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The pro-consuls
decide

Whoever the long-term successor
to Laurent Kabila may be, Angola
wants asay inthe choice. Angola’s
aim in Congo is clear: to close
down UNITA’s rear bases and
extend its regional sway. But it
has to decide whether it can best
do this by waging war in Congo or
by cutting a deal with Rwanda and
Uganda.

GUINEA 3
|

The war moves north

As the war cools down in Sierra
Leone, it is heating up in Guinea.
The Liberian and Burkinabeée
sponsors of the RUF are moving
their forces northwards to attack
Guinea. After six months of
fighting, they have triggered the
world’s worst refugee crisis.

BURUNDI 5
|

Laurent’s legacy

The late President Kabila left an
unfinished mystery for Burundi. He
had long supported Hutu rebel
groups against Major Buyoya's
government in Bujumbura. Yet,
six days before his murder, he
attended a surprise meeting in
Libreville to discuss a Burundi
ceasefire.

GHANA 6
|

Brief honeymoon

The rest of the world congratulated
Ghana for two well-run rounds of
voting and a credible transfer of
power. But newly elected
President Kufuor had a brief
honeymoon: he raninto arowwhen
he visited Togo to celebrate
Eyadéma’s 34 years in power.

POINTERS 8
|

Angola, Egypt-
Sudan & France-
Africa
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Kabila est mort, vive Kabila!

The plot to kill the President has created the country’s first dynasty
and left a door ajar for peace

After a series of unexplained delaysseph Kabilawas due to be sworn in to succeed his father at the
Presidency on 25 January and Congolese officials insist they have launched an investigation to find o
who was behind the assassination. Congolese doubt official information, especially after the three-da
long ‘non-death’ of Presideritaurent-Désiré Kabila. They are sceptical about the official version
claiming that Kabila's was killed by presidential bodyguBathidi Kasereka a Nandi from North

Kivu. Shot dead in the palace, Rachidi can't help the investigation. In his home region, at present und
Rwandan occupation, many people believe there was a link between the President’'s murder and th
arrest, in Kinshasa on 21 November, of Commandastlme Masasu Nindagaformer leader of the
Mouvement Révolutionnaire pour la Libération du Congo-Zghr@ Vol 42 No 1). This was one of the

four organisations which joined up behind Kabila to formAHiance des Forces pour la Libération du
Congo-Zairg(AFDL), which in 1997 swept to power in Kinshasa.

Masasu Nindaga, from South Kivu, was Kabila's first Chief of Staff but was arrested in November 1997
and accused of plotting a coup with other Tutsi officers; eleven people died resisting arrest. Masasu w
found guilty by a court martial and remained in the underground prison at Bulowo, Katanga, until Kabilz
declared an amnesty in April 2000. This time, according to Asadho, a human-rights organisation, he w:
taken to Lubumbashi and executed a few days after his arrest.

There are plenty of rival theories. Asadho describes as ‘opportunist’ and ‘a fantasy’ a claim that th
President’s assassination was ‘a decision to end the bloody Kabila adventure’. This claim was made fi\
days after his murder, in a document semtgence France-Presse Paris by the ‘soldiers ¢André]

Kisase Ngandu. Kisase Ngandu, the third musketeer of the AFDL (the fourth li2éugratias Bugera

of the Alliance Démocratique des Peuplegpresenting the Congolese Tutsi), was murdered in the
Virunga game park; various factions linked to kheuvement National Congolalssmumbaclaim that

the late President, with Rwandan help, organised the killing.

Chronicle of a death foretold

Kabila’s rule was controversial even among his own supporters. His critics say that he deliberatel
isolated himself to leave no room for rivals and that this was bound to lead to his own destruction
Certainly, he had enemies. If they are seriously asked to do a job, it will take investigators a long tim
to work through all the possibilities. Some credit goes to the ruling clique in Kinshasa, which held thing:
together after Kabila's demise. Its efficiency points both to Kabila’s limited political relevance and to
some fairly detailed preparations for his death.

Emile llunga was formerly a member of tiarti de la Révolution du Peup|ERP), founded by Kabila
in 1967; like the late President, llunga is Balubakat, a Luba from Katanga. In August 1998, he reacte
to the humiliation systematically heaped upon Kabila's followers by joining the Retssemblement
Congolais pour la DémocratigRCD).

Kabila's antiMobutu Sese Sekguerrillas in Fizi-Baraka, in South-Kivu, fell apart between 1967 and
1986. Observers blamed Kabila’s authoritarianism, the slaughter of 2,000 ‘magicians’ who were in fac
traditional leaders, the realisation by the Bembi people that they were being exploited by their chiefs; ar
the squabbling between Kabila and his lieutenants, suClalegte Majaliwa. Eleven years later, this
‘paranoid’ form of government had been transferred to Kinshasa and extended throughout the enti
nation.

Paranoia may help to explain why there are so many alternative explanations of the murder. There w
certainly bitterness between those who held power and the soldiers from Kivu. Diplomats in Kinshas
believed for a while that the killing was linked to the dismissal of Ger¢agismbe, Moya andMageri,
all from Kivu, whose troops had been driven back in Katanga by the RCD-Goma'’s rebel fighters.

It was also rumoured that senior MaiMai fighters were unhappy about Kabila’s lack of support for
‘General'Padiri, who leads the resistance to the Rwandan forces in the South Kivu forest. There is trutl
in this story. Kabila never forgave the people of Fizi-Baraka for dismantling his mini-republic in 1985.
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Kabila’'s way of running the government ensured that he has repell in gaol. He was the strategic genius behind the financial tie-ups
obvious successor. It seems that Major General Joseph Kabila, 31, wath Luanda but had a difficult relationship with Kabila. GBenis
made interim President for lack of any other candidate, on the proposélumi Numbi, a Kusu from Manyema, is unusual in having had a
of ColonelEddy Kapend, Kabila Senior’s aide-de-camp, in disgrace genuine military training; he was a general in Mobutu’s army, Minister
because he failed to ensure the President’s safety. Joseph has mafdReconstruction and Commander of the National Service Production
better Kiswahili and English than French or Lingala, the two maimBrigades. Ifitwere decided to implementthe Lusaka peace agreement,
languages of the capital. Until now, that hasn’t been much of e could be valuable in negotiations with his old comrades now
handicap as his father packed the army with soldiers from Katanga, fighting in rebel ranks.
most of whom Kiswabhili is a second language. He is shy and
uncharismatic, and those who know him say he is as weak as is to be
expected from one brought up amid the xenophobia and paranoia II%IONGO'KI NSHASA I
have long reigned in the Congo; and in Kinshasa some now condemn
his mother — not for being a girlfriend of the late President but for bein

a Tutsi. Joseph does not have a natural constituency. gI-he prO-COnSU |S deC|de

Temporary incumbent Kabila’s murder will increase foreign

Though ranked as Commander of the Army, Joseph Kabila has rqdeddllng in Kinshasa politics
special military talent or training (bar three months of instruction byVhoever the long-term successot turent-Désiré Kabila may be,
Chinesecommandos) and is specifically blamed for the loss of Pweténgola wants to have a say in the choice. As soon as his murder was
town, near th&Zambian border late last year, to the RCD and its known, Luanda ordered Angolan reinforcements into Kinshasa from
Rwandan allies. At the time, Joseph was in Katanga. Even sorféazzaville, across the river; Angolan officers oversaw the Congolese
Congolese officials, such as the Ambassador in BrusBelshel ~ Police d’Intervention Rapidend soldiers who kept order before and
Albert Kisonga Mazakala, believe he will hold the presidency only during the funeral. Now Angola must decide how to use its influence.
until things settle down. In Kinshasa, the battle is already on for thngolan ministers wearily refer to their ‘security commitments’ in the
succession. Congos -Brazzaville and Kinshasa — in the same tones that a 19th
Gen.Sylvain Lwesha Laurent Kabila's old comrade in the Kivu century pro-consul might use to describe a troublesome colony.
period, is 75 and Chief of General Staff; he was interrogated by aAngola’s main strategic aim in the Congos is clear: to close down
military committee of inquiry on 19 January because he comes frotiie rear bases ofonas Savimbis Unido Nacional para a
the same region as the killer. Had he been accused or demoted, it wotildependéncia Total de AngoButtressing that, it wants a sympathetic
have annoyed senior officials fimbabwe, where he is in favour. ~ regime in Kinshasa which would see the sense in cooperating with
The group of Katangans around the late President may not holdianda in oil supplies and distribution, as well as precious stones and
together. Number two in the formal structure of government was h@ther minerals. Fromthat, it has to decide whether its interests are best
cousin Gaétan Kakudji, Minister of State for the Interior, who Served by pushing ahead seriously with the 1999 Lusaka peace accord
therefore has a claim to take charge. However, he has a gift for makiagd it has had several rounds of secret talks with high-ranking
enemies and is not a soldier. Another Mulubakat civilian, JusticRwandanandUgandanofficials. While Luandaisn’t much exercised
MinisterMwenze Kongolq has the advantage of protectiommgola, by the operations in Congo of the kwerahamweéand exForces
Kinshasa’s most powerful ally. Education MinisterodiaNdombasi ~ Armées Rwandaises and Kabila's recruitment of them to his
who has been involved in some discreet diplomatic soundings wigovernment army — it can understand Kigali's concern on the matter.
Western embassies (despite facing charges of genocide in Brussélgight even be willing to help Rwanda’s case ina new round of peace
believes he has a future in the new regime. Foreign Miniéterard  talks if it could get cast-iron guarantees that there would be no
She Okintunduis best known for an extraordinary performance at las¢ooperation or communication between Rwandan forces and UNITA.

year's United Nations General Assembly, when he condebigadda Last November, an Angolan delegation totthsted Statesled by
and Rwanda in some of the most colourful language ever heard at tha@ Forcas Armadas Angolang$AA) military intelligence chief,
New York gathering. GeneraMario Placido Cirilode Sa ‘Ita’,metin the State Department

Others who see themselves as Luanda’s favourite include Col. Eddjth a delegation led by Rwanda’s head of military intelligence,
Kapend, a Lunda from Katanga with no regular military training Lieutenant ColoneJack Nziza We hear Uganda has had high-level
Within hours of Kabila’s murder, he was on state television addressirgeetings with Angolan officers within the last few weeks. Rwanda is
military commanders by their name, rank and deployment and aski®gso trying to use Angolan allies such as Presifsttis Sassou-
them to ensure that the troops ‘remain disciplined’. The militanNguesso Gabon's Omar Bongo and Mozambique's Joaquim
Commander for Kinshasa, Gelean Yav Naweshis also Lunda, the Chissanoas channels.
son of a Katangagendarmavho served in the Angolan army, and was  Angola’s other choice is the bellicose Kabila's view that the rebels
brother-in-law to the late President. Geaustin Muneneis Mulubakat ~ and their backers in Kigali and Kampala must be decisively defeated.
and Angolan-trained but was beaten in combat in Katanga by rebdtéw senior officers in Luanda’'s FAA are said to believe that an
backed by Rwanda. Ge@élestin Kifwa, Inspector General of the overwhelming military defeat of the rebels is possible. Equally,
Police d’Intervention Rapidavas an officer in the Angolan army and Angolan officers find it hard to trust Rwandan and Ugandan insistence
commands a force modelled on Angolan lines; he was also brother-ifiat they aren’t cooperating, at the least, with UNITA on Congolese
law to Laurent Kabila. territory. Most of all, Angola, as the wealthiest state and with the

Two non-Katangan senior figures a@éerre-Victor Mpoyo, the  biggestarmy in the region b&outh Africa, wants to come out on top.
Minister of State who was Minister of Petroleum, a director of However, both Presideniosé Eduardo dos Santosand
Sonangol-Congo and worked for Elf-Aquitaine in Angola; he is Luba&Zimbabwe's PresidentRobert Mugabe were angered by military
from Kasai but has serious health problems made worse by a recéiks taken by Kabila without consulting his allies; examples were the
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launch of an offensive in Equateur Province last June, whéotbes  Libération Congolaiscombining his own MLCMbusa Nyamwisis
Armées Congolaise$FAC) were badly beaten byean-Pierre  faction of the RCDMouvement de LibératidiRCD-ML) andTibasima
Bembas Mouvement pour la Libération du Congplus Uganda). Atenyi, formerly head of th©ffice des Mines d’Or de Kilo-Moto
Late last year, the FAC and tBairundian Hutu opposition militia, This almost doubles the territory controlled by Bemba and simplifies
the Forces pour la Défense de la Démocrdf#®D), were trounced Uganda'’s position by giving it a single Congolese ally to deal with.
and lost Pweto teAdolphe Onusumba Yembé& Rassemblement Uganda is carefully leaving Bemba the job of ending the still raging
Congolais pour la Démocratiglus Rwandaforces) in Kabila’'sown  Hema-Lendu ethnic hostilities in Bunia region.
Katanga province. In both cases, the Angolan and ZimbabweanThe second Kabila regime faces fresh foreign pressures. Meeting ir
commanders on the government side had to do much more fighti8fussels on 22 January, the European Union foreign ministers threatene
than they had planned. Occupying territory is relatively cheap; actutd impose a formal embargo on arms deliveries to the region. The EU
fighting involves far higher costs — human, political and financial, nolL5 already agree in practice not to sell weapons there and the constrait
to mention ammunition and fuel. Yet we have heard no good evideneeuld become much tighter Britain or France, with US backing,
for the belief that Angola was behind Kabila's murder. proposed a worldwide embargo to the UN Security Council. Cutting off
On 21 January in Luanda, Presidents dos Santos, Mugal$aend arms and ammunition would hit the government forces much harder
Nujoma of Namibia met, without even inviting Kabila's successor. than the rebels, who capture rather than buy much of their material.
They issued a statement in favour of dialogue and concerted action toEven supposing a ceasefire which holds and the start of an inter-
implement the Lusaka accords and, barring further surprises, th€ongolese dialogue, the departure of foreign troops would be awkward.

agreed not to step up their intervention but not to pull out. Rwanda, Burundi and Uganda require guarantees that their own rebel
now based in Congo would be neutralised. For Zimbabwe, there are
Rumour and instability risks for Mugabe in bringing his troops home. Soldiers who have not

Beneath the calm surface, the situation in Kinshasa was highly volatifeceived their foreign-service payments could threaten the Presiden
inthe days following the assassination. The High Command disarm@@d the ruling clique would have to abandon the promise of private
the troops who kept ordeBelgium instructed Sabena to suspend its profits from Congo.
flights for at least a week and, two days after the murder, dispatchedAfter two and a half years of war, none of the foreign participants are
first, about 40 troops, then about 20 armoured personnel carriemsuch closer to their original objectives. Within Congo, the government’s
stationing them in Libreville in case a quick evacuation of civiliang=AC are probably incapable without help of dealing with armed
became necessary. Belgium has offered good offices and advidagtions such as the FDD or the forrkerces Armees Rwandais@x-
Foreign Affairs MinisterLouis Michel attended the funeral on 23 FAR), which are far better trained, used to warfare and motivated by
January, a sign of the importance attached to the safety of the 2,50@speration.
Belgian citizens in Kinshasa. The USA sent home all non-essential In Kivu, the MaiMai and their Wangilima cousins are not included in
personnel attached to its Kinshasa embassy. plans for an inter-Congolese dialogue but would resist arrangements
Xenophobia is widespread among officials and the general publiat do not recognise their special claims. Without its foreign allies, the
alike. Young people, whipped up by themités de Pouvoir Populaire  Congolese state would still be weak, unstable and incapable of payin
(CPP), intimidated foreign journalists during the run-up to the funeraifs own troops. In approving the Lusaka accords, the world community
banging on car roofs and accusing white people —especially Americags failed to offer those involved in the fighting a good reason to stop.
- of refusing to allow a ‘nationalist likeumumba’ to rule the The soldiers need a way to survive without looting — perhaps some
country. Even neighbouring Congo-Brazzaville came briefly undegscheme for demobilisation and retraining, such as those operated ir
criticism, because of the presence there of ex-soldiddsbiitu Sese ~ Mozambique objibouti , plusinclusion inthe inter-Congolese dialogue.
Sekds Forces Armées ZairoiseFor two days, Ngobila beach, where At the same time, negotiations would be needed with Angola, Uganda
the ferries leave Kinshasa for Brazzaville, was closed off. and Burundi, not to mention Rwanda. The good-will of Joseph Kabila,
The city is short of almost everything it needs. Home productiofis successor, his allies and his enemies is necessary but not sufficien
has fallen steeply in the past year and imports have dropped by hdter now, they have nothing to share but disaster.
Well informed Congolese realise that the war is not a sufficient
explapgt!on for the rggultmg misery. The government’s insistence BUINEA
an artificially high official exchange rate for the Congolese franc do
much to explain the shortages. The United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organisation has been trying in vain for three months t0
draw world attention to the food shortages. Th e War m Oves north
The supply crisis, combined with hopes among the governmentc’g

urkina and Liberia’s warlords take aim at

three foreign allies that they can limit their commitments, coul resident Conté’s rickety regime

provide a motive for reopening Congo’s internal dialogue to establis N N . . .
rules for a transfer of power, or even to start the peace process. Soffethe war slows down i8ierra Leone it is heating up in Guinea. In
of the people who genuinely regret the loss of Laurent Kabila havessence, it's the same war. Tliberian andBurkinabé sponsors of
deplored the promotion of his sofipseph Kabila declaring that the Revolutionary United Front are moving their forces northwards to
Congo ‘is not a monarchy’ and calling for dialogue. attack eastern Guinea. After six months of fighting, they have triggered
The main leaders of the unarmed opposititienne Tshisekedi  the world’s worst refugee crisis. More than 250,000 refugees are
wa Malumba of the Union pour la Démocratie et le Progrés Social trapped in the war zone around Guinea’s eastern borders with Sierr:
(UDPS), at present in Brussels, and the coalffimees Démocratiques  Leone and Liberia, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner
et Sociales de I'Opposition Plurielle have openly approached for Refugees reports.
Bemba’'s MLC to talk about dialogue. This is a break-through for For more than five years, Guinea has borne the brunt of people fleeing
Bemba who, as he foretold last July, has become leaddfrohade  from the region’s wars, hosting as many as half a million refugees. At

3
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__________ SENEGAL ¢ the most corrupt and despotic in Africa, but Conté’s runs them close.
. . p p
\ =), Gambia 5 . . "

- Koundara O -~ ,

GUINEA . Conteé faces a bitter unarmed opposition, tddamadou Boye
{'SSAU ) Moy:";n\‘g:\ {v;“- ~ " Bah, runner-up in the presidential election of December 1998,
> Guinée~ S Sigui complains that Conté has refused to listen to his political opponents.

S opoe L, L0Ee /&ﬁ?’ S e > Alpha Condé of th&assemblement du Peuple GuinéRRG) was

euinées =t G U |#N E AGuinée N also a presidential candidate and has been gaoled, despite his
Maritime : + ®Dabol Kouroussa H . . . H H
: O A . ¢ _| parliamentary immunity; the European Uniddited Statesand
e <’;Fa,anah Kankan _ "/‘/ United Nations have all said he should be released but the government
Dubréka  Viadina-Oula ‘ o, has done nothing.
CONAKRY / ) %
@,F.Oréca“ah K,Ss,d'(;'u‘éou K e « No public demonstrations are allowed. Bah admits that the opposition

ATLANTIC SIERRA o : 'e_f"“a”e 89 . . 4 i

OCEAN LEONE Kassadou yende R is powerless; Conté has only ever made concessions to the army,

Guecke&)’_’_@“'ﬂ';em; — {” which mutinied in February 1996 for more pay. After that mutiny,
. id K Guinée- . e many soldiers deserted: that was when the present rebellion — and the

@©® Recent fighting ~ \Forestlere& 9 , . -
_ ) , Nzérékaré = government's repressive policies — got under way.
300 kilometres * l ° 70 . h . .
: /./ LIBERIA & I Conte first took power in April 1984, after the death of President
150 miles [ Y'™=m|  Ahmed Sékou Touré Under pressure, Conté agreed to hold multi-

party elections atthe end of 1993. That September, four months before
the same time, Presiddransana Contéis fast losing any popularity - the poll, bloody riots broke out and Conté prohibited any further public
he might have had at the the rigged presidential election of Decemi@monstrations. Unsurprisingly, he won.

1998: likeSamuel Doés regime in Liberia and successive juntas in |y 1993, the presidential election went to a second round, with
Sierra Leone, Conté’s is an easy target for rebels. Conté and Condé neck-and-neck. The result was decided when the
On 14 January, Conté at last opened talks with the main oppositigypreme Court declared the poll invalid in two sizable opposition
leaders — though his outstanding crifiépha Condé, was sentenced towns, Kankan and Siguiri: troops mustered on the streets of Conakry,
last September to five years in gaol by the State Security Court. Afef¥ing in the air to greet Conté’s triumph. Nobody dared to protest and
days previously, government forces had faced strong armed attack§@d president's power was reinforced when, by similar means, his

Macenta (inGuinée Forestiérg at Madina Oula (near Kindia) and at supporters won the parliamentary elections of June 1995,
Forecariah, less than 200 kilometres east of the capital, Conakry. Thq:ay rather than politics was behind the 1996 mutiny. Soldiers were
rebels are fighting for the diamond-fields and other key economigarning less than a dollar a day. The mutineers surrounded and fired
targets, repeating the pattern of Liberia and Sierra Leone. on the presidential palace, forcibly escorted Conté to Alpha Yaya

There is method in Liberia’s and Burkina Faso’s new strategypjallo camp — then quarrelled among themselves. The argument was
pressure is mounting on Presidef@barles Taylor and Blaise  \on by officers who did not want to change the regime. Conté, back
Compaoréafter a series of UN reports detailing the involvement ofi, power, had many soldiers arrested. A few were condemned to
senior Monrovia and Ouagadougou officials in gun-running and gemteath, others died in gaol and some escaped without leaving tracks.
smuggling from RUF-held areas of Sierra Leone. Taylor's anghief among these was Command&bago Zoumanigui a former
Compaoré’s denials of sponsoring the RUF ring increasingly hollowgports Minister.

Yetthey and the RUF leadership have made concessions to getthe heafewspapers which reported the wave of repression were closed
taken off — an announced withdrawal from Tongo Field, the secongbwn or otherwise disciplined; journalists were gaoled or driven into
most important diamond centre after Kono, and the reopening @kile. Security MinisteSeydou Koureissy Condédsacked in June
several key roads into RUF-controlled territory; and their promiseqooo) ordered the seizure of computers belonging to two weelldies,
ceasefire is just about holding in the former combat zones. Lynx andL’Indépendant In Conakry, the government ordered the

The RUF's concessions follow a revised ceasefire accord negotiatggia| destruction of one suburb, Kaporo-Rails, where the opposition
in Abuja last November (AC Vol 41 No 22) and a commitment toote is strong. The declared purpose was to build a road. More than
provide 1,500 West African troops to patrol the Guinea-Liberia-Sierrapp 000 people were thrown into the street and the road was never
Leone border. Pulling back from Tongo and opening roads (that igyilt. (The Minister responsiblélpha Ousmane Diallg was also
withdrawing much-needed soldiers from patrol duty) makes sense: taicked last June.) In the resulting riots, several civilians were killed
RUF are consolidating in their diamond heartland in Kono followinggng a security officer was lynched.
repeated reports of British -coordinated assault on the area using  Several ministers have been accused of malpractice, notably Conté’s
Sierra Leone Army forces. associat&ofana Kassory, the Finance Minister, but nothing has been

The move northwards to the Guinea front of many of the RUF's kejjroved. A trial was held, at which a couple of middle-ranking officials
fighters helps to explain its military slowdown in most of Sierrayere convicted but before their appeals were heard, they were released
Leone. Most of the RUF's recent battles have been in the northegy order of the President. The press was silenced. Meanwhile, the
Kambia district, where it has been battling Guinean forces sent acraggvernment was seeking funds from the EU, International Monetary
the border to attack RUF bases. The RUF operates alongside dissidefihd and World Bank, which had stopped aid. They broke off the
Guinean fighters, who were also trained and equipped in Liberia aigotiations when Condé was arrested. Inflation soared and so did the
Burkina Faso. price of fuel.

The eXtenS|0n Of the RUF's war northWardS |n concert W|th The governments response was to promote pracuca”y a” non-
Guinean dissidents, may benefit Taylor and Compaore diplomaticallgommissioned officers and other ranks, putting them on a higher pay-
it makes them more important in any regional solution. It also helpscale. The military budget was swollen by Guinea’s contribution to
to complicate the regional balance. They may back the RUF bgkace-keeping in Sierra Leone. In both countries, the uprisings are
equally, Conté has been backing dissident Liberian factions to caugs|jed by diamonds; Guinea’s come mainly from the south, with
trouble for Taylor. Taylor's and Compaoré’s regimes may be amongserves in the forests estimated at 25 million carats. There are also
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large deposits of iron-ore at Mount Nimba near the Liberian frontiepay for a vote that nobody will trust. The opposition, in disarray, is no
and in the Simandou range. keener on campaigning now. The only significant political move
Conté and his allies try hard to make it seem that Alpha Condé tame last May, when ex-Premiidya Touréjoined theUnion pour
connected with the rebels, seeking to justify his arrest by claiming, ile Progrés et le RenouvealLed byBakary Zoumanigui, the UPR
effect, that he was trying to launch a coup d'état with help fronwon several coastal towns (Boka, Boffe, Dubreka and part of Conté’s
President Taylor. Certainly Taylor has never forgiven Conté foown Conakry) at the municipal elections in June, to the President’s
contributing troops to the Economic Community of West Africangreat displeasure.
States Monitoring Group (Ecomog) force, which stopped his advance Mamadou Bah toldAfrica Confidentialthat the present uprising
on Monrovia. He accuses Guinea of hosting fighters from the Liberiawas regrettable but that the government'’s record had encouraged it.
rebel United Liberation Movement for Democracy in Liberia-K (Ulimo- He criticises the Guinean army’s involvement in Sierra Leone, saying
K) faction (under AlhajiG.V. Kromah) who, Freetown claims, have that a backlash was bound to come. He believes the rebellion will not
staged raids across the border into Lofa county. Equally, Conaksucceed but will bring disorder that can benefit only the army.
blames Liberia for raids by unidentified fighters at Guéckédou and On the government side, a member of parliament and of the ruling
Faranah. Citizens of Sierra Leone residing in Guinea have been beapamty’s PolitbureauDecazy Camara says patriotism is what really
up during the recent troubles, damaging the formerly cordial Conakrynatters and claims that Guinea faces a coalition that includes the RUF,
Freetown relationship. Taylor, Compaoré and, he hints, Libya. He is sure of victory, though,
The identities of the Guinea rebel leaders are unclear. The BBC andd wants an Ecomog force to arrive soon.
Radio France Internationalehave reported claims by a previously — The Chief of Staff, who is also in charge of security, is Commandant
unknownMohamed Lamine Fofanato be the spokesman of the Balo Diallo, by reputation an efficient officer. At the state security
hitherto unheard-dflouvement des Forces Démocratiques de Guinéeffice in the Interior Ministry,CommissaireAmadou Camara,
(MFDG), which, he says, has organised all the recent attacks darmerly commander of the Presidential Guard, is busy with the crime
Guineantargets. He claims that security prevents him from identifyinggave that has accompanied the ready availability of weapons. The
the movement'’s leader. One newspaper says that the real Mohanizefence Ministry has recently been taken over by the President.
Lamine Fofana is under arrest and that his name is used by CaptairThe army is so busy fighting the rebels that a coup is unlikely. After
Souleymane Farath Camarawho deserted after the 1996 mutiny. the 14 January talks, Conté wants critics to suspend hostilities while
A Guinean military source claims that the rebels are led by formehe war is on. However, Alpha Condé remains in gaol and talks
Guinean soldiers who were sent for training withya’s Foreign  without the most radical opposition leader look unreal. If President
Legion by aformer Defence Minister, Colobéhrra Traoré (executed — Conté doesn’t convince the outside world that he wants a fresh start,
after a coup attempt in 1985). Guinean television showed an allegbd will not get the support — military and economic — that he and his
rebel commander, after his capture by the army, claiming to have doneuntry desperately need.
nine months' training in Libya and to have passed through Liberid;
BurkinaandC6te d’lvoire enroute to overthrow Guinea’s government.
Other alleged rebels include officers who mutinied in 1996, amonglw
them commandantdfamara Oular and Gbago Zoumanigui.
Whoever the rebels are, they are destabilising Guinea’s frontie !
and tying-up Sierra Leone government forces, its Kamajor allies ant-au re nt S |eg aCy
Liberian dissidents in Ulimo-K. The attack, which began at Macentac
quickly spread for more than 1,000 km. Until recently, most attack
were on border villages, which were totally destroyed. More recen
incursions have penetrated deeper into the country, with towns as thie late Presideniaurent-Désiré Kabila left an unfinished mystery
targets. At Guéckédou, all the houses were wrecked by rockets for Burundi. He had long supported Hutu rebel groups against Major
machine-gun fire. Pierre Buyoyas government in Bujumbura. Yet six days before his
The army claims that most of the rebels’ weapons come frormurder on 16 January, he attended a surprise meeting in Libreville,
Ukraine or Libya and that the rebel tactics have pushed Guineans orfgabon, to discuss a Burundi ceasefire. Kabila and Buyoyaleet-
the government side. Local volunteers are fighting alongsidBosco Ndayikengurukiye of the insurgent HutuForces pour la
government soldiers. Nevertheless, officers’ claims that the rebeRéfense de la Démocratig-DD). Kabila said it was a success;
possess heavy weapons seem to arise from the government forddeyoya agreed that a ceasefire would be good. However, Colonel
lack of them. Epitace Bayaganakandj former Interior and Transport Minister and
Since late September, the army, with help from France and the UShAe chosen candidate of the G10 group of Tutsi parties, roundly
(both hostile to President Taylor), has acquired armoured helicopte¢ésndemned the meeting because it was organised without the approval
and some old MiG fighter-bombers (four MiG-24s and two ancienof the other signatories to the Arusha agreement. In his view, Buyoya
MiG-17s; three MiG-21s are on the way). This has helped to limit ths just buying time.
rebel advances but Conté’s forces need to destroy the main rebel base&abila tended to avoid meetings, even with his military allies. Itis
in Liberia and in Sierra Leone, in RUF territory. The government'siot clear why he bothered to go to this one; possibly it was to curry
Kamajor and Ulimo-K allies have proved unreliable. The Toma in théavour with France. Buyoya is under growing pressure to make
forested region are strongly opposed to Ulimo-K, which is a problereace, fronNelson Mandela mediator in the Burundi war, and from
for Conté since the Toma usually support him, while the opposition e United Nations. Ndayikengurukiye said the Libreville summit
mainly Mandingo and Fulani. He will need all the support he can getnderlined the failure of the Arusha peace summit last August (AC
if and when he organises elections (originally set for 26 Novembeérol 41 No 17), which his FDD did not attend. Some of the 19 groups
2001, they have been postporsie dig. which did sign the Arusha accord asked why Buyoya had agreed to
This postponement comes as a relief to donors, who do not wanthdateral talks with a militant non-signatory.

hange in Congo-Kinshasa may now
oncentrate minds onthe Arusha accord
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Kabila's death leaves the balance of forces in Burundi unchangeubt to try to stay on as President during the transition to peace. Other
and will not stop Burundian government and rebel troops fronparties in the G7 (pro-Hutu) and G8 (pro-Tutsi) constellations remain
operating openly in Congo-K. The Arusha accord is backed by tHeactious. The TutsAlliance Burundo-Africaine pour le Sajued by
donor countries, which in December pledged US$440 million tderence Nsanzén Europe and until recently, Berge Mukamarakiza
support it; but the agreement still has no basis in reality. The politic& Burundi itself, includes some ethnic extremists and is firmly against
parties have agreed on almost nothing. A meeting on 22 January of Bllyoya's presidency; Nzanze is thought to want the job. Another pro-
the Arusha parties, chaired by Mandela’s representative, Maltle  Tutsi party Alphonse Rugamabararas Inkinzo(Le BoucliefShield),
Bomani, said that the main issues would have to be resolved by the expected to combine withoseph Nzeyimana Rassemblement
end of the week or Mandela might pull oBerhanu Dinka, the UN  pourla Démocratie, le Développement Economique et S@aaldes)
Special Representative to the Great Lakes region and Chairman of tired to back Col. Epitace Bayaganakandi; he is influential in the capital
Arusha Implementation Committee, lamented the lack of progressand has good Batare connections, outside the Buyoya-Bururi clique.

The main Hutu rebel militias are the FDD andrbeces Nationales  Buyoya is thought to view Bayaganakandi as his biggest rival inside
de Libération(FNL). They are seen as tightly integrated withthe regime. Another significant partyAsdré Nkundikije 's Alliance
Rwanda's Hutu rebels, thd=orces Armées Rwandaisesd their  des Vaillants-Intwari
Interahamwéassociates; all four operate within Burundi and fightin  In the G7, the most prominent politicianD®mitian Ndayizeye
Congo alongside the governmen&prces Armées Congolaises Secretary General of the increasingly sphibnt pour la Démocratie
Burundi's militias recruit forcibly in refugee camps Tanzania,  au Burundi (Frodebu), the party of the assassinated Hutu Prime
whose PresidenBenjamin Mkapa, is seen in Bujumbura as openly Minister Melchior Ndadaye. Itis regarded as pro-Hutu but has high-
pro-Hutu. The militias want power more than they want peace and apeofile Tutsimembers. Ndayizeye proposes reviving the neo-traditional
prepared to sabotage the peace accord; the same is true of extreméghingantahsystem of localised arbitration, promoted by a Catholic
Tutsi parties such as tRarti pour la Renaissance NationgRarena).  seminarianAdrien Ntabona.

Until the accords are implemented no aid will flow. Hardline Tutsi tend to support Parena, but its leader, ex-President

Several rebel attacks in December and early January seem to hdean-Baptiste Bagazais in Switzerland and probably will not stand
been based on unusually good intelligence. A former ministefpr the presidency. Nobody seriously advocates elections. Burundi's
Stanislas Mandj was killed on 16 December on the Bugarama roadproblem is to reconcile the concepts of political and ethnic majorities
the FNL may have been trying to kill the Defence Minister, Colonet and nobody knows how.

Cyrille Ndayirukiye , who was further down the road. On 28
December, more than 30 people were killed in an attack on a bus fro& HANA
Kigali near Kayama on the normally well-patrollRdute Nationale

1; this massacre, at 3.00 pm, was a show of strength. Other danger

points are Ruyigi and Rutana provinces, bordering Tanzania. :

Residents of Bujumbura’s outer suburbs often hear artillery fire irB ri ef h O n eym OO n
the small hours, some ten kilometres away near Tenga, where t . , .
rebels have been well dug in since October, inflicting heavy losses nreSIdent Kufuo_r S New team will have to take
the army. Government forces are said to be laying fresh antOMe tough decisions on the economy
personnel mines on main routes to rebel hotspots. Estimates of reB8E rest of the world congratulated Ghanaians for two well-run rounds
strength vary - the FDD are said to have 30,000 fighters but there g voting and a credible transition from one elected government to
no reliable estimates for the FNL. Their hit-and-run operations do ngnother.  The New Patriotic Party’s victory in Ghana, following
suggest that they have large or well-equipped forces, though there &Rposition victories last year BenegalandMauritius , showed an
rumours that the ENL have hir€hinesemercenaries and acquired important alternative tradition in African pOiitiCS Yet neWiy elected
new satellite telecommunications sets. Presidenfohn Kufuor wasn't allowed to enjoy a honeymoon. Within

There was at least one assassination attempt against Buyoyafiw dayS of his 7 January inauguration, he was embroiled in a row over
December, possibly by his own soldiers. Security at his office is tightis official visit toTogo to celebrate the anniversary®hassingbé
and hisChef de CabineCol. Alfred Nkurunziza , works around the ~ Eyadémas seizure of power 34 years ago.
clock. Mandela wants to open an office in Bujumbura but things are Supporters of Kufuor's New Patriotic Party and the formerly ruling
held up by security worries. An incoming Sabena flight was fired ofNational Democratic Congress (itself an outgrowth of a military
from inside the airport perimeter on 4 December, when the pilot sal@gime) said it was hypocritical of Kufuor to celebrate Eyadéma’s
a surface-to-air missile pass the cockpit window. Bélgianairline ~ Coup but condemn ex-Presidgetry Rawlings's insistence that his
says it won't resume Service(enya Airways still flies in, denying coups of 4 June 1979 and 31 December 1981 should be marked. Some
any contact with the rebels, whom Presideaniel arap Moi backs. ~ Say the Lomé trip was more than just good neighbourliness: that

Buyoya is said to be sick of being condescended to by his soldieyadéma had helped the NPP in Ghana’s two-round elections by
pomician Co"eagues from Uganda and Rwandaweri Museveni CiOSing the borders, making it more difficult for the NDC (WhICh has
andPaul Kagame He gets on badly with Mandela, who thinks heMass support in the Volta) to smuggle fake voters across the frontier.
should not stay on as President during a transition to peace. Howevéforse stillis the NDC allegation — vehemently denied — that Eyadéma
Mandela’s recruitment as mediator boosted Boyoya’s standing, #jad bought influence in Ghana's elected government by contributing
associating him with Africa’s most senior figure; handled skilfully,to NPP funds.
the link could give Buyoya leverage in any post-Kabila round-table on Other alleged contributors to NPP funds wiligeria’s President
the region’s future. Olusegun ObasanjandBurkina Faso's PresidenBlaise Compaoré

Parliamentary Vice-Presideftédéric Ngenzebuhorpadominant  — both as keen to see the back of Rawlings as Eyadéma, albeit for
figure in the splinteredUnion pour le Progrés NationglUprona)  different reasons. Obasanjo has the distinction of being accused of

insists that his faction backs Buyoya’s Arusha efforts but warns hifgontributing to both the NPP and NDC campaigns. NPP and NDC
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officials deny any receipt of foreign funds for their campaigns (suckanguages. He stood against Kufuor for the NPP leadership and came a
payments would break Ghana electoral law) and none of Accrafespectable second; strongly tipped as a future NPP leader if he proves
resourceful reporters has yet been able to prove any foreign paymergective in this tough portfolio, undertaking major reform of the moribund
Yet the controversy raises the issue of accountable party fundingGivil and criminal justice systems.
promises of cleaner politics are to mean much. o Alhaji Malik Yakubu Alhassan, Minister of the Interior and MP for

As the Lomé saga falls down the list of discussion topics on Ghana'€ndi; popular and effective, Yakubu played a key role in winning major
FM radio talk shows, the government’s economic strategy is comi;%i‘('”fS f:;éhe N;E in the :ﬂqrt_ht.e(Anogerfnsl\l/rl]gfstar, he’s friends with

: ; e ufo-Addo and Finance Ministéfaw Osafo-Marfo.

under scrutiny. - Kufuor won high marks by nominating 12 ke e Joseph Henry (J.H.) MensahMajority Leader in Parliament, Minister

ministers within three days of the inauguration. And his busmesso-f Government Business and Chairman of the National Planning

minded team quickly identified the crisis points. The exCh"ﬂnge'rat(‘éommission The 72-year-old MP for Sunyani East is the oldest member
policy under which the NDC government's ill-advised draw-down on !

had left it with der the twin bl of the Kufuor cabinet and a political survivor dating back to Nkrumah. An
reserves had left It with no room to manoeuvre, under the twin OWconomist (ex-Legon, London School of Economics and Stanford) he

of soaring oil import prices and crashing cocoa export prices; lagtooq against Kufuor, his brother-in-law, for the party leadership in 1994
year's trade deficit could be as high as US$1 billion. and 1998. Tough and outspoken; if he differs with Kufuor, he will say so
The NDC government had worsened the crisis by holding down thepicly.
retail fuel price (for fear of losing more votes in an election year)s Peter Ala Adjetey, Speaker of Parliament; former President of the
leaving the Tema Oil refinery with debts running into hundreds oGhana Bar Association, with an uncompromising and feisty attitude, but
millions of dollars, according to Presidential Energy Advisor anche will be tested in what promises to be a boisterous parliament.
former opposition activistCharles Wereko Brobby. The  The economic team:
government's economic team believes it has little option but t® Yaw Osafo Marfo, Minister of Finance; an engineer turned banker and
announce a 50 per cent increase in fuel prices, despite the inflation@gonomist. A veteran of the World Bank, African Development Bank and
effect that will have across the economy. Most ministers believe théyN Development Programme missions, he has also run banks in Ghana.
should talk up the NDC'’s economic mismanagement as a rationale féfell liked across party lines but worries about his willingness to take

taking some unpopular decisions fast. Already the Kufuor governmeHfiPopular economic decisions. _ N
is coalescing into a series of defined groups. o Kofi Apraku , Minister of Trade and Industries; outspoken, ambitious

The presidential group: andone (_)f the brains t_)ehind _the anti-VaIut_a Added Tax protests aga_inst the
o D.K. Osei, Secretary to the President, 50, a career diplomat who hé\;{DC regime, Apraku is a trained econ_omlst who had been e_xpectlng the
served in Kinshasa, Paris, Conakry and Abidjan. A surprise appointmefiinance portfolio. A key challenge will be to push for cuts in Western
he was an NDC stalwart and a friend of the Ghana National Petroleuf@fi's on African produce. _ _ _
Corporation Managing DirectoTsatsu Tsikata A former confidantof ® Kwesi Nduom, Minister for Economic Planning and Regional
Rawlings, he is a nephew by marriage of Kufuor. Cooperation; a (_:andldate pf the Nkrumahlst Convc_a_ntlon Peoplg‘s Pa_rty,
o Jake Obetsebi-Lamptey Minister of Presidential Affairs and Chiefof Nduom was chief executive of Goldfields Securities, a top financial
Staff; former Managing Director of Lintas (Ghana). His father was £€rVices firm, and is highly regarded in business circles.

minister in Kwame Nkrumah’s presidential campaign who died in ® Retired MajorCourage Quarshigah Minister of Agriculture; the
preventive detention. Stronger on marketing than policy, ObetsebfPP’S National Organiser and coordinator of all campaigning in the pro-
Lamptey was important in the NPP campaign strategy (always availaphPC Vqlta Region, hishome region. Ex-revoIL_Jt|ona|_ry s_omal_lst, confidant
to the press) and Kufuor treats him as a confidant. of Rawlings and veteran of UN peacekeeping missiorisgypt and

o Elizabeth Ohene Minister of State at the Presidency (Media Relations);Lepanon- His links with soldiers in intelligence and national security will
aformer Editor of the governmenBaily Graphig Ohene wentinto exile ~ °€ important. _ "

soon after Rawlings’ 1981 revolution and was Deputy Editor of the BB¢® Kwadwo Baah-Wiredu, Minister for Local Government and Rural
African Service. Tough-minded, highly regarded as a journalist, she wilPevelopment; trained as a chartered accountant and quick-witted, he aims

face demands from former press colleagues for the repeal of criminal libi9 restructure the local government system of district chief executives, an
laws and for a freedom of information act. innovation of the outgoing NDC regime. A favourite of Kufuor's, he is

o Dr. Kwame Addo-Kufuor, Minister of Defence: MP for the central {iPPed for higher things, such as the Finance portfolio some years hence.
Kumasi constituency of Manhyia in the NPP's heartland and brother dtarty unity should survive the first year at least: the ministers will be
Kufuor. As a former President of the Ghana Medical Association, he hd@0 busy tackling the inherited economic and political mess.

been expected to go to Health. His vetting will be rough, with the ND
raising the issue of nepotism. His appointment shows the Presidenf's . . ) ) . . .

thinking on security, even though ministers of defence rarely stop cougs. X&E:itsh%grfo\:\t'r?igrfﬂ';e(zgti'ssvl:'evz\’\é'e?f;égg'gf ler'igae r(]:to'r?f! dgr?tgl, at
The front line: 73 Farringdon Road, London ECIM 3JQ, England.

e Hackman Owusu-Agyeman Minister of Foreign Affairs; MP for Tel: +44 20-7831 3511. Fax: +44 20-7831 6778.

New Juaben North, sociable and breezy; a specialist in agriculturpl Copyright reserved. Edited bipatrick Smith. Deputy: Gillian Lusk.
economics, he worked for the United Nations Food and Agriculturg Administration: Clare Tauben
Organisation for two decades. He will be athome in Western chancelleries annyal subscriptions including postage, cheques payable to Africa
but there are worries that he’s too much of a gentleman to deal with the Confidential in advance:
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. warrant, issued on 6 December, is not Saudi, it will help mediate a Palestinitsraeli
PO | nte rS internationally valid and that Paris has not askedsettlement if Washington helps it bring peace in
for help to track him down. On 6 December, it Sudan. The sub-text is for the NIF to promise to
seems he was staying at London’s prestigiousstop backing Islamists in Egypt, Libya and the
ANGOLA Dorchester Hotel, where he held court to someMiddle East. NIF leaders’ recent declarations on
journalists, including a correspondent frdre  the non-negotiability of their ‘Islamic

. - Monde which published an interview the next fundamentals’ don't augur well for Egypt’s plans.
C|a() Joao day. Gaidamak, who denies any wrong-doing in
Speculation about the departure of Gendodlo ~ Angolagate, is now based in Tel-Aviv, with FRANCE/AFRICA
de Matos Chief of General Staff of thEorcas ~ Occasional forays to Luanda. His sbiexandre

Armadas Angolanasuggests he may be Luanda’s Operates a financial and property business from
first casualty from the ‘Angolagate’ sanctions- impressive offices in Carlos Place, London. Not franC

busting scandal which threatens the highest reaches The assassination@bngo-Kinshasas President
of France's political establishment (AC Vol 41 EGYPT-SUDAN Laurent-Desiré Kabila played havoc with the
Nos 24 & 25). De Matos’ tactical acumen is running order atCameroor's Franco-African
credited with the FAA’s striking military summit, the 21st since 1973. Underlying the
turnaround in 1994. Arrest warrants have beenPharaOh Speaks scheduled theme,L'Afrique — I'heure de la

issued in France for two foreign nationals who Cairo is trying to coopt Western governments, mondialisation (Africa at the time of
were granted Angolan citizenshipierre Falcone  Algeria andSaudi Arabiainto a scheme to present  globalisation) are renewed doubts about the short-
(detained) andArkady Gaidamak — and who  PresidentGeorge W. Bushs new team with a  term future of the Franc Zone held by regional
were the principals in a US$130 million arms deal detailed ready-made policy for dialogue with economists and leaders suchvagdian President
in 1993. Official Angolan sources tolfrica Sudan’s National Islamic FrontAfrica Alpha Oumar Konaré.
Confidentialthat De Matos remains in his post Confidentialhas learned. A second aim is to  Currently heading both the Economic
‘but we cannot be certain about the future’. replace the Inter-Governmental Authority on Community of West African States and theion

Perversely, De Matos could be pushed outDevelopment peace procegsifrea, Ethiopia, Economique et Monétaire Ouest-Africajne
because he has no connection with the bizarreKenya and Uganda) by the Libyan-Egyptian ~ Konaré wants a fully integrated West African
financing of Russian arms that prompted the Initiative, returning Sudan to the Arab fold (AC monetary zone but is anxious about UEMOA's
Angolagate investigation. He is outside the magic Vol 41 No 20). deteriorating economic fundamentals and, above
circle; that is problematic for a military chief in Egypt's Foreign Ministe'Amr Moussa has  all, the impact of economic chaos and xenophobia
Luanda’s paranoid politics. Luanda gossips just been to Khartoum to discuss the plan with anin Cote d'lvoire on the rest of the Union. Atits
suggest that he helped the French investigatordNIF that wants nothing more than for other Bamako summit last November, he compared the
who have named Angola’s National Security governments to consolidate its power. Moussapresentsituation with the run-up to 1994’s historic
Advisor, GenManuel Helder Vieira ' Kopelipa’, went on to Riyadh, then declared in Cairo there 50 per cent devaluation of the CFA franc, before
in their public documents. De Matos’ friends would be ‘no peace in Sudan without Egypt’.  confirming a push to an Ecowas zone by 2005 at
dismiss this, saying he is far too politically astute ~ The aim is to coopt the opposition National the latest. In private, he is furious with Ivorian
to dabble in suchintrigues and instead concentrate®emocratic Alliance but pare off the Sudan Presidentaurent Gbagbo's belligerent attitude
his efforts on the military and private business. People’s Liberation Army, its main fighting force. to the International Monetary Fund and World

Arms procurement has long been the preserveThis is to persuade governments the opposition isBank — and the rest of the outside world.
of state purchaser Simportex under Kopelipa’s finished and they must talk to the NIF. Ciro has  Frenchofficials, too, are pondering the Zone’s
management; he also negotiatddrited States been saying publicly the SPLA must be included future, especially since non-oil investment has
lobbying contract with Cabelly-Riley inanysettlement. Khartoum has already vacuumedailed to flow. A few feel the CFA is again
International, one of the most lucrative such up the Umma, leavingl Sadig el Mahdirailing ~ overvalued in the UEMOA, while the Abidjan
contracts in Washington. De Matos has long against both NIF and NDA. Vice-PresideXit mess has put the single market experiment back
expressed public but coded dissatisfaction withOsman Mohamed Tahakeeps saying political ~ ‘by at least two years’, says one.
arms procurement procedures and intelligence,‘reconciliation’ is only ‘on the Salvation Prospects for key regional exports cocoa, cotton
such as the purchase of several high-tech missildRevolution’s terms' yet Egypt and its Euro-allies and, to a lesser extent, gold, are gloomy in the
systems fronsrael and eastern Europe of little insist the reconciliation is real. Egypt favours medium term. French Cooperation Secretary
use on the battlefield and massive intelligencemoving some more visible hardliners sideways, Charles Josselinremains firmly opposed to
failures prior to the government's planned such as security bodafi'e Ali Nafi'e, who has  altering the currentfixed rate of FF CFA 655 = one
offensive of December 1998. been making venomous attacks on the oppositioneuro, as does Presidelicques Chirac Yet the

De Matos’ departure would have wider (He last'disappeared’ after 1995's murder attemptrun-up to the abolition of individual European
repercussions. He disagreed with Kopelipa overon PresidenHosni Mubarak.) currencies on 1 January 2002 could see a further
tactics, favouring a more gradualist approach in ~ Meanwhile, the NIF (which says it's doubled repegging. (And Chirac will be preoccupied by
the war againsionas Savimbis Uni&o Nacional ~ military spending since oil began flowing), is his re-election campaign.) This could split the
paraaIndependéncia Total de Angafad arguing  unleashing a massive offensive on opposition- Zone intwo. The economies of the Central African
that the FAA should be more mobile and flexible, held areas: its offensive in the Nuba westerncountriesinthe Zone are more oil-price influenced
with a hearts-and-minds campaign in ex-UNITA jebels has begun; aerial bombing in the east, Blugthan ever; their integration, in tf@ommunauté
areas. Kopelipa emphasises military might andNile and south continues. Economique et Monétairde I'Afrique Centrale
capital-intensive war. He has brought in 24 ex-  Cairo’s scheme also involves foreign carrots. is lagging.Omar Bongohas repeatedly threatened
Soviet generals as advisors, so far without notableThe NIF will try to attract more foreign companies, that any more changes to Zone arrangements will
success. Racial politics in Luanda preclude anywith Saudi quietly helping persuadeited States result inGabon printing its own currency.
political bid: as amestico he is the butt of oilinterests; it's unclear whether Saudi has agreed Regional experts such as formurkinabe
resentment at the rapid promotion of white and to any part of the plan. Ditto for Algiers, expected Planning and Finance MinisteDusmane
mixed-race officers, a legacy Bbrtugueserule.  to convince Ethiopia and Eritrea to complete their Ouédraogosay that if the Ecowas monetary zone
e Whitehall has confirmed that international rapprochement with the NIF and, as Organisationwere finally to happen, UEMOA would have to
financier Gaidamak has indefinite leave to remain of African Unity chair, giving the scheme move to a floating ‘snake’ arrangement against
in Britain but says it has no evidence that he is in legitimacy on a continent wary of NIF intentions. the euro, to accommodate new members. Others
the UK now. London insists the French arrest ~ Most surprising is Egypt's proposal that, with discount the project as ‘impractical’.



