among the Thai people and
beyond. Partners and friends of FES and Friends of the Victimized Families Group have signalled their interest to exhibit the photos, so we sincerely
hope that the two sets of 41 different pictures each will reach many Thai people. At a later stage, we would like to show them abroad as well.

We hope that the viewer will feel more connected to the people in the South and gain a clearer understanding of the photographers’ lives, feelings
and circumstances. We believe that the pictures will help to increase the already existing curiosity and reduce the wide-spread stereotypes and

prejudices about the people of the South by making them just what they are: fellow human beings.

Vesna Rodi¢ Jost Wagner

Resident Director
Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung

Advisor to the FES Southern Thailand Programme
The Change Initiative
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Lekha Kliengklao

| love traveling which gives me invaluable life experiences. | express my stories through my writings and
photographs. The path | choose is Islam. I’'ve realized that everything in my life, both good and bad, are all
worthy lessons. My family doesn’t interfere with my decisions. We learn from and have come to understand
each other.

What comes next is not something I’m worried about.

This land of Pattani has taught me that everything is already predestined. | receive my bliss from my work,
although it might not be a path as full of wealth as other people’s.

My stories are about the beatiful side of humanity. | intend to continue this work that | love until my last
breath and learn the way of Islam.
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The daily life of people in the marketplace continues very simply. They are from every
ethnicity, nationality and religion, yet they converse with great generosity towards each other.

Smiles and laughter are still common in the area.
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A man in a military uniform watches over the civilians and himself carefully.
Another man with his trishaw waits for passengers with a different feeling.

Everyone does their best to get through the day. This is the way it is in the southern border of Thailand
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A truth in the Deep South today is that people regardless

of their different backgrounds, origins

and beliefs do coexist and depend on each other.

No matter what happens, life continues in this manner.
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Life is a constant struggle, undeterred by aging.
This couple in the autumn of their

lives faces that reality daily.
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The daily life of a Muslim is serene.

The bliss from feeling God through praying

is a pillar of faith for all Muslims.
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At her age, this grandma deserves to rest at home surrounded by her loving family,

but the necessity to earn a living prevents her from enjoying that scenario.

No matter the exhaustion, she still has to fiftght with her brave heart until the end.
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NMaroning Salaeh, Doloh Chetae, Saudah Da-oh

We three are fishermen by birth. We are proud of our family legacy and have always been true to our roots.
We are villagers from Datoh, Yaring district in Pattani- the home of the ancient Datoh Mosque which is as old
as the famous Krue Se Mosque. We are only ordinary fishermen who live wisely and with sustainability. We
would like the world to know our way of life through these photos.

When talking about the crisis, we also do not hold the answers. People may think that we know what’s
actually going on but in reality, we don’t know the purpose of the insurgency either. It doesn’t directly affect
the lives of fishermen really.

The unusual lifestyle of fishermen may create some misunderstandings though. For instance, when we sail at
night we need to bring spare fuel. The officers hence sometimes suspect our motivation for having the fuel on
board because some schools have been burned down by insurgents. When we explain ourselves to the
officers, everything is settled.
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From Monday to Friday, children from Datoh Village have to go to school at Baan Patabudee Center,
which is 3 kilometers away. The center has no school bus, so it picks up the kids with a motorbike side car
and also provides 12 baht each day for every child’s lunch. The kids wear their school uniforms

from Monday to Thursday. On Friday, they wear their traditional dress.
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The children in the Deep South need to study very hard. They have to study Farduin

(the obligatory actions according to Islam) for instruction on how to conduct their daily lives. Students must
also take classes in morality and ethics as well as spread an understanding of the objectives of Tadika

(the Sunday religious school) in the community. The people are the backbone of Tadika.
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After coming back from fishing, the wife carries fish and shrimp

in a large bucket followed by her husband carrying their little toddler.

This is the simple lifestyle of the villages of Datoh.
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This man with his childen make a living by catching fish
and shrimp with their bare hands in Pattani Bay.

It is a job that allows him to take care of his family quite happily.

As the old saying goes, “Everyone must help each other in the family”.
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This old man catches crabs to earn his living.
He repairs his traps himself

so that he can save some money.
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Because the natural resources in Pattani Bay have been depleted, her husband has gone to work in a restaurant in Malaysia.

This woman has to struggle on her own to make a living by fishing. It is a family relation situation that requires mutual understanding.
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Some women in the village earn money by mending fishing nets



dinadeifavmeluladinnifuluilidumatusuazangivemuies
winnguiinenuuenlidaudiutiasudusamygwesinanenduely
vhmsUszaslusniamiifesgeseunamuimnfutiduls

Children these days are so dependant on modern technology

that they have forgotten their own culture. These children,

with their simple boats, are expressing their pride for their ancestors
who used sailboats for fishing in Pattani Bay. It is a noble tradition

that continues to provide a living for their families today.
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He is a boat painter in the Datoh Village.

His knowledge and skill are a gift from God
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Zakat is a way of helping those in trouble and facing financial insecurity.
The villagers of Datoh are proud that the Mosque committee has come up
with the policy, "Give your Zakat at the Mosque", to donate items

to underprivileged people. With this, the society can live together with

a greater understanding of the needs within the community.
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Nikhasnah Kuno

Being involved with helping others who are less fortunate in life has taught me that in this homeland of mine,
there are so many people who lack the same opportunities | have. Most do not even have basic necessities
met for their living.

| hope they receive the same rights as everyone else, and | intend to support them as best as | can.
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A female farmer from the Poming Panare community carries harvested rice.

The local women here are as involved in farming as their husbands.
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The farmers are harvesting their crops, a very common activity seen in the area.
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The students of the Tadika School enjoy their lunch at a local festival.
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In the community, it is traditional for everyone to help prepare the food at the mosque for the Maolid Festival.
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The Faliheen Group

The Faliheen Press is a gathering of people from civil society who value the press and see the importance of its
neutrality in building understanding between people. This goes especially for the people in the Deep South that
consist of Thai Malay Muslim and come from a different cultural background than the majority of the nation.
Since the conflict situation arose in the border provinces, the Faliheen Press has played a role in helping women
and orphans affected by the violence. This was achieved by presenting through the Istree Magazine (Lady Maga-
zine) success stories of other women who overcame their difficulties. In addition, the Faliheen Press has created
a fund to grant scholarships and vocational stipends for affected orphans and women in the border provinces.
Photos are seen as another powerful mean of expressing stories and emotions.

Every shutter pressed by a Faliheen journalist is full of the intention to reflect the most meaningful aspect of the
situation, especially when it is a photo with the women victims of violence who have lost their loved ones.



vanumeisdesal Wil warAudu Nduil sadlesdnannisnulsinaeFeinuiienseuveunazay
fuihmnawsinsserssaumiuazarulusssn uilasianasdudiiidanamiudusie
Everyone is tired and worn out after talking about each other’s problems.

They all wait for hope and justice. But who can grant them their wishes?
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These women must raise their children on their own after their husbands died in different incidents.
They bring their children wherever they go, learning so many new things together.

| hope this bonding helps sooth the wounds in their hearts.
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Furgon Budee is another child affected by the unrest. His drawings are all about soldiers, tanks and airplanes.

These make up the environment of his daily life.
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Waejee is an elder from Yala who cares for his orphaned grandson.
His loving care is heartwarming to everyone. He intends to take care of his grandson until his last breath.
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Aminoh, a mother with four children, tells me that she will never give up and will live her life for her husband whose
left eye became blind after a brain operation due to a gunshot wound. He has become completely dependant on her.

She says that everything is predestined by Allah and she does not seek revenge against those who have hurt her family.
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Sureerat Sopin

| am studying mass communication technology as well as holding a part time job. | am well aware that | am not
very talented, but | work hard and put my best effort into everything | do. | am eager to see what comes next in
life, both good and bad.

Although | have lost my father, I still have my mother and all my supportive friends who love and encourage me
and my family. Iam ¢lad | have all of you. Thank you with all of my heart.
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Buddhists and Muslims in my community can participate together in almost every activity without religious discrimination.

Children and adults can have fun with each other. Age is no barrier.
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Despite the conflict situation, smiles and laughter are always seen on the faces of the villagers from Yangdaeng.




Although | lost my father, | still have one woman who takes good care of me,

encourages me and is willing to do anything for me and my sister— my mother.
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Muslim children perform a musical folk drama. Their families have come to support the little performers.

The children impress the whole community.
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Khaliyoh, [alee

| was grief stricken when my dad was killed and accused of being involved in the Krue Se incident on April 28,
2005. Until this day, nothing has been clarified. My family and | have learned to accept it and things are getting
better. | have gained more knowledge about my rights as the society provides me with more opportunities.
I'd like to keep what happened in the past - let bygone be bygone. | want to start again and fix what | have
done wrong. We can be self-reliant. | have turned from being a housewife to a volunteer social worker, from
passive to active. | have changed the crisis into opportunities by founding a housewives club to work together
and help each other move on with our lives. My wish is that the government would care for those who have
suffered from the April 28, 2005 incident and would make the clarification of all legal cases a priority. If we
have to go to court, the government should cover the costs because we are just poor villagers. They should
also provide scholarships and social welfare for poor people like us.
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In the farming season, my mom works on every task on the farm. From planting to harvesting, she does it all.

Although she has reached an age where she should be retired, the needs of the family do not allow her to rest.
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Atikah lost her husband in the Krue Se incident on April 28, 2005. This small woman has to take care

of four children. She does whatever work she can. She’s never discouraged nor has ever complained of her hardships.
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An abundance of crops is common in the village.
Things can be easily planted as long as you work hard enough.

You can plant them to eat, to sell or even to share with the village. Life goes on this way.
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My neighbor is a happy man. He lives on his own as you can see. No matter what obstacles,

life always leaves us some solution. He’s satisftfied with the way he is.
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No matter the quality of the soil, she believes that every seed can grow and florish in the ground.
Chidren here are exposed to the earth and nature since they are little.

They learn how to survive in the world around them.
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Due to poverty, the children of Baan Som Kuannoree cannot afford toys.

They play with objects they find lying around. Even a coconut shell can be great fun for them.
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Children have been waiting for the Hari Raya Aidul-Fitri Day after the holy month of fasting.
On this day, adults bestow a sum of Zakat money (donations from the community)

to the children. Each child receives an equal sum.
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Thida /Vannalak Wcmpen Jiwatnaranglitakul, _jarat Kiatsereetam

They have witnessed the changes in the area and continue thelr dutles to the best of their abilities.




Peauildiidinieiddalunisiduannvieiielseisdinveinsaunss

This high-spirited man sews palm leaves to make his living.
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Vimanmek peacefully awaits customers to visit his shop with

his pet bird for companionship.
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Religion doesn’t have to be a barrier between relationships. >
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This Muslim woman attends a Buddhist funeral '_":, L_;
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to console her grieving Buddhist neighbor.
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Before long, the lifestyle of these fishermen will not be the same

if their livelihoods remain threatened by big trawlers and severe nature.




L o a £ & v | ! P & v & Y a X vy a g i a
soeBusuuSavdveadnten aemuisrnugneuanssnie mniswsiindenalazladvlndudleialai lla

Here are children with innocent smiles and playful eyes alight with mischief. May they grow up with kind hearts.
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This shows a healing group activity for youth in Pattani who have been affected by the unrest. Nature helps sooth their souls.
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Prachya Toh-Etea

Although I’'m not a native, I’ve been living here for ten years and have established my life in this area.
Many things that have happened in my life here are all valuable experiences that could not be found
elsewhere. There are always opportunities and paths opening up for me. Thanks to Allah for granting me these gifts.
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Children are still children. Regardless of their circumstances, smiles and enthusiasm come out when they see a camera.
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Sarida Waedureh

| was born in Lampang and moved to Pattani when | was five because it was my dad's hometown. When my
dad died in 2006 incident, my family suddenly lost our main pillar. We moved into the city but the love, happiness
and warmth my brother, mother and | received from my dad was gone from us. The most important thing in
my life now is to finish my bachelor's degree and start earning money to take care of the dearest person that
| have left: my mom.

| owe her so much and | want her to be comfortable, to rest from all the hard work and to live happily with
my family. | hope the unrest will end soon so that peace can return to our country and the people in this area
may live in harmony as in the past.
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A large frying pan is used for making chips. They are especially tasty when they are still warm and crispy.

The chips will be packed in different sizes for selling. This is one way of earing an income for the villagers.
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All the women in the picture, my mom included, have lost their husbands in the conflict situation.

They are now closely bonded friends who understand each other's losses and feelings.
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Women in my village are always shy when we take pictures of them.

Many of them possess good skills in basketry and can sell their products to support their families
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Vaena Salaemae

When our children were studying, my husband and | went through difficult times due to our limited income.
We had to work very hard and with great effort and patience. When they graduated, | felt | could finally breathe
with that weight off my chest.

Now matter how far the crisis has spread, we have continued with our lives quite normally. We didn't commit
any wrong doings. In the confrontation of Tak Bai, my son and our neighbours were accused of being a part of
the incident. Injustice does exist. | fought for long years until | found justice.

Last year, my husband was killed by gunftfire. | don't want to speculate why it happened. I just believe that it
was time for him to go back to the mercy of Allah. He went in peace. My kids are working now, and | have
learned many things about the law that | didn't know before. | anchor my life with my religious beliefs.
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The boys in my village are excited and have dressed up for a talent show.

They wear sarongs which is the traditional dress of the community.
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The smiles and laughter of these kids show us their inner joy. They just have fun.

There is no right or wrong. The people encourage them to be a part of the community’s activities.
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Neighbors always help each other gather in rice transplanting. Whenever someone’s farm is ready,

everyone willingly pitches in to help, making the work pass quickly.
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This hut is a resting spot for everyone. Some people have finished working,

some are tired and some are just there talking.
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Rain can’t stop kids from playing. Although wet, muddy and dirty, they are still playing joyfully.
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Waesamiroh Nae

My mom had to take care of me and my nine siblings since our dad passed away from a heart attack earlier
this year. Although we have lost the pillar of our family, none of us gave into the challenges we faced. This
experience taught me how to improve as a person and grow into an adult with an understanding of life.

| was inspired by my dad on the night before his death. He said to me, ‘Mom and dad don’t have great wealth
to give to you. Our gift to you will be an education with which you will make an honest living and be in
harmony with the law and our religious teachings. You will be a good person in society and so will have
happiness both in this and the next world’.
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‘Back towards the sky, face towards the ground’, is the classic motto for the farmers.

Fields have no shade to protect you from the heat. Only patience and will power prevail. Yet, smiles can be seen in the heat.
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My teenage siblings are working on the farm. Everyone starts this labor when they reach their teenage years.
We all learn the difficulties of hard work.
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Exhausted from the hard work on the farm, the farmers are now taking a quick break under a tree before having

to return to the work again.
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Rice is our main staple. As long as we have the strength to carry on,

farming will always be the common way of life in my village. Anyone, young or old, can do it.




cser e <
DEIDNUSYY VULV, S 6)51)?]5757

\ARIAUS U IaY asJmzuﬂu‘mmnmqmwwmﬂwmwanmuﬁﬁu muimmmuum%nwm Y@ wardu agsuiueIe
m’mmuaﬂmu%ua vdeiile mudladududsiifinuanduly amnuduudsinnauifdonsy pilaafuAINUIATEIIS
yndeuniidandil dosieiitegamunly

Sitimariam Binyoh, Ranee Duntara

Both of us learn from and live together in a diversed cultural society. In our community, Buddhists, Muslims and
Chinese people live together with great compassion and generosity. Understanding always has been and will be
found here. Our strength is the trust we give to each other. If only all societies were like this, there would be no more
problems.
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This grandma lost her son who was the bread winner for the family. Today she sweeps the streets to make a living.
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This Muslim elder has great faith in his religious services.

No matter the weather or distance, his good old bicycle

will take him to his mosque.
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Although he lives in an area plagued with drugs, this young man continues to breed doves to earn a living.
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Susy Suding

We are glad to have formed a group of enthusiastic women who make a living by sewing clothes, pillow cases,
bed sheets, etc. We work everyday with the intention of supporting our families to the best of our abilities.
The work was created in January 2009 with the determination of twenty-three woman and their own sewing
machines. All of us are quite satisftfied with our results and the extra income. Our handiwork has been sold in
the Bobe Market in Bangkok and through other middlemen. We are happy that we are successful with this
initiative and will continue to try to improve our skills.
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Greeting and hugging are part of Muslim life. It represents trust in each other regardless of age or status. Everyone is equal.

There is no hugging, however, between people of opposite genders except among family members.
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These children come from diverse backgrounds and are an invaluable taskforce in shaping a better society.
The Bright Future Foundation reaches out to help them achieve equality in fundamental education

and hopes that they develop a strong educational foundation from their teachers.
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Today marks another milestone in life for these high school seniors graduating from Darussalam School.

With a diploma from an accredited school in Narathiwat province, they must now take the next step in choosing their life’s path.
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Baddriyah Na Rueso

So many lessons and experiences in my life have brought me happiness, sorrow and loss. They have all taught
me how to live my life in a way that is beneficial to myself and others. A diverse society can still function
harmoniously, even in challenging situations.
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In the late morning once the work is finished, Muslim dove-lovers gather their birds in a field
to have them become familiar with their new surroundings and the other birds.

This is common practice among bird keepers.
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Some women in Baan Tanyong Village earn their living by sewing clothes and veils.
They receive a budget from an SML project sponsored by the government.
The aim is to create long-term employment rather than to offer free money

to those without discretionary spending skills.
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The diligence, patience and determination of these women have led their
families to a stable financial life. They are equal with men

as a contributing force to the household
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Offering advice and discussing issues in life is part of the Muslim lifestyle.

This bonding activity transcends the traditional relationship of owner and client, as represented in this picture.
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Although mosques in the Deep South are affected by the unrest,
Muslims still come full of their faith in Allah. Undeterred by the danger,

they simply exercise more caution as they attend the services.
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Rohanee Smahoh

When | was a student, many people called me a ‘student activist’. | didn’t see what | did as being constantly
involved in activities, but rather as giving back to society. Being involved in community service since my
freshman year has made me see something I’d rather not- injustice. Therefore, | was uncertain of choosing
political science to study at an institute that was claimed to be for intellectuals. What could my intellectualism
accomplish? Or was | now at my wit’s end? | have always however, been fully engaged in social work. Though
it caused a delay in my graduation, | was proud of the work | did. I’'m still giving me all in working for our
society. This might be the dream | have always been striving towards.

Many thanks to the Prince of Songkla University, Pattani Campus for making me who | am today; to all senior
students who have included me on this journey; to my friends and everyone else who did not leave me lonely
on this path.
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In the aftermath of the civil unrest, thousands of children have become orphans.

These two young boys are among the numbers.
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Amanee_Jealah

I'm in grade eleven at Phatna Wittaya School in Yala. I'm the eldest of three sisters. My father died in the unrest
situation. When it happened, | was in a deep depression for we had lost our dad, the pillar of the family. Now
our mom is the only one left to take care of all the children. She has to work very hard to cover all the
expenses and to afford our education for a better future. I''ll make her dreams come true.
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The floor in front of the TV is a common meeting area for everyone in the family.
The TV provides laughter for all of us. This space is also for dining,

sewing clothes and many other family activities.
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We share everything in our family, even one small mango. We share to taste the flavor,

not to satisfy our hunger. This way we learn to share what we have with other people.
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Almost every family in my village does farming. The rice price - high or low — doesn’t really affect us since we don’t need to buy it.
However, each grain of rice is the result of very hard work through many processes:

sowing, transplanting, harvesting, drying and winnowing. Thus, we are always reminded of the value of rice.
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Everyone in my family does everything they can to survive in our daily lives.

We plant vegetables in our backyard and erow them for our food.
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Sulaiman Buraheng

I’ve chosen to study political science in a rural area of the southern border provinces because the region is
rich in cultural diversity. | hope to bring what I’ve learned back to my brothers and sisters in the community.
Things have changed so much from the past where we always had love, understanding and unity. No one
anticipated this situation. The relationships between people have completely changed. What | hope and want
to achieve may be difficult if the crisis continues to be fueled with misunderstanding, miscommunication and
false information.

| will study hard so that | can achieve my goal.
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Since he was a young man, he has ridden his trishaw everyday both for hire

and for going to religious services at the mosque. He intends to ride this trishaw until the end of his days.
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Having no vehicle of her own, she waits for a trishaw taxi to ride home with her things.

At the same time, another trishaw taxi prepares goods to be delivered to where his client awaits.
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Every evening at the Cultural Square in Pattani, many Buddhists and Muslims do aerobics
with staffs together. Harmonious relationships can still be seen. It is a beautiful thing.

This area longs for peace like any other place.
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The lives of people in the market continue as usual.
Life is too important to be suppressed by fear.

No matter what happens, people here live their lives as they always do.
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Friends of the Victimized Families Group

Friends of the Victimized Families Group was initiated by women from civil society who wanted to help women and
children affected by the unrest situation in the Deep South which escalated in 2004. The group started by visiting victims
and affected families to provide them moral support. Most of the volunteers who visited the affected families at first were
students from the Prince of Songkla University, Pattani Campus. Later on, an outpouring kindness came from people from
all different professions, status and regions. These people started visiting the affected families as well.

By visiting these families, we have come to be aware of how they cope in such difficult times. Therefore, the Friends of
the Victimized Families Group works closely with other individuals and organizations including the government and civil
society from local or neighboring regions to help provide aid. The support includes scholarships, sewing machines and
other items that can help housewives earn a living.

Today, there are many support groups consisting entirely of victims of the crisis. They all work to be independent of aid. The
weakest women of victimized families from yesterday are the strongest women of today. They are ready to share their
stories and experiences of how to overcome difficulties and went through their crisis in life.
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We always bring people from different cultures to visit the affected families so that they can learn from each other.

One time, Buddhist monks visited affected families from the Krue Se incident at the Kuannoree community in Pattani.
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We firmly believe that the weakest women can become the strongest
ones if given the opportunity and encouragement from those around
them. One example is Rasaning Salae with her fatherless son. After
overcoming the difficult times of her life, she can smile again today.
Currently, she is one of the female leaders in a vocational support group

for impoverished women affected by the conflict.
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Mr. Sopon Supapong, a former Bangkok senator, learned from a girl who lost her father in the unrest
on how to greet in the Muslim way. The friendly atmosphere between the different cultures proves

that religion, language and ethnicity are not obstacles for people who desire to build good relationships.
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Paseeyah Teemung’s family is another affected family we have visited often

since she lost her husband in the Krue Se incident six years ago whilst also

pregnant with twins. Today, Paseeyah has to take care of four children and her

elderly mother. The weight of these burdens is always reflected in her sad, beautiful face.
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One of the many activities organized by the Friends of the Victimized Families Group and student volunteers

from the Prince of Songkla University, Pattani campus, is to visit families affected by the unrest and provide moral support.
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Both Muslims and Buddhists have become victims of the unrest like the case of Mueyae and Kluen

from the Takae community in Pattani. However, these women maintain their relationship as supportive neighbors

no matter how the conflict has generated more and more distrust between the people of two religious beliefs.
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Duangsuda Nuisupab

Duangsuda Nuisupab has been affected by the unrest through the loss of her father and grandfather. She is an
activist who works in Tiaraya Village in Pattani as a coordinator for youth projects in the area and also is a community
researcher for a practical research project entitled ‘Voices of Women in Families and Community’.

“My community does not have only sad stories. We never forget smiles, laughter and the friendships we have
among ourselves. Sharing positive feelings is the antidote for my community. My family also has its antidote
called ‘grandma’ who teaches us about giving”.
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Villagers and children catch fish in Duang’s farm at Tiaraya Village. This is an annual community activity for everyone to

participate in. There are many kinds of fish that they share for food afterwards.




growmdeuian daduslinudnveseisindeudwndaduany winoulllidesduse uandwildes

Y

Grandma Kluean is giving a massage. This has been her main occupation since she was a young woman.

She does not have as much strength as before but she can still do it.
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Grandma Kluean is with her great grandson.

Dhamma is listening to his grandmother’s teachings.
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JHilal-7ibbyad Foundation

Initiated by Muslims in the area, the Hilal-Abbyad Group has been very committed to supporting medical care
and services for local people. We intend to expand our services to other provinces in the South as well. The

service is organized under the Hilal-Ahmar Foundation with the logo of the Red Crescent Moon on a white
background.
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This baby resting in his father's arms is now strong enough to leave the hospital and go home.

He was born 3 days ago in a Hilal-Ahmar Foundation ambulance on the way to the hospital.

This new life was born in the middle of the crisis where so many others have perished.




aanadnsyatizdata andunewis Jminusitna Mamelleiiisesnanlsmeiuiandumindsinluyanunsallias

mapumallinsgrinaduaglsmeuadulymernuendunuasiinnudesunseanaaunsal nsfisauinisiudaiae

Y9388 Tareussmndvesausuiulaelaun
The volunteers from the Hilal-Ahmar Foundation in Waeng District, Narathiwat are bringing a patient back home from the hospital.

Traveling back and forth from the hospital is very difficult and dangerous due to the unrest. Having a shuttle service from

the Foundation is a great help to the patients.
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The volunteers of the Hilal-Ahmar Foundation rush a rubber farmer suffering from a gunshot wound to the hospital.
He was attacked by gunfire as he was collecting rubber on a farm. Since the unrest started, there have been many rubber farmers

who have been shot while working. Volunteers here face injury and death daily. We pray to God for these victims to survive.
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The volunteers of the Hilal-Ahmar Foundation, coming together from the twelve centers in the Southern border provinces,

are especially proud to assist and relieve civilians in this time of crisis. Helping each other is a valuable aspect of living together.
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A soldier helps the villagers drag the boat back to the shore.

Thai generosity is still commonly seen in the South.













