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Summary - Amendment Proposal to the Lebanese Nationality Law issued by Decision No. 15 on 19/1/1925 as
amended by the law of 11/1/1960, In the aim of eliminating discrimination and enshrining equal rights in the
Nationality Law between women and men
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Law with the principle of equality stipulated in the Constitution, as well as in accordance with international conventions that transcend
domestic laws, which Lebanon has signed, ratified and adhered to.

In a related context, the proposed law addresses the excuses and pretexts used by opponents to the amendment of the Nationality Law,
in order to bridge the gap between the flimsy and the realistic and legal. It tackles how Lebanese men are granted this right without
intimidation while Lebanese women should have it granted within the same controls in force that are imposed on Lebanese men. Some
pretexts or propositions were presented in the legal debate in anticipation of the issue of settlement, exception, i.e. the exception of
some nationalities, and demographic imbalance. But all of these are illegal and would represent double violations amounting to racism,
if they were developed or adopted during the enactment.

This law proposal also addresses the topic of citizenship, which is a mutual relationship between the individual and the State as defined
by the law of the State, including the obligations and rights contained in that relationship with the State. So the laws must guarantee
these rights to all citizens, women and men, who are under its care and hold its nationality without any discrimination or exclusion.
The laws should also ensure the access of individuals, women and men, to the rights in the legislation, laws and policies in force in
the same country.

Since nationality is the legal relationship where the relationship of mutual citizenship between the individual and the State is manifested,
it results in the enjoyment of civil, political, social, economic and cultural rights. The State must ensure that all its citizens enjoy the
exercise of active citizenship as citizens, without discrimination in the ways of holding, transferring, granting and acquiring citizenship.

Since citizenship represents the rights guaranteed by the State to those who hold its nationality, Lebanese women are citizens in this
country and they are entitled to enjoy all human rights. The State must provide all the necessary measures to allow them to exercise
these rights, including their right to choose a husband or partner freely and without restrictions or obstacles, and their right to create
a family and care for its members through responsibility sharing within the family, especially parental responsibility, including the
protection of their children and granting them their nationality.

The proposal also touched upon the blood bond, which means nationality and its acquisition, as it is not exclusive to the father, but it
is a common inheritance through the formation of genes determined by the blood of both the father and the mother that the newborn
inherits from their (his/her) parents. Therefore, this association cannot be denied to the mother who carries and embraces the child
or fetus in her womb.

The drafting and development of the amendment proposal of this Nationality Law was also based on a number of conventions, treaties
and charters, in particular: the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women, the Vienna Convention
of treaties, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Political and Civil Rights, the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals, the Arab Charter on Human Rights, and the Arab Declaration on Belonging and Identity.

The Nationality Law includes legal violence against Lebanese women and mothers. All violations are carried out in the name of the law
by depriving women of the right to confer citizenship onto their families. Thus, the laws applied unequally among all citizens violate
human rights. Discrimination against women in the constitutions and/or national laws, leads to various types of violence, and violence
against women constitutes a violation of the being and a violation of Human Rights, as well as a threat to the integrity and stability of
the family and an obstacle to the development of society. Violence becomes even more deadly when it is practiced in the name of the
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Summary

Amendment Proposal to the Lebanese Nationality Law issued by Decision No. 15 on 19/1/1925
as amended by the law of 11/1/1960
In the aim of eliminating discrimination and enshrining equal rights
in the Nationality Law between women and men

My Nationality is a Right for Me and My Family Campaign is presenting a draft law aimed at amending the Lebanese Nationality Law,
in order to recognize the right of Lebanese women married to a foreigner to confer nationality to their families in the same way as
Lebanese men married to a foreigner.

My Nationality is a Right for Me and My Family Campaign is a regional campaign that has been working for more than twenty years for
the right of Lebanese women and their families, at the national, regional and international levels as a member of the Global Campaign
for Equal Nationality Rights. The objective is to remove the violations from the nationality laws and eliminate discrimination based on
grounds that affect the principle of active citizenship for all, such as gender and religion.

Based on the follow-up of the Campaign to amend the Nationality Law and pressure to change many policies and decisions that are
discriminatory against the families of Lebanese women, as well as on its work with the legislative and executive councils in different
periods, and based on keeping pace with international resolutions and recommendations, the Campaign is reproducing the proposal
of the draft Nationality Law, after its review and improvement within an approach that addresses the issue from several aspects,
specifically with regards to Lebanon’s regional and international obligations.

This draft law amendment provides the reasons for amending the Nationality Law, first in the Constitution, then in international
conventions and treaties, in Arab and regional commitments, as well as in Lebanon’s periodic reviews before international fora and
recommendations of states. It also expands on the pretexts and excuses related to exceptions, as well as settlement, demographic
balance and the law and decisions in force.

Hence, the proposed law addresses the rationale, showing the details, the analysis and the conclusions. All that should prompt and
oblige the legislative power to reform the discriminatory Nationality Law, and fulfill its international and regional obligations, which
mostly call for the abolition of discrimination and the achievement of justice among all, as well as apply what is stated in the preamble
of the Constitution and its articles that affirm equality between citizens without differentiation or preferential treatment among them.

As this proposal shows, based on the Code of Civil Procedure, international conventions prevail over domestic laws, whilst the
Constitution remains at the top of the legislative pyramid. It also elucidates the contradiction between the authority of the current
Nationality Law decision No. 15 of January 19, 1925 and the authority of the Constitution issued on May 23, 1926, and how the
“expired” Nationality Law is contrary to the Constitution, as it precedes the Constitution and also precedes the establishment of the
Lebanese State.

The proposal also shows how the current Nationality Law does not take into account human rights standards, as it predates the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights of December 10, 1948, and was developed under the colonial and mandate power. Therefore,
the Lebanese legislators must keep pace with the culture of human rights, abolish all forms of discrimination and align the Nationality
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law, i.e. legal violence: Legal violence strengthens the culture of domination and exclusion within the family and society, and affects
access to all rights, constituting psychological, economic and moral harm that cannot be ignored legislatively.

In the details of this law proposal, the family includes a Lebanese woman, her foreign husband and their children. The provisions of
such law are applied to all families of Lebanese women married to foreigners without discrimination on the basis of the husband'’s
nationality, a year after the date of marriage registration in Lebanon. The retroactive effect also applies, so that the Lebanese nationality
is granted to those born of a Lebanese mother before the law came into force, regardless of age, and regardless of the death of the
mother, to anyone who holds any document proving that the child was born of a Lebanese mother, and regardless of residence or
birth on Lebanese territory. The right to nationality is also granted to anyone born of a Lebanese mother directly as an inherent right
immediately upon the entry in force of the law. In addition, husbands and children, who are stateless or classified in the category of
“undocumented” or “under study” will also benefit from this law and obtain citizenship.

This law proposal also follows the experiences of a large number of Arab countries that have preceded us to the equality between men
and women in the right to grant nationality in their laws, including Arab countries such as Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco, Egypt, Yemen,
Iraq, and other countries. Most foreign countries have in their laws equal rights to women and men in granting nationality, such as
the United Kingdom, Australia, Ireland, the Philippines, India, France, Italy, Hungary, Switzerland, Argentina, Turkey, South Africa, Spain,
Germany, Finland and other countries. These countries that have implemented reforms have not invoked any pretexts, on the grounds
of nationalities, demographic balance or distribution, or other challenges.

Since the Lebanese Nationality Law issued by virtue of decision No. 15 of 19/1/1925 includes provisions that discriminate between
men and women, especially in granting the right of nationality to children, and the law issued on 11/1/1960 includes provisions that
discriminate between men and women, especially Lebanese women married to a foreigner in relation to applying for nationality, it is
required therefore to abolish all provisions, laws and regulations that definitely discriminate between men and women in all political,
administrative, social, national and especially legislative fields.

According to this law proposal, the family of a Lebanese woman married to a foreigner shall be treated the same as the family of a
Lebanese man married to a foreigner with regards to the right to grant and confer Lebanese nationality. Nationality shall be granted
to a foreign man married to a Lebanese woman under the same conditions and controls applied to a Lebanese man while conferring
nationality to his non-Lebanese wife.

The proposal of this draft law also includes the amendment and impartiality of the Nationality Law and the elimination of discrimination
in order to ensure equality between women and men in all its articles, which are attached in a table indicating the number of the article
containing discrimination, and then the current legal text that needs to be amended versus the proposed amendment.

Therefore, My Nationality is a Right for Me and My Family Campaign is submitting this draft amendment proposal to the Nationality Law
«to amend the provisions of articles 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 10 and 11 of the Law issued by Decision No. 15 on 19/1/1925 as amended by the
law of 11/1/1960», in order to include it on the agenda of the legislative session that would be set for its discussion and approval, and
then cancellation of all provisions contrary to this law, which becomes effective from the date of its publication in the Official Gazette.
It should be noted that it also applies retroactively.
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