
Garibaldi and the Legacy of the Revolutions 
of 1848 in Southern Spain

The seductive example of Garibaldi, toppling thrones and invading kingdoms
with a handful of adventurers, which so attracts the poorer class, combines with
the natural tendencies of the times, and the daily preaching of democratic news-
papers, whose effects are felt much more in the countryside than in the capital.
This preaching has been perverting the day labourer and worker, who see in
Garibaldi a hero, in the republic a beautiful ideal, and, in anything to do with
government and order, tyranny.1

(Letter of 7 July 1861, Antonio Guerola, Civil Governor, Málaga, to 
Exmo. señor D. José de Posada Herrera, Interior Minister, Madrid)

If yesterday a Cámara succumbed, if today a Pérez del Alamo fails, tomorrow
a Riego or a Spanish Garibaldi, more fortunate, or more able, will complete the
work into whose foundations has flown so much generous blood.2

(Fernando Garrido, Propaganda democrática, el Socialismo y la 
Democracia ante sus adversarios, procedida por una carta de 

José Mazzini, 3rd edn, London, 1862, 34)

Robert Gildea places Spain alongside Great Britain, Belgium
and The Netherlands as parliamentary, limited monarchies that
escaped the violence of 1848 relatively lightly: ‘Here were oli-
garchies which, by various combinations and coalitions in parlia-
ment, managed to navigate a difficult passage between revolution
and reaction.’3 Yet, as Clara Lida has observed, Spain was not
insulated from Europe’s ‘Springtime of Peoples’.4 The year of
revolutions witnessed several waves of street-fighting (in Madrid
and the major provincial capitals), widespread rural unrest, a
Carlist uprising, and a republican conspiracy (under a Bourbon
infante!), keeping the conservative, Moderado (Moderate
Liberal) regime constantly on its guard. But Spain’s Liberal
army, chastened by successful campaigns against the Carlists
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under the decisive leadership of General Ramón María Narváez,
rose successfully to the challenge, brutally suppressing internal
unrest, while also making an important contribution, under
General Fernando Fernández de Córdoba, to the defeat of the
Roman Republic.5

The year 1848, then, was an unpropitious moment for the 
success of progresista (Progressive Liberal) insurrections in
Spain.6 Yet, the year of revolutions permanently altered Spain’s
political geography. Progresista internal divisions prompted the
formation, in March 1849, of the Democrat Party (Partido
Demócrata, henceforth Democrats), Spain’s first party commit-
ted both to universal suffrage and to social reform. Over the 
subsequent twenty years, the Democrats dedicated themselves to
legal opposition, but also to building up a clandestine national
network of carbonari cells to challenge the prevailing Moderado
constitution of 1845, which restricted suffrage to major property
holders.7 The year 1848 also saw the belated formation in Madrid
of ‘Young Spain’ (‘Joven España’), an internationalist associa-
tion established by the Cádiz utopian socialist, Fernando
Garrido, and linked with Giuseppe Mazzini. This rejuvenated
movement of the Liberal left culminated in the revolution of
September 1868, when a coalition of Progresistas and Demo-
crats, led by the popular war-hero General Juan Prim, succeeded
in bringing down the oppressive and discredited Bourbon regime.
This inaugurated a six-year period of constitutional experimenta-
tion known as ‘el sexenio revolucionario’, during which many of
the democratic and social ideas of 1848 were implemented
(albeit, as in France of 1848, largely unsuccessfully).

Violently suppressed in the short term, the 1848 revolutions
had therefore important longer-term consequences in Spain. This
article explores these consequences in southern Spain. In par-
ticular, the chapter plots the intersection of three conspiratorial
strands with their roots in the frustrated movements in Spain and
Portugal during 1848: the diffusion of democratic propaganda
through the press, the generation of mass support through 
carbonari organization, and the espousal by local leaders and
their followers of Mazzinian ideas of ‘democratic international-
ism’. ‘Democratic internationalism’ in Spain involved, above all,
solidarity with the Italian Risorgimento, especially with the
popular leader of Sicilian and Neapolitan revolutions, Giuseppe
Garibaldi. It also included support for ‘Iberianism’: the reunifi-
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cation of Spain and Portugal under constitutional monarchy or as
a republic.

These conspiratorial strands took particularly vigorous root in
an archipelago of towns and rural estates (cortijos) along the
mountainous borderlands of the provinces of Córdoba, Granada
and Málaga, and coincided with the Italian Risorgimento
between 1859 and 1864 (See Map 1). Two periods of popular
mobilization resulted. The first, during the winter of 1860–1, cul-
minated briefly in a massive popular uprising during the summer
of 1861, under the leadership of Rafael Pérez del Alamo, a
bearded veterinarian from the Granada town of Loja. The second
conspiracy, which is the principal focus of this article, was orga-
nized during the winter of 1863–4, but was aborted in May 1864,
before it became an uprising. So far unnoticed by historians, the
‘conspiracy of the Garibaldinos’ occupied the same region as the
Loja uprising, and was organized by Pérez del Alamo’s second-
in-command in July 1861, Ramón Calvo Jiménez. But it differed
from the Loja uprising of 1861 in its anticipation of external 
leadership, to be provided by ‘officers of Garibaldi’, possibly
even by General Giuseppe Garibaldi himself.

This article will contribute, it is hoped, to the revision of a still
current view of nineteenth-century Spain as ‘marching out of
step’ with the rest of Europe.8 It will suggest that the politics of
this region of eastern Andalucía, from the end of absolutism in
1833 until the restoration of the monarchy in 1875, bear marked
similarities to the politics of parts of southern France and south-
ern Italy, particularly in the responsiveness of the middle class,
peasants and agricultural labourers to democratic ideas conveyed
by newspapers, and in the association of people from these
diverse social categories in common, ‘modern’ forms of soci-
ability, such as clubs, lodges, cafés and carbonari associations.9

The ‘bienio progresista’ and the Liberal Union, 1854–68

Spain’s ‘1848’ was delayed until July 1854. Alarmed by rumours
that the Court of Queen Isabella (1843–68) would attempt a
return to absolutism, General Leopoldo O’Donnell led a military
coup against the corrupt and discredited ministry of José Luis
Sartorius. A movement of Conservative generals quickly broad-
ened into a popular insurrection led by reconstituted National
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Militia companies. (The National Militia, seen as favouring the
Progresistas, had been suppressed by the 1845 Constitution.)
This enabled Progresistas and Democrats to gain control of
Madrid and major provincial cities and to convoke a constituent
assembly. Their aim was to restore the Progresista Constitution
of 1837, and to enhance its democratic character. For a leader,
the revolutionaries chose Marshal Baldomero Espartero, ‘Duque
de la Victoria’, popular hero of the Liberal triumph against 
the Carlists in 1839. However, in the face of a wave of working-
class unrest in Catalonia, Progresistas vacillated. A new 
constitution was drafted but never enacted. Moderados took 
advantage of Progresista–Democrat divisions. O’Donnell then
ousted Espartero. Spain’s ‘bienio progresista’ ended in counter-
revolution, as had most of Europe’s revolutions six years 
earlier.10 Yet the ‘Bienio’ heralded the onset of a new kind of 
politics, characterized by the appearance of an organized work-
ing class and a more militant middle class, temporarily united
around a pressing popular agenda: the National Militia as the
guardian of popular sovereignty, universal suffrage and social
reform. These issues set the agenda of opposition politics over the
subsequent two decades.11

After a brief campaign of repression under Narváez, who 
violently demobilized the National Militia, power passed to
O’Donnell. Together with a great number of less memorable 
first ministers, O’Donnell presided over a shifting coalition of
Moderados and Progresistas, known as the Liberal Union, until
the Revolution of 1868.12 Spanish government under the Liberal
Union was a contradictory, and ultimately explosive, amalgam 
of moderately reformist aspirations and reactionary and authori-
tarian instincts.13

Constitutionally, ‘Liberal Union’ Spain was still regulated by
the highly restrictive and centralized Moderado constitution 
of 1845. Voting was the preserve of a narrow elite of ‘major tax
payers’ (mayores contribuyentes). Elections were organized by
centrally appointed provincial civil governors around small, 
‘natural’ districts (towns and their territories), that ensured the
predominance of local bosses known as ‘caciques’. Central con-
trol was reinforced by the right of civil governors to nominate
mayors (alcaldes corregidores) to towns of more than 2000 
souls. All favoured a top-down control of the electoral system
that resulted in docile parliamentary chambers (a Cortes and a
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Senate).14 Such a system, which might have achieved stability
under a single dominant party, was a recipe for instability 
under the power-sharing arrangement of the Liberal Union.
Moderados, always more favoured than Progresistas by Court
patronage, enjoyed preference in prime-ministerial and cabinet
appointments.15 Democrats, whose natural support was disen-
franchised by the high property qualification, could justly claim
that insurrection was their only option. After the elections of
1863, Progresistas increasingly allied with Democrats in a policy
of electoral abstention (‘retraimiento’). Helped by barracks
revolts and subsistence crises, General Juan Prim’s expedi-
tionary force invaded Cádiz and brought the system down in
September 1868.

That such a restricted and corrupt electoral system lasted for so
long was due, in large part, to Spain’s favourable economic per-
formance between 1855 and 1864. Civil disentailment (desa-
mortización) after 1857 completed the liquidation of seigniorial,
Church, municipal and communal land tenure which had begun
in the late eighteenth century under Charles IV, and spurred the
expansion of an agricultural bourgeoisie. Catalonia experienced
a textile boom, until the American Civil War put an end to it.
Foreign (largely French) investment financed the rapid extension
of a railway system. Massive increases in public spending re-
equipped the army and navy and enabled Spain to embark upon
a series of mostly unsuccessful colonial ventures in an attempt to
recoup past glory. This expansion of the public administration,
and the patronage that it afforded, served to reinforce Madrid’s
dominance, and accentuate top-down political control through
managed elections under restricted suffrage.16 The immediacy
and intimacy of central control was further assisted by the growth
of the centralized Civil Guard, a momentous expansion of the
postal service, and growing use of the telegraph by the public
administration.17

While in one respect, economic growth, financial solvency and
better communications served to reinforce the highly centralized
and exclusionist political system, in another, they worked to
undermine it. Many Democrats and radical Progresistas, through
the benign laws of the free market, succeeded in attaining the
property necessary to vote, or even in becoming ‘mayores con-
tribuyentes’. Consequently, they expected their share of local
power. Their increasingly flagrant exclusion through a host of
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bureaucratic devices, dubious electoral practices and intimida-
tion, made good copy in the opposition press.18 The response of
the government, eager to demonstrate the legitimacy of the
regime, was moderately to extend suffrage by lowering the 
property qualification, and to allow greater local control over
nominations.19 These reforms occasionally permitted notable
opposition victories in municipal elections. For instance, in
October 1860 the Granada town of Loja, the bailiwick of the
Moderado chieftain General Ramón Narváez, fell to a largely
Democrat council. But ministerial control over elections to the
Cortes remained absolute, driving Progresistas and Democrats
together into a policy of retraimiento after the elections of 1863.20

The problem for the Liberal Union lay in the ever-widening
gulf between the political and the constitutional nations. At one
extreme, the court of Queen Isabel, herself prey to the advice of
her confessor, Father Claret, increasingly became a focus for
‘neo-Catholics’ and absolutists, who made their voices heard dur-
ing ever more frequent cabinet crises. At the other, Democrats
and Progresistas discovered that retraimiento brought them more
gains than electoral participation. Encouraged by the occasional
victory in municipal elections, and served by a relatively free
press, Democrats and Progresistas persisted, through military
conspiracies, masonry and carbonari associations, to prepare the
electorate for universal suffrage, convinced of the inevitability of
revolution.

The Italian Policy of the Liberal Union

The political fragility of the Liberal Union made Spaniards of all
political complexions peculiarly sensitive to events overseas.
Progresistas admired the pragmatic, incrementally representative
democracy and progressive foreign policy of Great Britain. For
their part, Moderados felt closer to the counter-revolutionary
France of Louis-Philippe and Napoleon III, anticipating that
France would save Spain from revolution, as it had done in 1823
(and repay Narváez for his support for counter-revolution in
France in 1848).21 Progresistas felt uncomfortable with the
Moderado entente with Napoleon III, and with the Queen’s
ultramontanism and self-appointed guardianship of the Papal
States.22

Thomson, 1848 Revolutionary Legacies in Southern Spain 359

02_EHQ 31/3 articles  3/7/01  10:13 am  Page 359



These differences were placed in sharper relief by the struggles
for Italian unification. O’Donnell and the Progresistas favoured
recognition of the Kingdom of Italy, seeing the likely loss of 
the Pope’s temporal power as an inevitable consequence of the
modern age. The Court and Moderados, by contrast, were dis-
tressed at the collapse of the Bourbons in Parma and southern
Italy and horrified at the humiliation of Pius IX. However, in
contrast to 1848, from the moment that Napoleon III joined
Victor Emanuel and Cavour in backing Piedmontese expansion,
Spain found herself isolated in Europe on the Italian issue. In any
case, with the armed forces tied up in a colonial war in Morocco,
Isabel II was in no position to intervene militarily, either to
defend the Pope or to back her cousin Francesco II in recaptur-
ing the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily from his exile in Rome.
For four years (until June 1865), the Liberal Union withheld
recognition of the Kingdom of Italy, further alienating Pro-
gresistas from the monarchy and dramatizing Spain’s isolation
and weakness in Europe.23

The accession of a progressive constitutional monarchy in
Portugal in 1863, inspired by that of Piedmont, added to the
sense of isolation and encirclement felt by Moderados, particu-
larly in the face of mounting pan-Iberian and pan-Latin senti-
ments among the ever-conspiring exile community of Spanish
Democrats in Lisbon. Talk of an Iberian union, then of a 
possible Braganza–Savoy marriage to replace the now isolated
Bourbon rump in Spain, compounded the fears of the Isabeline
regime.24 Would Portugal now become Spain’s Piedmont? Not
unnaturally, Spain’s already bearded and Phrygian-hatted
Democrats began to see themselves as potential Garibaldis.25

Such cross-fertilization between Spanish and Italian Demo-
crats was well advanced long before the Risorgimento. Although
Spanish Democrats looked to France for ideas, organization and
strategy, the Italian experience seemed more relevant to their
predicament.26 Democrats in Spain and southern Italy could
trace common roots in carbonari associations and the struggle
against Bourbon despotism.27 Both parties faced the challenge of
organizing popular support in agrarian societies in which re-
stricted suffrage and illiteracy were the norm.28 Yet the task of
Democrats in southern Spain and southern Italy was made less
daunting by the fact that people lived compactly, in large agro-
urban communities that were hard to police. Moreover, the
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ancien régime (the Church and nobility) in the ‘mediodías’ of
Spain and Italy had been already weakened by precocious
Liberal reforms applied since the late eighteenth century.29

Finally, the new secular successor states in Spain and southern
Italy remained weak, while local politics had become highly fac-
tionalized, offering Democrats potential footholds.

Facing similar predicaments, Spanish and Italian democratic
leaders were also in direct contact with each other. During the
1850s, Cádiz utopian socialist, Fernando Garrido, maintained
close contact with Mazzini on behalf of ‘Young Spain’, while also
representing Spanish Democrats on the European Central
Democratic Committee.30 In 1859, exiled Spanish Democrats 
in Lisbon agreed to organize an Iberian legion to fight with
Garibaldi in Italy.31 Although this project was temporarily 
abandoned after the death of Sixto Cámara, the principal Demo-
crat organizer, his close ally, Fernando Garrido, continued over
the subsequent four years to organize support for his Italian
counterparts in the belief that Italians would come to the help of
Spain’s own imminent ‘risorgimiento’.32 Garibaldi’s gratitude to
Garrido for his efforts in raising the Iberian legion is confirmed
in a letter he wrote upon learning of Spain’s ‘Glorious Revolu-
tion’ in September 1868. Sending his congratulations, Garibaldi
added that ‘the Italian Republican Party proposes sending a
corps of volunteers to Spain to help consolidate its ideals’.33 This
pan-Latin idealism culminated in 1870 when, upon hearing of the
fall of Louis Napoleon, Garibaldi resigned his seat in the Italian
congress and travelled to Marseilles to organize a force of Italian,
Spanish and Portuguese sympathizers of the beleaguered French
Republic.34

Sympathy for the Italian patriotic struggle was not confined 
to Spain’s Democrat leadership. From 1859, local Democrat 
associations began to choose Garibaldi as their patron.35 In Sept-
ember 1860, El Pueblo, a Democrat newspaper, issued a free 
portrait of the Italian Democrat while continuing, during the
winter and spring of 1860–1, to serialize biographical fragments
about the ‘Hero of Marsala’, written by Alexander Dumas and
George Sand.36 In August 1863, Manuel Rodríguez, alias ‘El
Americano’, a prominent Democrat from the town of Santa Cruz
de Alhama, was arrested for teaching a crowd in Ardales
(Málaga) to sing the Hymn of Garibaldi. Only weeks after his
release, Rodríguez was reported to be gathering signatures from
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men working on the construction of the Córdoba–Málaga rail-
way, offering to send Garibaldi, on their behalf, a letter wishing
him a swift recovery from wounds suffered on the battlefield of
Aspromonte in August 1862.37 In April 1864, Trinidad Moreno,
leading Democrat in Ventas de Zafarraya, a remote mountain
village in western Granada, wrote to the Italian general con-
gratulating him on his recovery from this wound.38 And, as we
shall see, during the summer of 1864 Democrats in this region
awaited the arrival of Garibaldi and his generals, not in millen-
nial expectation but in conspiratorial readiness, to lead the 
revolution against the Liberal Union.

The Evolution of Spain’s Insurrectionary Tradition

It is not hard to imagine why Garibaldi should have attracted so
much interest among Spain’s Democrats (or provoked so much
fear within the Liberal Union). The charismatic adventurer re-
appeared on the European scene just at the moment when in
Spain the insurrectionist strategy favoured by Progresistas and
Democrats seemed to have exhausted itself. Between 1808 and
1848, Spanish Progresistas and their Liberal forebears had seen
the army as the key to unlocking any constitutional advance.
Until 1856, senior army officers had fulfilled this service, making
Spain the envy of revolutionaries elsewhere in Europe. The
heroes and martyrs of Spanish Liberalism — Riego, Torrijos,
Espartero — were all military men. The ‘Hymn to Riego’ (leader
of the Cádiz revolt in 1820) had become Spain’s ‘Marseillaise’.

During the ‘bienio progresista’ (1854–6), the assumption that
army officers would secure constitutional advances received a
knock. As Progresistas hesitated over replacing the 1845 consti-
tution, O’Donnell and the Moderados stole a march, brought
down Espartero, and demobilized the National Militias. Report-
ing the events in Spain between 1849 and 1856, Karl Marx
admired the steely decisiveness of the counter-revolutionary
Moderado Ramón María Narváez, as he abhorred the dithering
of the Progresista Espartero.39 After the Bienio, with the excep-
tion of General Juan Prim in the 1868 revolution and Manuel
Ruiz y Zorrilla in the 1870s, the Spanish army became a steadily
less Liberal and more reactionary institution.40 The Spanish
insurrectionist tradition passed, instead, to civilians.
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In the conspiracies hatched by leftist Progresistas and
Democrats between 1857 and 1868, although civilian leaders still
counted on the suborning of officers and sergeants, they placed
increased emphasis upon civilian associations and conspiratorial
links. Four overlapping networks of propaganda, diffusion and
conspiratorial activity developed. First, senior Democrats, such
as Garrido, maintained their links with Mazzini’s ‘Democratic
International’, and with groups of Spanish exiles in Portugal.
Second, masonry helped to integrate and provide cover for
national, regional and local networks of Progresistas and Demo-
crats. Third, Democrat newspapers, such as El Pueblo, La Dis-
cusión and La Democracia, provided an effective and territorially
comprehensive means for the diffusion of foreign, national and
local news, through nationwide networks of correspondents 
and newsagents. Finally, revived carbonari associations were 
expected to ensure the mass support when the call for insurrec-
tion came.

Andalucía and the Insurrectionary Tradition

The conspiratorial geography of Spain over the period of the
Liberal Union remained much the same as before the Bienio,
although with greater emphasis upon organizing the countryside,
particularly the agro-towns of Andalucía, and less upon the 
more developed, Catalan industrial fringe and cities, such as
Barcelona, Valencia and Saragossa, which had been so assertive
in 1854–6, but whose militias had been so defenceless in the face
of Moderado counter-revolution. 41

In Andalucía, between 1856 and 1868, Progresista and
Democrat conspiracy was continuous and attempts at insurrec-
tion almost an annual event. In November 1856, Sixto Cámara,
Romualdo de la Fuente and Bernardo García mounted an unsuc-
cessful revolt in Málaga. In June 1857, Cámara and Fernando
Garrido planned an uprising in Seville, which was infiltrated by
government informers. The movement went ahead without its
leaders and culminated in the execution of several hundred rebels
in the Sierra de Cádiz, on orders of General Narváez. In July
1859, anticipating Democrat and army uprisings in Badajoz,
Cádiz and Antequera, Sixto Cámara entered Extremadura from
Portugal. Again, the regime’s intelligence proved effective. The
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plot in Badajoz was foiled and Cámara died of thirst near
Olivenza on his retreat to Portugal. Garrido was imprisoned in
Cádiz. Exemplary punishments (public garrotting) were then
meted out on the army sergeants involved in the conspiracy.42

The death of Sixto Cámara, the Democrats’ most energetic and
adventurous leader, was a great blow to the party. The conspira-
torial cell of Democrat political exiles in Lisbon was now leader-
less. Before the revolution of 1868, no Democrat of Cámara’s
stature was prepared to step forward as the party’s senior insur-
rectionist. Plans for the formation of an Iberian Legion to be sent
to Italy were interrupted.43 Democrats in Madrid and provincial
cities were hounded into exile. The strategy of involving the army
through the suborning of sergeants was discredited. Serious 
divisions appeared within the party over the wisdom of insurrec-
tion.44

The Garibaldi Cult and the Uprising at Loja, 1859–61

In the wake of Sixto Cámara’s death, the Italian Risorgimento
came at a time when the confidence of Spanish Democrats in
insurrection as the way forward was at low ebb. Recalling Spain’s
own patriotic war of independence against the French in 1808,
the Italian struggle for unification dramatized the failure of
Liberal Spain to reform a Bourbon regime that seemed poised
upon a return to absolutism. Progresistas and Democrats viewed
events in Italy with mounting fascination and envy. In particular,
Garibaldi’s successes in southern Italy rekindled Democrat
enthusiasm for the idea of patriotic struggle.

Throughout 1859 and 1860, La Discusión, the main Democrat
newspaper, documented events in Italy in a ‘Weekly Review 
of the War in Italy’.45 Portraits of ‘el simpático Garibaldi’,
mounted in passe-partouts for the modest price of 6 reales, were
offered to readers.46 El Pueblo, from its first edition on 1
September 1860, followed suit. Readers were fed a steady diet of
stories documenting Garibaldi’s heroic, indeed miraculous,
achievements in Italy.47 The garibaldino erudition of El Pueblo
readers could be enhanced by the serialization of the ‘Memorias
de Garibaldi’ by Alexander Dumas, or by ordering the Historia
del General Garibaldi by Emilio Montes, for only 3 reales.48

Doubts over the wisdom of belonging to secret societies could be
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dispelled by reading about the history of carbonari associations in
Italy and their contribution to the cause of liberty, democracy,
national unity and international brotherhood. By publishing the
programme of the Italian Democratic Party in April 1861, El
Pueblo gave comfort and encouragement to provincial Democrat
subscribers that the programme of triumphant Italian democracy
was identical to their own.49

El Pueblo readers could also witness, and even contribute to, 
a very public debate about the wisdom of insurrection and the
place of Socialism within the Democrat party. Democrat 
moderates, such as the Valencian José María Orense (Marqués
de Albaida) and the sevillano José Nicolás Rivero, believed the
insurrections organized by the exile community in Lisbon, which
had led to the death of Cámara, to have been fruitless gestures.
They argued that, while Democrats should always be prepared,
they should be patient until conditions were more propitious. In
reply, Fernando Garrido and the Catalan Democrat Ceferino
Tressera urged continual perseverance. They upheld Garibaldi as
the perfect example of a leader who took chances and did not
simply sit and wait for an appropriate moment:

Until now, Garibaldi has come out of his risky enterprise so well, not, as you
claim, for having waited twelve years since his famous defence of Rome before
going to Sicily, but for a mixture of fortuitous circumstances, which for him
have been favourable, but which had been inauspicious for Pisaconi some years
earlier. Garibaldi, I repeat, has taken a risk.

For the true Democrat, simply to be prepared was not enough.
He should also organize, conspire and strike whenever possible,
rather than just wait patiently so as not to alarm the middle 
classes.50

In spite of the inspiration derived from Garibaldi’s successes,
the confidence of the Democrat national directorate was never-
theless shattered by the death of Sixto Cámara. The swiftness and
effectiveness of the army’s response to insurrection reminded
Spanish Democrats that they faced less favourable political 
circumstances than their Italian counterparts. The Liberal Union
was not slow to respond to the danger of the Italian example. 
José Posada y Herrera, authoritarian Minister of the Interior
(known as the ‘Grand Elector’ for his Mastery of electoral fraud),
stepped up the pursuit of Democrats and Protestants and
increased the surveillance of masonry and secret societies.
During the winter of 1860/1, repression varied between the 

Thomson, 1848 Revolutionary Legacies in Southern Spain 365

02_EHQ 31/3 articles  3/7/01  10:13 am  Page 365



prevention of blind broadsheet sellers in Madrid from announc-
ing news of Garibaldi’s victories,51 to the imprisonment of
Protestants in Málaga and Granada,52 to the uncovering in
Antequera (Málaga) of a secret society entitled ‘La Sociedad
Secreta Carbonaria Socialista Garibaldina de Antequera’, with
an estimated membership of more than 6000 factory workers and
agicultural day labourers.53 The editors of El Pueblo observed 
bitterly that priests who burned portraits of Garibaldi in Asturian
villages, or who used village festivals in Gaucín (Sierra de Cádiz)
for raising funds for sending to Pius IX, were praised by the same
regime that detained Democrats for no other cause than showing
an interest in foreign affairs.54 This tone of ironic detachment
from events in the provinces, adopted by the editors of El Pueblo,
was designed to disguise their knowledge of continuing, clandes-
tine conspiratorial activity in these regions, and to defend them-
selves against press censorship.

The nipping in the bud of the three major Democrat insurrec-
tions since the Bienio had meant that, although the higher ranks
of the party had faced repression and exile, the lower levels,
structured around masonic lodges and carbonari cells, remained
largely intact. Moreover, international connections were kept
alive through Fernando Garrido’s energetic arms-raising activi-
ties in France, Belgium and Great Britain, as well as through
direct, masonic links with the exile community in Lisbon, par-
ticularly through the ‘Gran Oriente Lusitano de la Masonería
Ibérica’.55 The extent to which Democrat organization had taken
root in eastern Andalucía was revealed during the summer of
1861 when Rafael Pérez del Alamo, blacksmith and veterinarian
of Loja, took command of a peasant uprising.56

At daybreak on 29 June 1861, only three months after 
condemning his co-religionists in the neighbouring town of
Zafarraya for holding a riotous meeting at which ‘Vivas a
Garibaldi’ had been offered, the bearded Pérez del Alamo (wear-
ing a straw hat, dressed in short, black riding jacket and an open
topped white shirt, brandishing an American revolver,57 and
mounted on a white horse) led 600 poorly armed men into the
southern Córdoba town of Iznájar.58 Here, in the municipal
council chamber, he declared for the rights of man, liberty of the
fatherland, freedom of the press and opinion, and respect for
property and the home.59

The seven-day insurrection which ensued involved some
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20,000 day labourers from towns in provinces of Málaga,
Córdoba and Granada, attracted considerable international
attention, and filled the columns of Spain’s numerous national
newspapers for months after its suppression. Ever since, it has
occupied historians in attempts to define the movement. Upon
rumours that the rebels had called for ‘Death to Pius IX, Long
live the Republic’, Conservative contemporaries accused the
movement of being a British-backed, Protestant plot to over-
throw the Bourbon monarchy.60 Democrat newspapers, disavow-
ing any knowledge of the movement, saw Posada-Herrera’s
provincial police, along with the Civil Guard, as responsible for
precipitating Pérez del Alamo’s decision to launch a rebellion.
Their aim, it was suggested, was to discredit the Democrats 
in order to justify a further clampdown on opposition. Social 
historians have variously interpreted the events as an example of
Andalucía’s ‘indigenous socialism’, as a ‘spartacist’ slave revolt
of landless day-labourers, as Spain’s first popular revolution
without the involvement of the military, as eastern Andalucía’s
first reapers’ strike, etc.61

Although observers commented on Pérez del Alamo’s
‘garibaldino’ appearance, and reported the leader to have pro-
claimed ‘Viva la República, viva Garibaldi and viva la Libertad!’
at the start of the rebellion in Iznájar, no historian to date has
reflected upon the value of the Italian example for understanding
the ‘sucesos de Loja’.62 Yet, as the Loja correspondent for both
La Discusión and El Pueblo, Pérez del Alamo would have been
perfectly informed about events in Italy. The secret society in
nearby Antequera, which was expected to provide at least 8000
rebels (had it not been discovered, and its leaders arrested), pro-
claimed Garibaldi centrally in its title. And it is significant that
an appeal to Spanish patriotism, but no reference to republican-
ism, socialism or protestantism, was at the centre of Pérez del
Alamo’s proclamation at Iznájar on 29 June 1861.63 Finally,
unlike all previous and later nineteenth-century Spanish revolu-
tions, the Loja uprising got under way unaccompanied by any
barracks revolt or pronunciamiento by a senior military figure.
Inspired by Garibaldi’s success in attracting a rebel army from
the Sicilian countryside around a few hundred patriotic volun-
teers, Pérez del Alamo anticipated that his 600 rebels at Iznájar,
Córdoba’s remotest district, would attract the region’s day
labourers and small farmers (already formed into work gangs
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having just completed the harvest) in their thousands, to join him
in a triumphal march upon the provincial capital in Granada. For
a week, this expectation was not disappointed.

The Loja uprising of July 1861 is not our main subject. Yet,
given the internationalist, pan-Latinist remit of this article, it is
useful to point out characteristics the Loja revolt shared both
with the carbonari uprisings in France during the early 1820s
against the Bourbon Restoration, studied by Alan Spitzer,64 and
with the Montagnard uprisings of 1851–2 in southern France
against Louis Napoleon’s coup d’état, studied by Maurice
Agulhon and Ted Margadant.65

In 1821, in eastern and central-west France, an elaborate, hier-
archical, carbonari association mimicked the centralization of the
neo-Bourbon state it hoped to replace. The leaders of carbonari
cells maintained close contact through the Grand Orient Lodge.
The strategy of rebellion was for ‘armed civilian bands to rally to
provincial centres under the tricolour and send swelling columns
onto the capital’. Conspirators also counted on subverting mili-
tary units, particularly sergeants. The rebellion left a republican
martyrology of suborned and guillotined sergeants, which has
endured into this century. As we have seen, the Loja uprising
possessed all of these characteristics. However, in at least three
respects, Loja was different.

French carbonarism in the early 1820s was entirely secular. No
oath was offered to ‘the grand master of the universe and the 
glorious Saint Theobald’. Members merely vowed to uphold 
fundamental principles — equality before the law, freedom of 
the press, the election of officers of the National Guard — and
promised never to usurp the authority of the French people. 
In eastern Andalucía initiation ceremonies were held in the 
presence of a crucifix (and often a skull and dagger as well!) and
the authority of Saint Theobald was also invoked.66

The second difference was in leadership. In 1822, French 
conspirators were in awe of the Spanish insurrectionary model 
of the pronunciamiento, dazzled by the recent example of Riego
and Quiroga in bringing down absolutism with a few military
parades.67 Although many soldiers from provincial regiments
(particularly soldiers from ‘Provinciales de Jaén’) joined the Loja
revolt, there was no attempt to attract a prominent general to pro-
vide a symbolic head to the movement in the way that the French
rebels in 1822 sought to attract the pensioned revolutionary 
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generals Lafayette and Berton as figureheads. Perhaps needing to
make a virtue of a necessity, Pérez del Alamo cast himself in this
role, mindful, no doubt, of the recent example of Garibaldi, who
the Loja veterinarian clearly admired and imitated sartorially. No
‘pronunciamiento’ from a garrison was therefore anticipated.
Rather, former members of the National Militia, so ruthlessly
demobilized by Narváez in 1856, were expected spontaneously
to take to arms throughout Spain and to resume their role as
guardians of national sovereignty and exemplars of patriotic
virtue.68

The third point of difference is in the social depth of the two
carbonarisms. In France, carbonarism in this period drew 
support almost exclusively from the ‘incipient provincial middle
class’ and ‘recruited almost no noblemen and few wage earners’.69

Eastern Andalusian carbonarism, by contrast, although cap-
tained by the middle class — veterinarians, pharmacists, small
landowners, priests, public officials — was extremely successful
at recruiting artisans, factory workers, agricultural day labourers
and estate dependants.

In its civic rather than military character, and its multi-class
backing, Loja resembles far more the Montagnard, democrat–
socialist uprisings in southern France against Louis Napoleon’s
coup d’état in 1851–2. Both took place in regions formerly
renowned for their royalism and religious fanaticism, and where
conversion to democratic socialism was a recent phenomenon.70

Both movements arose out of recent electoral disputes and
municipal feuds, representing more ‘universal suffrage on the
march’ than armed rebellions.71 With poorly armed, democratic
columns, headed by men dressed in their Sunday best, carrying
party banners, accompanied by wind bands playing patriotic
tunes and operatic arias rather than military music (emphasizing
their legality and moderation), the intention seems to have been
to overwhelm the regime with a show of civic force in the
expectation that opposition would simply melt away.72 As it 
happened, both movements were swiftly defeated by disciplined
national armies.

The failure of the Loja rebellion, and the harsh repression that
followed, did not deter further conspiracy in eastern Andalucía.
In 1863–4, in the same region that had provided the hearth for the
revolt (the borderlands of the three provinces of Córdoba,
Málaga and Granada), Democrat conspirators, who had con-
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tinued to meet in carbonari cells linked through the Grand Orient
Lodge, lived in expectation of a general uprising, this time led 
not by a Spanish veterinarian, but by one of Garibaldi’s own 
generals, if not by Garibaldi himself.

Democrat Conspiracy in Granada, 1863–4

Between his defeat at the hands of the Piedmontese army at
Aspromonte in July 1862, and his re-enlistment as Italy’s only
successful general in the disastrous war with Austria in 1866,
Garibaldi returned to his island home of Caprera (Sardinia). By
spring 1864, he had recovered sufficiently from his serious leg
wound to visit England. In London, he received what The Daily
Telegraph called ‘the most memorable ovation that has ever been
given at any period of the world’s history’, attracting a sponta-
neous demonstration of an estimated 600,000: ‘No King, no
Emperor, has ever been accorded such a triumph.’ When he was
not being fêted by the British aristocracy, or visiting the House of
Lords, or meeting the boys of Eton College, or inspecting the
British fleet at Portsmouth, he was calling on fellow democratic-
socialist leaders exiled in London: Alexander Herzen, Louis
Blanc, Alexandre Ledru-Rollin and Karl Blind.73 Gildea observes
how Garibaldi’s visit to England coincided with, perhaps even
partly catalysed, the revival of a radical movement of consti-
tutional and social reform (as well as with the launching, in
September 1864, of the International Working Men’s Associa-
tion).74 Spanish Democrats reported on the popular jubilation
attending Garibaldi’s visit to England with undisguised envy.75

The country that had provided Mazzini with a home since the
1830s soon found the presence of Garibaldi too disturbing to the
peace. At the end of April 1864, the ‘Hero of Marsala’ was
politely invited to continue his journey.76 He left Southampton on
board the Duke of Sutherland’s private yacht, the ‘Ondine’, stop-
ping on 4 May 1864 in Gibraltar, where he received visits from
numerous admirers (including a poor Gibraltarian branch of his
family), before continuing his journey to Caprera.77 News of
Garibaldi’s swift departure from Gibraltar would have been
received with considerable relief by the Spanish authorities. Since
January 1864, the civil governor in Granada had become con-
vinced that the ‘Dos de Mayo’ patriotic celebrations would 
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provide the occasion for an insurrection led by Garibaldi or one
of his generals, that would break out in the Serranía de Ronda, to
which the towns of western Granada had been preparing to send
their contingents.

Given the catalogue of failed Progresista and Democrat rebel-
lions between 1856 and 1868, it is unsurprising that there is no
mention of this aborted insurrection, even in the regional, let
alone the national historiography. To enter the history books,
insurrections at least need to be launched. This revolution got no
further than the records of the provincial police and the Ministry
of the Interior. What explains this lacuna?

After the failure of Pérez del Alamo’s revolt in July 1861, 
carbonari-based conspiracies, perhaps correctly, were considered
dead letters, as much by the provincial police who had succeeded
in infiltrating the secret societies as by most national Progresista
and Democrat leaders. Moreover, the fact that the monarchy was
eventually brought down in September 1868 by a fairly con-
ventional sequence of Progresista-inspired barracks and naval
revolts, aided by social unrest accompanying the poor harvests of
1867 and 1868, has tended to obscure the tenacity of clandestine
Democrat opposition to the regime on the local level.78 Yet, in
towns and the countryside of eastern Andalucía, Democrats, often
in alliance with Progresistas, can be observed fighting elections,
while also organizing popular support through secret societies,
throughout the final six years of the Isabeline regime.

The events in eastern Andalucía in1863–4 therefore deserve
attention for what they reveal about the political world of provin-
cial Democrats. With the Progresista retraimiento in 1863, pro-
vincial Democrats found ready allies and substantially improved
prospects for challenging the regime. Apart from shedding light
on local party alliances and factionalism, the events of 1863–4
also reveal how provincial Democrats responded to a greater
assertiveness and activity on the part of Democrat leaders, par-
ticularly Fernando Garrido, on the international front.

Before uncovering this forgotten Garibaldino conspiracy in
eastern Andalucía, we need first to glance at the national scene.
The fall of General O’Donnell’s six-year ‘Long Parliament’ in
March 1863 signalled the end of any broader involvement of
Progresistas within the Liberal Union, leaving Moderados even
more fully in control of government and Court until the revolu-
tion of 1868. After the convocation of new elections of August
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1863, the Progresistas officially announced a policy of retrai-
miento.79 The Democrats, although divided over whether they
should organize a separate retraimiento, or collaborate with the
Progresistas, followed suit.80 In the spring of 1864, General
Prim, war-hero and acknowledged leader of the party (along with
Salustiano Olózaga), began organizing the military conspiracy
which would culminate in the Revolution of 1868. On 2 May
1864, at an open-air banquet attended by Progresistas and
Democrats in Madrid’s Campos Eliseos to commemorate the
uprising against the French occupation in 1808, Prim announced
that, within two years and a day, they would be in power. Along
with necessary protestations of loyalty to Queen Isabel II,
General Prim added that the ‘traditional obstacles’ (meaning the
Constitution of 1845) would then be removed.81

On the same day that Progresistas and Democrats banqueted
in Madrid, Democrats in eastern Andalucía expected Garibaldi
to cross into Spain from Gibraltar (where he was expected to 
disembark on his journey back from England) to lead an insur-
rection.82 Although this was to have been the culmination of a
regional Democrat conspiracy, it is inconceivable that such a
movement would have gone ahead without the knowledge of
General Prim and Progresista conspiratorial cells within the
army.83 The Catholic newspaper La Regeneración credited
Olózaga, a Progresista with republican inclinations (who 
modelled himself on Cavour even down to his personal attire),
with the choice of Garibaldi to lead an insurrection in Andalucía.
As a committed Iberianist, what better figure than Garibaldi to
complete the topographical analogy with the Italian Risorgi-
mento? The only obvious Spanish candidate to assume the head
of a Progresista–Democrat uprising apart from Prim, who was
holding back until his own preparations — particularly the 
necessary diplomatic initiatives — were more advanced, was
Espartero. But the Duque de Victoria would never have been
accepted by Democrats, who had not forgiven him for repressing
Barcelona’s Democrats in 1855.84 Given this deficit in domestic
leadership, the idea of an Andalusian insurrection led by
Garibaldi, or by one of his generals, is perhaps not so implausi-
ble, even if local authorities in western Granada considered the
idea of an Italian leading the Spanish Revolution as a fantasy of
the disturbed mind of Ramón Calvo Jiménez, the young leader
of Loja’s Democrats.85
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Sixto Cámara’s strategy of combining Democrat revolution 
in Spain with Iberian unification, within a broader European
democratic offensive, continued to exercise a powerful influence
upon Spanish Democrats after the prophet’s death in July 1859.
During the winter of 1860/1, while El Pueblo published long 
lists of the names of Democrats contributing to the maintenance
of Cámara’s impoverished widow, and to the cost of exhuming
the martyr’s remains in order to return them from Badajoz 
to Madrid, senior Democrat leaders — Fernando Garrido,
Romualdo de la Fuente and Nicolás Díaz Pérez — worked to
bring Cámara’s vision of an Iberian Legion to fruition.86 The
arrest in October 1861 in Badajoz of Díaz Pérez, accused of 
distributing Protestant propaganda and rallying field workers to
his cause, is evidence of the persistence of a joint Iberian–Italian
democratic strategy.87 Further evidence came in November 
1861 when 100 republicans, disciples of Mazzini, captained 
by the young (seventeen-year-old) Ricardo López, rose up in
Medinaceli (north of Madrid).88 In the face of mounting persecu-
tion of Democrats in Spain in 1861 and 1862, fragmenting the
masonic and carbonari links that had co-ordinated the domestic
front, the international, particularly the Italian, connections
became proportionately more important.89

During 1863–4, the activities of Spanish Democrats on the
international level, particularly Eduardo Ruiz Pons in Oporto
and the peripatetic Fernando Garrido, reached an unprecedented
pitch. In April 1863 Ruiz Pons, on behalf of the ‘centro revolu-
cionario de la Unión Ibérica’, attempted unsuccessfully to raise
the northern (reflecting Pons’s Galician origins) and eastern
provinces of Spain in rebellion against the monarchy. At the
same time, the Marqués de la Ribera, Spain’s anxious ambas-
sador in Lisbon, reported on the official visit of two senior Italian
army officers to the Portuguese court. After expressing their anti-
Bourbon sentiments, the Italian officers had continued their 
journeys to Madrid and Cádiz to meet members of the Spanish
opposition.90 Clara Lida’s account of Fernando Garrido’s efforts
elsewhere in Europe in the winter of 1863/4 shows that De la
Ribera’s concerns were not exaggerated.91

The Iberian–Italian democratic axis became more marked 
during the winter of 1863/4 as Italy and France reached an
agreement over the withdrawal of troops from Rome in exchange
for Florence becoming the new capital. To Mazzini and
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Garibaldi, this conservative compromise must have seemed an
indefinite postponement of Italian unification with the national
capital in Rome. The publication of Pius IX’s ‘Syllabus of
Errors’, exhorting Catholics to crusade against liberalism and
democracy, added to the sense of political exclusion and perse-
cution felt by Democrats in Italy and Spain. Evidence of this 
convergence of Italian and Spanish Democrat anger and frustra-
tion over their mutual political exclusion can be found in the 
correspondence columns of El Pueblo during the second half of
1863.92

In December 1863, Mazzini sent emissaries to Spain who 
visited many parts of the country, especially Andalucía, to assess
the prospects for a successful Democrat insurrection. Although
six months later, Italian officers would consider Spain’s revolu-
tionary preparations to be too incomplete to risk Italian involve-
ment, in late 1863 it seems that their prognosis was more 
sanguine.93 In March and April 1864, Spanish diplomatic agents
reported Fernando Garrido to be in close contact with Mazzini 
in London, with Garibaldi in Italy, and with Spanish exiles in
various European cities, but particularly with the circle of exiles
headed by Eduardo Ruiz Pons and Romualdo de la Fuente in
Oporto and Lisbon. Even more significantly, Lida has found 
evidence that in March 1864, ‘after meeting with Mazzini in
London, [Garrido] was in Marseilles buying and sending arms to
Spain to initiate the revolution’.94

Was this the revolution for which the Democrats in eastern
Andalucía had been preparing so carefully since 1863? Although
no direct connection has been found between activities of exiled
Spanish Democrats, itinerant Garibaldino generals, and the
Democrat leaders in Andalusian towns who lived in expectation
of a general insurrection in the summer of 1864, a conspiracy
involving some co-ordination between these levels seems likely.
In April 1863, Ruiz Pons’s abortive uprising in northern and
eastern Spain had echoes in Andalucía.95 Exterior promptings
may explain the divisions reported in April 1863 among Loja’s
Democrats, culminating in an attempt on the life of Democrat
leader, Rafael Pérez del Alamo.96 These local divisions echoed
deepening national differences among Democrats throughout
1863 and 1864, principally over whether and how to collaborate
with the Progresistas in retraimiento and over the meaning of
socialism. In December 1863 these differences resulted in the
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appearance of a third national Democratic newspaper: La Demo-
cracia.

Directed by Emilio Castelar, La Democracia distanced itself
from the incipient socialism of La Discusión and then from the 
policy of collaboration with the Progresistas favoured by El
Pueblo, urging instead a much more aggressive and conspicuous
stance by Democrats against the Monarchy, taking advantage of
the relaxation of restrictions upon political assembly decreed by
Florencio Rodríguez Vaamonde, Minister of the Interior, in
August 1863.97 The greater activity and volatility of local Demo-
crats must partly have been a response to this decree, combined
with Castelar’s insurrectionary promptings. Circulation of La
Democracia in the towns of western Granada was reported to
have increased at the expense of La Discusión during 1864.98

The first evidence of Democrat conspiracy in the province of
Granada since the suppression of the Loja uprising was un-
covered by the city of Granada’s police in the summer of 1863.
In July ‘two foreigners with beards’ (Eduardo Roniger, a French
traveller, and Emilio Lattes, an Italian silversmith) and ‘three
vecinos of Granada’ were arrested in the Fonda de los Siete
Suelos having been overheard toasting ‘freedom of religion’,
‘socialism’ and ‘Garibaldi’, while calling for ‘death to Pius IX’,
during their breakfast. Emilio Lattes had recently been seen in
the company of Ramón Calvo of Loja and others, who together
‘had sung hymns to Garibaldi and offered “vivas” to the
Republic’. Moreover, Rafael Pérez del Alamo was reported to
have been a frequent recent visitor to the Italian’s silver work-
shop.99 Although Francisco del Castillo, civil governor of
Granada, was extremely relaxed about the state of public order in
the province, his air of calm was not shared by the Minister of the
Interior, Rodríguez Vaamonde, who had received information 
of a co-ordinated Democrat conspiracy extending into the 
neighbouring provinces of Jaén and Almería.100 Later in July,
Rodríguez Vaamonde reported that army officers had departed
from Madrid to assume the direction of a revolutionary outbreak
in the Serranía de Ronda.101

From this evidence, it is clear that, during the spring and 
summer of 1863, a Progressive–Democrat conspiracy existed in
Andalucía, extending from Granada, through Loja, Ardales and
the Serranía de Ronda (Málaga), at least as far as Seville, where
Rafael Pérez del Alamo, pardoned by the queen in September
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1862, had taken up residence.102 This conspiracy also extended
south to Almería, and north through Jaén to Madrid, where links
clearly existed with Ruiz Pons’s conspiracy in northern Spain,
Catalonia and Valencia. In Emilio Lattes, the Italian silversmith,
there is evidence of an Italian connection, useful not only as a
source of Garibaldino patriotic songs, but also perhaps as a 
supplier of forged money or maker of arms, both of which would
become a key factors in the conspiracy in 1864.

It is quite possible, of course, that this Italian connection was
no more than the admiration and enthusiasm felt by Spanish
Democrats for Garibaldi and his heroic achievements. Manuel
Rodríguez’s signature-gathering in Ardales (Málaga) in August
and September 1863, to wish Garibaldi recovery from his
wounds, might be included under Beales’s heading of ‘the politics
of Italian enthusiasm’,103 as might the letter sent by Trinidad
Moreno of Zafarraya to Garibaldi in April 1864, congratulating
the general on his recovery from the wound received two years
earlier at Aspromonte.104 However, Rodríguez, leader of the
Democrats of Alhama and Santa Cruz (Granada), was not 
gathering signatures in Ardales purely out of sympathy for
Garibaldi’s injury. He was also signing up (‘apuntando’)
malagueño day labourers and railway workers, who would be
ready to answer the call to arms.105 Similarly, Trinidad Moreno,
leader of the Democrats of Ventas de Zafarraya (Granada), as
well as hailing in his letter the general’s recovery, also stated that
‘we await with impatience the order from the Illustrious
Garibaldi. Once he resumes his rapid journey among all
oppressed peoples, we will be able to begin the honourable 
crusade against the oppressive tyrants.’106 Police reports enable
us to confirm the importance of the Italian connection in pro-
viding Democrat leaders with a figurehead, in Garibaldi, and
with an emotional issue, in Italian unification, around which to
organize resistance to the Moderado-dominated Bourbon regime.
However, they do not furnish definitive proof that Garibaldi, or
one of his generals, was poised to enter Spain and lead the
Revolution.

In January 1864, Antonio Guerola, civil governor of Granada,
paid an administrative visit to Loja, where he toured the schools,
the municipal granary, the workhouse, the hospital and the
prison, and attended a long council meeting in which ‘I took
notes on public order and “gente revolucionaria”.’107 Although
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Guerola, having served formerly as governor of Málaga during
the Loja insurrection in 1861, was as aware as any of Isabel II’s
public servants of the dangers of small-town Democrats, he 
nevertheless considered the public order in the province of
Granada to be secure:

‘Vigilance’, this branch is not important in Granada. This province was reputed
to have been the most tranquil in Spain, and would still have kept this reputa-
tion had it not been for what the Loja upheaval in 1861 revealed about the
spread of revolutionary elements there. Yet, in spite of this memory, Granada,
with respect to public order, was not Málaga, or Barcelona, or even Seville . . .
Public order did not take up much of my time.108

Although, on his return from Loja to Granada, the civil governor
would have found a letter on his desk that surely would have
increased his concern about the state of public order in Granada,
he was saved from having to act on the information contained in
it. On 25 January 1864 this experienced Democrat hunter was
recalled to Madrid to assume the civil governorship of Barcelona.

In this letter, the military commander of the province detailed
the activities of Andrés Pérez del Alamo, brother of Rafael. 
A corporal in charge of the stage post near ‘El Cortijo de las
Mozas’, Pérez del Alamo’s olive estate near Loja, had observed
Andrés’s frequent visits to Málaga, on the pretext of collecting
debts, from where he travelled on to meet his brother in his
Seville exile. Andrés was also in regular correspondence with
Emilio Castelar in Madrid (Castelar was editor of La Demo-
cracia, the new Democrat newspaper that had increased its cir-
culation in the towns and villages of Granada, at the expense of
La Discusión and El Pueblo). Loja’s post-master had intercepted
a letter in which Castelar instructed Pérez del Alamo to begin
enlisting people for a revolution, as his brother had done in
1861.109 Here, then, was proof of the survival of the conspira-
torial network that had brought western Granada out into open
revolt in July 1861. Moreover, the conspiracy was linked to other
Andalusian cities, and to Madrid, via Emilio Castelar, rising star
of the Democrat Party.110

During February and March 1864, mayors, military com-
manders and police chiefs reported ‘more than the usual agita-
tion’ among Democrat leaders throughout the towns of western
Granada: Loja, Alhama, Santa Cruz, Zafarraya, Huetor Tajar,
Salar, Algarinejo and Montefrío. These same towns had sent
contingents to Loja during Pérez del Alamo’s revolt in 1861.
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Most prominent and vociferous among Democrat activists were
those former Loja rebels who had been granted royal pardons in
1862, which they brandished as badges of political immunity.
Democrat meetings were being held more openly and frequently,
leaders were travelling throughout the countryside persuading
day labourers to swear oaths of allegiance, and towns in neigh-
bouring Málaga and Córdoba — notably Iznájar, hearth of the
1861 Loja revolt — were also becoming involved.111

Several reports commented on the animated mood of Demo-
crats. In late April, the mayor of Algarinejo reported that ‘the
affiliates of the Democrat party meet with greater frequency and
it is to be noted in their expressions a certain kind of satisfaction
and happiness which appears provocative’.112 Loja’s police chief
was quite specific about the reasons for this animation. In his
view, the Democrats of Loja were

. . . content and animated . . . [because] . . . among them circulates the belief
that in Ronda and its serranía there is much fruitful preparation for an immi-
nent uprising, and there are even those who add that a colonel of Garibaldi has
already visited, or still is visiting, those towns. Antequera is also involved.113

By April, then, the provincial authorities had uncovered firm
evidence of an international dimension to the Democrat con-
spiracy. Loja Democrats, led by Ramón Calvo Jiménez, Rafael
Pérez del Alamo’s second-in-command during the revolt of July
1861, were reported to be receiving ‘emissaries’ not only from
Málaga and other Spanish cities, but also from Portugal and
Italy, and even from an Englishman (although he was suspected
of being an Aragonese or Catalan).114 These men were visiting
towns throughout the extensive serranías between Ronda and
Almería, which they had divided into three cantons, each under a
military commander who would ‘lead and represent them’. They
had brought with them large quantities of forged money — ‘two
thousand coins of 100 reales to be distributed among the affili-
ates’ — and orders had been placed with Granada armourers for
weapons and gunpowder.115

This alarming report of an imminent general uprising in east-
ern Andalucía should be treated with some caution, coming as it
did from Loja, where the boastful Ramón Calvo (believed by the
authorities to be insane) held sway.116 Yet, although Calvo’s
promise that ‘on 2 May there will be a pronunciamiento in Spain
at whose head Garibaldi will place himself, having come from
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Gibraltar’117 proved in the end to be illusory, his vision of immi-
nent liberation echoed the upsurge of organizational activity,
public demonstrations and optimism among Progresistas and
Democrats throughout Spain during the first half of 1864.118 This
public resurgence of the left was a response to the collapse of the
Liberal Union and the attempt by the Ministry of the Count of
Miraflores to attract the Progresistas back from retraimiento by
such measures as the September 1863 decree granting freedom to
hold political meetings. Calvo’s tireless activity in the towns of
western Granada and eastern Málaga, often in full sight of the
authorities, was in part a consequence of this decree.119

A thin, pale young man of between twenty-six and thirty years
of age, of medium height with ‘high brow and full beard grown to
nature’: (‘coca algo sumida, barba poblada y crecida al natural’),
Ramón Calvo Jiménez was different in most respects (apart from
his energy and his Garibaldino beard) from his mentor, and now
rival for the leadership of Loja’s Democrats, Rafael Pérez del
Alamo. In contrast to the latter’s austere teetotalism, Calvo
delighted in doing the rounds of Loja’s cafés and billiard halls,
accompanied by fellow Democrats from other parts, giving
impromptu orations on the future democratic utopia. His
favourite speech-line, that ‘within three months we will have
achieved happiness’, was not so empty a promise as the public
authorities believed. Police reports record Calvo, accompanied
by his personal secretary, José Cuberos, preaching this message,
not only on his home patch of western Granada, especially in the
towns of Salar, Alhama, Santa Cruz, Zafarraya and Huetor
Tajar, but also in the neighbouring Málaga towns of Archidona,
Colmenar and Periana.120

Calvo’s effort to sign up support in Huetor Tajar is significant.
As the first town east from Loja across the fertile, irrigated and
densely populated Granadan plain (‘vega’), Huetor Tajar was the
first step on any advance upon the provincial capital. This sug-
gests that Calvo’s objective, much like that of Pérez del Alamo in
1861, was to raise the entire province of Granada in revolt. In
late April 1864, Calvo narrowly missed capture in Huetor Tajar
while unloading forged money brought up on the river Genil by
barge.121 As in June and July 1861, Democrat leaders appre-
ciated the need immediately to reward their affiliates with cash
(albeit forged money), to compensate them for laying aside their
reaping and thus sacrificing their wages.
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The insurrection in western Granada would be met by an
uprising in the provincial capital. We have seen how Calvo’s
links with Democrats in Granada were already well established
in the summer of 1863. In 1864 his activity in Granada went
beyond hymn-singing with an Italian silversmith, to buying gun-
powder and contracting an armourer, one ‘García’, to supply
weapons. Granada possessed an active Democrat party number-
ing several hundred, some of whom would have been in touch
with the conspirators in the western towns of the province.122 In
spite of Calvo’s comings and goings between Loja and Granada,
José Pérez Ordóñez, Loja’s alcalde-constitucional, doubted
whether the Loja Democrat enjoyed much sympathy among his
co-religionists in the provincial capital. Pérez Ordóñez believed,
however, that Calvo might find support among Granada’s ‘idlers
and criminals’ (‘los osiosos de mala vida y criminales’) who
would meet the ten to twelve thousand men Calvo had signed up
for the revolt in the towns of western Granada.123 The Minister of
the Interior had information that Romualdo de la Fuente, the
leading Democrat in Málaga, was in close contact with confreres
in Granada. However, the civil governor, perhaps not wishing to
disturb a sensitive political situation, did not pursue the matter
any further.124

Early May 1864 saw a frantic level of activity in the towns of
western Granada as Democrat leaders drilled their followers in
anticipation of the arrival of the foreign military leaders of the
revolt. The civil governor remained unruffled in the face of these
alarming reports. The mayors of towns with large Democrat 
parties, such as Alhama and Loja, had assured him that
Democrat leaders, however well they had disciplined their
followers, would not make a move before a lead was first taken
from elsewhere (police intelligence that would be proved correct).
The Italians did not appear.125 The Democrat conspiracy in
western Granada quickly withered.

Would Calvo’s conspiracy have been successful had the emis-
saries of Mazzini and Garibaldi been more adventurous and
entered Spain to lead the revolution in May 1864? Would eastern
Andalucía have risen against Queen Isabel as it had done fleet-
ingly in July 1861? Of course we will never know. However, evi-
dence from Loja, the town chosen by Castelar for its democratic
and patriotic antecedents as a centre for challenging the regime,
suggests that there were internal obstacles to a co-ordinated 
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challenge upon the central power. Loja’s Democrats were deeply
divided in 1863 and 1864 over ideology (the socialists versus the
individualists) and strategy (alliance with the Progresistas or a
more adventurous course).126 Democrats also faced an active
Moderado opposition in Loja in the form of the local camarilla of
the ‘Espadón [broadsword] de Loja’, General Ramón María
Narváez, who returned to become Spain’s first minister between
September 1864 and June 1865.

Throughout 1863 and early 1864, taking advantage of divi-
sions among Loja’s Democrats, Narváez pursued his old rival,
Rafael Pérez del Alamo, through the courts, counting on the
loyal services of his appointee in the Juzgado civil, Lorenzo
Montero Rodríguez, and the Moderado deputy for Loja, Carlos
Marfori. In spite of having received a royal pardon in September
1862, Pérez del Alamo was sentenced to a renewed two-year
term of exile in Seville, given hefty fines requiring the embargo
of his properties in Loja, leading eventually to his imprisonment
in Seville for debt.127 Apart from placing legal obstacles in the
way of his Democrat opponents, Narváez and the Moderados
worked hard to build up political clienteles throughout the 
district, especially in Zafarraya, a Democrat stronghold, by
promising to set up agricultural credit banks, fund road projects
and help with the construction of churches and municipal build-
ings.128 Hence, Democrats in eastern Andalusian towns, apart
from their internal divisions and ambiguous relations with
Progresistas, faced assertive Moderado local opposition, and a
centralized state which could closely monitor Democrat move-
ments through the provincial police and the Civil Guard. A few
Italian officers would not have significantly improved their
predicament. Only a revolt within the Spanish army would push
the balance in the favour of Democrats and Progresistas. For this
they had to wait until September 1868.

On three occasions in mid-May 1864, Ramón Calvo requested
a passport for Portugal (not realizing that all he needed for his
departure was a certificate of residence [cédula de vecindad]).129

His short spell as leader of western Granada’s Democrats had
ended.130 In an extraordinary switch of allegiance, Calvo ended
up later in 1864 in Madrid working as a police commissioner
under General Narváez’s restored ministry, a post secured for
him by Carlos Marfori, Moderado congressmen for Loja.131

By August 1864 Granada’s provincial police had switched 
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their attention to the danger of Emilio Castelar, whose much-
publicized visit to Loja and Alhama reanimated the region’s
Democrats, as it preoccupied the authorities.132

By mid-May, then, the provincial authorities could breathe a
sigh of relief in the knowledge that Calvo’s attempt to resurrect
the Revolution of Loja had failed. However, later in the month,
the governor was reminded that the public order of the province
was not isolated from its wider European context. A telegraph
from his counterpart in Málaga informed him that the ‘Condé
d’Hainault’, a Belgian steamship, having deposited railway
equipment, had departed with its remaining cargo of arms which
the captain intended to unload on the coast of Granada. Frantic
correspondence ensued with the mayors of Alpujarra towns.133

Even more worrying in late June was the uncovering of a
Democrat conspiracy, organized by a retired army sergeant ‘who
reads Madrid newspapers’, in the strategic town of Albuñol,
which linked Sierra Nevada with the coast. Like the Loja Revo-
lution, this was organized by former members of the National
Militia which had been disbanded in 1855.134

The Albuñol conspiracy was no isolated affair. Albuñol’s
Progresista and Democrat conspirators were expecting a delivery
of arms and ammunition from Gibraltar, after which they in-
tended to take to the Sierra de Yegen, to extend operations to the
entire Alpujarra, thence to join up with rebels from the Serranía
de Ronda, Málaga, Córdoba and Jaén.135 The Gibraltar con-
nection was confirmed when the governor received news of the
departure from Barcelona of the British packet ‘Lesprig’ carrying
seventy-one cases of arms from Marseilles.136 Were these the
arms gathered in March by Fernando Garrido in Marseilles?

Conclusion

Revolutionaries elsewhere in Europe often looked for inspiration
to Spain, a country where revolution seemed to have more 
protagonists and to face fewer obstacles than at home. In a letter
to Emilio Castelar after learning of the Revolution in Spain in
September 1868, Mazzini wrote: ‘L’Espagne vient de realiser
glorieusement une révolution immaculé . . . la placer à la tête des
nations européennes.’137 Spanish progressive Liberals, Demo-
crats and Republicans did not share this optimism. Spain’s great,
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nineteenth-century rite of passage into modern nationhood — the
war of independence against the French invasion in 1808 —
anticipated, by several decades, comparable acts of national self-
determination elsewhere in Europe. Yet in most other basic pre-
requisites of a modern nation state — the separation of Church
and State, freedom of conscience, free press and freedom of 
association, universal suffrage — Spain was a laggard, achieving
only an incomplete charter of individual rights during the 
‘sexenio revolucionario’ (1868–74) before a long Bourbon
restoration set in, during which many constitutional gains were
reversed or rendered ineffective. Pioneer of the pronunciamiento,
seasoned in the art of Liberal insurrection, nineteenth-century
Spain was an equally experienced practitioner of reaction and
counter-revolution.

In 1864, as in 1848, Spain’s Moderado authorities were con-
fident that corrosive, democratic ideas filtering from overseas
could be successfully kept at bay. In spite of the breadth and
depth of Democrat conspiracy in the province of Granada during
1863 and 1864, Granada’s governor was confident that, through
the judicious use of his administrative powers, and in collabora-
tion with the Church, he could successfully stem the tide of 
revolution:

I do not deny that here, where politics have always inspired passion, democracy
possesses its frenetic champions. And I do not deny that democracy has 
corroded the imagination of many simple and ignorant people, in the mistaken
belief that they will achieve happiness. Democracy is a grim fact throughout the
world, as it has also become here in Spain over the past few years, especially in
our southern towns. Perhaps in the future, but a long time ahead, it may
become a danger for society, but there is an immense difference between this
and what today confronts the province under my command.138

Democrats would be kept at bay, the governor believed, by a
more rigorous enforcement of the law on firearms (particularly
banning firearms from casinos, cafés and the streets where arms
were often used to intimidate ‘men of order’), by a programme
of public works to employ the poor from among whom the
Democrats recruited, by episcopal missions to reanimate the 
village clergy, by the propagation of ‘classical and religious texts
which so sweetly provide understanding and moralize the hearts
of people’, in short, ‘disarming the revolutionaries legally, and
properly moralizing the ordinary people, is the way to defeat
these evils’.139
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In response to the governor’s moralizing exhortation, the 
archbishop of Granada obligingly sent a mission to Alhama de
Granada in August 1864 (timed to coincide with the visit of
Emilio Castelar) which the village clergy were invited to attend.
Meanwhile, municipal authorities, backed by the civil guard,
arrested Democrat leaders and combed town and countryside for
illegal holders of firearms (and legal holders if we are to believe
Ramón Calvo’s indignant letters to La Democracia).140

In a further letter to the Minister of the Interior in mid-August
1864, the governor enlarged upon the measures he was taking.
Appreciating the corrosive power of Democrat propaganda, he
proposed to fund the publication of a series of exemplary books
entitled the

. . . Biblioteca de Escritores Granadinos . . . which, having awoken patriotic 
sentiment, will substitute with good, tasteful and moralizing doctrines, the bad
and pernicious books which the Democrats propagate and which, without any
scandal or incineration, will cease being used.

The governor concluded with a prophetic statement: ‘if the army
resists the contagion, there is nothing to fear throughout the
breadth of the province of Granada’.141

Of course, this is what occurred in September 1868, when the
monarchy of Queen Isabel was toppled by a series of military
uprisings loosely co-ordinated by General Prim. Without the
widespread dissent within the armed forces, Prim’s revolution
would have got no further than the numerous other conspiracies
and insurrections which had so regularly punctuated the interlude
between the ‘bienio progresista’ and the ‘sexenio revolucionario’.
Yet, without these twelve years of Democrat drilling, September
1868 would not have been the popular event that earned it the
epithet of ‘The Glorious Revolution’ (an ‘immaculate revolution’
in Mazzini’s view). The speedy and enthusiastic response of
numerous towns to the ‘Provincial Revolutionary Junta’ estab-
lished in Granada demonstrated the preparedness of Democrats
and Progresistas, and their determination to recover the rights
(particularly to form companies of National Militia) the loss of
which they had lamented since the end of the Bienio in 1856.142

But what came of the Italian connection? Some inkling of how
the encounter between Spanish Democrats and a Garibaldino
general might have been in May 1864 can be imagined from the
rapturous response given by Spanish Democrats to Giuseppe
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Fanelli during his visit to Spain in December 1868. (Fanelli was
sent by Bakunin to Spain as ambassador of the First Inter-
national.) Without a word of Spanish, Fanelli held audiences in
Barcelona, Valencia and Madrid spellbound with his mellifluous
oratory.143 Garibaldi, having spent fifteen years in Uruguay, at
least would have been able to speak to his Spanish admirers in
their own tongue.

Garibaldi remained an important icon to the Spanish left, 
particularly among anarchists.144 During the ‘sexenio revolu-
cionario’, and specifically during the Cantonalist uprisings of
1874 in Andalucía, Federal Republicans took Garibaldi as a 
figurehead. His appeal continued into the Restoration. In 1877 a
bandit named ‘El Garibaldino’, formerly of the Civil Guard, who
claimed also to have served under Garibaldi as a captain, led a
band of kidnappers in southern Córdoba and north-eastern
Málaga.145 In November 1877, Adolfo Atocha, a locksmith, 
succeeded in convincing the band in Seville’s ‘Café de los
Emperadores’ to play the ‘Hymn of Garibaldi’, after which he
called out ‘¡ Viva la República Federal !’ Civil governor Antonio
Guerola, fearing that ‘the recent animation of the Cantonalists
because of the recent events in France’ might threaten public
order, hurried in person to the café with an order for its closure.
Upon finding ‘440 or 500 people, among whom were several
women in peaceful conversation, drinking, playing, talking at the
tables’, Guerola considered it imprudent to enforce the order; a
recognition, perhaps, of the power of music and Republican
imagery.146
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