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Global Popular Culture and Stories of Survivals

: Colonial Gaze and Gendered Narrative in Memoirs of North Korean Women

Kim Sung Kyung

Associate Professor,

University of North Korean Studies

Abstract

Memoir as non-representational literature delivers ‘the real’ that often triggers socio-political impacts.
However, the close linkage of the global publishing industry and popular culture leads to changes in
characters and effects of memoirs. With the growing influence of the global lecture industry, especially
TED, the stories and narratives of those invited to the memoir publication industry have become diverse
and varied. Moreover, memoirs in a publication often expand to global media platforms. In particular,
within this trend, western readers tend to believe that those ‘distant others’ and their sufferings in memoir
are ‘the real in an unknown place with less ethical obligation. This research investigates the socio-cultural
context of victim’s memoirs and the features of narratives in the case of North Korean women’s memaoirs.
In-depth interview data with Lee Hyeonseo will be facilitated for analysing the North Korean woman’s
memoirs. This paper will analyse how the global culture industry and publishing industry work together,
what emotions and affects those memoirs deliver to readers, and the ways how colonized and gendered
gazes intervene in the memoirs via the hands of ghostwriters. Interestingly enough, the agency of North
Korean women, albeit limited, can be found beyond the colonial gaze and commercial interests of the

industry by actively engaging with reflectivity.

Keywords: memoir, gender, narrative, ghost writer, North Korean women, ‘the real’
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