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Summary

Over more then 20 years of cooperation, The Royal Scientific
Society RSS and Friedrich Ebert Stiftung FES, focus on the
socioeconomic challenges in Jordan. Many studies were
conducted, tackling hot issues in Jordan, recently the price of
energy was increases significantly and the imported oil bill became
the number one challenge for Jordan and Jordanians, so RSS,
and FES agreed to conduct a study about the use of solar heaters
in Jordan. The ultimate objective of this study was to shed light on
the current Solar Water Heater use in Jordan on the household
level, and the reasons why such systems are not used more
widely in a country with an abundant source of Solar Energy such
as Jordan. The objective was also to examine the Water Heater
production sector by studying the companies working in this field,
the nature of their work, issues they are facing and potentials for
improvement.

The main findings and recommendations are:

* Only 13% of Jordanian households own a solar heater.

*  90% of solar heaters in Jordan were locally manufactured in
a small factories or workshops while the Evacuated Solar
Tubes were also being imported into Jordan on a smaller
scale.

» Jordanians are well aware of the benefits of solar heater
use but high initial costs and bad quality of some products
prevent them from buying on a larger scale.

* House characteristics affect the expansion of solar heaters
use in Jordan, half of Jordanians live in apartments, and
therefore there is no space on buildings roofs to install solar
heaters. In addition, the availability of central heating
systems in many houses discourages occupants from
investing further in new Solar Water heaters. But the new
prices for diesel fuel will affect the rates of use for the
central heating systems and generate a shift towards the
use of solar heaters.



The level of awareness among Jordanians about the
importance of using Solar Water Heaters is very good.

Tax incentives on the Solar Water Heaters and the
materials used in their production are needed to reduce
cost and expand the use of solar water heaters in Jordan.

Improving product quality is a key factor in the expansion of
Solar Water Heater use in Jordan.

A strong partnership between industry and science and
technology institutions is strongly recommended.

Launching stronger awareness campaigns promoting the
use of Solar Water Heaters and the added benefits for
doing so will encourage citizens to invest in this technology.

Promote the awareness of citizens on the importance of
purchasing nationally and internationally Certified Solar
Water Heaters.
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Amman Jordan
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