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Foreword
Two-third of the population of India is under the
age of 25. According to estimates of experts,
by 2025 this demographic dividend is likely to
increase manifolds in the age group of 15-59.
With growing pool of fresh labour, India has the
potential to steer the world in the economic and
political arena.

along with integrating youth perspectives in its
activities. FES India has also initiated a network
of selected young professionals from its partner
organisations called the Young Leaders Think
Tank (YLTT). Members of the YLTT come from
different professional backgrounds and skill sets,
conforming to ideas of social democracy.

In general, the youth of today is branded as an
ardent consumer of global phenomena and a
victim of political insensitivity. Many a scholar
would feel that a generation so absorbed in
materialistic environment would hardly qualify
to become the “demographic dividend” for this
country. If we look at the conventional structures
for youth participation, we realise that not
much is on offer. In certain regions where the
73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments have
been effectively implemented, young people’s
participation has also increased. Although,
due to lack of democratic structures within the
political parties and strong nepotism, access to
this arena is a big challenge. Even the outlook
of the present political leadership is not very
encouraging, rendering the youth alienated and
disillusioned.

There are umpteen challenges facing the youth
today. At the same time, we have seen exponential
increase in youth voicing their concerns in public
fora and employing all possible means for
communicating their distress and apathy. They
are eager to channelise their energy for useful
development. Use of media as a social agent is an
important ally. Similarly, use of new age cinema
is also considered as a powerful tool for raising
awareness on public interest issues. To initiate a
systemic change, young people will need to form
pressure or lobby groups themselves. As one
such dynamic group, the YLTT has undertaken a
unique exercise to develop the Youth Agenda for
India - to be made not only ‘for’ the youth, but
also ’by’ the youth. Through this exercise, the
YLTT has tried to extract specific issues of concern
for youth and identifying the root of the specific
problems with respect to region and context. The
YLTT Youth Agenda looks into various aspects
of youth in development like representation
as a support system for developing critical
perspective, social regeneration and bringing in
creative energy for development.

In the field of education and employment again,
there is lack of opportunities and access to
resources. Most young people are pushed toward
low paying jobs because they do not get proper
counselling or training for skill development.
Employment prospects and desire for better
quality of life often leads to migration. To
address these issues, a National Youth Policy was
developed in 2003 sans any form of discussion
with the target group and it has been put up for
evaluation and revision only this year.
The Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung values the dynamism
of young people in nation-building. It has been
a constant endeavour of FES India to mainstream
concerns of youth as the stakeholder into
finding solutions and making them part of
implementation in democratic processes. The FES
continues to engage youth through participation,

The present document YLTT YOUTH AGENDA
FOR INDIA is the outcome of a long participatory
process spear-headed by the YLTT group. Along
with them, various other resource persons
and individuals have contributed immensely in
building up the content for the youth agenda
by providing their precious time and expertise.
The idea of Youth Agenda was proposed by
Secretary General of FES, Dr. Roland Schmidt
in a small meeting with YLTT members when
he visited India in 2010. He believed that such
an exercise could provide workable solutions to
the existing roadblocks. The engagement of the
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YLTT group, notwithstanding their various other
professional commitments, bears testimony to
their commitment and diligence for change.
Given the comprehensive and participatory nature
of the process so far, the Agenda will surely form
New Delhi
October 2012
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the basis for further research, action and policy
formulation in India. I am sure that readers will
find this document as stimulating and valuable
as we have.
Dr. Felix Schmidt
Resident Representative, FES India

Executive Summary
In order to reap the demographic dividend of
the young population of India, it is important to
identify issues from the perspective of Youth. It
also needs to be borne in mind that with limited
resources at disposal, all the problems cannot be
tackled simultaneously. Thus it is important to
prioritise issues in terms of criticality, size of the
affected group and possible future scenarios of
these issues. We believe that prioritising issues and
building scenarios would have a two-fold impact.
It would help us to focus on issues in an order of
importance and impact. At the same time, since
various issues are interlinked and have overlapping
origins, solving the one with high priority may
also address various other issues which otherwise
appear isolated and unrelated. It is equally pertinent
to recommend and suggest policy-makers to
develop, design and implement appropriate and
adequate interventions to address these issues.
Thus, we, at YLLT, believe that a youth agenda
should identify and prioritise issues, articulate
possible scenarios in future, and propose a set of
possible recommendations to address those issues.
With these understandings in perspective, YLTT
attempted to develop a Youth agenda for India,
assimilating information from maximum number
of touch points to include the inherent diversity of
the Indian society while performing both bottomup and top-down analysis of the issues considering
maximum possible, if not all, viewpoints.

of experts. A number of experts from different
regions were interviewed on each of these 32 issues.
Some resource persons filled out the data sheets,
some preferred giving qualitative information. We
also talked and gathered information from various
socially active young leaders across the country
while participating in youth camps and seminars.
While analysing the data, we created specific
variables reflecting relevance of the information
in terms of number of youth affected, severity of
the issue, confidence level of the resource persons,
and the forward looking scenarios of the issue. The
analysis of information yielded following insights:

To collect information from various stakeholders
for identifying key issues in different geographies,
individual YLTT members used a number of
methods, such as surveys, participatory programmes
like youth meets, seminars, workshops, symposia,
panel discussions, video and short films, personal/
formal interviews. Based on these interactions
and experiences with different demographics we
prepared a list of 60 issues that concerned youth
across the country. The list of issues got pruned to
32 to make it brief and yet inclusive using a mix of
quantitative and qualitative approaches. To assess
criticality and develop scenarios for each issue, we
adopted a modified Delphi method, which is a
structured communication technique using a panel

a)

While there are some pan India issues, experts
have identified different sets of issues for
different youth demographies.

b)

There are some very specific issues related to
specific target groups (such as youth issues
in North East, Jammu and Kashmir and Tribal
regions). At the same time, there are national
issues cutting across broad target groups (such
as issues related to youth in rural areas).

c)

There are some issues which are of very
high importance for specific target groups
e.g. youth in hills, migrated youth, youth
from some States such as Bihar, Jharkhand,
Odisha.

d)

Issues of Young Women emerged as a large
category cutting across sub-categories that
may have similar issues but require very
specific treatment from youth perspective.
We have been able to ascertain with great
degree of confidence that various measures
targeting youth simply cannot work in the
case of young women and the whole agenda
must approach various issues in a specific
context for women.

e)

Another specific segment that came up in our
analysis is the ‘Youth without Entitlement’.
They are mostly either from extremely poor
background or migrated from some place or
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both. Where youth from all other categories
have specific issues which can be addressed
through various proactive planning and
policy mechanism, problems of this segment
need very different approach as their biggest
concern is their ‘claim on entitlement’ which
affects every aspect of their life.
In consistent with the Delphi method, we shared
these findings and insights with another set of
experts and solicited their inputs on the issues
of their interest. We used their inputs to create
a map that helps to prioritise issues using three
dimensional variables: Population, Severity and
Consensus of Estimates. The map clearly shows
that the largest target group does not always
mean higher severity and higher severity alone
does not indicate higher priority. Some of the very
high priority issues that come from the analysis
are: Need for Better Infrastructure, Employment
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Opportunities, Health problems, Appropriate
Education, Quality of Elected representatives.
Some of the issues which otherwise attract
so much of attention failed to show up in the
grid such as: early marriage, skill based training,
promotion of sports and the likes. We also used the
inputs gathered from experts to develop scenarios
(positive, negative and neutral) for 25 issues
and articulate a set of curative and preventive
measures which could help in improving the
situation related to each of these issues.
It is important to highlight that this work is
dynamic in nature and leaves the scope of ongoing
refinement as and when more substantial inputs
come. Nonetheless, the work will be helpful for
any person or agency interested in youth issues at a
macro level, namely, policy-makers, academicians,
civil society representatives, youth organisations
and Think Tanks.

1

W

Background: Towards a Youth Agenda

orld Development Report - 2007 (World
Bank, 2006) was subtitled Development and
Next Generations acknowledging the importance
of youth’s role and concern in contemporary society.
At the same time, United Nations proclaimed the
year commencing on 12 August 2010 as the
International Year of Youth coinciding with the 25th
anniversary of the first International Youth Year in
1985. The theme of the International Year 2010
was Dialogue and Mutual Understanding. These
international developments along with the process
of revision of National Youth Policy (2003) in India
strongly reflects the importance of Youth. Young
people are a major productive resource, agents for
innovations and future leaders. Still it appears that

India has a huge pool of
young people ready to provide
the much talked about
demographic dividend.
their opinions are neither solicited nor are their
voices heard.
India has a huge pool of young people ready to
provide the much talked about demographic
dividend. It is evident in the population pyramid
reproduced on the next page.
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It should also be borne in mind that India is a
diverse country where youth across the regions
and communities and societies may have relatively
homogeneous ultimate aspirations. However the
way they would like to see those aspirations met
could be extremely heterogeneous. This stems from
the fact that youth from different background are
dealing with different societal environs and living
with different value systems. The level of diversity
can be understood by the fact that every district in a
state has different characteristics. For example male
and female literacy rates for Rewari and Mewat in
Haryana are 93 per cent and 71 per cent; and 73 per
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cent and 38 per cent respectively. The Population
pyramid above clearly indicates why we should have
an all-encompassing and realistic Agenda for India
by the Youth for the Youth without any delay. I
It is opportune time to begin an exercise for setting
up a Youth agenda. However, it should be borne in
mind that the youth agenda is not about treating
young people as a group of beneficiary, as another
quota to be created and then creating programmes
for them. It is about mainstreaming their concerns
and perspectives in developmental plans and
policies that are envisaged in this country.

2

Objective and Scope

Objective of developing Youth
Agenda for India was to:


identify, prioritise and disseminate issues of
high relevance for the Youth.



recommend and suggest policy makers to
develop, design and implement appropriate
and adequate policy interventions.



bring a comprehensive view highlighting
diversity of the Youth and their issues



mainstream youths issues into relevant policy
decisions.

Scope
The scope of the study was to receive information
from maximum number of stake holders keeping

The scope of the study was
to receive information from
maximum number of stake
holders keeping in mind the
inherent diversity of the Indian
society.

in mind the inherent diversity of the Indian society.
The study performed both bottom-up and topdown analysis of the youth issues considering all
possible viewpoints.

Objective and Scope
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3

Methodology

3.1 Approach

Y

LTT members performed five rounds of brain
storming sessions and discussions internally
and also with FES to prepare a working plan,
project guidelines and key outcomes. From
internal discussion, it came out that there were
plethora of problems and issues with different
sections, communities, regions and societies in
India. A comprehensive research was conducted
to understand the current state. There were many
reports and papers around various issues and
problems related to youth; however most of these
researches were focused on either specific areas or
in specific context, which, to YLTT’s understanding,

Size of population and
severity in the context of
youth were identified as the
two key variables to assess all
the issues.

did little to map the criticality, urgency and
relevance of these issues.
It was determined that the YLTT would work from
solution oriented frame of mind and thus the team
realised the need to do the mapping of issues with
quantum of impact. To decide on the quantum of
impact we had to understand the level of importance,
criticality for stakeholders and size of the affected
group and possible future scenarios of these issues.
Fundamental guiding thought behind the thinking
process was “optimal allocation of resources
and efforts to bring maximum impact”. It was
understood that with given limited resources all
the problems could not be tackled simultaneously
thus prioritisation and scenario building of issues
are necessary. The YLTT believed that prioritising
issues and building scenarios would have two fold
impacts. It would help us focusing on issues in
an order of importance and impact. Also various
issues are interlinked and have overlapping origins
thus solving the one with high priority may also
address various other issues which otherwise
appear isolated and unrelated.

Methodology

5

Size of population and severity in the context of
youth were identified as the two key variables to
assess all the issues. At the same time, an approach
was followed to maintain the fine balance of critical
mass vs. size bias in the entire process.
Some of the readers may find various issues
missing in this report, which might be attributed
to YLTT’s approach of balancing size bias with
critical mass. Many of the issues which lack critical
mass might be of very high priority but we believe
that those may be best handled at local level,
similarly many issues may have too big a size but
should not be allocated with same proportion of
resources and efforts. Working with this solution
oriented frame of reference, questionnaires,
workshops and analytical tools were structured
and prepared.

3.2 Process
The YLTT adopted modified Delphi technique
addressing given constraints to perform scenario
analysis and prepare the Youth Agenda. The Delphi
method is a structured communication technique,
originally developed as a systematic, interactive
forecasting method which relies on a panel of
resource persons (Linstone & Turoff, 1975). Three
specific steps were taken – field survey, literature
review and discussion/ interview with resource
persons. The work relies heavily on the information
gathered from resource persons (see the list of
experts in Appendix J) and field surveys and used
available literature only on selected occasions that
also in a very broad perspective.

6
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The YLTT consists of members from various
geographies and diversified background. The
members took responsibility to approach
people of different strata of the society in
different parts of the country. Members were to
collate data following different techniques like
surveys, participatory programmes like youth
meets, seminars, workshops, symposia, panel
discussions, video and short films, personal/
formal interview. A general format was used
across the country which contained questions like
most important social / political issue that bothers
youth, most important economic consideration,
how important is technology -amongst many
others. (See the survey format in Appendix E) The
questions not only included the present scenario
regarding the issues but also the probable future
scenarios. Members were free to include need
based additional inputs.
Post this initial field analysis, a questionnaire was
prepared to approach various experts, resource
persons and opinion-makers across India. (See the
format in Appendix H) Two rounds of workshops
were conducted for expert discussion and data
analysis in line with the Delphi method. The resource
persons represented different sections of society
from various States. Only one common factor of
age across these sections was maintained. The
resource persons were selected with an idea that
they represented a large segment of youth from
these regions. Over 80 per cent of the resource
persons were in the age group of 25-45.

4

Challenges and Constraints

4.1 Agenda setting

T

he idea of setting youth agenda was driven by
lack of policy initiative from the state about the
role of youth in driving India’s development in the
twenty first century. This was further reinforced by
the tempting scenario of a demographic dividend
that awaits India and the increased communication
and mobility facilitated by the new technologies.
These two factors have provided both the
rationale as well as the means to get the youth
involved and work for shaping India’s agenda for
development. YLTT has considered dividend from
a holistic perspective rather than just as economic
contribution.
The availability of these inclusive development
modes has made some youth demographics more
connected where as it has also left a sizeable
population out of the contention for agenda
setting and driving its implementation. The
broad implication of this was evident in our initial
attempts to connect to these diverse demographic
groups for their views and also involvement in
the agenda setting exercise. The exercise was of
course fraught with its own sets of challenges and
limitations which included correct identification of

The idea of setting youth
agenda was driven by lack of
policy initiative from the state
about the role of youth in
driving India’s development in
the twenty first century.
the resource persons and their ability to empathise
with the target segment. The methodology
for agenda setting also went through several
modifications. We tried to use the scenario building
which attempted to give adequate importance
to opinion of the resource persons as well as
help in quantifying the importance across the
resource persons.

4.2 Data collection
Identification of resource persons was one challenge
but getting them to respond to our data collection
tool was even tougher! The resource persons were
given adequate briefing about the need for youth
agenda and the importance of the data solicited
from them for setting the youth agenda. The

Challenges and Constraints
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response of the resource persons was satisfactory
to some extent but this was time consuming and
also led to respondent fatigue which slowed the
data collection and at times we had to discontinue
the subsequent sections. Let us reiterate that it
did not in any way harm our analysis as we had
made provision to consider each resource person’s
response to specific demographic and to each issue
as an independent unit of analysis. Though we
had counted heavily on using internet and related
technologies (e-mail, online chat, etc.) to help in
getting in touch with resource persons and also
collect their responses, but most of the time, it was
the good old telephone call or personal meeting
which did the trick. Some of the interviewers
were also hampered by the lack of complete
understanding of the issues and the methodology
used for data collection. Through various corrective
steps like enlarging the inclusion criteria for
resource persons and more details of the issues,
we have been able to surmount the challenges of
limited data that one might frequently come across
in such endeavours.

8
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4.3 Data analysis
In spite of our best efforts, we have not been able to
collect adequate data to run statistically significant
tests to verify our hypotheses. In the first level of
data analysis we reported the results in a tabular
form indicating the importance of the issues and
the general direction it would take in next five to
ten years. As next step we discussed these issues
with the resource persons to check whether we
have identified relevant and critical issues and if
any major one is missing. We also collected detailed
information around how these issues are going to
shape up and affect youth under three scenarios
(positive, negative and neutral). We also gathered
views around what are the best ways to address
these concerns. It should be borne in mind that
our analysis is based on expert inputs and ratings
with the assumption that they represent a sizeable
population of young people across different
geographies and strata. This assumption may
be fallacious limiting the objectivity of the data.
However, various checks and triangulations were
done to minimise this problem.

5

Outcomes

Some of the very high
priority issues that come
from the analysis are: Need
For Better Infrastructure,
Employment Opportunities,
Health Problems, Appropriate
Education.
5.1 Issues – Priority Map

the level of agreement on these two metrics.
The map clearly shows that the largest target
group does not always mean higher severity and
higher severity alone does not indicate higher
priority. Some of the very high priority issues
that come from the analysis are: Need For Better
Infrastructure, Employment Opportunities, Health
Problems, Appropriate Education, and Quality of
Elected Representatives. Some of the issues which

W

e have created a map that helps issues
prioritise using three dimensional variables
Population, Severity and Consensus of Estimates.
Population depicted in Y axis shows the target
group relevant to the specific issue; Severity
depicted on X axis shows the level of criticality
of the issue and the size of the bubble shows

Quality of elected representatives

10

Alcohol & Tobacco Usage

9

Low Political Participation Domestic Violence

Population Affected

8

Employment Opportunities
Health Problems

Low wages for young women
Access to Technology

7

Declining community bonding

6

Use of birth control
Pressure to delivery male child

5

Poor English

4

Rural to Urban Migration

Promotion of Sports
High Stress in Life

3

Employment driven training facilities
Local Employment

2

Skills based training

1
0

Need for better Infrastructure

Appropriate Education

Lack of formal training

0

1

2

General Migration
PMA women from LM
Discrimination at work places

Early Marriage

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Severity

Outcomes
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otherwise attract so much of attention failed to
show up in the grid such as Early Marriage, Skill
Based Training, Promotion of Sports, etc. Though
this issue grid is a good indication of priorities,
however the final assessment should be based on
the combination of the issue grid and scenario
analysis presented in the next section.

5.2 Analysis of Scenarios and
Recommendations
The World Development Report (WDR) 2007
(World Bank, 2006) identified five transitions that
the young undergo in learning, work, health,
family, and citizenship. It asserts that if made
well, “decisions about these transitions will
develop, safeguard, and properly deploy human
capital”(p5). The report also identifies Migration as
one of the key processes and Infrastructure as one
of the key policy areas which affect human capital
formation during youth transitions. Interestingly,
the critical issues emerged after the present

exercise to develop Youth Agenda for India, fall
nicely into seven categories, i.e., the issues appear
to related to Learning, Working, Staying Healthy,
Forming Family, Exercising Citizenship, Migration
and Facilities/Amenities (Infrastructure). As WDR
2007 highlights the issues related to youth vary
from country to country. In this section, all the
critical issues are analysed in three different
scenarios and recommendations are listed below
the scenarios.
5.2.1 Issues related to Learning
While the issue of quality and relevance or
Appropriateness of Education has come up as
a pan India theme, lack of proper knowledge
of English, access to skill based training and
employment driven training facilities are considered
key barriers in successful transition to the labour
market. Possible scenarios of these issues in the
near future and some preventive and/or curative
recommendations are given below:

Issue

Scenarios

Expected Outcome

Appropriate
education

Optimistic – “if
genuine efforts are
made”

•

Neutral – “if tackled
as right now”

•
•
•

More emphasis on career oriented courses
Gradual absence of courses in humanities and basic sciences
Higher disconnect in real life and class room

Negative – “If
ignored”

•

Closure of courses in basic sciences and humanities or so-called
non-professional courses
Proliferation of private universities making access to higher
education difficult for the disadvantaged

Establishment of ideal connect between:
real life and text books,
individual’s interests and abilities and his/ her choices of the
course, and

curricula and the labour market and emerging need of the
society



•
Recommendations

Preventive measures
• Provide incentives to students pursuing basic sciences
• Bring employability skill training in the mainstream
• Include a component on vocational aspects of a subject in teacher training curriculum

Poor English

Optimistic –“if
genuine efforts are
made”

•

Increased participation in world of organised work for larger
population
• Check on migration

Neutral – “if tackled • Lower participation of non-urban population in the organised
as right now”
and higher paying job market
• More entrepreneurial opportunities in creating business models
for non-English speaking workers and consumers
Negative -“If
ignored”

10
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•

Increase in systemic discrimination in terms of educational and
employment opportunities for large non-English educated
population

Recommendations

Curative measures
• Encourage civil society organisations to engage in the English education space especially
for the young people who have not learnt the language formally
• Devise a policy for regulating quality standards of the organisations responsible to
teach English to the adult learners
Preventive measures
• Train the trainers of English teachers in interactive and functional English based on
latest researches
• Ensure that training happens before language labs get established in schools and
colleges
• Make English speaking compulsory for two periods a day in a supervised environment
• Base English lessons on familiar experiences and local socio cultural environment

Access to skills
based training

Recommendations

Optimistic – “if
genuine efforts are
made”

•

Neutral – “if tackled
as right now”

•
•

Large number of vacant seats in training institutions
Low preference for these courses

Negative - “If
ignored”

•

Huge skills mismatch (of both demand and supply) most of the
trained individuals without employment and industries/sectors
with maximum employment avenues with lack of trained
manpower

More acceptance of the fact that skill- based training is not the
livelihood option for ‘poor’ only
• Availability of skills based training institution across the country
with high placement record of trained individuals

Curative measures
• Make skill training session more demonstration based and less theoretical
• Make employability skills training compulsory for all vocational training institutes to
ensure placement of all students
Preventive measures
• Highlight and focus on importance of using hand/ manual work since early school
years, so that acceptance of courses based on manual skills increases
• Make it mandatory for all vocational training institutes to recruit guidance
professionals
• Train and equip local employment exchanges to map existing skills and available
opportunities
• Include parents as a key stake holders in the guidance practice

Employment
driven
training facilities

Optimistic – “if
genuine efforts are
made”

•

Availability of employment opportunities for all courses and
availability of courses for all employment opportunities
• Equal access to employment driven training facilities

Neutral – “if tackled as right now”
• Availability of employment driven training opportunities in selected pockets for selected
people
• Gradual obliteration of courses in basic disciplines with seemingly remote or lesser
relevance for labour market
Negative - “If
ignored”

•
•
•

Too many people for a few jobs and too many jobs for a few people
Mad rush for ‘professional courses’ with suitability and employability
as the worst causalities
Inequitable access to employment driven training programmes where
only a few privileged ones would have access

Outcomes
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Recommendations

Curative measures
• Make employability skills a necessary part of training courses – no permission be given
to start a course/institution without this
• Highlight employment dimension of every subject in all pre-service and in- service
teacher training programmes
Preventive measures
• Use man power projections to fix a limit on establishment of institutions/seats for
training for a particular profession in different areas
• Introduce new courses/institutions only after careful analysis of skill requirement in
that particular area
• Encourage opening of new institutions in areas inhabited by disadvantaged
communities
• Highlight career prospects of so-called non-professional courses using media,
professionals and educators

5.2.2 Issues related to Working
While the issue of lack of adequate Employment
opportunities cuts across all the demographies and
geographies, the issue of Local Employment appears
more pronounced in rural areas and among female
population. This section is dominated by issues
pertaining to women in the world of work. While
their post-marriage absence from labour market

comes up as a key issue, discrimination at work
places and in job opportunities, low wages across
regions and profiles emerge as other womenspecific issues. For workers in the unorganised
sector (which is dominated by women), lack of
formal training remains another key issue. Possible
scenarios of these issues in the near future and
some preventive and/or curative recommendations
are given below:

Issue

Scenarios

Expected Outcome

Employment
opportunities

Optimistic – “if
genuine efforts are
made”

•

Higher standard of living in general with increased per capita
income

Neutral – “if tackled
as right now”

•
•

Widening divide between rich and poor especially in urban
areas
Gross underutilisation of skills of women

•

Social unrest leading to other problems.

Negative - “If
ignored”

Recommendations Curative measures
• Constitute a nodal agency specifically to monitor all existing employment related
schemes and projects; and brainstorm and incubate potential opportunities in different
regions
• Develop a portal for disseminating labour market information
Preventive measures
• Make suitability assessments of the individual and organisation mandatory prior to
enrolling them for any self-employment initiative
• Bring more land under cultivation through reclamation of wasteland
• Encourage skill development course and training on farm-related activities and
technology development for farmers
• Brand farming and allied activities as profitable and ‘cool’
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Local Employment

Optimistic – “if
genuine efforts are
made”

•
•

Marked reduction in employment related migration
More acceptability for farming and craft related activities as
profitable ventures

Neutral – “if tackled
as right now”

•
•

Increase in rural to urban and small to big city migration
Gradual demise of traditional crafts

Negative - “If
ignored”

•

Manifold increase in migration from rural areas and small
towns
Demise of many traditional skills and occupations

•

Recommendations Curative measures
• Provide for social audit to ensure effective implementation of existing employment
schemes at local level
Preventive measures
• Establish a livelihoods commission to identify and create employment opportunities at
the local level
• Map out existing skills at panchayat level thoroughly and allocate budget and build
capacity for the same
• Initiate mass media campaigns (like Greenathon by NDTV) to showcase profitability of
traditional occupations and farm related activities
• Document successful examples of profitable ventures for creating local employment
• Provide for exposure visits of different stakeholders at these locations
Post marriage
absence of
women from
labour market

Optimistic – “if
genuine efforts are
made”

•
•
•

Neutral – “if tackled
as right now”

• Much wider gender division
• Loss of economic and social freedom
• More domestic violence
• Stronger and more rigid patriarchy

Negative - “If
ignored”

•
•

Proper division of labour with women getting due respect
Improved quality of family life and well-being of children
Inclusion of domestic work under productivity in the true
economic sense

Social exclusion due to deprivation of social networking
opportunities at workplace
Complete lack of confidence in women limiting self-growth

Recommendations •

Widen the definition of labour -- home based workers should be counted as a part of
labour
• Implement specific training programmes targeted for such women promoting skills
that can help generate greater income from home-based work

Discrimination at
work places and
job opportunities

Optimistic – “if
genuine efforts are
made”

•
•

More female work participation ratio
Enhanced dignity and social recognition for women

Neutral – “if tackled
as right now”

•

Decrease in female work participation

Negative - “If
ignored”

•
•

Deepening gender divide
Lower self-esteem and lack of enthusiasm among women
leading to further decrease in female work participation

Recommendations Curative measures
• Build facilities to make the work place women-friendly
• Implement laws related to sexual harassment strictly
Preventive measures
• Open up all job sectors for women
• Highlight the achievements of women who have excelled in the areas not considered
suitable for women
• Parent counselling so that they encourage their daughters in non-conventional sectors
• Make maternity/paternity leave mandatory at work places

Outcomes
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Low wages for
majority of young
women

Optimistic – “if
genuine efforts are
made”

•
•
•

Financial stability and dignity
Stronger social status
Improved decision-making power

Neutral – “if tackled
as right now”

•
•

Increase in women’s dependence on men
Less chances of growth in the number of working women

Negative - “If
ignored”

•

Greater social and economic deprivation leading to enhanced
exclusion
Social unrest
Lack of confidence
Limited self-growth

•
•
•

Recommendations Curative measures:
• Sensitise employers, both in formal and informal sector, about equal wages
• Make unequal pay punishable offence for employer
• Induct more women in trade unions
• Encourage civil society organisations working with women in informal sector to do
necessary capacity-building and advocacy to ensure equal wages
Preventive measures:
• (Note: Since skill up-gradation is a key to enhanced remuneration, recommendations
related to skill development are applicable here)
Lack of formal
training (for
occupation in
unorganised
sector)

Optimistic – “if
genuine efforts are
made”

•
•

Many more young people gainfully employed in unorganised
sector
Better growth prospect for employees engaged in unorganised
sector ensuring better social security nets

Negative - “If
ignored”

•

Difficult survival for the huge proportion of labour force (close
to 90%) without any growth trajectory

Neutral – “if tackled
as right now”

•

Some improvement in productivity and income for employees
using skill development facilities provided by National Skills
Development Commission and a number of non-government
organisations

Recommendations Curative measures
• Build on recommendations of National Commission set up for unorganised sector by
introducing a component on launching campaign to attract people for availing existing
opportunities with special emphasis on inculcating and reinforcing importance of skill
development rather than only ‘informing’ people
• Encourage non- government organisations who are engaged in skill development
programmes of people in informal sector
Preventive measures
• Create a cell of qualified professionals who could help the young people choose
appropriate courses
• Make it mandatory for employers of informal workers to ensure skill development of
the workers

5.2.3 Issues related to Staying Healthy
While Health Problems, as a category, has come
up especially in the context of women, Alcohol
& Tobacco Usage along with Drug Abuse register
a pan Indian issue relevant across various target
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groups. Interestingly, the issue of High Stress in
Life has shown relevance beyond confines of
cities. Possible scenarios of these issues in the
near future and some preventive and/or curative
recommendations are given below:

Issue

Scenarios

Expected Outcome

Alcohol & Tobacco Optimistic – “if
genuine efforts
Usage
are made”

•
•

Moderate decrease in consumption
Moderate negative impact on value system but limited adverse
impact on economic productivity

Neutral – “if
tackled as right
now”

•
•

Increase in consumption with substantial loss of labour
productivity
Increase in usage among younger age group

Negative - “If
ignored”

•
•
•

Major social imbalance and unrest
Higher penetration among school students and young children
Substantial loss of labour productivity and human life

Recommendations Curative measures:
• Make it compulsory for grassroots level institutions (such as panchayat and government
schools) to link affected individuals with existing de-addiction/rehabilitation facilities
• Focus on localised campaigns highlighting economic/health ill-effects instead of social
aspect
• Link alcohol/ tobacco related problems to performance of Panchayats with increased
accountability and authority to monitor and control the number of liquor shops, with
provision of social audits
Preventive measures:
• Develop sports and entertainment facilities specifically in small towns and rural areas
• Introduce related topics in the school level curricula to sensitise the young
• Emphasise more on peer- to- peer dialogue by preparing peer trainers (in line with
ASHA)
• Bring legal recourse for affected passive smokers
Drug Abuse

Optimistic – “if
genuine efforts
are made”

•
•

Significant drop in crime rate
Enhanced social harmony and social values

Neutral – “if
tackled as right
now”

•

Significant increase in crime rate

Negative - “If
ignored”

•
•

Increase in epidemic deaths
Adverse effect on health and socio-economic status of women as
well
Increase in social imbalance
Further increase in domestic violence
Escalation in crime rate

•
•
•

Recommendations Curative measures
• Identify highly affected areas and targeted intervention for the same
• Improve and increase rehabilitation facilities
• Allocate more fund to rehabilitation facilities
• Set up fast track courts for speedy implementation of anti-drug laws
Preventive measures
• Identify most vulnerable areas and plan and implement targeted intervention for the
same
• Create new, intense and visible anti-drug use campaigns engaging celebrities and
cultural icons as ambassadors (like the successful pulse polio campaign)
• Include ill-effects of drug abuse in school level curricula
• Promotion of sports to provide channels to youth

Outcomes
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Health Problems

Optimistic – “if
genuine efforts
are made”

•
•
•

Neutral – “if
tackled as right
now”

•

Negative - “if
ignored”

•
•
•

Improved quality of life for underserved rural population and urban
poor
Significant reduction in mortality and increase in longevity due to
improved health care
Even distribution of health care cost across society and state for
provision of health care

Uneven concentration of health care facilities in urban areas and
focus on super-speciality facilities
• Increased burden on state
• Increased financial distress and health related debt-traps for
financially vulnerable sections
Complete dismantling of the public health system
More financial vulnerabilities for large rural and urban poor
Undue focus on treatment and neglect of prevention

Recommendations Curative measures
• Establish widespread distribution network for generic medicines
• Make it mandatory for government doctors to prescribe generic medicines
Preventive measures
• Set standards for low cost treatment plans for common ailments to encourage risk
coverage by insurance companies
• Make rural stints mandatory for health officials especially in tribal areas
• Increase investments in popularising preventive measures
High Stress in
Life

Optimistic – “if
genuine efforts
are made”

•
•
•
•
•

No need for learning coping strategies
Closure of all the researches and organisations engaged in
understanding and helping in stress management
No stress related violence
Enhanced productivity
Better sense of well-being

Neutral – “if
tackled as right
now”

•
•

Increase in competition driven stress for everyone in general but
more for youth in particular
Decline in productivity and creativity of youth

Negative - “If
ignored”

•
•
•

Increase in social unrest especially in rural/semi urban areas
Observable increase in health hazards
Likely increase in crime rate

Recommendations Curative measures
• Provide adequate platforms like counselling centres, sports, recreational and
entertainment events for youth
Preventive measures
• Introduce mandatory stress management professionals in all schools/ colleges/
organisations/companies
• Introduce relevant courses in school that helps individuals set realistic goals in life

5.2.4 Issues related to Starting family
The issues under this theme include: Early
marriage specifically in rural pockets, Inadequate
Use of contraceptives and birth control measures,
Pressure to deliver male child especially in the large
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part of North India and Domestic Violence even in
relatively more developed Southern States. Possible
scenarios of these issues in the near future and
some preventive and/or curative recommendations
are given below:

Issue

Scenarios

Expected Outcome

Use of
contraceptives and
birth control

Optimistic – “if
genuine efforts
are made”

•

Neutral – “if
tackled as right
now”

•
•

Marked improvement in population control
No significant improvement in the intra-family decision-making for
use of contraceptives

Negative - “If
ignored”

•

Serious risk to health of female population and increased pressure
on the scarce family and national resources

Recommendations

•

Increase in women’s participation in the socio-economic and political
processes
Improvement in women’s health and quality of life

Curative measures
• Behavioural change communication (targeted communications for starting, modifying
or stopping a particular reproductive behaviour) for targeting the high fertility groups
(with fertility ranging from 2.1 children (replacement level) to four children per
woman)
Preventive measures
• Sustained engagement with moderate religious leaders for communicating birth
control messages

Early Marriage

Recommendations

Optimistic – “if
genuine efforts
are made”

•

Decrease in cases of early marriage

Neutral – “if
tackled as right
now”

•

Early marriages will continue, in some cases to cover up trafficking
of girls

Negative - “If
ignored”

•
•
•
•

Increase in bride purchasing
Increase in maternal mortality rate
Increase in infant mortality
Increase in child brides sold as sex workers to brothels

Preventive measures
• Provide impetus to existing campaigns focused on dissuading early marriages
• Increase counselling of parents in rural areas and urban slums
• Implement compulsory registration of marriages
• Register marriages only when girl’s age is verified

Pressure to deliver Optimistic – “if
genuine efforts
male child
are made”

•
•

Improvement and stabilisation in sex ratio
Reduction in pressure on women to deliver a male child

Neutral – “if
tackled as right
now”

•

Sex ratio will continue to get skewed

Negative - “If
ignored”

•
•
•
•
•

More female foeticide
Unbridgeable sex ratio
Weakened family relations
Wider gender divide
Increase in mental illness among mothers

Recommendations

Curative measures
• Make Panchayat and Anganwadi workers to monitor childbirth and collect data
• Publish annual status report on Panchayat level sex-ratio
• Plan for targeted intervention in Panchayats with skewed sex ratio
Preventive measures
• Educate the masses about the ill-effects of an imbalanced sex ratio
• Increase counselling focused on decision-makers in the family
• Implement policies like Bhagyalakshmi across India

Outcomes
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Domestic Violence

Recommendations

Optimistic – “if
genuine efforts
are made”

•
•

Reporting of more cases of domestic violence due to increased
mass awareness
More anti-domestic violence campaigns

Neutral – “if
tackled as right
now”

•

Only sporadic reporting of cases and lesser resistance

Negative - “If
ignored”

•
•

Increase in the instances of domestic violence
Further degradation in status of women leading to wider gender
divide

Curative measures
• ‘Broaden the present definition of domestic violence by adding deprivation of
adequate clothes, food and housing to the category of economic abuse, as per the UN
recommendations, 2008
• Monitor and document implementation and reporting of domestic violence cases
• Create support system for domestic violence victim so that others feel safe to come
out
Preventive measures
• Sensitise and train police to tackle domestic violence cases
• Raise mass awareness through media, academic institutions
• Curb alcohol and drug abuse to reduce incidences of domestic violence

5.2.5 Issues related to Citizenship
Low level of political participation both as a voter
and as a representative has been seen as an issue
of national relevance. Poor quality of elected

representatives along with a sense of declining
community bonding emerge as key issues under
this theme. Possible scenarios of these issues in the
near future and some preventive and/or curative
recommendations are given below:

Issue

Scenarios

Expected Outcome

Low level
of political
participation

Optimistic – “if
genuine efforts
are made”

• Democratisation of policy-making
• Meaningful representation of youth, women and marginalised
sections of the society including minorities

Neutral – “if
tackled as right
now”

•

Negative - “If
ignored”

• Increased marginalisation of youth, women and minorities
• Increase in political apathy and distrust with the political class
leading to political crisis

Recommendations

Increased alienation of large masses due to vote bank politics

Curative measures
• Revisit regulations that discourage young people from political participation (e.g., a
mother of more than 2 children cannot contest panchayat elections)
Preventive measures
• Promote politics as a career with well-defined salary structure to encourage young
people
• Introduce module on democratic citizenship in school with emphasis on field visits to
political institutions/organisations
• Institute a separate quota for youth representatives at all levels, right from Panchayat
to the Parliament
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Quality of elected
representatives

Recommendations

Optimistic – “if
genuine efforts
are made”

• More willingness to join politics from young talent across the broad
spectrum of society
• Speedy resolution of social, economic and political issues plaguing
the country

Neutral – “if
tackled as right
now”

•
•

Negative - “If
ignored”

• Further deterioration in governance as policy- making and legislative
functions would be guided by tactical and/or non-statesman
considerations

Increase in disbelief in the role of state as benefactor of citizens
Increase in political apathy

Curative measures
• Conduct 3 to 6 months rigorous orientation programmes on the line of management
development programmes for public representatives
• Set up a think tank type of institution on Governance and organise interactions of
political representatives regularly with experts from political science, sociology and
public service management
Preventive measures
• Develop and follow a checklist of qualifications and/or experiences in order to give
tickets to quality candidates
• Ensure compulsory funding from political parties/Election Commission to improve
knowledge, attitude and behaviour of the elected representatives

Sense of declining
community
bonding

Recommendations

Optimistic – “if
genuine efforts
are made”

•

Neutral – “if
tackled as right
now”

• Increase in privatisation of essential community functions like
socialisation and cultural preservation

Negative - “If
ignored”

• Individualistic traits might lead to more fragmentation and
isolationist tendencies in citizens

•
•

Increased social cohesion and continuity

Dedicated public funding for conservation of shared culture and heritage
Creation of community assets including community halls and funding for communal
events

5.2.6 Issues related to Migration
Interstate migration and rural to urban migration
in order to avail health, education and livelihood
opportunities came up as one of the key issues

of national relevance which are shaping life
trajectories of millions of young people. Possible
scenarios of these issues in the near future and
some preventive and/or curative recommendations
are given below:

Issue

Scenarios

Expected Outcome

General Migration
(primarily
interstate)

Optimistic – “if genuine •
efforts are made”
•
•
•

Substantial economic benefits
Stronger inter community bonding
Reduced caste barriers
Availability of right skills

Neutral – “if tackled as • Destruction of local culture and
right now”
traditions
• Loss of identity
• Poorer basic amenities for migrants
• High concentration of skills in few cities
and very low availability in other areas
Negative - “If ignored”

•
•

Worsened law and order situation
Skewed development of States and
regions, posing a threat to the federal
structure
Outcomes
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Recommendations

Curative measures
• Start migrant support services (such as getting LPG connection,
finding suitable accommodation) to help them make smooth
transitions to the new life
• Regularise the settlements occupied by migrants
Preventive measures
• Provide liberal loan policy/ tax breaks with adequate technical
support for local business/ entrepreneurs
• Create one model University, College and School for 4-5 districts,
for each district and for each block respectively
• Award any contract with a clause of “local area development
expense” with exempt tax liability
• Develop more urban centres in pockets (e.g., one economic hub
per 5 districts)
• Implement proper and fair land acquisition policy
• Create Non farming market-forces driven employment in the small
towns/ rural areas
• Compensate land acquisition by jobs for youth

Rural to Urban
Migration

Recommendations

Optimistic – “if
genuine efforts
are made”

•
•
•

Substantially higher income level of non-skilled labourers
Optimum level of skill based labour’s migration
Better quality of life for migrants in cities

Neutral – “if
tackled as right
now”

•

Decline in non-skilled labour migration with some positive effect
on income level
• High concentration of skilled workers in few cities and unavailability
in most other areas
• Further deterioration in infrastructure of cities

Negative - “If
ignored”

•
•
•
•
•

Very poor quality of life for migrants
Rise in violence
Social and political unrest
Over exploitation of resources such as ground water
Emergence of a new “underprivileged ” category – migrants

Curative measures
• Implement proactive management of resources in cities
• Mandatory provision of municipal facilities for slums/ villages
Preventive measures
• Develop adequate rural infrastructure to sustain micro and small scale industries - both
farm and non-farm based
• Build high class targeted training facilities in line with local employment potential, e.g.,
tourism/apple business in Kinnaur, Makhana based business in North Bihar, etc

5.2.7 Issues related to Amenities/Facilities
While Lack of promotion of sports was voiced
primarily in the North East, need for better
infrastructure in Power and Communication
sector and poor access to technology particularly
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for the rural communities came up as important
issues under this theme. Possible scenarios
of these issues in the near future and some
preventive and/or curative recommendations are
given below:

Issue

Scenarios

Need for better
infrastructure

Optimistic – “if genuine efforts •
are made”
•

Partial check on intra and inter-state migration
Evenly distributed development for the hinterland

Neutral – if tackled as right •
now”

Impetus in intra-state migration leading to a complete
breakdown of the system

Negative - “If ignored”

Massive scale urban migration
Disruption in the dynamics of tradition and local
culture

Recommendations

Expected Outcome

•
•

Curative measures
• Give examples of cases where the RTI Act was used to expose malaise in infrastructure
projects in all RTI related training programmes
• Make provision for compulsory social audit for projects related to infrastructure
development
Preventive measures
• Do a infrastructure audit of each State and launch new projects based on the
assessment
• Add a module, in the capacity-building programmes, on ways and means to create
infrastructure using developmental funds allocated to the panchayat
• Make it mandatory for industrial houses to contribute a share of their profits for
infrastructure development in their area

Poor access to
technology

Recommendations

Optimistic –
“if genuine efforts are made”

•

Optimum harnessing of digital dividend, leading to
leap-frogging in terms of access to education, health
and employment opportunities

Neutral –
“if tackled as right now”

•

Existence of digital divide as an important distinction
for educational and employment preparedness

Negative – “If ignored”

•

Broadening of digital divide leading to social unrest

Curative measures
• Entrust Lok Mitra Kendra with the additional responsibility of capacity building for the
use of technology specially in the rural context
• Use researches on technology adoption to ensure optimum use of existing technological
infrastructure
Preventive measures
• Make it mandatory to build capacity for using technology, before giving access to
technology in order to minimise non-use
• Document and disseminate existing traditional technologies initiated by National
Innovation Foundation

Lack of
promotion of
sports

Optimistic – “if genuine efforts •
are made”
•

Improved overall health indicators for the youth
Reduction in violent and disruptive activities due to
positive outlet of energy
• Improved performance in international sporting
events

Neutral – “if tackled as right • Higher awareness about importance of sports in
now”
general
• Slow demise of traditional sports
Negative - “If ignored”

•
•
•

More youth in anti-social activities
Near absence of traditional sports
Nil achievement in international sporting events

Outcomes
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Recommendations

Curative measures
• Replace all politicians from sports federation by sportspersons
• Ensure decent post-retirement engagement for Olympians and other sports achievers
Preventive measures
• Provide for daily sporting time in school calendar
• Make participation in sports at school level one of the indicators for student’s
assessment
• Identify young people with potential for pursuing a career in sports at primary school
level and provide with necessary facilities
• Provide high class training facilities at district level
• Allocate funds to panchayats to cover provision of basic sporting infrastructure in rural
areas
• Introduce formal mechanism to leverage ex- sportspersons for coaching youngsters
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6
A

Conclusion

lmost two years ago, YLTT initiated formulation
of a Youth Agenda for India. After a series of
interactions with young people and youth experts
from different geographies at different levels we
have been able to identify and prioritise critical
issues from Youth perspective. Some of us may find
various issues missing in this report which might be
attributed to our approach of balancing size bias
with critical mass. Many of the issues which lack
critical mass might be of very high priority but we
believe that those may be best handled at the local
level. Similarly, many issues may have too big a size
but should not be allocated with same proportion
of resources and efforts. We used inputs of experts
to create a map that helps to prioritise issues using
three-dimensional variables: Population, Severity
and Consensus of Estimates. The map clearly shows
that the largest target group does not always
mean higher severity and higher severity alone
does not indicate higher priority. Some of the very
high priority issues that come from the analysis
are: Need for Better Infrastructure, Employment
Opportunities, Health problems, Appropriate
Education, Quality of Elected representatives.
Some of the issues which otherwise attract so
much of attention failed to show up in the grid
such as: Early Marriage, Skill Based Training,
Promotion of Sports. This prioritisation of issues
is likely to help us focus on issues in an order of
importance and impact. At the same time, since
various issues are interlinked and have overlapping

origins, solving the one with high priority may also
address the various other issues which otherwise
appear isolated and unrelated. We also used the
inputs gathered from experts to develop scenarios
(positive, negative and neutral) for 25 issues and
articulate a set of curative and preventive measures
which could help in improving the situation related
to each of these issues.
While we have attempted to create a comprehensive
document on Youth Agenda for India which is
likely to provide important guideline to all the
stakeholders going forward in realising the dream
of harnessing demographic dividend, we are aware
of the fact that the Youth Agenda cannot be static
in nature. For many it may sound an obviously
logical conclusion to make, but for us, it comes
from rigorous research where analysis of facts and
observations highlight that various issues would
shape up differently going forward and thus need
regular modification not only in the way those are
tackled but also the frame they would be looked
at. For example, an issue which may be more urban
at this point of time may become more relevant
in rural context few years down the line. Thus it
is important to have a mechanism where regular
evaluation of work done around specific issues
concerning youth would be assessed and a selfcorrecting loop has to be built by incorporating
feedback from the ground. We aspire to keep
the process of consultation continued through
various forums and platforms so that a complete
agenda which include issues and proposal around
frameworks and policies. The work is dynamic in

Some of the very high priority
issues that come from the
analysis are: Need for Better
Infrastructure, Employment
Opportunities, Health problems,
Appropriate Education, Quality
of Elected representatives.

Conclusion
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nature and leaves the scope of ongoing refinement
as in when more substantial inputs come. The work
will be helpful for any person or body interested
in youth issues at a macro level namely policy
makers, civil societies, youth organisations and
Think Tanks.
During this two-year long exercise we were touched
by the demonstration of extreme optimism of
both experts as well as the young people amidst
the general mood of “nothing being right at the
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state level”. This is most promising because young
people and those representing them still believe
that they CAN make a difference. No matter
how pessimistic and dire the outlook may look or
how desperate the young people may sound but
there is hope that we can influence the political,
economic and social processes for brighter and
inclusive future. It is this simmering anger as well
as lingering hope for a better future which gives
hope for drafting and implementing an engaging
Youth Agenda for India.
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Appendix A
YLTT and Youth Agenda: The
Genesis

T

he Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES) India Office
initiated a network of young people called
the “Young Leaders Think Tank” or YLTT. The
YLTT initiates discussions and develops strategies
on political, social and economic issues for India,
infuses fresh perspectives and processes them
with FES to energise public debate. In 2010, YLTT
initiated a discussion on whether India needs
a ‘Youth Agenda’ in order to redefine the role
and enhance the visibility of young people in
governance and development processes. With an
objective of initiating a process of youth agenda a
workshop-cum-consultation was organised during
May 28-30, 2010. Besides YLTT members, it was
attended by resource persons with rich and diverse
experiences of working with Youth. All participants
agreed that a youth agenda was necessary. A
youth agenda needs to be made FOR the youth,
but also BY the youth. The possible contents and
structure of the proposed Youth agenda emerged
during the workshop necessitate inclusion of the
following dimensions:
1.

Build a self-empowering network of stakeholders, especially but not exclusively of
young people. Several institutions were
named which already work on the issue.
A strategic youth agenda would have to
take as many stake holders into account, as
possible.

2.

Media, as a social agent and as a field in
which many young professionals themselves
work, would be an important ally.

3.

A participative political process should
include young citizens. Young people should
be enabled to inform themselves about
political involvement in differing intensities.

Young people should also be enabled to
enter existing structures, and allies for this
enterprise should be connected.
4.

Young people should themselves form
pressure or lobby groups, the Young Leaders
Think Tank being one of them.

5.

Policies should be formulated, lobbied for by
civil society and put into action by existing
political decision-makers.

6.

The full social and regional strata of Indian
Society should be included in the process
of formulating the agenda as well as in the
objectives of the agenda.

7.

Educational tools other than formal education
should be created, used or promoted to
generate more participation and knowledge
of the political process.

8.

A broad variety of developmental issues were
raised, including regional migration, health,
good governance, sustainability.

These issues could be addressed in an agenda. The
YLTT’s role, as decided, was to develop a concept
in consultation with FES on how to draft the youth
agenda, with whom and which issues to include
and build scenarios for the same.
Members of YLTT decided that each member would
explore and exploit diverse youth issues in their
own geographical area. (See Appendix K for a list
of YLTT members) The group is a representative of
members from different regions of India and from
diversified academic and professional background.
The action plan included regional consultations
and documentation of opinions and voices of
youth from across India.
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Appendix B
Round 1: Identiﬁcation of issues

T

o collect information from stakeholders for
identifying key issues in different geographies,
individual YLTT members used a number of methods,
such as surveys, participatory programmes like
youth meets, seminars, workshops, symposia, panel
discussions, video and short films, personal/formal
interviews. A break-up of regional representation
is given in the Figure below:



Lack of awareness regarding youth’s own
right and responsibilities



Lack of proper forum to express their
grievances and expectations



Opportunity for flexible education system



Disgraceful outlook towards nation’s political
environment



Job opportunities



Migration in less developed and rural areas



Gender bias in terms of education and job
opportunities



Corruption



Lack of scopes for financial assistance from
government agencies for entrepreneurs



Dependence on government jobs

J&K



Job-oriented trainings and courses

East



Environment and pollution

Figure: Views represented by different
regions (%age)

Mixed
19%
5%

West
14%
15%

10%
14%
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Some of the issues identified during this process
included:

14%
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South
North-East
North-Hill
North

Appendix C
Round 2: Composite listing of issues

I

n order to understand the findings emerged after
regional consultations by individual YLTT members,
another workshop was held in 2011 when we
started our formal deliberation and discussion. We
started with identifying issues through problem tree
analysis. The main problem statement we started
with was “how can India receive her demographic
dividend from her young population”. We followed
“sum of the parts” approach to assess demographic
dividend thus we looked at the problems from youth
perspective rather than the receiver perspective.

Based on the field based interaction with
different demographics like rural/urban, literate/
illiterate etc, the YLTT members’ experiences with
young people in different part of the country,
we prepared a list of 60 issues that concerned
youth across the country. We classified these
issues as per the framework developed by the
World Bank (2006), which included following
themes: Learning, Working, Staying healthy,
Starting family, Citizenship, Migration, global
communication, Amenities/facilities. The list is
given below in the Table:

Issues for the youth agenda
Transitions

Issues affecting youth in India

Ranking

Level of school enrollment by gender
Primary, secondary, post secondary completion
Learning achievement—end-primary and end-secondary—(Quality)
Education

Readiness to pursue post secondary education
High rate of school drop out
Universal education system or Right to Education
Basic Sciences/ Courses vs Job Oriented Courses
Guidance for choosing most appropriate course
Incidence of child labour (Premature entry in labour market)
Labour force participation
Unemployment for rural and urban youth
Not in education, employment or training

World of work

Employability skills
Information and guidance system for career choice and development
Employment in public sector
Employment in unskilled areas
Employment in farming
Employment in private sector
Employment in new areas – arts, culture, freelancer in creative field
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Tobacco usage
Nutrition level
Drug abuse
Youth engaged in unprotected sex
Prevalence of awareness of HIV/AIDS
Prevention of HIV
Maternal and child health
Staying healthy

Life-style related diseases like diabetes
Fertility rates
Young people becoming teen parents
Young women using antenatal care
Guidance on parenting
Family planning
Malnutrition among children and women
Drug-abuse, tobacco and alcohol
Population growth
Youth with political awareness
Awareness and achievement of MDGs
Maintaining inter-community (religious) relations
Maintaining inter-community (caste) relations
Problems of organised crime
Article 370
Uniform Civil Code
Corruption at high places
Human Rights
Sustainable Development

Citizenship

Political representation
Reforms in the Judicial system
Deliberate transition of power to younger generation
Women and minorities in leadership roles
Media’s role in nation-building
E-governance
Right and duty to vote
Social welfare and social security
Role of civil services in nation-building
Individual privacy vs. national security
Rights of differently abled
Rights of LGBT (Sexual Minorities)
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Youth studying/working outside their place of birth
Migration/ Divide

Interstate Migration for employment
Digital Divide
English vs Non English Speaking Segments

Communicating
global scale
ICT (Information,
Communication
and Technology)
Amenities/
Facilities

Internet and communication technology for networking and knowledge
sharing
Major international pro-democracy events like Arab uprising
Computer and Internet
Mobile Phones and Advanced applications
Modern face of Cinema, TV and Radio
Roads, Power and Water
Housing, Accommodation
Facilities for sports and other physical activities
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Appendix D
Round 3: Reduction of number of
issues for deeper analysis

B

efore the next stage of resource persons
interviews, the discussion group shared the
outcome of this process with rest of the group for
pruning the list to make it brief and yet inclusive.
The most important reason for pruning was to
make it less daunting for both-the YLTT members
and the resource persons. Each of the 18 present
members of YLTT gave their rating on each issue

as per the degree of importance on a scale of 1-10
where 1 meant not at all important and 10 meant
extremely important. We arrived at an indicative
score for importance of items by averaging the
ratings. Thus, a mix of quantitative and qualitative
approaches was used in preparing the final list of
issues. All issues with the mean rating of less than
5 were removed, issues with similar connotations
were merged and it was also ensured that each of
the major themes get a representation. The final
list consisted of 32 issues.( See Table below).

Issues for the youth agenda
1

Level of school enrollment by gender

2

Article 370 and Uniform civil code

3

Basic Sciences/ Courses vs Job Oriented Courses

4

Corruption at high places

5

Drug abuse

6

Employment in farming

7

Employment in private sector

8

English vs Non English Speaking Segments

9

High rate of school drop out

10

Incidence of child labour (Premature entry in labour market)

11

Infrastructure (Roads, Power and Water, Housing, Sports facility)

12

Internet and communication technology for networking and knowledge sharing (Web ,mobiles, etc).

13

Interstate migration for education

14

Interstate Migration for employment

15

Judicial system reforms

16

Maintaining inter-community (caste) relations

17

Maintaining inter-community (religious) relations

18

Major international pro-democracy events like Arab uprising

19

Maternal and child health

20

Media’s (including print and audio-visual )role in nation building

21

Not in education, employment or training

22

Political representation and participation

23

Population growth

24

Prevalence and Prevention of HIV
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25

Primary, secondary, post secondary completion

26

Problems of organised crime

27

Social welfare and social security

28

Tobacco and Alcohol usage

29

Unemployment for rural and urban youth

30

Universal education system or Right to Education

31

Women and minorities in leadership roles

32

Youth with political awareness
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Appendix E
Round 4: Detailed analysis of the
pruned list of issues

W

e collected information from various resource
persons spanning across the regions. Some
resource persons filled out the data sheets, some
preferred giving qualitative information. We also
talked and gathered information from various
socially active young leaders across the country
while participating in youth camps and seminars.
While analysing the data, we created specific
variables reflecting relevance of the information
in terms of number of youth affected, severity of
the issue, confidence level of the resource persons,
and the forward looking scenarios of the issue.
We made our best efforts to remove bias from the
information by normalising the information using
background of the resource persons. However,
it was not possible to completely remove bias
from the information as we received most of the
data through informal discussion in qualitative
form. We asked our resources persons to provide
information on the basis of what they believe
relevant in the current situation and not what they
believe should be the case and wherever possible
we helped our resource persons in making this
distinction.
Data analysed from second round provided some
great insights. We would like to emphasise on the
point that what are highlighting below is based on
the information provided by the resource persons
and it does not really reflect what we as a Think
Tank believe.
The major themes from the analysis are
summarised below:
a)
Demographic diversity of the issues is
important as resource persons have identified
different set of issues for different youth
demographies. However, we would like to
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highlight the fact that there are strong pan
India issues from Youth perspective as well.
b)

There are some very specific issues related
to specific target group. Youth from specific
region such as North East part of India and
Jammu and Kashmir and Tribal areas have
specific but critical issues.

c)

There are national issues cutting across
broad target groups such as issues related to
youth in rural areas, issues related to youth
in metropolis and big cities, etc.

d)

There are some issues which are of very high
importance for the specific target groups
e.g. youth in hills, migrated youth, youth
from some states such as Bihar, Jharkhand,
Odisha.

e)

“Young Women and Females” this is a large
category cutting across sub-categories that
may have similar issues but require very
specific treatment from young population.
We have been able to ascertain with great
degree of confidence that various measures
targeting youth simply cannot work in the
case of young women and the whole agenda
must approach various issues in a specific
context for women. The current lack of
gender mainstreaming seems to be fulfilling
this gap.

f)

Another specific segment that came up in our
analysis is the ‘Youth without Entitlement’.
They are mostly either from extremely poor
background or migrated from some place or
both. Where youth from all other categories
have specific issues which can be addressed
through various proactive planning and
policy mechanism, problems of this segment
need very different approach as their biggest
concern is their ‘claim on entitlement’ which
affects every aspect of their life.

Themes Cutting Across Nearly All Target Groups
No.

Issue

Highlight

Forward View

1

Alcohol and Tobacco Usage

Even very young people

Extremely critical

2

Appropriate Education

quality of education
relevance of courses

3

Migration

Both Urban and Rural driven Situation
by employment opportunities migration

4

Employment opportunities

Non-farm specifically for semi Situation will worsen i.e. employment
urban/ rural India
opportunities would decrease.

5

High level of Drop-outs

post school (specifically 10+2)

No clarity. Though inclusive evidence
points to improvement. It also means
delayed entry to workforce for India’s
young population.

6

Employment driven training Both academic and vocational
facilities

Remains as it is but privatisation may
show some improvement.

7

Low
level
participation

of

political Both
as
representative

voter

and Significant improvement over next five
to ten years
will

worsen

i.e.

more

and Improve especially as representative.

Themes Cutting Across Broad Target Groups
No.

Issue

Highlight

Forward View

1

Drug Usage

Critical in disturbed areas

Extremely
Critical
for
contribution in the society

2

Interstate Migration

Driven
health

3

Local employment

specifically in organised sector Situation will worsen as development is
concentrated in specific big cities

4

Competition driven Stress

Education especially 10+2 and Extremely critical specifically for very
for government jobs.
young population

5

Intrastate Rural
Migration

6

Absence from labour market

7

Need for better Infrastructure

specifically
power
communication

8

High stress in life

Much more than just metros

9

Poor access to technology

10

Lack of formal training

to

by

education

productive

and Will decrease due to programs such as
MGNREGA

Urban High for developed States

Will worsen in the long run specifically
for skilled persons
No clarity
and Will improve. Need would increase and
also the provision but deterioration in
resource match in next 5 years.
Will worsen to a level where productive
youth would become un-productive.
Improve

for occupation in unorganised No clarity
sector
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Themes for Speciﬁc Target Group
No.

Issue

Highlight

Forward View

1

Dowry system

State and community specific

Improve

2

Pressure to deliver male child

large part of North India

Remains same

3

Domestic Violence

even in relatively developed southern states Will worsen

4

Early marriage

specifically for rural pockets

5

Migration of young females as domestic specifically from Eastern India
workers

Will decrease

6

Migration due to lack of high income North East, Kerala
generating opportunities

Will worsen

7

Lack of promotion of Sports

specifically in North East

Will worsen

8

Quality of elected representatives

Specifically Eastern Part

Will worsen

9

Very poor infrastructure

connectivity and power specifically Eastern Will improve
and North Eastern India

10

Sense of Declining Community bonding

Majorly inter religion

11

Poor English

works as an entry barrier in getting private Remain same
sector jobs

12

Inequality of opportunities

driven by income inequality

Will end

Will worsen

Extremely critical

Young Women
No. Issue

Highlight

Forward View

1

Local employment
opportunities

Self-employment

Remains same

2

Access to Skills based
training

which does not require higher academic Remains same though in pockets,
qualification
it might improve because of
NSDC kind of initiatives.

3

Employment
opportunities

which factors in the inherent challenges of Worsen
young married women and help them get
financial independence

4

Domestic Violence

major problem even in relatively developed Will worsen
southern states

5

Specific Training
facilities

to participate in productive work conducive to No clarity
female sensitivities

6

Health problems

Make women less productive than men

7

Migration due to
marriage

Prevalent across barring some southern states Remains same

8

Low wages for majority involved with basic, non skilled work
of young women

9

Use of contraceptives
and birth control

Responsible for their irregular participation in Remains same
labour force

10

Discrimination at
work places and job
opportunities

Across regions and profiles

Will improve

Remains same

Remains same

Apart from looking at some of these key issues, we also tried to understand how these issues would
evolve going forward. There are clearly three categories of issues, one which would become more critical;
second, which would subside with time; and third, which would remain stagnant.
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Appendix F
Draft tool for regional consultation
About self:

Name (optional):

Age:

Sex:

Education Qualification:

Occupation:

Location: Town/Village, Tehsil, District, State

Caste: General/OBC/SC/ST

Religion:
Hindu/Muslim/Christian/Baudh/
Sikh/Jain

Economic status: Upper/Upper middle/Lower
middle/Lower
Issues:
1.
Most important SOCIAL issue (which you
personally believe) in your village/ community
specifically in the context of youth:

What changes do you expect in 5 years
time from now in this regard?

What changes do you expect in 10
years time from now in this regard?

What changes do you expect in 15
years time from now in this regard?
2.
Most important POLITICAL issue that
bothers you specifically in the context of
your voting constituency and from youth
perspective:

What changes do you expect in 5 years
time from now in this regard?

What changes do you expect in 10
years time from now in this regard?

What changes do you expect in 15
years time from now in this regard?
3.
The
most
important
ECONOMIC
consideration for you that you think will
help you manage your life the way you
want:

What changes do you expect in 5 years
time from now in this regard?

What changes do you expect in 10
years time from now in this regard?

What changes do you expect in 15
years time from now in this regard?

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

How important technology is for you
considering your personal scenario:

What changes do you expect in 5 years
time from now in this regard?

What changes do you expect in 10
years time from now in this regard?

What changes do you expect in 15
years time from now in this regard?
Your key concern/ issue with media/
communication in the context of youth and
your local scenario:

What changes do you expect in 5 years
time from now in this regard?

What changes do you expect in 10
years time from now in this regard?

What changes do you expect in 15
years time from now in this regard?
How important cultural and traditional
systems are for you and what is the most
influential cultural aspect of your society:

What changes do you expect in 5 years
time from now in this regard?

What changes do you expect in 10
years time from now in this regard?

What changes do you expect in 15
years time from now in this regard?
What is the state of education in your society
and what is the most important issue there:

What changes do you expect in 5 years
time from now in this regard?

What changes do you expect in 10
years time from now in this regard?

What changes do you expect in 15
years time from now in this regard?
What are the three most desirable things you
want in the context of youth in your area:

What changes do you expect in 5 years
time from now in this regard?

What changes do you expect in 10
years time from now in this regard?

What changes do you expect in 15
years time from now in this regard?
Any other issue which should be included in
youth agenda for your community?
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Appendix G
Basic guidelines for YLTT Youth
Agenda Survey

P

lease comment on these specific issues based
on your personal views/ experiences only.
Here country means – the region you know well,
Youth means the youth you understand. Please
be speciﬁc and crisp in your comments – avoid
generic remarks such as poverty, corruption etc.
You don’t need to know everything to comment
on these topics – use whatever you know.
What is your key concern as an 1.
Individual
2.
What is your key concern as a 1.
youth
2.
How do you think you are making 1.
contributions to address the 2.
concerns you have
What do you think a youth can do 1.
to bring the required changes
2.
What should be ideal inclusions in 1.
the Youth Agenda for India
2.
3.
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Personal Proﬁle

Name

Age

Sex

Education

Domicile State

Religion (not mandatory)

Caste (not mandatory)

Work Profile

Appendix H
Glimpse from the ﬁeld
Group 1
Venue:

Government Senior Secondary School, Udaipur, Chamba (HP),

Occasion:

Annual NSS (National Service Scheme) camp
Sample size and characteristics: : 70 volunteers (40 College students, 30 Higher Secondary
students; 25 girls and 45 boys; age range 16-22 years; from different parts of the District;
largely Hindu; all caste groups; lower middle and low SES)

Method:

Group discussion facilitated by the NSS programme officer
Discussion issues: Youth issues in the region now, after 5 years, 10 years, and 15 years in the
following spheres: Society, Polity, Economy, Media, and Culture.

Outcomes:

Although they were supposed to discuss issues specific to their region, the discussion got
diverted to national issues such as caste, corruption, unequal distribution of resources, and
irresponsible media. But when it came to discussing culture, they got animated and showed
concern over preserving cultural traditions in the mountain context and talked about reviving
traditional values and ways of life.

Group 2
Location:

Delhi Public School , Gandhidham Near Kandala Port , Bhuj (Gujarat)

Sample size and 19 (10 female, 5 male, 4 not specified, Class 10, 11,12 students in the age range of 15-18,
characteristics:
from upper middle and high SES)
Method:

Survey method using a questionnaire

Outcomes:

Like previous group comments on Political, Economic and Media domains were similar, but
they did raise some local issues. A list of the key issues affecting young people in the area is
given below:
1.
Transportation: Better railway station and airport
2.
More preference on Business and less on academic persuasion; more focus on money
and less on learning
3.
Brain drain due to lesser opportunity for higher education and
4.
Media should be more focused on youth issues, should report from small and remote
places as well. Positive should be given more space. Should be less after TRPs
5.
No opportunity for higher education and professional courses in the area
6.
For some respondents cultural traditions are “opportunities to show off prosperity and
time for entertainment”. For some others people are going to forget the culture anyway.
For yet others youth should show interest for traditional dance and music
7.
Too much money in social and political sectors
8.
Too much dependence on technology, less use of brains, in future youth is going to be
like a robot unable to take decisions using brain.
9.
Bad habits such as smoking, drinking, laziness
10. Low belief in self
11. More cleanliness and hygiene
12. Lesser health consciousness
13. Financial independence
14. Better teacher required
15. More opportunity for personality development in school
16. Industrial development in the region
17. Pollution
18. Narrow mindedness
19. Low level of education
20. Preference for male child.
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Appendix I
Format for detailed issue wise analysis in Round 4
Issue____________________________________________________________________________________
Demographic
Segment

Urban
Nativity

Semi-Urban
Rural
North

Geographic
Region

South
East
West
North-East
Hindu
Muslim

Religion

Sikh
Christians
Others
Illiterate

Literacy

School Educated
College Educated
General Caste

Caste

OBC
SC
ST

Gender

Male
Female
Unemployed
Self Employed

Employment

Government
Employment
Private Employment
Unskilled
Employment
Skilled Employment

42

Youth Agenda for India

Level of
Importance

Level of
conﬁdence

Change in Importance in
next 5 years

012345678
9 10

50 75 90 100

Increase Decrease Stable
Irrelevant

Disturbed areas

Insurgency
Naxal/Maoist
Hills
Plains

Physiographic
regions

Coastal
Arid

Overall- Youth in General

Existing status and provisions
Engagement
of youth

Efforts in
engaging
with the
youth

Promotion of the full
involvement of youth through
existing

01234567
8 9 10

012345
6 7 8 9 10

Policies

Processes

Structures

Existing mechanism for
partnership for

Solutionseeking
process

Implementation of
solutions

Local/
Community
State/
regional
National

Suggestions/recommendations/modiﬁcations
Promotion of the full involvement
of youth through proposed
Policies

Processes

Proposed mechanism for partnership for

Structures

Solution-seeking
process

Implementation of
solutions

Local/ Community
State/ regional
National

Your own involvement with the_________________________________________has been at the level of
General awareness

Participation in civil
society discussion

Participation in
government discussion

Direct involvement in the
field with youth

Your involvement with ________________________________________________________has been for
Last six months

About six months to 2
years

More than 2 years but less
than 5 years

More than 5 years

Would you share your own experiences on __________________________________________________?
Any other comment that you would like to share with us about ________________________________
Expert

YLTTian
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Appendix J
Sample Output for Survey in Round 4
Issue: High rate of school drop out
Demographic
Segment

Nativity

Geographic
Region

Religion

Literacy

Caste

Gender

Employment

Disturbed areas
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Urban
Semi-Urban
Rural
North
South
East
West
North-East
Hindu
Muslim
Sikh
Christians
Others
Illiterate
School Educated
College Educated
General Caste
OBC
SC
ST
Male
Female
Unemployed
Self Employed
Government
Employment
Private Employment
Unskilled
Employment
Skilled Employment
Insurgency
Naxal/Maoist
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Level of
Importance
01234567
8 9 10
3
6
8
4
2

Level of
conﬁdence
50 75 90 100
75
90
90
75
90

Change in Importance in
next 5 years
Increase Decrease Stable
Irrelevant
Decrease
Decrease
Stable
Stable
Decrease

5
5
4
4
4
8
6
3
3
8
8
4
6
8
9
4
8
8
5
5

90
75
75
90
90
90
90
75
90
90
90
90
90
90
90
90
90
90
75
75

Stable
Stable
Decrease
Decrease
Stable
Stable
Decrease
Stable
Decrease
Decrease
Decrease
Decrease
Decrease
Stable
Stable
Decrease
Decrease
Stable
Stable
Decrease

6
8

75
90

Decrease
Stable

2
8
8

90
90
90

Decrease
Stable
Stable

Hills
Plains
Coastal
Arid

Physiographic
regions

6
6
5
6
5

Overall- Youth in General

75
90
90
75
90

Stable
Stable
Decrease
Stable
Decrease

Existing status and provisions
Engagement
of youth

Efforts in
engaging
with the
youth

Promotion of the full
involvement of youth through
existing

0123456
7 8 9 10

012345
6 7 8 9 10

Policies

Local/
Community

2

2

Nil

Nil

State/
regional

2

2

Nil

National

3

3

No idea

Processes Structures

Existing mechanism for
partnership for

Solutionseeking
process

Implementation of
solutions

Nil

Nil

Nil

Nil

Nil

Nil

Nil

No idea

No idea

Awareness,
consultation,
subsidised
education

Decentralised
nodal
agency to be
performed at
local level and
coordinated at
national level

Suggestions/recommendations/modiﬁcations

Local/
Community

Promotion of the full involvement of youth
through proposed

Proposed mechanism for partnership
for

Policies

Processes

Structures

Solution-seeking Implementation of
process
solutions

Policy to
awareness
amongst
youth for
education

Awareness
among youth
contributes

Local level
committee for
discussion and
review

Local level
programmes,
involving youth,
involving families
and communities

Awareness subsidised
education (primary
and secondary), social
support

Awareness in
society and
family

State/
regional

Promoting girl
To achieve
100%
education at
enrollment
subsidised fee
irrespective of
gender

Make a
separate board
with local level
agency to
perform

Subsidised
education and
sponsored
awareness
programme

District level boards
(implementation)

National

To achieve
100% school
enrollment
irrespective of
gender

Nodal agency
to coordinate
with
government
board, NGOs

Ensure school
enrollment for
girls

With authority from
Centre in guidance of
nodal agency, NGOs
and government
authorities

Target oriented
projects given
to state, civil
society

Your own involvement with the issue has been at the level of
General awareness

Participation in civil
society discussion

Participation in
government discussion

Direct involvement in
the field with youth
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Appendix K
List of experts
S.No. Name and Organisation

Address

Email / Phone

1.

Ms. Madhu Bala

Jagori
B-114, Shivalik
Malviya Nagar,
New Delhi 110017

Email: madhu@jagori.org

2.

Mr. Aniruddha Bahal
Editor
COBRAPOST.COM

E-76, Sector 21, NOIDA, UP

M: 91-9810132128
Email:aniruddha.bahal@gmail.com

3.

Mr. Kishore Gaur
Coordinator, Social Action For
Human Resource Development,
(SOHARD)

Natthusar Bass,
Behind Hanuman Mandir
Bikaner, Rajasthan

M: 91-9950727412
E-mail: kgaur2008@gmail.com

4.

Ms. Anupriya Ghosh

Jagori
B-114, Shivalik
Malviya Nagar,
New Delhi 110017

Email:anupriya@jagori.org

5.

Ms. Durba Ghosh
Community- The Youth
Collective

11/8, Nehru Enclave East
Kalkajee, New Delhi, 110019

Tel: 91-11- 26447608
M: 91-9810461153
Email:durba.pravah@gmail.com

6.

Ms. Guddi S.L.
National Co-ordinator
Yusuf Meherally Yuva Biradari

D/15, Ganesh Prasad,
Nausheer Bharucha Marg
Grant Road ( W ),
Mumbai - 400 007

Tel: 91- 22 - 23870097
Fax: 91- 22 - 23889738
M: 91- 9869059860
Email: kgaswadesi1947@gmail.com
Website - www.yusufmeherally.org

7.

Mr. J. John
Executive Director
Centre for Education and
Communication

173A, Khirki Village,
Malviya Nagar, New Delhi
–110017

8.

Mr. Sanjeev Kumar Kanchan
Programme Officer
Industry and Environment (Green
Rating Project)

Centre for Science and
Environment 41, Tughlakabad
Institutional Area, New Delhi
- 110062

Tel: 011 2995 5124-25, Extn.-251
Fax: 011 2995 5879
M: +91 8800855090
Email: sanjeev@cseindia.org

9.

Ms. Rekha Koli

Human Rights Law Network

Email: rekhakoli81@gmail.com

10.

Mr. Pankaj Kumar

Human Rights Law Network

11.

Ms. Medhavinee Namjoshi

Vacha Trust
5, Bhavna Apartments
S.V. Road vile Parle (West)
Mumbai 400056

Tel: 91 - 22-26055523
Mobile: 91- 9833476857
Email: vacha@vsnl.com,
medhabhi@gmail.com

12.

Dr. Sunilam Mishra
Former Member of Legislative
Assembly

7, Jantar Mantar
New Delhi

Tel: 91-11-3321833
Email: sunilam_swp@yahoo.com

13.

Ms. Renuka Motihar

Pravah
C-24B, 2nd Floor, Kalkaji
New Delhi 110019

Tel: 91- 9810233251
Email: renuka.motihar@gmail.com
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14.

Mr. Sachin Nachanekar

Vacha Trust
5, Bhavna Apartments
S.V. Road vile Parle (West)
Mumbai 400056

15.

Ms. Meenakishi Natrajan
Hon’ble Member of Parliament
Indian National Congress

12, Tughlak Lane,
New Delhi- 110 011

16.

Mr. Kshetrimayum Onil

17.

Dr.V. Reghu
Faculty Head
School of Youth Studies & Extn.,

Rajiv Gandhi National
Institute for Youth
Development
University,
Ministry of Youth Affairs &
Sports
Govt. of India,
Sriperumbudur-602 105.
Tamil Nadu

Tel: 91- 44-27163872.
M: 91 -9381519486
Fax: 91- 44-27163227
Email: reghuvm@yahoo.com

18.

Ms. Swati Sahni
Senior Consultant (Right to
Education)

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan
Ministry of Human Resource
Development
HD 24, PitamPura
New Delhi

Tel: 91-11-22379137/73/91/96. Ext:
107
M: 91-9958764810
Email: swatisahni17@gmail.com

19.

Ms. Vinu Sampath
Commonwealth Human Rights
Institute

B-117, Second Floor,
Sarvodaya Enclave
New Delhi - 110 017

Tel: 91-11 - 43180200
M: 91-9899274456
Email: vinusampath@yahoo.com

20.

Mr. Rashmeeranjan Satpathy

Keonjhar

M: 91-9937874237
Email: rrsatpathy@gmail.com

21.

Mr. Kuber Sharma
Coordinator
Creative Media and Policy Group
Commutiny- The Youth
Collective

11/8, Nehru Enclave East
Kalkajee, New Delhi, 110019

Tel: 91-11- 26447608
Email: kuber.sharma@gmail.com

22.

Dr. P. Sivakumar
Training Office
Rajiv Gandhi National Institute
for Youth Development

Govt. of India
Sriperumbudur-602105

M: 91-9444581080
Email: babuskumar@gmail.com

23.

Mr. R.P. Tyagi
Institute of Economic Growth

24.

Mr. Yogesh

Tel: 91-11-23795600

M: 91-8794742009
Email: onilrights@gmail.com

M: 91- 9811734379
Email: rptyagi@iegindia.org
Sarpanch, Village Giglana,
Rajasthan
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Appendix L
List of YLTT members
No. Name and Organisation

Address

Phone, Email

1.

Dr. Raja Muzaffar Bhat
Founder/Convener J&K Right
to Information Movement,
Journalist, Dentist

Address: Gopalpora Wathoora
Tehsil Chadoora district
Budgam
Jammu & Kashmir

Tel: 91-1951-230199
M:91-9419562190
Email: budgam_social@rediffmail.com
muzaffar@jkrtimovement.org

2.

Dr. Mausumi Bhattacharyya
Assistant Professor
Centre for Journalism & Mass
Communication
Visva-Bharati University
Santiniketan - 731235
India

Uniworld City, New Town,
Heights Tower-II, Flat-1703,
Kolkata - 700156

Tel: 91-033-25000315
M: 91-9903177503
Email: mausumibht@gmail.com

3.

Mr. Shailendra Singh Bisht
Assistant Professor
Marketing and Strategy Area
IBS, Hyderabad

ICFAI Business School
C-115, C Block
Survey NO. 156/157,
Donthanpally Village,
Shankarpally Mandal,
RR Dist- 501504
Andhra Pradesh, India
Postal address:
Ground Floor,
House Number 61,
Padmanabh Nagar,
Near Nanal Nagar
Mehdipatnam
Hyderabad -500028
Andhra Pradesh India

Tel (O): +91-8417236657/60/61/62/63/64
Extn-5006
Fax:+91-8417-236653
Tel (R): 91-40-23523169
Email: shailendrabisht@gmail.com

4.

Mr. Gururaja Budhya
Secretary (Chief Functionary)
Urban Research Centre,
Bangalore

E-1, Maithree Apartments,
6th Main, 15th Cross,
Malleshwaram,
Bangalore – 560 003
Karnataka

Tel: 91-80-23364509.
M: 91-94488-49353.
Fax: 91-80-23567664
Email: budhyag@hotmail.com,
gururajabudhya@gmail.com

5.

Mr. Sachin Kumar
Assistant Professor

Department of Geography,
Government College,
Chowari,
Tehsil: Bhattiyat,
District: Chamba,
Himachal Pradesh

M: 91-9816508800
Email: samparksachin@gmail.com

6.

Mr. Sandeep Kumar
Senior Research Analyst
McKinsey & Co (McKC, India)

E 8, First Floor
Green Park Ext, Near Green
park Main Market
New Delhi - 110016

M: 91-9810583063
Email:sandeepkumar.jha@gmail.com
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7.

Ms. Anu Maheshwari
Community Engagement
Moderator
Taking It Global

C/o Major Vineet Devdas
Qtr No. 237/B,
Changla Crescent
College of Military
Engineering (CME)
Pune -31

Tel: 020-30630938
M : +91 –7350949769
Email:anuriandima84@gmail.com

8.

Mr. Jagdamba Prasad
Maithani
Founding Chairperson
Alaknanda Ghaati Shilpi
(Aagaas) Federation

Village and Post-Pipalkoti,
Chamoli, Uttarakhand

Tel: 91-1372-266450
M: 91-9412055534
Email: jpmaithani@gmail.com

9.

Mr. Jitendra Nayak
M.Phil in Planning and
Development (with Teaching
Assistantship) IIT Bombay

C/O Padmini Biniwale
12 Sadhana, Vishram Society,
Shivasrushti, Kurla (East)
Near Kurla Nehru Nagar Bus
depot.
Mumbai-400024,
Maharashtra

M: 91- 9920240764
Email: jiten.iitb@yahoo.com,
jitujnu@gmail.com

10.

Mr. Abhijeet Vilasrao Patil
Manager Business
Development, Human Factors
International Pvt Ltd

7A - 301, Ashok Nagar,
Balum, Near Dadlani park,
Old Bhiwandi Road ,
Thane W - 400608

M: +91-9920311440, 9860298003,
9869393525, 08275060422
Email: abijeetpatil@yahoo.com
abijeetpatil@gmail.com

11.

Ms. Ritika Rai
Correspondent
Thomson Reuters

House no. 301- Washleigh
Manor,
11, Rustam Bagh road (Near
Manipal hospital)
Old Airport road,
Bangalore- 560017
Karnataka

M: 91-8884830830
Email: ritikarai.dd@gmail.com

12.

Mr. Raajeev Rustagi
Campaign Officer
Directorate of Advertising &
Visual Publicity (DAVP)

1/5169, Street No. 7
Balbir Nagar, Shahdara
Delhi 110032

Tel:91-11-22329159
M: 91- 9810743680
Email: raajeevrustagi@gmail.com

13.

Ms. Sanskrity Sinha
Correspondent, International
Business Times

H No. 30,
Mahi Residency, Flat 201
3rd C Main,
Chikka Banas Wadi
OMBR Layout
Bangalore - 560043

M: - +91- 9845011419
Email: sanskrity2002@yahoo.
co.inSanskrity2002@gmail.com

14.

Mr. K. Anand Sudhan
Head
Centre for Community
Ophthalmology & ConsultantPublic Health

Shri Sadguru Seva Sangh Trust
Jankikund
Chitrakoot – 210 204
Satna, Madhya Pradesh

Tel: 91-7670-265514, 91-265606
Ext:369
Fax:+91-76760-265330
Email:kanandsudhan@googlemail.com

Appendix

49

Appendix M
Consultation in process: Some still images
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About the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung
The Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES) is a German political
foundation committed to social democracy, pluralism and
international cooperation. It was established in 1925 as the
political legacy of Germany’s first democratically elected
president, Friedrich Ebert.
Banned in 1933 and re-established in 1947, the FES today
continues to promote social democracy and political
education. The main field in which the foundation is active
are:

Social cohesion

Democratic culture

Innovation and participation

Globalisation based on solidarity
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