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First Day - 25 Augusgt 1955,

Morning_ Seasion, In th_a Cbair: C.Jd.GEDDES (CI‘eat Britain}

The Chaiyman, C.J, (EDDES, opened the meeting at 10 a.m., and
welcomed the delepgates of the National Cerntres, and especially the
representatives of the CEEC, EPA, Council of BEurope, International
Labour Organisation, the High Authority of the ECSC, the ILiaison Office
ard the Committee of IXI of the Buropean Coal-Steel Community, the
Social Abtachés to the German, British, Netherlands and U,S. Embassies,
the delegates of the International Trade Secretariats of the Building
Workers, Clerical Workers and Techniclans, Minewerkers, Public Services,
Transporitworkers, and [Metalworkers, and the General Secretary of the
ICFTU, J.H, OLDENBROEK,

The Chairman in his introduction, stressed the importance and
the tasks of the present Conference, the purpose of which was to make
a thorough examination of the practical means to bs used by the Trade
Union Movement for the Revival of the Iuropean Idea, and to create
the basis for increased particination in the European intergration
projects.

He emphasized the similarity between the Resolutions made
by the linistors of the Community States at Messina and their own
Resolutions, but drew attention to a difference in the way in which
the aims wers formulated, They must give the working class of Burope
a new ideal, whilst avoiding any objectives which were not practlcable
and which would only arcuse false hopes., This task called for great
" gfforts and for readiness to make extengive concessions.

The Chairman then turned to the guestion of procedure.
He proposed dealing with Ttem 2 on the Agenda, and suggested having
d diseussion on the draft declaration submitted by the Ceneral Secre-
tary of the B,R.0., W. SCHEVENLLS, IHHe requested the members to send
any proposed amendments in writing to the appropriate committess,

The same precedure was applied to items Nos.3, 4 and 5 on the
Agenda,

The Chairman then requested appointments of members to slt on
the "Goneral Committes", the "Transport Committes" and the "Power
Comittee",

L, ROSENBERG (Cermany) moved the carrying of one single
Regolution at the Saturday session.

A, RENARD (Belgium) asked whether the number of committees
was sufficient, He thought a fourth commission should be set up to
make a thorough examination of the social aspects of integration.

A, GRAEDEL (Switzerland) supported Comrade Renard's proposal
in principle, but feared that the setting up of a fourth committee
would overload the work of ths Conference itself. He therefore
sugpested that the "General Committee" should make a speclal point of
dealing with the soclal problems of European integration.
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G, PASTORE (Ttaly - CISL) also agreed with Denard, but he
too thought “that” tha gtudy of the social aspects should be left to
tho "(General Committes",

W, SCHEVENELS (ERO) considercd this solution satisfactory,
but pointed out that the technical and economic aspects of Luropean
integration could not be overlocked, Tt was just on these p01ntq
that they had to concentrate if they wished to achieve pesitive results,
Needless to say, consideration must also be taken of the soclal claibms
of the workers.

A, TONARD (Belgium} stated that specialists were available
to deal with the technical and economic aspects, but that the Confer-
ence should issue directives regarding the social aspects, as other-
wise nobody else in Furope would do so.

The ( Chairman oroposed turning bo the question of the social
aspectbs of Duropean integration, in Section ¥V of the Duclaration,
relative to social problems,

The Conference agreed

The Chairman then requested the General Secretary of the
B.Re0uy W, SCHEVENELS, to make & statement on the general aspects of
Furopean integration,

W, SCHEVENELS began by referring to his written_report.
In order to save time, he did not intend to repesat the contents of
that documert, but only to draw attentlon to the following voints,
Difficnliies and differences of opinion concerning Buropean integration
oxisted in a number of countrias, and cven they themselves were not
exempt, They wore aware of the dlffercnces of opinicn which existed
in regard to the Eureope of Six, or Seven, of Nine or of Fifteen, as
well as the ups and downs which had been expcrienced in attempts since
1948, to achieve greater cowordination in various fields., They were
also awara of the failure of other integration schemes, such as the
Green Pool, for instance., Tt was claimed that Burope was gradually
taking shape, hut the present development was far too slow to achieve
the deslred objective soon encugh, and the working class was deriving
hardly any berefits at all from this glupgpish rate of progress. On the
other hand,nc progress could be expected from the social viewpoint until
the technlcal and economic problems have been solved, TIf was there-
fore essential that the European trade unions should point the way
to the practical possibilities now open for a further step on the road
to integration. :

The Messina Resolution provided for the carrying out of
studies, already in progress and whose results would o submitted
to a pereral Conference in October, Tn order to be in a position to
agsert the workers' point of view and to act upon the decisions taken
by the Minister at that Conference, it was essentlal that the Buropean
Trade Union Movement express its views on these problems without delay.
With that view, they had got in touch with P,-H, SFAAK, President of
the Committco of Ministers, in order to enable experts appointed by
the trsde unions, to sit on the general or gpeclal committses dealing
with these studiss. They had also approached the various Geovernments
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insisting on one or more trade union delegates being included in the
national delegations. The Council of iinisters had rejected their
first demend on the pretext that the committees had so far only

dravn vp a list of questions, and had not tackled the actual solution
of the problems. The question as to whether trade union experts
would be included in the rational delezatbions was still hanging.

There was then the question as to how they should proceed on
the national arnd international level, in order to ecollaborate ard
carry out the GCovernmental projects at present envisaged regarding
transnort and power. They had, above all, to arcuse public opinion
in resard to those problems., They had to appeal to that class of the
vopulation which best realised the necessity of European integration
nanely, the working class,

W, SCHEVEY'ELS stressed the immense importance of forming
a common market in FBurope, They must thersfore make every effort to ono~
ose arnvresistance in each country, so as {0 make a start with the pro-
Jjects claborated by the Hessina Conference. Once the Covermments had
got going, the time would come for them to put forward the workers!
claims.

The speaker went on to tackle the question as to whether they
shovld aim at goneral integration, or whether they should concentrate
on partial integration pending favourable circumstances later on when
ther covld get to work on general integration. They had to realise
that nartial integration involved cervain risks, as if they remained
isolated for teco long a period, the inevitable consequence would be
that other sections of the economy would disintegrate. The lessina
Regointion, apsrt from the partial integration of transport and pover pro-
vided for the gradual crecation of a common market for all products,

If that could be accomnlished it would doubtless be the batter solution,
The difficuliies in that ficld were so great, however, that the obvious
question arose as to how far the Messina Govermments took the latier
proposal geriously.

Nor had the question been settlied as to what form the partial
integration of transport and power should take, Comrade Tofahmm would
Jater on, throw some light on to the way in which the Governments were
using their transport system as a means for the economic war,

The Covernments now had an opportunity therefore to prove that they
were prepared to ceasa the ceconomic war they were waging against each
other and to work sincoroly for Buropcan unification, as the nccessary
technical conditions wers certainly avaisble to permit a rapid inte-
gration of European dransport.

Tt was no longer necessary to cmphasize the ncecessity and
urgency of forming a common market for Eurcpe for her future evolution,
Each day that passed by umused, only increased their state of inferiori-
ty compared with the two other economic blocks. They must not allow
their present opportunity to exercise influence on the preparatory
measures for creating a common Zuropean market, the iransport comnunity,
the power community and the development of atomic enerzyy, to escape
them,
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A. REMARD (F,G.T.B, - Belgium) did not consider the present
status of the Coal and Steel Community satisfactory, The ECSC appeared
quietly to be turning into a cartel. 1In its prasent form the ECSC
Treaty seemed to be an obstacle in the way of real European collabora-
tion. MNor had tessina negotiations achieved the expected results,
although use could he made of Articles IT and TIT of tae Resolution
on the raising of the living standard, In order to enable those
principles to materialise, the Free Trade Union had to concentrate
their common efforts in that direction, with the accent on the social
aspect of the integration policy., It was not the trade unions' task
to organise the economy of a country, but it was their duty to submit
claims likely to exert influence on the economy.

The blame for the present failure of international discussions
lay with national egoism,  As for the Tree Trade Unions, Lhey had to
be prepared to take the risks involved in integration provided they
were consulted on social matters, Without the certainvy of inter-
national scolidarity on the art of the Free Trade Unions, hcwever,
the chances of success were zero,

L, ROSETBERG (DB~Germany) azreed with A, Renard that social
integration could not be separated {rom economic intezration. Con-
sequently, the Free Trade Unions must have greater participation in
the econonic development of the new Zurope than in the past, Trade
union claims could be implemented once the trade unions were in a po-
sition to exercise the necessary influence on their CGovernmments, On
the Furopean level the international solidarity of the national trade
unions was of importance in that connection,

Speaker could not help feeling, however, that what they
wanted was a Furope which would not bring advantages to some States
2t the expense of others, I[ence the expedient in the form of {Tunctional
integration, For the same reason the BECSC had so far not secured the
necessary powers cnabling it to act as a true [Hgh Authority or supra-
national Authority, the result being that the tasks which really
should be assigzned to the High Authority, were handled by an inter-
national private cartel in that cense,

Likewise with the trade unions,  where it was not possicle
to separate the national interests from the international interests,
So long as there was no realistic Furopean conception, the trade
unions would continue to hobble along behind the policy of the individe
ual States, '

L, Rosenberg then spoke about the problem of partial inte-
gration and the necessity of securing greater participation of the
trade unions in all the negotiations on integration at Governmental
level, Above all, the trade unions must not become the slaves of the
national economic policy, and must not support the latter if it ran
counter to their trade unicon policy al international level,

T. YATES (Great Britain) pointed out that the United Kingdom
was in a particular position as a result of RBritain's responsibility
towards the Commonwealth and the Sterling Zone in gensral, Regarding
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the immigration of foreign workers to Creat Britain, Comrads Yates
stated that 364,000 foreign workers had been given working normits
between 1947 and 1954. In addition, about one million Irish workers
werc emnloyed in the U.K.

“eferring to Britain's relations with the European Coal and
Steel Community, Comrade Yates rccalled the recent meecting in London
where attempts had been made to find a basis for closer co-opsration,
Personally, he could have no confideiice in the idea of a supra-national
authority aimed at the political integration of Lurope, The British
gelegation could not agree to some of the peolitical objectives conbainad
in the draft declaration submitted to the Conference. In the first
place, therc would have to be closer co~operation botwesn the Euronean
countries, which would enable political interration to be achiuved
slowly and gradually. The British dclegation could not accept all the
points in the declaration submitted, and would put forward alternative
pronosals in writing,

CH, VEILLQM (F.0,- Trance) regretted that some European integram
tion attemats, such as the Creen Tool, Tor instance, had suffecred sete
backs, and said hec agreed entirely with Comrade RENARD's conclusions
concerning the Coal and Steel Coamunity., Comrade Veillon gave warning
of the danger facing many countries, if by removing Customs restrictions
thers should be a return of froe comnetition within the framework of
a canitalistic economy, based on the inferior working conditions of
certain countries., It was their task to seek the means for adspting
these working conditions to each other, and for ensuring and imoroving
the living standard of the working masses,

The Covermments appearcd now to be more disposed to agree to
the comnon use of gources of enerzy and mesns of transport, True, the
trade unions must also take part in dealing with the technical problems
but it was particularly immortant that they should deal with the social
aspects invelived, The Resoluticdn adopted at the present Con~
ference should not only define their claims to the Govermments in that
connection, but should also make a special point of winning over the
greatest possible scetion of the nonulation to the aims of thelr Trade
Union International.

The CHATRMAN adjourned the meeting at 1 p.m.

Attt g

Aftcrnoon Session -~ 25th Aupust 1955,

The CHAIRMAN ovened the meeting at 3 p.m., and called upon
Comrade H,OO0STERHUIS to speak.

4, OOSTERHUIS (MVV, Netherlands) agreed in principle with
W. SCHEVZVELS as regards the gencral aspects of Buropcan integration
and the setting up of a common market. He stated that the Dutch trade
unions preferred collaboration on a supra-national than on an lnter-
Btate basis. Integration in the field of atomic energy must, above all,

be achicved under a supro-national authority. In order to secure



-7 - ERO/Sp.Cnf,55/ Min.,

closer collaboration between all the sectors of the cconomy it would
be indisponsable to set up a High Council to co-ordinate the activi-
ties of the various supra-national communities.

He did not think it would be possible to harmonise the social
conditions before the various countries of Durope had been economically
inbegrated, This did not mean, however, that the Dutch comrades were
against greaster harmonisation of the working conditions in the various
countries, They believsd that the Trode Union Movement should parti-
cipate at all levels in all discussions on Zuropean integration,

For that reason they considered supra-national integration the best
solution, as it would snsure the completc development of trade union
influence in the bodies created for that effcct,

G, PASTORE (CISL, Italy), stated -the present economic and
social problems of EBurope could only be solved through integration,
Integration econfined to certain sectors only could in any case, not
solve Burope's wmost difficult problems, It was therefore necessary
to set up a common market, liberalise trade and facilitate frec
mobility of capital and manpower. They must approach their Govern—
ments and insist on Lebour reprusentotives taking part in all discussions
which took place after the lessina Conference, They must be prepared %0
grapple successfully with the difficultics which would be placed before
them by other groups of interssts no doubl, and provide proof that the
Trade Union Movement was unanimoumsy in favour of ¢he integration of
Burcpe, At the same time, they could not oppose technical progress which
alone covld improve the living conditions of the workers, subject to
prover supervision on their part.

Comrade Pastorc coxpressod doubts as to Comrade Renard's view thot
the trade union rdle in conncction with “uropean integration should be
confined to making claims, as there was the risk of their having to trail
behind the capitallsts to whom it would he left to build the new LDurope.
As he sau 1t, they should establish precise objectives and act as pilon-
gers in the enbire procoss of unifying Durope, and not sit back and
wait for initiatives of tho Govermments or other groups.

Speaker ¢losed his speech by s aving that the progressive inte-
gration of all sectors of the economy and the setting up of a supra-
national authority was an Indispensable task. Durope would thus play
a deeisive rdle on the cconomic and social level and for the dofence of
peace,

Ao GPARDEL (Switzerland - USS) considered Comrade W,Schevenels!
statement very constructive. Integration would take place with or with-
out the trade unions, and that being so, the Trode Union Hovement could
in no case stahd aside, The Resolution should emphasize the fact that
the Frec Trade Unions deem economic integration essential, but that
did not amount to tholr unconditional agrecment, The Free Trade Unions
insisted on obtaining the necossary guarantees in the social field,

The important thing was for them not to be too late, but to exercise
their influcnce before the Covernments claborated the form of the
integration institutions.
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In conclusion, Comrade Grasdel insisted that the trade unions
should be giwven assurances guaranteeing their rights and their avtconomy.
They did not want any legislation on lzbour conditions elahorated by a
supra=national authority which would restrict the trade union powers,

JH, OLDENBROEK (Cencral Scerctary, ICPTU) stated that there
was no nned for the trade unions to discuss the merits of the Buropean
Idea, and thought that they would give their enthusiastic support to
the carrying out of the aims proposcd by ths Conference, He was
disapvointed that the discussion had so far, not led to any goneral
agrecient as to the ways and means for putting the unification of Durope
into effect, He reminded the meeting that alrcady in 1947, DBurope had
becenmscued by the lMarshall Plan, cven though this aid had not always
been used for the benefit of the Buropean Idea., Now that international
tension was decrecasing and that ideological differences were not causing
such disturbances to international relations, the time had come to ask
what wag to be the fate of the working class of Purope. They had to
realise the importance of the decisions they had to take, They must not
forget that if they were not in a position to further Buropsan collabora-
tion in the fields of production and dlstribution, they would be in-
cavable of making any progress st all, and they would never have security.
Another noint to be considercd by the Conforence, was that of the social
improvements thich shonld result from integration measures.

For years, the Jovernment had toyed with the Buropcen Idea, and
had continually made promnises which had not been kept. It was thore-
fore indispcnable that all the democretic forces of Europc unite, cvan
if it meant collaborating with the Employcrs, in order to achieve that
objoective. They must do cverything possible to get the Governmonts
t0 act on their lines., Yo longer was it a question as to whether
European integration were tuchnicelly possible. It was necessaryd
If they did not suceceed in convineing everybody of this necossity it
would soon be too late! So far, they had always becn backward and had
done too little, If they did not act now, the workers of Iurope would
hold them responsible later on,

W, SCHZVENELS (ERO) agrecd with Comrade Oldenbrock's romarks,
and added that they must not allow thensclves to become pessimistic,
but must view the enormous task facing them with confidence and optimism,
They must do everything possiblc to win over all tho progressive powers
of Turope to this task.

They knew that there were some countrics which did not consider
Europcan unification to be so very urgent for themselves, and that they
had obligations towards other communities, They ought to discuss the
matter with their friends who representod these countries, and got
them to understand the imperious nocessity for them to join in with the
others in order to make Burope strong and enable her to play her rdlc
of pioneer in social progress. Those countries would then be able to
fulfil their tasks in the otuer communities in a more fruitful manner,
Were Burone to perish, the countrics in question would be incapable
of helning themselves, and they must not forget that.

The CHAIPMAN proposed to pass on to Item N°3 on the Agenda,
and requested Comrade Tofzhrn, delegate of the International Transport
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Workers Federation, to take the floor,

P. TOFAHRN (I.T.F,) was pleased to note that according to
what he had heard, the ITF could rely on support for its integration
efforts, It was not enough, however, just to have the majority; they
needed unanimous agreement as regards a Turopean transport community,
There were a mumoer of organisations in the transport sector, and that
alone showed the necessity of closer international collaboration,
There would be difficulties if some countries kept apart, The trans-
port sector was rich in conflicts and one had only to think of the
competition between the various ports, The various Governments sup-
ported their own enterprise by manipulating the railway tariffs and
freight rates, as well as the prices of fuel, ete,, and all that had
serious results for the workers, The uneconomic character of the
national organisations was intensified by conpetition widch led to
an over~capacity of the transport system, This meant considerable
deficits and excessive transport costs at the expense of the consumers
and taxpavers, leading finally to a worsening of the trade unions'
position when conducting wage negotiations and to the risk of worsening
the working conditions in Some countrigs, All that could be avoided
through rational and internavicnal collaboration,

The reorganisation of the European transport system was
linked with three conditions :

1) Common administration of the Rurcpean transport material,
which in the future should not be used as a means for
national economic wars ;

2) Rational distribution and orientation of international
traffic ;

3) Elaboration of a common equipment plan for the European
transport system,

Those three conditions were closely connected with one
another and could not be separated, and only in that way could the
transport systenm be rationalised, If only a few countries would make
a start, the others would follow suit, A common investment plan was
perfectly feasable, and indispensable in the general interest of all
concernzd, The integration of the European transport system was the
touchstone of the good will of the statesmen of all the QLEC countries,
An attempt had already been made through the Bonnefous Plan, but it had .
not materialised, DPuring the FMessina Conferenco reference had been
made to "plans" what they wanted, however, was not "plans" but one
single plan, ensuring a well established, uniform and co-ordinated
transport system, As regards the setting up of a Puropean transport
authority with a viewr to using the transport system as means for
achieving greater European unification, a practicable procramme in
this connection had been elaborated by the British Government in 1947.

The Free Trade Union lovement would in due course demand the
creation of a European transport community, this would be a true
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transport comrmnity endowad with effective powers, Spealer recalled
Momnet's words : "to resort to bodies without the rijht to take de=-
cisions amounts to a return to the past and to the times of national
sovereignty"., They had to realise that a true transport community

significd the partial surrendering of the national sovereignty.

Al integration measures taken in the field of transport
would influence the other sectors of the economic and social 1life,
They would have to face a certain amcunt of opposition, but that should
not deter therm, once they were convinced as to the necessity and use-
fulness of their action in that field, If tie Trade Union International
were ready teo act, the ITF was prepared to play its part in convincing
public opinion, the Govarnments and the Parliaments.

I. BAART ( Metalwsriers! Union, Netherlands) pointed out
that the lack of co-ordination and rationaliszation in the tranzport
sector affected the entire economy, It woul( therefore be desirable
for a small commitiee of trade union experts to be set up and instructed
to ~laborate a plan for the economie and social policy in the transport
sector, Such a plan must embody the principle of transport freedom
and the creation of a common transport market, 411 discriminations
must be removed. The obiective of thelr peolicy must e the supra-
national co-ordination of the ITuropean transport means, whereby it
would be indispensable to have supra-national investment and price
control in order to standardise the transport tariifs of the various
countries and the variocus means of transport.

The PIE/ITEN prososcd submitting this ouestion to the
Conierence Transport Committee,

The Conference approved,

The CHATRpAHY then reouested Comrade XK, O0STERKALP Lo introduce
item Neo.4 on the &-cenda , resardi integration of pouwer,

K, GSTnrKAlD (L7, U, 2, P, C.3, ) spoke about tie problem of the
Euyropean integration of power, on which a written report had alrsady
been submitted to the delepgates before the Conference.

Speaker then referred to tae reculis of the Geneva Confereonce
on Atomic Snergy. Owing to the quantities of fissionable material
available to numerous countries the atomic energy industry was to-day
in the hands of many nations., It was thereforc esssntial, in order to
maintain neace, to set up an international community, in which the
trade unions saould participate from the outset., Onty then would they
be able to fuliil thelir task which was to keep a strict eys on the
development of atomic energy.

Seeins thalt the representatives of private enterprise
claimed that the exploitation of avomic energy could only be rationally
carried out by the private cconomy, which was, however, impcssible
without subventions, it was more than ever necessary {or the trade
unions to exercise vigilance and control, The trade unions therefore
had a duty, both on the nmational, and particularly on the supra-national
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plare, which was to insist on measures to prevent the harmful effects of
radio activity, measures to prevent profit-making tendencies in the aton
ic industry and steps to prevent the manufacture of atom Lonbs,

L, ROSEMCERG (DGB ~ Germany) likewise referred to the Geneva
Conference on Atomic Tnerzy, and drew atiention to the fact that the
German celegation had been the only trade union delegation at Geneva.
Above all he regretted to note the abszence of an ICFTU representation,
which provided a further proof of the continual lack of international
co=operation,

L. Rosenberg stressed the effects which atomic energy would
have on all sectors of the society, and pointed out possible dangers.
That was a problem of .tal importance for the workers. lHe propeosed
that an Atomic Commission be zet up on each national level, on the lines
of those already existing in Creat Britain and Jrance. These cormittees
would llave to be endouwed 1rith the necessary powers to enable them to
see to it that the production of atomic power was effected on a govern
mental and central basis, and not allowed to fall into private hands,
On the inc rnational level an advisory committee could be created with
participation of the ICFTU and the ERO, They should demancd the creation
of an Atomic Pool on the European level, in order to secure true and
international co-operation, There should alsc be an Atomic Autncrity
with proper supra-national powers, and {inally the International
Labour Orzanisation should devote special attention to protective
rneasures in the fleld of atomic energy. The ratification of such
measures by the individual States should e rendesred compulsory,

The CHATRVMAN adjourned the meeting at 6,30 p.m,

Second Day - 26 August 1955

The second day of the session, 26th August, was devoted
entirely to cormittee meetings, whose pronosals were to be submitied
by the respective rapporteurs to the Plenary Session on 27 August.
In the afternoon and evening the Drafting Commitiee, comprising memn-
bers of the three other committees, met to draw up the final draft
Resolution to be submitted to the Confercnee,
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Third Day - Saturday 27 August

The CHATRMAN opened the meeting at 11 a.m,, and reguested the
General Secretary of the ERQO to report on the work of the Committess,

W, SCHEVENELS (ERO) stated that the three Committees on
finishing their work had set up a Drafting Committee, and had decided
only to submit one single Declaration, They had also agreed not to
issue any special Resolution, but to appeal to the Mational Centres
to organise their propaganda themselves on the basis of this Decla-
ration, bearing in mind the specizl conditionsz peculiar to their own
countries and to undertake the necessary steps with thelr Governments
so that the latter would act upon their claims, '

The Drafting Committee had included the clauses proposed by
the Transport and Power Committees without modifications, How and
again it had come up against difficulties in securing general agreement
on certain clauses, but by mutually making concessions it had finally
been possible to reach an agreement, V Schevenels then read out the
new text of the Declaration article by article, and hoped that the
Conference would unanimously adopt it,

The Draft Declaration was approved with a few alterations
and additions proposed, in particular, by the French comrade Delamarre,
who in regard to Article 7, thousht it should be made clear that the
harmonisation of the social and ecenomie policy should include measures
to safeguard employment and working conditions.

As for Article 8, a discussion took place between the Italian
comrade Dalla Chiesa (UIL) and some other delegates, particularly
Comrade Mori (Switzerland) on the notion of "free mobility of manpower®
E. Dalla Chiesa wished %o see the trade union objective clearly delfined
in this respect, and considered that the absolute free mobility of
manpower should be ensured, whereas J, Mori, speaking on behalf of the
entire Swiss delepation, was opposed to tlis concepltion,

The Conference then formally approved the
Declaration ( See final text, appendix 1)

G, DELABATRE (FO- France, HMetalworkers'Federation) asked
the Conference to add to the present Declaration the following proposal ;
"The ERO Conference, in consideration of the contents of Part V of
the General Declaration of the Committes of XXI of the ECSC, requests
the calling as early as possible of a Congress of Miners, Metalworkers
and representatives of the National Centres of the ECSC countries.
This Congress should determine the means of action to be used in order
to achieve the objectives contained In the Messina Resolution calling
for the progressive harmonisation of the social policy, priority being
given to the following questions i
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Reduction of working hours
Remineration for overtime
Duration of holidays and holiday allowances (see appendix),®

L, ROuEVBBRG (DeB = Gormany) felt that representatives of the
other Maticnal Centres should also be invited to such a Conference,
and not just those of the six ECSC countries,

H, QOSTERHUIS (NVV ~ Netherlands) suggested submitting those
two proposals to the ERC Executive Committee,

A, KRIER (ECSC Liaison Office) believed that the Committee
of T could strengthen the position of the trade unions within the
ECSC. As regards social activities, the High Authority was faced with
certain difficulties due to the existing Treaty., il agreed with
Comrade Delamarre's draft resolution, and was also in favour of the
calling of an international conference of the 6 Coal~Steel Community
countries with their trade union organisations, The next session of
the Committee of XXI for the Revival of the European Idea was to
take place in October, when the ERO Declaration would be discussed,
le added that the Committee of XTI conmprised full members and observers,
The Dritish colleagues would probably participate in the Conference
either as mewbers or as cvhservers, and the Austrian comrades as observer
The Committee was also in contact with the Scandinavian comrades, and
was endeavouring to interest them in its work, Should the Committee
of XXI convene a further Conference, he would not fail to invite the
ICFTU and the ERO together with their affiliated organisations, With
regard to a reduction of working hours to which Comrade Delamarre had
referred, he pointed out that the trade unions of the Coal~Steel
Community countries had already made such a claim in favour of the
miners and other workers in the coal industry,

W, SCHEVENELS (ERO) thought it was possible to reconcile the
two proposals of QOosterhuls and Delamarre, The date fixed for the
Committee of YII was the middle of Getober, and the FRO Executive
Committee was to mecet at the beginning of October, so that the latter
could determine the attitude to be adopted by its delegates and those
of the ICFTU at the Committee of XXI meeting on the question of working
hours. The ICFTU and the ERC must make up their minds to launch a cam-
paign for this purpose, This question had already been raised at the
Regional Conference of the ILO, but no decisions had been arrived at,

G, DELAMATRE (FO -France) warned against giving the Buropean
workers lLhe impression that they had made their Resolution just to
shove it away into the archives, The Conference had approved a Decla-
ration, paragraph 16 of which called for practical and positive measures.
The object of that proposal was:as soon as the text had been approved,
they would start acting on it.

A, GRAEDEL (U, S.S., Switzerland) believed that the Federations
and National Centres concerned would have an opportunity at all times
of studying the ECSC problems, in fact, it was their duty to do so.
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The problem of the working hours could not be solved by formulas °
applicahle to all countries, They could ask the National Centres to
study the imvortant question of working hours and leave it to their
comrades in the ECSC to determine the practical means for co-ordinating
the various policies regarding that problem, It was, however, too
early to mive directives, He felt that they should confine their
efforts to encourazing their comrades in the ECSC to hold such a
conference,

The CHATRMAN sugszested sutmitting the proposal in question
to the Executive Committee,

The Conference agyeed_ﬁg_ﬁhisﬂggggggure

The CHAIZWAN read out a preposal Jrom the German delezation

to set up a committee on atomic energy.

L, ROSEBERG (DGB - Germany) explained the importance of
setting up such a committee, as it would enable the ERO to deal current-
ly with the question of the integration of the power sector, not only
as far as the production of energy was concerncd, bul also in repard
to the social and economic consequences connected with it, Especially
within Europe was the creation of a committee of this nature of great
importance, Tt was because ol the necessity of common action that
he recommenced vhe adoption of the proposal,

W, SCIEVEIELS said he agreed in principle with the German
proposal, but pointed out that the ICFTU already had such a cormittee,
which also compriscd the United States and Canada. It might be possible,
nevertheless, to set up a small joint commitiee ICFTU/ERQ composed of
the FEuropean technicians ol the ICFTU and the ERO, He suggested
leaving it to the Executive Committee to decide the way in which the
German proposal should be carried out,

This proposal was adopted

The CHAIRMAN then asked the representative of the ECSC
High Authority to speak,

P, FI'BT, on behalf of the Iligh Authority of the Coal-Steel
Comminity, greeted the delegates taking part in the Conference, . laving
heard the criticisms regarding the inadequate activities of the BCSC
in the social f{ield, he advised the meeting not to become unduly pessi-
mistic, They were devoting much attention to social matters, but it was
not possible to 7o beyond Article 3 of the Treaty.

They all knew the difficulties vhich conbtimued to arise due
to nationalism and private interests, but it was their cduty to remain
optimistic and throw in all their energy btowa¥ds securing greater
social justice, Once the Trade Union Hovement had clearly defined
its objectives, they would have more prospects of overcoming opposition,

He assured the Conference that their friends in the ECSC
Executive were dealing energetically with social tasks, Lespite the
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limitations of the Treaty clauses, and the clear-out regulations
concerning the use of available funds, the High Authority was prepared
to do everything in its power to improve the living standard of the
workers, In conclusion he expressed the hope that the trade unions
would play a dynamic part in the new economlc order which was on the
way.,

Dr. H, POTTHOFF (liember of the High Authority) said that
the revival of the Europcan idea was not only necessary in order to
further the cause of integration as such, but also in order to prevent
the Suropean Coal-Steel Commnity's efforts from being jeopardised.
T:e ECSC could only be considered as a first stage towards integration,
and they would not stop there, To stand still amounted to falling
back, and the important thing was to create other common markets in
addition t.e the coal and steel markets, The High Authority and the
Council of Ministers felt it their duty to watch developments of coal
and steel consurption as well as the general economic situwation, and
to bring their influence to bear in this respect.

As for the integration of transport the High Aubthority had
contributed considerably, starting with coal and steel, to the harmo-
nisation of Zuropean transport, by eliminating tariff discriminations,
Coal anf siecel should not be treated in any other way than other mass
nroduced consumer goods, As regards a Eurcpean transport pelicy,
however, it would not be successful if integration measures were only
carried out by six European Governments,

Referring to the integration of powor, Dr, Potthoff was
convinced that a coal policy without integrating the other sources of
power was not sufficient,

In conclusion, speaker once again drew attention to the
importance of seceing to it that the Coal-Steel Community was not alone
in its integration efforts, and he thanked the Conference in advance
for any resclution which would support the work of the ECSC,

w__§pq“UFﬂfLS referring to the proposed Furopean transport
comminity contained in the Messina Resolution, stated that the Inter-
national Transport YWorkers'! rederation had already included this
question in their Agenda for their Forthcoming Duropean Conzress of 12
and 13 September, The Transport Commitiee, which had met on the day
berore, had suzgested that the ERQ Exccutive Committee get in touch
with the ITF, and convene a joint session after this Coniress, at which
a nuber of delegates from both organisations would attend sc as to
determine the ways and means of acting upon the sugsestions contained
in their Declaration znd of co-ordinating their actions in that field,
He presumed that all the delezates agreed to that question being sub-

mitted to the FERO Executive Committee,

As for proposals to create a standing committse on questions
connected with atomic energy and traditional sources of power, he
suggested that these should likewise be left to the Executive Committee
to deal with,
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As recards thelr relations with the Committee of rdnisters
of the Coal-Steel Comrmunity, ¥W. Schevenels recalled that he had al-
ready reflerred to an interview which he had had with P. H, Spazk,
President of the Committee of iinisters, from which it had emerged
that it was impossible %o enable a trade union delegation or delegates
appoinied by the trade unions to participate in the Committec of Dxperts
which was preparing the projects to be submitted to the Confererce of
Ministers in October., They would naturally contimie their relations
with the President of the Committee of Hinisters, who had agreed to
keev them currently inlTormed of the work of the Commitiee ol Experts
in so far as such information would be putlished, 1V, Schevensls thou:ht
that a fresh talk with P, -l Spaak was inticated, in order %o submit
to him the Declaration appyoved by the Conference, and to request him
to present it to the forthcoming session of the Commuitice of NMinisters,
They could then have a frank discussion with P,-H Spaak, and se
whether it mas possible to take part dirsctly or indirectly in the
work of the Study Commibtises. urthermore, he had learnt that the
Beloian Covermment which a few woeks earlier had been opposed to the
inclusion of trade unionists in its national delegation, had now
abandoned thal neeative attitude, W, Schevenels hoped that other
Governments would follow the Delglan Government's example,

A, GRAEDEL (Switzerland) requested the ERO also to commnicate
the Declaration Lo the CEIC, which also playec a great rdle in the
gconomic co~operation of Zurope,

W, SCHEVENLLS agreed, and proposed sending the Declaration
to the BCEC itself and to the Council of Hurope as well,

The CUATRFAN closed the meeting at 1.30 p.m, and thanked
the delegates for their contritution te the success of the Conference,
He also thanked the General Secretary and staff of the ZRO for their
work in connection with the Conforence,

JC/8G/AR/ slc-og
28,10, 55,
Orizinal : Cerman,
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LUROPEAN REGIONAL ORGANISATICN

of tho
1.¢c, 8, T,U.

TRADE UNION CONFLRENCE

FOR THE REVIVAL OF THZ EUROPEAN IDEA

Brugsols, 25-27 August, 1955

RESOLUTION SUBKITTED BY G. DELAMARRE, DELEGATE OF THE

METALWORKERS, F.O,, FRANCE, UNANILOUSLY APPROVED BY

THE CONFERENCE AND FORWARDED TO THE E.R,O, EXECUTIVE
COui TTTEE FOR ACTTCHN

The E,RyC., Conference, in pursuance of Part V of its
Gencral Resolution, requests the Comaittce of XXI to convene as
soon as poscible a Congross of liiners, lictalworkers and National
Centrecg of the six ECSC member countries,

This Congress should detcrmine the means of action 1o be
taken in order to achicve tho social objectives contained in the
Hessina Resolution urging the pregressive harmonisation of the
social policics and to give priority to the following guestions

~ Roduction of the working time

~ Fayment for cxtra porformance

- Duration and remuncration of helidavs,

Cp. JC/30,8.55
Or, Fr,
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LURCPEAN REGTONAL ORGANISATION

of the

I.COFBT'UI

TRADE UNTON CORFUEINCL FOR THAS ROVIVAL OF THU SURCGPLSAN IDTA

brussels, 25-27 August 1055

RASOLUTION SUBTTTTED BY THS DSLEGATIONR OF Tilh D.G.B.,
CIURJAMY, UHANT DUSLY AR/ROVED BY THSE CONFLRZSECE AND
FORVARDED TC TES RO DXLCUTIVE CCLZITTES FOR ACTICH

In view ¢l the considerzble imporiance of atoric

energy in ccohoiic expz2rsion and its conseguencas for the
Drf g

%]

worl:ers z2nd for the population in [ eneral, ihe LZ.R.0. ha

decided to create a Standing Committce on Atomic Enerzy.
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Appendix IV,

EJROPELY RaACIOAL ORGANT SATION

ol the

I.C.F.T.U,

TRADE UMION CCHFERINCE

FCR THE REVIVAL OF THE EUR{PHEAN IDEA

srussels, 25 - 27 August 1955,

RESCLUTION SUBHITTAD 2Y TiE TRENSPORT COIRISSICN,
ULATTHOUSLY APPROVED BY TIE CONFURENCE AND FORWARDED

TO THE E.R.O0. ZXECUTIVE CO.2UTTES FOR ACTION,

In view of the importancc of the problem of traditional energy amd
of the Europcan integration proposals now being considered by the Ministerizl
Committce of the E.C.5.C. (Messina Resolution), it has been proposed to
create a Study Cormittee in which the Buropean trade union organisations

most concerned will participate by sending experts.
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EUROPEAN REGIGHAL ORGXISATION
of tic

LO.FDLU.

TRADE UNIQ! CONFEREICE

FOR THE IWGVIVAL OF TiI EUROPE/N IDE.

Brussels, 25 - 27 lfuzust 1955

STATEMENT CN THD REVIVAL OF THiY EURUPEAN IDoa

I.

1. The necassity eof raising living stundards and for securing full employ-
ment in all countries is the deterainii- reason Tor the free trade unions %o
seek European-wide solutlons of the econouiic problems. The frec trade unions
demand that every step towards sconomic co-operation and inteiration should

be accomplished within the framework of a policy of full employment and cocial
progress in nuneral, including an upwar &adjucstment e” social conditions,

2.  The maximum utilisation @f the cconomic resourees of DLurope, including
the use of modern tachniques, must serve to ensure an improvement in the con-
ditions of the working masscs and the strensthening of the economic and poli-
tical status of Burope in the world, Throush this also new and important
possibilitics v1ll arise Tor bettering lhe standard of life of the peoples in
the undor-develeped countries outside Europe,

3.  An economic and social policy i= of vital importance in each country, but
in itself it is insuificient to sclve uurope's pressing problems, Hew scono-
mic and social prospects will be opened by creating a largoer market. The
time has nov come for Western lurope te take decisiwve steps towards closcr
goconanic co~opcration and tewards the establiahment of a common market,

IT.

b The Intemational Confederation of Tree Trade Unions (ICFTU} amd the
Duropean Regional Organisation (TRO) have since their foundation been con-
scious of the prospects of a better life cnd 2 higher living standard offered
by the Luropecan idea to the working masses. The ICFTU and the ERC have
continuously and energcetically advocatod over-widening seconomic co-operation
ard social harmonisation.

5. The European Regional Orpganisation of the ICFTU amd its affiliated orra-
nisations, moeting in Brussels from 25 to 27 August 1955, rciterate their
previous statements in favour of closger econamic eo-operation between the demo-
cratic countries of Burope. Recent evenis, particularly the Conference of /ﬁggﬁ
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Ministers of the ECSC abt ilessina and certain proposals adepted by the 0..C,
havc fiven a ncw imoctus to the European idea, Y th re;ard to the .essina
Resolution, howover, it is to be rerretted that some ismortant objectiwves
contained in the Jenclui jeemorandum were not acccpted.

IIL.

6. Ths frce trade unions of Europe arc in favour of a progressive liberal-
isation of itrade between as many Zuropecan countrics as possible, and ad-
vocate a stead; and systematic reduction of tarif? barriers to lcad to tho
creation o7 a comion market, within which the fre. movenent of commoditics
will net be hampored by protectionist o1 ovher rostrictive moasurcs.

7. These liberalisation measurcs will have sueh profound rerercussicns on
the aconomic structure and on th. traditional trade rclations ol thh wvarious
countrics that it will be nccossary during the traasitional poriod praduslly
0 harmonise the socicl and economic pelicies of these ceuntrics, This
hamonisation will above all be aimed abt preserving and even increacing the
workers'! possibilitics of emnloyment, as well as ab eliminating all unieir
competition,

8. Jeside the liboralisation of trade, sfforts must be made by agrcements

Lde o
to ensure & frecr movement of labour. n theses asrecments must be coabodied
social guarantecs for the migrant workers g well as for the workers oir thc
immdsrant countyrics,

9. Tn order to achicve the objsetives cutlined in this seztion, the free

trade unicns cndorsc the Ficssina proposal for the establisiment of & iuro-

pcen investicnt fund.,  This fund would have the special duty of dewveloping
the less advancced areas of Curopc,

1v.

10. The frce trade unions, while in faveur of clescr econoinic and socisal
co-opcration and the intcgretion of the compleie economy of cvery donmo-
eratic country cof Furope, nevortheless vecosmice the bencfits of projccts
and measurcs aiming at the intsgration of particular branches of industry,
even when they initially embracc only ccriain countries.

11, "Ath this in mind, the frce tradc unions point out that the traditional
organisations and nethods of international co-operation in the field of
transport have proved that they cannot solve the cconomic problems erising in

this sphcre. he time is thercfora ripe to cstablish a Zuroocan authority
instructcd to orsanise transport on the basis of 2 plan dosigned to provide
Zuropc with an cfficient, adequate, econc=ical and properly interrated trans-

port system,

12, Another ficld in which integration could and should make an immediate
advance is thc supply and distribution of cnerry.

13. In seskin:, solubtions to the problems closely connected with such part-
ial intesrations, advantage should be taken of the cxperience vwith the ECEC.
if sevoral such communitics arc scet up in Euvepe, mecasures are to e taken
to ensurc thcir olosc co-opcration, unlcss a co-ordinating body is creatcd
to that eifect.
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1l4i. The recent discovaries in the ficld of atomic energy and of its utilisa-
tion for peaceful aims will opon naw prospccts for economic progress. Europcan
countrics must co-operate closely in thce task of building this new industry
with a vicw to basing this undertaking on a common plan secrving the chole con-
munity of democratic Furope. The free itrade unions of the ERC demand an cff-
ective control over atomic production and unrcscrvedly endorse the Declaration
of the ICFIU Conference held in Brusscls on lst and 2nd fugust 1952, defining
in detail ihe conditions wnder which such conirel must be orranised. They
alse approve the Resolution on this matbter taken at .wssina, wheye a common
organisation was envisaged for several States ensuring the peaceful developuent
of atomic cunergy, and note the four clauses designed to bring this about (sce
text attached). In view of the importance which these developments will have
upon industry arxd upon the workers, the production of atomic enorgy should in
no case be left in the hands of private interests.

V'

15. The ERC and its affiliated orpanisations welcome the recognition made by
the Messina Reosolutien of tho nced for the progrossive harmonisation of social
condibions in different countrics and doclare that this recognition must be
followsd by practical measures lcading progrcssively to the upward adjusimcont.

16, However, taking account of the experience of ths ZCSC and the difficenlties
sncountcred by the iigh Authority in its socisl action owing to the fact that
the Treaty clauses in this connection arc too vague or restrictive, the ERO
insists that in future formal and explicit rusrantces be included in any treaty
creating a new Eurepcan community, or in the ECSC Treaty when reviscd, render-
ing the harmonisation mcasures and socigl progress premised by the s.essina
Resolution compulsory. It rocommends its affiliated orpanisation to define

the common action they intend to take in dus coursc on the intcrnational lcvel,
in order to put the spirit of solidarity, which unites the Zuropcan workers,

in concreie form.

VI,

17. It is of decisive importance that the workers are fully aware of the
issues at stake and becomc staunch supporters of the Zuropean idea., The free
trade unions consider that the workers should throw all their strenght irto
this strugglefor cconomic and social co-opcration., The ERC calls on the
Ngtional Centres to strengthon and to sprcad systematically the Buropcan idea -
through constant propeganda, and in particular among their own members, so that
influence may be brought to bear through this steadily increasing force upon
hesitant and reluctant Governments and so that continuous progress is guaran~
teed towards a closer unity in hurope.

18, The Messina proposals, like all ths initiatives for European co-opsration
and integration, can only bs successful if they arc supportecd by the wrkors.

This supnort can only be secvured if the Puropsan workers through their organi-
sations arc partncrs in all negotiations bearing on the success of such plans
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and arc adequatcly roprescnted to a groator oxtent in 21l steoring, adminis-
trative ond consultativc bodics in charuc of thoe putting into oeifact of thuse
projocts,

19, The ERQ and its affiliatcd orranisations call on the lrac workcrs of
surooe to enter uvpon this ceam aimm with all their sbrength, in ovdur Lhet they
may achicve these edjuetives.
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APPENDIX I.

The four Clausaes ¢f the Mopsina Resolution relative to
Atomic Enorpy

The six signotory States consider that the crcution ob a
common organisation should be exumined, to have the rosponsihilivy
and the nieans oi 2nsuring tho peccelful devzlopneni of ctoniic
onergy, taking into consideration spocial arrangements arrived
at by certain Governments with third parties.

These means consist of @ -

a) the cstablishment of a common fund composed of contributions
from sach of the participating countries, wnich irould cnable
the fincncing of installations and research now under way or 4o
be undertaken in faturc j

b) free and adequate access to raw netarizls, free exchange of
hacwledze and techinicinsnse, by—products and upecialised
machinery 3

¢) the muking availeble, without discriminction, ol tae results
obtained znd the sranting oi financial acsistance -or the
application of those recults ; ’

d) co~operation with non-member coantries.




