Summaries

Jiirgen Kocka
Social History (Sozialgeschichte) — Structural History (Struktur-
geschichte) — History of Society (Gesellschaftsgeschichte)

The essay tries to clarify both systematically and by taking into consideration the views of
historians since the 19th century, the meaning of the three concepts named in the title which
play a controversial role in current discussion in the Federal Republic of Germany. — Social
history (Sozialgeschichte) is understood as the history of social structures, processes and
actions, as a sub-discipline alongside economic history, political history and other sub-disci-
plines in the science of history. In spite of favourable developments in the past one or two
decades, the present position of social history in the Federal Republic of Germany is being
discussed, and can still be described as backward. — Structural history (Strukturgeschichte)
is described and analyzed as a method of observation which brings to the forefront supra-
individual developments and structures, but not individual events, decisions, actions, and
persons. This method of observation is not the monopoly of social and economic history,
but is applicable also in the sector of political history, the history of ideas, and soon. It rep-
resents and important and — since 1950 in the Federal Republic of Germany — an increa-
singly important method of observation correcting former exaggerations of the individ-
uality principle, even if it, too, should not be made absolute. It cannot, however, fulfil
the claims it seeks to represent. Often it is erroneously confused with social history. —
The history of society (Gesellschaftsgeschichte) is described as the social history inter-
pretation of history as a whole, as an attempt to integrate »from the society anglex,
within which a number of interdependent sub-disciplines (political history, social his-
tory, the history of ideas, and so on) find their own relatively independent place and
transmit to each other their results. It claims to form a framework within which econom-
ic, political, social sub-sectors, among others, of the historical reality can be analyzed
in their connection. Theoretical and practical problems as well as the various possibilities
of realizing the openings offered by the history of society are discussed.

Wolfgang Kéllmann
On the Importance of Regional History within the Framework of
Structural and Social History Concepts

Regional research is gaining special importance within the framework of a social and
structural history which is oriented on the development of society, taking into consideration
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its economic conditions and its cultural and political implications and consequences. —
Changes in form in the economy and society often begin unnoticed in local or regional
events. As examples of the industrialization process and the »demographic transition«
show, it is only here that the preconditions, beginnings and the course, as well as influencing
factors in structure-changing processes, can be seen which later on re-form the whole. —
Regional deviations enable conclusions about specific conditions in society to be drawn,
and this leads to greater understanding of the course of change and behaviour patterns,
such as accelerating or decelerating elements. At the same time differences in type of similar
or apparently similar formations can be noticed, which are planed out when the overall
situation exclusively is observed. — Not only the problems connected with differences
caused by regional groupings, but also the continuity and re-formation of traditional ele-
ments, not least in the emergence and development of a specific group consciousness, as
the examples of the journeyman dyers’ guild and the miners show, can only be observed
and analyzed on the spot. — Vice versa, the development of the regional differentiations
of general processes is the subject of social and structural history research, which should
not lose sight of independences and peculiarities. It is only in this way that research can
clarify the history of man’s environment and thus contribute to understanding man’s
present.

Giinter Trautmann

Liberalism, Political Labour Movement and State in Hamburg and
Schleswig-Holstein from 1862—1869

The relationship between Liberalism, Social Democracy and the State in Germany was
formed in the light of structural history between 1862 and 1869. In the sixties, a negative
interdependence developed between the labour movement and the political system which
was conditioned by the breakdown of early liberal social conceptions and the state’s re-
pressive policy measures against organizations. — In the sixties, the labour movement be-
came increasingly independent in its organization. This was indicative of the social-policy
bankruptcy of the liberal workers’ associations, which had a hard time freeing themselves
from their bourgeois self-help ideas as industrialization accelerated. — In Hamburg and
Schleswig-Holstein, bourgeois radical democracy was able to politically bind the primarily
craft sections from 1863-1865 by modernizing her constitutional and social programme.
For that reason, the General German Workers' Union (ADAV) founded by Lassalle
remained unsuccessful at first. From 1865, growing wage struggles, the apparent failure
of the early liberal self-help idea for the lower income groups, and the increasingly political
nature of social problems through the election campaigns from 1867 strengthened the
organizations of the early labour movement, however, and characterized their political
conduct during the ensuing decade. — In Hamburg and Schleswig-Holstein, the feeble
continuity of revolutionary experience in 1848 for the organizational structure and pro-
gramme of the early labour movement was only secondarily decisive. — In East Holstein,
the only area where attempts at social revolutionary action from 1848-1850 appeared to
endanger the existence of the political system, the early labour movement only managed
to achieve election successes in the seventies. — The early labour movement was not in-
fluenced decisively by personnel, organizational or programmatic lines of continuity from
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the 1848 revolution, but by wage-policy experience by the trade-union movement after
1865 and public criticism of the conservative status quo since the first election campaigns
on the basis of universal suffrage. The stabilization of the ADAV came only on the basis
of trade-union and organization policy experience from 1865-1869. — At the end of the
sixties, the new experience of the rising industrial society culminated in class-warfare strife.
In 1869, Hamburg saw a general and sensational strike which led to broad solidarity among
workers in Hamburg. The situation in 1869 not only made clear the narrowness of the
radical democratic social concept, which was geared to the requirements of craftsmen, and
which was sceptical of coalition rights. It was also shown that the early labour movement
had been forced to take illegal counter-action under pre-industrial organization and coali-
tion law, and the state authorities were only able to protect the narrow wage-policy
negotiation framework by repressive police measures.

Horst Lademacher
Industry, Workers, and Labour Organizations in the Rhine Province
on Eve of the Socialist Act of 1878

This study contains in detail numerous examples of the repressive practice, and the daily
experience of repression which the state and industry exercised simultaneously as coalition
partners against the organized worker. — A factual description is given of the initial phase
of the Socialist Act against the background of the incipient industrial depression in 1873. —
Even though the suppression of the labour movement did not represent an innovation, the
intensity of persecution in the phase of severe business down-swing becomes clear, an
intensity with which the authorities succeeded in translating a potential, hysterical fear
of Socialists and Communists into police and penal measures, which, although not perfect,
were effective enough to turn the movement organizationally into a peripheral phenom-
enon even before the act was decreed. It should be noted, however, that the repressive
measures, which were, incidentally, accompanied by social policy proposals and by so-
called enlightenment, were intended to include not only the workers, but also the lower-
ranking civil servants. — Beyond this account the short study seeks to provide basic infor-
mation on the general question of the possibilities of realizing the revolutionary objectives
officially represented by the party. Among the problems that are important in this connec-
tion are certainly those aspects of the theoretical reception and thus questions about the
social structure of the agitators and the workers’ leaders, who in the Rhineland region were
recruited mainly from factory workers and small-time tradesmen. In addition one must
also take into account, also with regard to the development of awareness and its content,
the problems of religious influence as well as the socio-geographical differentiation between
town and country. — The transition from the absolute number to the content, from quantity
to quality (for once applied differently here) can best be described on the basis of a local
or regional study. This would be the point at which to begin a social history of the party.
In this study, a very modest attempt has been made to provide initial material for such a
study.
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Shlomo Na’aman

Johann Philipp Becker, Wilhelm Liebknecht and Karl Marx — A Crit-
ical Study of Source Material. Did Coincidence Play a Part in the
Programmatic Link between the VDAV and the »International «?

With the resolution of the »League of German Workers’ Clubs« (VDAV) at their Nurem-
berg congress in 1868 to link their programme to the efforts of the »International Working
Men’s Association«, a continuous process of leftist development was concluded which ended
with stormy radicalization after the year 1866. — The groundwork for the resolution was
laid by the distribution of the so-called »Inaugural Address«, the statutes of the Inter-
national, and the editorial programme of the organ of the German-language section in
Geneva (»Der Vorbote«) »Was wir wollen und sollen« written by J. Ph. Becker. The
latter gave the opposition agitatory support and was forced into the background. Curiously
enough, it was given preferential treatment by Wilhelm Liebknecht, not only before the
congress in the »Demokratisches Wochenblatt«, but was also included in his account of the
Nuremberg congress as a document of socialism in the year 1894, and this despite Marx’s
objections to this disagreeable publication following the above-mentioned congress. Lieb-
knecht’s account at that time — as if coincidence had played a part with this publication —
is not convincing. — Becker’s paper, in connection with the loose organizational form of
the »International«, gave J. B. von Schweitzer a chance in the »Social-Democrat« to refer
ironically to the organization of the VDAV as wishy-washy, which Liebknecht believed
referred to the »Inaugural Address«. For his part, Marx thought Becker’s treatise was
wishy-washy. — These misunderstandings, which can ultimately be traced back to Lieb-
knecht, put an unjustifiable slur on the Nuremberg resolution, which had come about in
the full knowledge of the basic documents of the International, among which Becker’s
treatise was also to be found.

Klaus Saul
The Struggle for the Rural Proletariat. Socialist Rural Agitation, Large
Land Ownership, and Prussian State Administration from 1890-1903

The curbing of Socialist rural agitation and the successful fight against every trade union
organization representing rural workers by the big land owners east of the Elbe and the
Prussian state administration, with which they were closely allied, stabilized the political
power of the Conservative élite in Prussia and in the Reich up to 1918, and secured the
deterrent potential of the Prussian army in the struggle for power at home, because the
eastern provinces continued to be a reserve »loyal to the state«. — During the decisive
period from the end of the Socialist Act up to the Reichstag elections in 1903, the study
analyzes the methods and limits of Socialist rural agitation and the manifold counter-
strategies of the »pillars of the state«, from » Junker terrorism« in the persecution of those
who distributed Socialist pamphlets and Social Democratic voters to the beginnings of
organized self-help in the Associations for the Improvement of the Situation of the Rural
Worker, from the broad spectrum of administrative chicanery to the ideological counter-
offensive through the development of a conservative local press and the organization of
the distribution of anti-Socialist leaflets by the state authorities.






