ISRAEL OFFICE

Schlaglicht Israel Nr. 18/21
Aktuelles aus israelischen Tageszeitungen
16.-31. Oktober

Die Themen dieser Ausgabe

> 0o b~

1. Gantz erklart palastinensische NGOs zu
Terrororganisationen

Fiir heftige internationale Reaktionen sorgte die
Entscheidung von Israels Verteidigungsminister
Benny Gantz, sechs paléstinensische Nichtregie-
rungsorganisationen (NGOs) zu Terrororganisatio-
nen zu erkléren, darunter die Menschenrechtsorga-
nisation Al-Haq, die palédstinensische Zweigstelle
von Defense for Children International, die Union
der paldstinensischen Frauenkomitees und der
Haftlingsverband Addameer. Die NGOs unterhielten
Verbindungen zur militanten Volksfront fiir die Be-
freiung Paléstinas (PFLP), so der Verdacht des
Verteidigungsministers. Die Organisationen, die sich
liberwiegend mit Hilfe ausléndischer Spendengelder
finanzieren, hétten direkte Zahlungen an die PFLP
und Familien von Attentéter_innen gezahlt. Den
sechs NGOs ist fortan unter Androhung von Strafe
jede Arbeit verboten. Israel werde sich zudem an die
internationalen Einrichtungen wenden, die die be-
troffenen Organisationen finanziell unterstiitzen. Ziel
sei, die Zahlungen zu stoppen. Die UN-
Menschenrechtskommissarin -~ Michelle  Bachelet
verurteilte die ,willkiirliche Entscheidung® des israe-
lischen Verteidigungsministers scharf. "Sich vor der
UNO oder einem anderen internationalen Organ fiir
Menschenrechte einzusetzen, ist kein terroristischer
Akt, die Frauenrechte in den besetzten Paléstinen-
sergebieten zu verteidigen, ist kein Terrorismus, und
inhaftierten Paléstinensern Rechtsbeistand zu leis-
ten, ist kein Terrorismus”, sagte sie. Auch das Aus-
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wértige Amt in Berlin dul3erte sich besorgt (iber die
Entwicklung.

Israel's peace activists must back terror tags for
Palestinian rights groups

(...) anti-Israel bias is a concept deeply ingrained in
the agenda of the two international human rights
groups (...), the BDS and Amnesty (...) the very
concept of human rights has recently become a
platform for spreading of lies, manipulation and
hate-mongering against Israel. (...) Palestinian
rights organizations in particular are just political
platforms that deny Israel's right to exist, with some
taking it even further. (...) These so-called “Palestin-
ian rights organizations” received no less the $200
million from the EU between 2014-2021. (...) many
members of these organizations are also affiliated
with known terrorist groups, while some have even
carried out attacks against Israelis. The EU, howev-
er, still thinks it knows best and remains adamant in
its support. (...) The former head of the prisoners'
rights group "Addameer," another outlawed organi-
zation, Khalida Jarrar, is also a PFLP member. The
list of members of these EU-funded rights groups
who are connected to terror organizations goes on
and on. (...) when politicians and "rights organiza-
tions" in Israel stand up to defend these bodies, they
are basically killing what was supposed to be Isra-
el's "peace bloc.”

Ben-Dror Yemini, YED, 24.10.21



A stain upon Israel

The government’s declaration of civil society organi-
zations in the West Bank as terrorist organizations is
a destructive folly that tarnishes all of the parties in
the coalition and the state itself. The outlawing of
human rights groups and persecution of humanitari-
an activists are quintessential characteristics of
military regimes, in which democracy in its deepest
sense is a dead letter. (...) From now on, there is no
distinction between those waging a violent struggle
against the state and hurting innocent civilians, on
one hand, and on the other hand lawyers in human
rights organizations who give prisoners legal aid or
leftist activists in organizations that oppose torture,
protect women and children and their rights or doc-
ument human rights violation in the territories. Now,
anyone affiliated with such an organization is akin to
a terrorist. There is a straight line from defining the
nonviolent struggle against the occupation as “dip-
lomatic terror” and designating human rights groups
as terrorist organizations. The literal meaning is
clear: All resistance to the occupation is terror. Israel
is undermining the distinction between legitimate
and illegitimate struggle. This is a boon to terrorist
organizations and the use of violence. (...)

Editorial, HAA, 24.10.21

The smoke and mirrors of Palestinian rights
groups

Defense Minister Benny Gantz's designation of six
Palestinian groups linked to the Popular Front for
the Liberation of Palestine as terrorist organizations
is a courageous and revolutionary step for Israel.
The six organizations claim to be "civil society" or
"human rights" groups but are, in fact, an integral
part of the Palestinians' war strategy against the
Jewish state. In many ways, it is these organiza-
tions, that do not engage in a physical warfare, that
are more successful in the fight against Israel. They
pretend to stand up for justice, but in reality act as a
frontline to the enemy organizations that seek to
destroy the Jewish state. (...) The groups were also
allegedly recruitment centers for terrorists. (...)
These institutions take advantage of the legal sys-
tem and use psychological warfare and propaganda
to achieve their goals. (...) Gantz is unafraid of criti-
cism by fellow coalition members. A lot more can be
achieved that might ruffle the Left's feathers before
the state budget is approved.

Amon Lord, IHY, 24.10.21

If so, Benny Gantz, I'm a proud terrorist

(...) Among these “terrorist organizations,” according
to the defense minister, are Al-Hag, an award-
winning human rights organization with a high profile
international reputation; the Palestinian branch of
Defense for Children International, which protects
the rights of Palestinian minors; and Addameer
Prisoner Support and Human Rights Association,
which defends Palestinian security prisoners and
detainees held in both Israeli and Palestinian pris-
ons and detention centers. (...) designating this
almost-holy NGO as a terrorist organization is like
declaring Israel's National Council for the Child to be
a branch of Al Qaida, or claiming that it's dark out-
side at noon - an intolerable and unforgivable mad-
ness. (...) Israel abuses minors, their families and
entire communities. If the person making this claim
is a terrorist — then | am a proud terrorist. (...) We
are living in an insane, upside-down world, if the
terrorist is the one protecting the rights of children,
working on their behalf and rescuing them from
those who impose systematic political terror on
them. There is disrespect and undermining of the
term “terror,” which characterize actions that arbitrar-
ily harm innocent people in order to advance political
agendas. More than that: There is real scorn here
for the genuine struggle that must be adopted
against terror of any kind. Gantz’s declaration is like
a prize to the actual terrorist organizations. It is a
blow to the nonviolent Palestinian struggle for free-
dom and independence. (...) If DCIP is a terror or-
ganization, what should we call the Israel Defense
Forces?

Moria Shlomot, HAA, 27.10.21

Israel is not suppressing Palestinian civil society
(...) Israel is not suppressing Palestinian civil society
(...) the organizations now listed as terrorist groups
are not targeted because of their anti-Israel stances,
but rather because of a legitimate and well-
documented track record of collusion and coopera-
tion the PFLP, the internationally recognized terrorist
organization. (...) dozens of NGOs - Palestinian,
Israeli and international — are fiercely critical of Israel
yet they, with the exception of the six in question,
are not labeled terrorist organizations. (...) In the
case of Al-Haq (...) its director, Shawan Jabarin was
convicted and served time in prison for terrorism
recruitment for the PFLP. Jabarin also sits on the
board of DCI-P, another of the six organizations,
along with numerous other PFLP members and
convicted PFLP terrorists. The sixth organization,
Union of Palestinian Women’s Committees (UPWC),
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is already designated by USAID as the official wom-
en’s organization of the PFLP. Additionally, Fatah
declares the NGO as an official affiliate. (...) these
six NGOs {(...) were found to have diverted interna-
tional funding and forged documents to provide
financial assistance to the PFLP. (...) it is not an
attack on civil society to designate NGOs as terror
fronts when they are abusing their status as NGOs
to fund and assist terror. In fact, it is a known tactic
of terrorist organizations to use NGOs as a cover.
(...) No organization, of any nationality, should get a
free pass to assist violent terrorist organizations.
(--.)

Emily Schrader, JPO, 27.10.21

2. Israel sagt Erderwdarmung den Kampf an
Israel will sich mit einem umfassenden Klimaschutz-
plan dem internationalen Kampf gegen die Erder-
warmung anschlieen. Ziel seien klimafreundliche
Innovationen, die Entwicklung von Technologien zur
Verringerung der CO2-Emissionen und die Vorberei-
tung auf Klimaveranderungen. Wie aus dem Biiro
von Regierungschef Naftali Bennett im Vorfeld der
Weltklimakonferenz in Glasgow verlautet wurde, soll
es dabei unter anderem um die Bereiche Energie,
Nahrungsmittel, Landwirtschaft und Wasser gehen.
Medien berichten (ber einen 100 Schritte umfas-
senden Plan zur Bekémpfung der Erderwédrmung
und Investitionen in Hbéhe von umgerechnet vier
Milliarden Euro. Insgesamt seien 14 Ministerien
beteiligt. Die Gelder sollen in Aufbereitungsanlagen
fir organische Abfélle, mehr Energieeffizienz und
Verringerung von CO2-Emissionen in der Industrie
und in Kommunen, den Umstieg auf Elektromobilitét
bei éffentlichen Verkehrsmitteln und mehr Fahrrad-
wege investiert werden.

Bennett, there’s an emergency ahead

(...) even if politicians will desperately want to take
extreme actions in the coming years to prevent the
climatic extremes that are likely to attack us, their
actions will no longer be able to prevent deadly heat
waves, floods, hurricanes, fires, droughts and rising
sea levels, but only will succeed in reducing them to
a much smaller extent than is possible today. But in
Israel, which is expected to suffer from the effects of
the climate crisis at a higher intensity and speed
than the global average — the country has already
warmed by 1.4 degrees Celsius since 1950, com-
pared to a global rise of 1.1 degrees since 1850 —
the so-called change government, which pledged in
its basic guidelines to act on the climate crisis, still

slumbers. Only last week did Prime Minister Naftali
Bennett announce that he will attend the confer-
ence. (...) Dozens of countries have already de-
clared climate emergencies and pledged to reach
net zero emissions, but Israel is taking its time and
has not yet decided whether the climate crisis is an
emergency. (...) Bennett (...) must instruct the fi-
nance and energy ministries to (...) pass a law de-
claring a national climate emergency at the next
cabinet meeting.

Editorial, HAA, 22.10.21

The climate crisis report is an indictment of Net-
anyahu

(...) Israel is located in a region of heightened cli-
mate crisis risk. Warming in our region has already
surpassed the 1.5 degree Celsius target threshold
and is increasing at a frightening rate. (...) decision-
makers, bureaucrats and elected officials who failed
the public they are supposed to serve (...) have
names. The transportation minister from 2009-2019
was Yisrael Katz. The failure to strengthen public
transportation and reduce car travel, and to replace
pollution-producing buses with electric buses is on
him. The energy minister from 2015-2021 was Yuval
Steinitz. He bears the blame for the failure to in-
crease the rate of renewable energies in the electric-
ity network. Last year only 6 percent of Israel’s elec-
tricity came from renewable sources. (...) The fi-
nance ministers who failed to advance reforms to
address the climate crisis were Katz, Moshe Kahlon,
Yair Lapid and Steinitz. Then there are (...) the envi-
ronment ministers who did not adequately warn the
public and the government about the severity of the
crisis and failed to properly tackle the treatment of
waste. Senior officials in government ministries, the
Electricity Authority, the Israel Land Authority, the
Planning Administration and elsewhere also share in
the responsibility. But above them all is one man at
whose doorstep the blame for this failure really lies.
The man who headed Israel's governments for the
past 12 years, and who, aside from making occa-
sional statements at international forums, did noth-
ing to prepare Israel for the climate threat. The state
comptroller’s report is incomplete without mention-
ing the name of Benjamin Netanyahu.

Editorial, HAA, 28.10.21

The shift to solar energy will take time

There are no good guys or bad guys in this perfor-
mance, there are only just dreamers and realists.
The dreamers are fighting for us to immediately shift
to solar energy; the realists remind us that isn't a
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possibility just yet. The dreamers say Israel is lag-
ging behind Northern Europe and other Western
states; the realists remind the dreamers those coun-
tries have rivers that produce hydraulic energy 24
hours a day, as well as strong winds that also pro-
duce energy a majority of the day. There is no real
comparison to our green solar energy. We want
peace and we want green energy, too, but that's just
not possible now. The push for solar energy is a real
threat. (...) From both an environmental and eco-
nomic perspective, Israel should move to quickly
shift to natural gas. Of all the fossil fuels (...) natural
gas is considered the cleanest. Beyond that, ours is
blue and white. (...) Had we developed this resource
quicker, at the same time as we moved to power
plants that run on natural gas, the air would be
cleaner today and we would be less dependent on
energy imports. The shift to solar energy cannot
happen as quickly as the previous government had
planned, and it certainly can't happen quicker than
that. (...) Preaching to the public won't make it hap-
pen any faster, but the technological developments
that allow it to store energy in greater quantities will.
Eran Bar-Tal, IHY, 29.10.21

Misguided energy policy affects the Middle East
and the world

(...) What is underappreciated as a significant secu-
rity challenge is how the West's desire to become
fossil fuel independent is strengthening the hand of
authoritarian regimes in the region like Iran and
Russia, while weakening the influence of Western
democracies. (...) America’s and Israel's interests
do not coincide with Russia’s, a friend to Iran, Tur-
key and Syria, all Israeli adversaries. While the West
commits hari-kari by ending fracking and expecting
solar and wind energy to replace natural gas and oil
without damaging their economies, the Russians,
Iranians, and the Gulf states will be more than hap-
py to extort inflated energy prices and fill their cof-
fers. China and India’s rapidly increasing demand
for fossil fuels will make the West's reduction seem
insignificant. (...) And the damage to our economy,
prestige, and ability to influence other nations to
advance our security interests will be severely di-
minished. (...) the path the West is choosing is wish-
ful thinking, if not impossible. Almost every product
and service today consumes fossil fuels. The gains
in renewables replacing fossil fuels for electricity are
impressive, yet electricity represents only 20% of
fossil fuel use. (...) If you want to reduce man’s
carbon footprint, the best and most reliable method
would be nuclear power, which has become a safe

source of energy despite its toxic name. (...) If you
are ambitious and want to attack a primary source of
CO 2 equivalents, target agriculture and man’s insa-
tiable desire for animal protein. Create a moon-
launch type of program to make animal meat in
laboratories that would be indistinguishable from
meat from slaughtered animals. (...) the real prob-
lem is that the green agenda as currently conceived
is an effective machine for undermining the econom-
ic and political power of the democratic world (...).
We need to acknowledge that our energy policy
targeted against climate change can undermine our
security interests. This happens when we ask too
much of renewables too soon and absolve the worst
fossil fuel abusers like China and Russia. If you
really care about climate change and the environ-
ment, think nuclear in addition to solar and wind.
Eric R. Mandel, JPO, 28.10.21

Israel is changing its views on climate, but
promises and words are not enough

(...) The Israeli (...) National Security Council, which
recently adopted the climate-change issue under its
auspices, set several goals for the country: reducing
greenhouse-gas emissions; preparing for emergen-
cies caused by meteorologic extremes, such as
wildfires, flooding and snowstorms; and leveraging
Israel's assets, such as innovation in climate-related
areas and advancing regional cooperation. (...)
Bennett pledged acceptance of the goal of net zero-
carbon emissions by 2050, an essential component
in the global goal to limit temperature rise to 1.5
degrees Celsius. (...) There is no vaccination for
climate change, but there are measures that can
and must be taken, such as prioritizing renewable
energy over fossil fuels and improving energy effi-
ciency; improving public transportation to make it an
attractive and viable option over the use of private
vehicles; and making sure construction meets green
standards, including environmentally friendly build-
ings and conservation of green, public spaces and
providing shade in open areas. Part of the revenue
from the country’s gas fields must be used to help
develop renewable energy and a gradual transition
to green energy in the future. A recent State Comp-
troller's Report warned that the country is not pre-
pared for climate-change emergencies. The gov-
ernment has now created a “climate change task
force” and approved a program designed to tackle
climate change. (...) A switch needs to be made in
the way we approach the subject of climate change
and environmental protection in Israel. (...) Above
all, it needs to be understood that combating climate
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change has to go beyond narrow political concerns.
This is not a matter of Left and Right; this is some-
thing that is essential for our children and grandchil-
dren.

Editorial, JPO, 31.10.21

The climate crisis: An opportunity

(...) The scientific community is in agreement that it
is now too late for humankind to avert the climate
crisis. All that remains now is to minimize the ex-
pected damage. States that do not adapt will simply
be left behind. (...) it is essential that government
policy will ensure maximum availability of transport
solutions and will promote urban planning that en-
courages walking and using bicycles, alongside
financial disincentives for private car use. In this
context, the purchasing tax on disposable tableware
containing plastic has attracted criticism due to its
disproportionate impact on families from lower soci-
oeconomic brackets, who are more likely to use
paper and plastic tableware. It is important to note
that this is (...) an economic incentive designed to
change behaviors and purchasing patterns. Israel is
a small, crowded, and polluted country, exceptional-
ly so relative to the rest of the world. If current trends
are not changed, this situation will only deteriorate
until life in public spaces becomes unbearable.
Around 90 percent of pollution on Israel's beaches
comes from plastic waste. Thus (...) it is perfectly
reasonable to apply the principle of making the
polluters pay the real costs of the results of their
actions. (...) the climate crisis is (...) a real and
threatening crisis that demands significant changes
in public behavior, the economy, and public policy.
(...) The climate crisis is also an opportunity, and by
taking the right actions we can foster growth and
create jobs of the future that will raise employment
rates. By the same token, failing to act methodically
against the crisis will result in even greater damage
to the entire population, and particularly to the most
vulnerable. The early policy decisions taken in this
area are the first steps in the right direction, placing
us on a path that will support low-carbon and sus-
tainable economic growth.

Yohanan Plesner, TOI, 31.10.21

3. Hackerangriff auf iranische Tankstellen

In Folge einer Cyberattacke fiel das Zahlungssystem
iranischer Tankstellen voriibergehend aus. Die
Fiihrung in Teheran machte Israel und die USA fir
den Angriff auf das landesweite Tankstellennetz
verantwortlich. In zahlreichen Stéadten sorgte der

Ausfall fir lange Schlangen und Chaos. Tanken war
nur noch ohne die Karte fiir den zu 50 Prozent sub-
ventionierten Treibstoff méglich und entsprechend
doppelt teuer. Der Verdacht gegen Israel stiitzt sich
auch auf die Tatsache, dass es in den vergangenen
Jahren wiederholt zu israelischen Cyberangriffen auf
das Netzwerk der iranischen Atomforschung kam,
die erhebliche Schéden verursachten. Eine Beken-
nernachricht gab es diesmal jedoch von einer an-
geblich iranischen Hackergruppe, die mit der Aktion
gegen die hohen Treibstoffpreise sowie die Fest-
nahmen und To6tungen von Demonstrant_innen
wahrend der Unruhen vor zwei Jahren protestieren
wolle. Die Gruppe soll auch das Bahnnetz und die
Uberwachungskameras eines Geféngnisses ge-
hackt haben.

Israel's ability to attack Iran is vital for reasons
other than you know

Besides the Lebanese terror group Hezbollah, which
is under Iranian control, there are (...) other Iran-
backed threats facing Israel. The first one is Iran's
attempt to establish a Hezbollah-like military force in
Syria; the second is its attempts to conduct cyberat-
tacks on Israeli targets; the third is its ability to strike
the Jewish state with cruise missiles and armed
drones that could come from Syria, Iraq, and Yem-
en; and the fourth - and biggest - threat is the poten-
tial to very soon produce nuclear weapons. (...) The
first scenario is a direct attack on Israel with cruise
missiles and armed drones operated by Iran or
militias under its rule. This kind of attack was carried
out two years ago against the Saudi oil infrastruc-
ture, which paralyzed it, although not for long. And
even though Israel has better defensive capabilities
than Saudi Arabia, such an attack by Iran would
likely require an Israeli retaliation on Iran's soil. The
second scenario involves Israel attacking Iran's
nuclear facilities if the Iranian regime violates the
nuclear agreement, if it is brought back to life, or
simply begins accelerating toward a nuclear bomb.
The importance of the ability to perform such is
great in order to show the international community
that the threat of an Israeli strike is real. As a resuilt,
they might try harder to reach an agreement that will
keep Israel safe, or harden the sanctions against the
Islamic Republic or even prepare their own military
options. (...) The chances of a direct military con-
frontation between Israel and Iran, or even between
Israel and Hezbollah, are still slim. But Israel has no
choice but to improve both its defense and attack
capabilities - including its cyber units. The paralysis
of Iran's gas stations earlier this week may indicate
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that Israel is not neglecting this vital area of opera-
tions.
Giora Eiland, YED, 30.10.21

Cyber warfare: Playing with fire

Last week, a cyberattack in Iran paralyzed the gov-
ernment system governing fuel subsidies, causing
chaos at some 4,300 gas stations across the coun-
try. The attack came on the heels of previous
cyberattacks in recent months, which shut down vital
services and infrastructure in Iran — from disruptions
to traffic lights and train services to water and elec-
tric supplies. (...) It's unreasonable to assume that
fuel disruptions will cause the Iranian regime to think
twice about its nuclear adventure. More painful
blows it has sustained in recent years failed in this
regard. (...) And yet, these cyberattacks are not
without reason and justification, as their goal is to
create a balance of terror and deterrence against a
radical regime that can only be stopped by force. If
Israel is indeed behind them, it can be viewed as an
extension of the so-called "war between wars" the
two enemies have been waging for over a decade.
This is a cold war that mostly flies under the radar
and is apparently convenient for both parties as it
allows them to avoid an all-out confrontation that
neither side wants. (...) Iranian hackers attack Israel
incessantly, occasionally with lethal repercussions.
(...) These cyber games, therefore, will continue on
a low flame, but ultimately won't be the deciding
factor in the ongoing tug of war between Jerusalem
and Tehran.

Eyal Zisser, IHY, 31.10.21

Israel's misguided war against Iran's gas sta-
tions

Israel’'s greatest achievement against the Iranian
nuclear program was when it managed to convince
the international community that the Iranian threat
wasn't Israel’s private concern, but was aimed at the
entire world. This achievement is rightly credited to
Benjamin Netanyahu, now the opposition leader.
(...) This mobilization produced the nuclear agree-
ment that was signed in 2015 and curtailed Iran’s
nuclear development in exchange for the removal of
sanctions on it. (...) Three years later, in 2018, Israel
racked up another huge “achievement,” once again
thanks to Netanyahu. U.S. President Donald Trump
withdrew from the agreement and significantly inten-
sified sanctions on Iran. But this move boomeranged
and blew up in Israel's face. Iran resumed enriching
uranium in large quantities, began producing mate-
rial necessary to build a nuclear bomb and is now a

more immediate and dangerous threat than it was
just before the agreement was signed. (...) It now
seems that Prime Minister Naftali Bennett has (...)
even set far more megalomaniac goals than his
predecessor. The cyberattack on Iranian gas sta-
tions was explained by defense officials as a means
of spurring public protests in Iran that could develop
into a civil uprising that would eventually lead to the
collapse of the regime. And indeed, apocalyptic
messianists have never abandoned this doctrine.
But Iranians don't need an Israeli shot in the arm to
be fed up with the regime. And just like Israelis won’t
revolt against their government because of the
cyberattack on the Atraf website, Iranians presuma-
bly also won't rush to take to the streets. The Iranian
threat is too serious and too dangerous to be left in
the hands of gamers and hackers. The nuclear
agreement is currently the only realistic option for
halting Iran’s nuclear program. Any attempt to thwart
it is tantamount to sabotaging Israel’'s national secu-
rity.

Editorial, HAA, 31.10.21

Iran’s Growing Conventional Threat to Israel

As the international community focuses its attention
on efforts to renew negotiations over Iran’s nuclear
program, we should not ignore the full extent of
Iran’s threats to the security of Israel posed by Iran’s
terror proxies. These include rockets, precision-
guided missiles, and we can now add drones and
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (..) to the growing con-
ventional threat to Israel. (...) Indeed, Israeli military
planners know that almost any weapon system that
Iran has will ultimately get into the hands of its terror
proxy forces: Hamas, Hezbollah, Palestinian Islamic
Jihad and Iranian proxy forces in Syria. This is all by
design, and it is the foundation of Iran’s strategy for
the destruction of Israel. (...) Israel could be faced
with a situation where Iran’s proxy forces would try
to overwhelm Israel’s air defenses by using massive
rocket fire combined with drones, U.A.V’s and preci-
sion-guided missiles. They would not only target
civilians with indiscriminate rocket fire but also
launch precision attacks against lIsrael’s critical
infrastructure: electrical power plants, desalination
plants, Ben-Gurion Airport and IDF headquarters in
Tel Aviv. (...) If the international community is seri-
ous about preventing a very destructive war in the
Middle East, it should look at the full array of Iran’s
threats to the security of Israel that are both conven-
tional and nuclear.

Bob Feferman, TOI, 31.10.21



4. Medienquerschnitt
Gewalt im arabischen Sektor

Enlist Arab leaders in efforts to rein in violence
The intolerable ease with which a weapon can be
obtained is not just the result of a desire by criminals
or other negative elements in Arab society to walk
around with them as if it is part of a "culture" or a
desire to instill fear in others. It has to do with supply
and demand, and as long as criminal elements are
able to get their hands on Israeli military weapons,
this phenomenon will only grow. (...) Why is it that
elite Israeli intelligence able to locate any weapon
hidden in a home or a cave in the Palestinian territo-
ries or any weapons mill in the Gaza Strip? Israeli
forces are able to pinpoint any spot where weapons
are situated if they are to be used against Israeli
citizens. (...) Police data points to an absolutely
shocking number of weapons, more than all the
weapons in the hands of Arab, Druze, and Bedouin
soldiers in the IDF and the security forces, in Arab
Israelis' hands. Despite police efforts over the last
year, we have buried a disturbing number of victims
who paid the price of the use of illegal weapons with
their lives (...). In all of these instances, the weap-
ons they used were IDF-issued. (...) There have
been cases where police have discovered weapons
in high-school students' backpacks in the Galilee
and Triangle regions as well as in the South. This
phenomenon should keep every Israeli citizen, both
Jewish and Arab, up at night. The government was
right to approve a multi-year plan (...). Over the last
decade, however, the problem has never been with
the plans but their implementation and regulation.
Perhaps now that crime has become a strategic
threat to both Arab and Jewish society, the plan will
be implemented in its entirety (...). Dominant figures
in Arab society, along with local authorities, civil
society organizations, youth groups, and large com-
panies should be involved in the plan's implementa-
tion. Young people who lack motivation and the
proper framework are at the most risk of finding
refuge in the criminal world.

Jalal Bana, IHY, 25.10.21

Covid-Impfungen fiir Kinder

Vaccinating children will protect everyone from
CcoviD-19

(...) US Food and Drug Administration's authoriza-
tion of Pfizer's coronavirus vaccine in children aged

5 to 11 is very welcome news for the global and
Israeli fight against the most serious pandemic the
world has faced in the last century. (...) Israeli ap-
proval for the vaccine is fast approaching. (...) The
sensitive nature of the decision to vaccinate children
is understandable, although seemingly exaggerated
since for decades every global vaccine campaign
(...) has been based on the great success of vac-
cinating babies and children. {...) healthcare provid-
ers across the country are preparing for the arrival of
the vaccines for children (...) something that will
allow 1.25 million children in this age group to get
the jab. (...) vaccines will only be given with parental
approval, in accordance with the Patient's Rights
Law. The vaccination of children is aimed first and
foremost at protecting the children themselves from
the virus, which although it tends to impact children
only mildly could still prove to be very serious and
even fatal. (...) The inoculation of children is also
aimed at protecting the health of all Israelis. Israel's
vaccination rate will grow significantly if a majority of
children in this age group get the jab, and the grow-
ing vaccination rate could prove critical to the na-
tional fight against the pandemic, decreasing the
renewed spread of the virus, bringing down mass
infections, serious morbidity and death, and limiting
the need for quarantines.

Ran Reznik, IHY, 31.10.21

HAA = Haaretz

YED = Yedioth Ahronoth / Ynetnews
JPO = Jerusalem Post

[HY = Israel HaYom

TOI = Times of Israel

GLO = Globes
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