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AlIMS AND TASKS

Manklnd Is embarking on the Atomle Age. Forees have been relensed which
are paving the way for mankind to unsuspecled development, hut which may
quito oy well lead to pltiless destruction. 1t conflicts of the powers are not
handled pesceably und succensfully, mankind will be faced with self-deatruetion,
fwo geipentic military blues, heavily armed, confront cach other, cven on the
soll of disrupted Germuny, Totalltarlan aystems of government are threatening
demacracy and the rights of man. Over the greater part of the plobe there
relgns hunger, poverly and soctnl misery, Many peoples have rlien ngolnnt
exploftation and colunlal oppresslon and are strugeting for independence snd
cquuatity,

very Individunl, every clnss (n soclety, every people {p called upos 1o nke
a stand,

At this turning point, the Soclul Democratfe Parly of Germuny commitn
flself more definitely than ever lo the preat fdeas of demoeracy and roelallem,
to the Hberatlon of mankind from subjection and spiritual bondope, und to
1 new soclety of peace and Justice,

In the last contury, Marx and Engels estabiihed the sele tific hises ut
socinlism. Since then radieal changes have come abnut 5 the comlitiing fucim
a militant socintism. Selence hag mode the structure ond worklng of nature,
mnan and roclely {0 an il degren. The orpantautton neel
mechanisation of ail spherea of Nfe have, on the sther hond, corated new
interdependencies which Jeopardlse pessonal Jberty.

The Sociul Democratle Party of Germany hiag always striven to wijant It
policies to the eveiution of soctely and to the progress of {dean, N known that
L must seck fo rendise i3 alms mnid the everchanging conditions of i times,
in the provess never betraying its own charneter and herltage, Now getierations
have never ceaed to Joln it in the sirugple for humnnity und democracy, whether
or not they have been able to fight in the epen, or have been forced ta defened
themselves npadnst ferror and oppression, enduring slander nnd perseeatiun,
In hard fought battles it has renliscd many of ils demands. I remning forever
cominitted Lo ihe countless martyrs of the struggle, and to s great leaders
from Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels, Ferdinand Lassalle and August Bebel, down
to Kurt Schumadher, Hans Boeckler and Ernst Reuter.



The Soclal Democratic Party of Germany does nol represent the speelal
{ntorests of Indlvidual jroups, Ms poal {s the reconstruction ot soclety in the
spirit of soclalism. It alone will enable the fudividual to develop freely. The
soclalists accordlnply strlve for the cqualily of men and for a splritual,
political and ceonomie freedom, which cannol be reallsed in rociety aq it ex
at preseat.

The nil-embracing aims of sacialiim make It an internallonal movement.
It recopnises the rights ond the freedum of every race nnd every community.
1t nlone ean overcome the fotat Impact of power polletes pure und simple, and
of imperintist dominance by means uf ¢ union of free peopled which 1
foundations of reason, tolernnee and justlee.

A new soclely thal Is not based on expleilation and oppression, will not come
within our grasp by the automatic aperation of some Liw of history. Only by
ucting with a clear purposc and a sense of respousibility can we win throush
1o u better society. In the battle against the moral depradation und the
muteriatistic spirit of our power-hungry and profileering age, the sociatiat
movement has a great moral and pedagogic role, All soclal Institutions and
systems tend to become sell-centered and Lo peteify in bureaucracy. 1t s in Lhe
Interesl of munkind to learn to recognite these dangers nnd to fight them
Soclalism will aceordingly always present o challenge,

Sacialist fde

(e not o subatitute for religion, The socialist movement does
not zed [tsclf the oof a relipious denomination. fn Europe, Christianity,
humandsm and classleal philosophy  form gt of the apleitual and moral
hierilage of soctalist  thought. Soclal Democracy  welcomes  the  prowing
realisalion among Christlans thut the Gospels embody o commitment to act
with sacial responsibility.

The Sucial Demweratic Party of Germany knows itself to be at one with
soclullsts In every country thal no matter where sociodists galned  thelr
convicllons, they all stelve after a common ol

. system of socluty with rocial justice, with hgher lving slandards,
nf freedom and peace The Connnungsl falsely cludm ttle te the sociabist
tradition. Actually, they bave disturted these traditions beyond all recognition,

For the sake of frecdom, juediee and worlt peaee, (e Soclal Democratic
Tarty of Germany veleetr any surrender of the right to nallonal  sclf=
determination to the hienefit of any power-bloe, That 1 why it fights for the
restoration of German unlly I peave smd freedom,

The Socinl Pemorratic Parly has grown from belngt the porty of the
working class which it originally was to be n party of the people, The industrial
workoers constitule the core of {ts members und voters. But the steupgple and

he endeavour of the Socind Demoernite Party sre devoted to the interentn of
all who neele to further socind juntlce, polltical and cconomie democracy,
apleitual freedoms and tolernnee, natlonal unity and Internntionnl cooperation,
undeterred by any narrow-minded coneern fop vested Interestn,

Ihe next ateps towards this gond ure shown in the action program of the
Soclal Democratie Party presented here. TE will be put fnto practice when the
German people provides the necessary mandate, Thla actlon program will also
sudde the polley of the Paxly In the oppouition.



FOREIGN POLICY

German Unity and the Peace

In view of the horrers of the war and ifs consequences, the German peeple
hag o speeint obligation 1o seek good relntions with other peoples and to creale
a political almosphere In which the unification of Germany con be realised by
peaceful means, Tho tension: which dominute throughout the world must be
resolved peacefully, Only In this woy con the danger of o third world war
he averted. Policles which ense international tension also improve the chances

ot a peaceful reunlfication of Germany.

Tho Federal Hepublie must therefore asslst in the endeavour o overcome
the division of tha world into opposlzg, heavily-armed bloes, The partitlon
of Germuny is the result of the differences existing between the Occupying
TPowery, and they should not, in consequence, be released from thelr obligation
{o terminate Germany's portition. The Yedernl Republic must prevent ihe
division of Germany from becoming permanent. It has, above all, the never-
endingg task ot promoting ihe closest human, cconomle and cullural relatlons
belween the people fn ihe Soviet-occupled zone und those In the TFedera)
Republic,

The restoration of Germany unity In peoce and treedom s the most urgent
political claim of the German people. The Soclal Democratic Purly of Germany
will make its cvery move rerve this end. It will unceasihgly endeavour to
secure Lhe prevequisites for free olections In ull occuplied zones ns well as in
Berlin, For only through tree, nll-German clectlons cun the unification of
Germany he brought about, ‘The free, all-German government which will come
ouit of these elcetions must take part in negotintions for o German penee ireaty
on & basiy of equalily,

The settlement of German territorial and horder questions musl be rescrved
for the peace {reaty, “This settlement must not bie prejudiced by prior apreements
between pavernmenls of [ndividual parts of Germany and the Occupallon
Powers. The delachment of lands which belonged 1o Germany in 1937 hos not
crented new law but new Injustice. The Social Democeratic Party of Ciermany
does not recagnlse ihis state of affairs clther in the Eaat or in the West.

The Federal Repubiie must not accept commitments in international treaticy
which make tha restoration of Germon unily more difftcult, Trenty obligalions
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fncturred by the Federal Republie must expiieitly reserve freedom of decision
by a future Germin overnment,

The Seelnl Demoeratie Party of Germany wlitl not tive of reminding the
putties fn (he Soeinlist International and the nallons of the Iree workl thit
the reunification of Germany docs not only represent a German claim, but
must be the aim of every international policy which seelks to maintadn ond te
geeure pence and freedom in Europe and threughout the world

International and European Cooperation

Folthful to the socintist idea of a common tle between il pations, the
Soul Pemocralic Party of Germany alms at the politieal, economic ond
cultural cooporation of natlens und governments for the maintenanee uf prace.
The policy of understanding between natlons {5 today aff the more ntial
now Ihat the development of madern weapons, in particulay the atomie nnl
hydropen bombs, hreatens to destroy  large numbers of peopte and even
eivilisidion 1self, The German Social Demecratic Porly standy for o system
of genernl disnrmament under inlernatlonal control which will save nanlkind
from thie use of atomic weapons,

The German Social Democratic Party Is ot one with the freedom concepts
of the democratic peoples, and any collusion with Sovict totatitarlonism or Ity
satollite forces is inconceivabie. 1t does, however, nlso tight with all possible
vigour against efforls to demoralise the freedom [ront by the introduction
of Faseist elements. The Federal Republic must ingist that the West seelk, by
peaccful means, to safepuard the peoples of Central and stern rope from
becoming completely cul off from normal economic and cultural Intercourse
with the other peoples of Furope.

Policies alming at infernattonal casement and the restoration of normal
diplomatle ond trade relutions between all countries of Fast and West must be
developed necordingly.

Socinl Democracy will support all mensures caleuluted to help under-
developed countrics to obtoin self«government ond seciul progress. The frie
world can only cope with expanding Communist domination If it is not only
yeady to defend its freedom with military means, but also jeintly with all
nations carries on un offensive in the cconomic and socint fields which can give
to those arcas of the world where men still live in misery and nalionnl
subjection, hopes of liberty and prosperity. The age of colenialism hus gune
forever,
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Within the framework of its Internationnl policy, 1he Social Democratle
Party sccks o democrntie renewal of Europo an o commonwenlth of natfons
with equal rights. Its nim fn Kurope s to e the Hving standard of the
Europenan peoples and 0 ngaure the steady improvement of ceonomic nnd goclal
conditions in Iurnpe, and to produce n contindous cconomic urea with free
movement of men, goods and information, For thin, & policy of full employment
for the whole of Eucope, and the eflminntion of customy and other trade
barriers, Including exenanpe controls, are necessnry, The Sociul Democratic
arty fights for equal righly for alt partners In the internntlonal and supra-
national organisations; there must be an el to the privileges retulned by
the Oceupying Powers and Lo discrimination aalnst the Republic, These
orpanisations must not he allowed to serreptate themeelves from noy ber
nollons and so lend to further disruption whidh woulil obsteuet closer
cooperation in Europe and the workl, The Soctal Demncratle Party secks to
extend nnd multiply the relatlons of exintlng organiantlons, such ns the
Buropeun Conl and Steel Communily, the Ortanlsation for Buropean Ecanomle
Cooperation and the Council for Europe, with ene another and with nen-
member siates, In 5o far ag soverelgn rlithls ore lronsferred o inlernationot
ugencies, they musi be subect to gfenulne parllamentary control,

Over and abeve cooperation in the Kurepean organisations, the Soet
Democralie Porty of Germany strives towards as close n cooperntion between
the Federal Republe and ngencies of the United Natfons, na thefr statutes
perndt, In ity turn, the Federal Republie must seek 1o goin the support of the
United Natlons for those motters that are of vital concern to the Germany,
The Federal Hepublle must so operote s to esiablish the preregulsites of
membership for a reunited Germaony in the United Natlons,

International and European Security

The Soclal Democralle Party demands encrgetic efforls hy the free world
{0 seek negotintions with the aren nt present dominnted by the Soviels on the
estublishment of repionn] security systemn within the frameworie of the Charter
of the United Nations, Within a comprehensive system of collective seeurity
reunified Germany must also conliribule to the maintenance of peace on the
buski of equal rights and obligntions, The Soclnd Democratle Parly, there-
fore, inslats on continued pressure by the Federnl Government for further
negollutions between the powers. In the process the securily of Europe amd
the restoration of German unlty must be hondled as Interdependent afms,
The permanent Integration et the parts of Germany that nre separated by the
Occupation Powers, Into western and eastern system of allinnces would render
the continuation of the cold war Inevitable and increase the menace to peace,
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The Soclnl Demaeratic Party ia famlitlar with the dongers emanating from
Soviet policlen. In case effeetive aggreements hetween the twa worlda cannot
be achleved, the threat fo freedom and o the perace of natlons continues,
and 1he unity of Germany withln a comprehenalve ayitem of cotlecllve securlty
cannol despite all efforts be nttaine'  he Soclni Democratic Party declares
Itn readinesa to particlpate in joint efforts to secure the pence and to defend
frecdom wilh military means ns well, on the followinp conditlon::

1. that the cfforts 10 restore German unlly continue without 0,

2. {hat efforts nre concerted on the establishment of n system of Kuropean
geeurlty within the framework of the United Nations,

3. that treatlcs committing the Federnd Republic to a defence contribution
concede termination by the Federal Government If they should become
fmpediments to reunlficatlon; they must not bind tho future government
of a reuntficd Germnny,

A

4. that cqualily s assured In the rights and protection nfforded by sccurily

mensures for nll participants, and

* 5. that democratle and pardiamentary supervision of the armed forces in
assured.
The ireaty on the European Defense Community bars the possibilily of
a peaceful restorntion of Germon unily. It makes democratic control of the
armed forces lmpossible also on the Kuropean level. It does not offer the same
security o Germany a8 to the other partics o the treaty, It accords no cquallly
to the Federal Republic in decislons ot polltical and strategic Import.

The Socinl Democratic Party of Germany accordingly continues to reject
ihe EDC Treaty and the treatles assoclated with it, 1t the treaty system
should enter Into force the Soclal Demacratic Party of Germany will secke to
ebtaln its fundnmental revision.

Humanity for Prisoners of War and Displaced People

In a sprit of humanity help nust be afforded to prisoncrs of war and 1o
dispinced and Interned clvilians.

"the Soclal Democratic Parly of Germany will make every eftori to bring
home nll priseners of war nnd displaced people and to clear up the fate ot
all migsing peopie. The Party supporis etforls for a generous smnesty ond
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tor pardons for the convicted German prisoncry of wal A humane nolution
of the prablem of the prisoners of war and of digplnced people and the supporl
of lhe humanilarlon ortanisations working in this fleld Is viewed by the Sovin)
Demoeratic Party us o palitleal charge on the Federnt Republic,

Veterans of the second world war can no longer be kept imprisoned as
hoslagges and pawng in order fo redeem errors In politles and diplomney,
Reparation must for lnnnity's auke be made for the effects of the npplication
of conceplions of collective gullt, All seniences by military courts must he
reviewed with the nuthoritative particlpution of neutral personniities of
experlence and standing In nternational law, Penaltles must only apply to
arlx.n}nm"]u and Interned persons who broke laws appllcable at the time of

e reed.

Worle performed by prisoners of war und by displiced nnd interned
civitions after hestilities ended and while they remalned in delention must be
recapnlzed s pard of German reparations, The Seclal Democratic Phrly supports
the cluim of returnces 1o sultable compensation and considers thiy as one woy
of providing securlly for relurnces and of thelr Intepration, Fverything mtl
be done to reunlle released prisoners of war and displaced and Internud
civitlans with thetr familics.
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BERLIN AGAIN THE CAPITAL

For the Soclal NDemocratic Party Berlin continues ag hefore {o he the capilal
of Germany. Untll Germany 8 reuniled, Berlin remalns ihe outpost of

democeracy,

Berlin {s in cvery respect to be treated as a federal state (Bundesiand),
Its special position and tusks must be taken inlo nccount without pettiness.
“The Berlln members of the Federat Parlinment (Bundeatat) must he divectly
eleeted nnd mustl have voting rights.

The Federnl Government must see to it thal Berlin 15 enabled to give jls
people worke and soclal securlty, Exlstlng productive capacily must be utilized,
Berlin's cconomy expanded and low-cast housting promoted.

Berlin must be glven every consideration in orders for equipment and
supplies from the federnl Lacnder and municipal authoritios. [ndustry must
fulfill {ts duty towards Berlin, Berlin s to recefve the lorgest possible share
In foreign nndd international trade.

To o larger extent thon has been done hitherto, federal offices must move
1o Rerlin, The Federal Government must also concern ilselt with the popidntion
of the Enstern sector of Berlin, Everything desiimed o mnintuin cultural unity
with the population of the enstern zone must be supported. Tha felal
Democratic Party will continue 1o make energetic efforts 1o obtain the reiane
of politieal priseners nnd people abdueted into the Soviet zone and wild pay
speeinl attention to Berlin's refugiee problem. In infernational negotintions until
the reunifieation of Germuny, Government policy must be to strengithen the
political and lepnd position of Berlin,
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HOME AFFAIRS

A Free Republic

Human dignity, frecdom, justlce and tolerance, and Indlvidual respensibility
towiards the nution are the bases of every democratic constitutlon. Soclul
Democrotie poliey wil ensure freedom of oplnion, freedom of cipeech and
freedom of political activity In public lite. But there will be no freedom to
deslroy freedom. It iy therefore the duly of the cilizen to respect nnd to defend
the constifutional order of the Federnt Republic,

The Germany thut will have been restored to unity in Dreedom must be
a federnl state based on viable stale unlits (Laender).

The Social Democratic Party opposes any tendency towards the deminntion
of burcnucrney in the communlty leading to limitotions on the righta of
Parllament. The administration must accordingly be subject to democratic
control und be simple, cleur ond cusy to nurvey in its structure, Reforms of the
adminfstration must not eneroach upon soclal progress,

Until the unily of Germany has been restored, the Ireedom of actlon of
1he provisional Federa! Republic must be strensthened and extended,

In the development of cfforts towords German reunification leptistation
ond adminlslration must so evolve that no mcasuren are promoled hy independent
German action which would deepen Lhe divinlon of Germany or prejudiee the
rights of present or former Inhabltants ot the Sovicl-occupled arci.

The rond to German unily fn frecdom must remnfn open  whitever
contribution the Federal Republle makes to Eurepean unity, This observation
applies alee to measurces of defence to the extent that they prove nceessary.
The parliamentory und democratic conlrol of posstble nrmed forces must be
anchored In the constiution, In o democratic state the armed forces must he
subjeet 10 1 fovernment resy ible to and inated by Parll

Mecasures relnting to defence poticies and milftary arrongements must hiave
as their only aim the defence of freedom and the prolection of the population,
All armed forces must serve this alm alone.

Nobody must be forced to perform armed military service against hls
consclence, The soldier must remain a free citizen whose civic rights nre
nssured.
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The Administration of Justice

Soeindism 18 nol concelvable withoul protection for the freedom of the
individunl and for his existence in society us agalnst arbitrary action of
n private or public nature, Fhe Social Democratic Parly of Germany therefore
pupperts the demoeratic state based on law ond the fndependence of the
judlciary, The indings of the judielary must serve the purpoie of democratle
nnd socind justice particularly in protecting basic human vights in dafly Hife.
The independence of the Judiciory must therefore tally with its responsthility
towsirds demacraey. The lepal order os 8 whole must be adjusted Lo the demands
of n modern and soclad demoerney. The Social Democrntle Parly of Germany
calls for inteliyible Jorislation and for the use of businessike and understand-
able longuage in legisiation,

Penal Reform

Penal reform must start with the assumption that penal law s ealled upon
o pratect the basic values of communlty Hfe and of the demecratic and socind
order. Such n reform must utilize the findings of the soeinl, pedagogicnd and
natural seiences of our doy.

In the pennl system as a whoele a distinetion must bo made between the
occaslanal lnwbreaker for whom presecution is fntended te constitule o warning,
the habiinal lnwhreaker who I8 to e matde n member of society anin by suitable
measures  and  the dongerows  lawbreaker agalnst whom society must be
cffectively pratected. The death penalty tnd Iphuman methods of crime
prevention must be rejected.

By way of on cxtenslve Nberallon of the penat syslem from fhe liability
imposced by Insigniticant breaches of the law, the system of penal prosecution
must afford legal protection to the accused and at the same time gtive the Judge
the possibilily 1o promele soclal care and security within the framework of
ihe Inw.

A reform of the penal system and a development of the right of pardon
alonst conlemporary lines are necessary from the points of view of socinl elhics
and of the aims of the penal system.

Reform of the Judiciary

By means of a comprehensive reform of the Judicinry the practices of
the lnw courts thnt dnte boce to the days of absolute government must be
adjusted to the needs of a democratic and a soclat community governed by law,
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Judges and proseeutors nust secure the eonliden. ¢ of oll sections by virtue
nol only of their fegal training but alie of theie knowledge of life, soclal
understonding ond  unegulvocal  democratic  convietion, This colls for o
pencteating reform of their educatlon The teaching of the inw munt In
particular be develaped further by the study of ceonomic, soclul nnd polltien!
aftalrs 1n addition care must be token to glve the profession of the judge
o rewurd that will strenpthen ils appeal fo qualitied personages. In all suitible
branches of the judiclary men and womcen of ull pursuits should participite
in n voluntary capacity.

The struclure of the judiclury is lo be simplificd, The establishment of
justices of the pence I8 Lo be fested further, Procedures bhefore the courts must
he made casy to prasp and speeded up and all cases involving family and youlh
matters shoutd be brought under one $urlsdletion, Dectalons are te be formulated
In underslandable {erms,

Al functions of the judlvinry that are not necessarlly those of o Judpe
shiould be delegated Lo other antharities, in particular to probution ofllclery, in
oyder (o Hberate the judies for their speciud functions,

Free Municipalities In a Free Nation

Phe foundation of any free nnd demoeratie national community ste Iree
muneipalities that nh oaut responsibility for the welfare of
thelr citizens. For this reason  the fundamental sights of German locat
povernment must be sssured by the constitution and thelr loeal freedom of
action i the suelad, cconotnle, cultural and financlinl spheres be vestored.

Phe general and formal guaraniees of local self-fovernment provided
by the Busic Law have proved Inndequate. The Baste Taw must be amplited
Lo nssure recopnition to the mualclpatities and to associntions of municipshitica
us the third pittar In the structure of the state.

Tho flest step in this divection s financtal cqualisation on o sovinl basis
The {eipalitiey und tuttons of jties ust porties to
this fi jal equalisation al fde the Federnl Government and the Stute
Governments, Appropriafe shures of the income and corporate taxes will he
included fn the munieipnl cqunlisation funds, The munieipalities with retain
the Income from ratey.

Demoeratic self-povernment in the munjeipalities must be extended. o
this end the tes of the jelpalitles must provide lberal corporate
Inanagement with the municipal council as the supreme authority. Honorary
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municipal officers of the municipalitics must uitain greater standing and the
cittzena must be enlisted to a larger cxtont,

‘Tho aut responsibllity of the feipnl and letpal iong'
atitheritles must be increased, The funetd of speclot will to n large
extent bo trunsferred to the loenl self-government authoritics, Supervision by
stute authorlties will be Bmited to a chetk on the legnlity of administrative
uctlon by the munlcipalities, The right of the municipnlities will be safc-
suarded by constltutional courts, The clnim of the municipalities to long-term
credits must be recognised.

The municipal banks are to concontralo on thelr originnl function of
providing meuns for community and cconomic operations within the framework
of the municipalltics,

Public ulilitles and transport are to be doveloped cconomically and
technically, Attempls to transfer municipal business undertaklngs to private
intercsts witl bo reslsted.

The destruction caused by the last wor, the accumulation of unsatlsfied
needs and the financtal dlscrimination caused by the cxlsting system of flscal
equnlisation  and  dlstributlon of revenue have Increasingly deflected the
municipnlities from thele origlnal funclion which ls to secure the wetfare of all
citlzens, The capacity for service of the municipalities {8 to be restored.

Civil Service Is Service for the People

Democracy {n public administration requires that all cltlzens, Irrespoctive
of social orlgin, religlon, sex or race have equal access to clvil service positions
nnd equal chances of promotion,

The employment of applicants from the sphere of private enterprise must be
encouraged. Those pennlised by the Nozls must have priority in re-employment,

The civil servant Is the servant of tho people, Only those who are
itled to the d fc ordor and to parliamentary demecracy as
cstablished In the Basic Law and who aro prepared 10 defend democratic
freedom will be employed In the public service, This applies in particular
to the judiclary and to exccutive services such as the police and the frontier
gunrds.

The Sociul Democratic Party will support all those who serve the
democratic state sincercly and without reservations, Members of the pubtfc
services may carry on political activities and orgunisc in trade unions, They

0

are to participnte In management with those modiflcations which result from
the speeial nature of public service and from the rights of parllament.

The bagls for employment, promotion und remunerution {5 performance.

Debt of Honour of the German People

Reparation of tho injustice commlitted by Natlonal Soclalism Is a debt
of honour for the German people and a basie precondltion of any democratic
rebirth. Reparation will prove that the German people condemns the crimes
committed In fts nome.

Sufficicnt funds are {o be made avallable for the prompt provision of the
reparailons nnd relicl stipulated by law but delnyed for years. Present
legislation must be improved speedily.
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ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

The alm of the ceonomic policies of the Social Democratic Party s

cquality In economic opportunity

Joh security

the eliminntlon of ull exploitation

the Incrense of the nationul product

o fairer distribution of the total cconomie yleld.

The dmpliclt aim (s to rofse the living standard and to assure cconomic
freedom for the individual. The promotion of this nim requires

ceonomic nctlon to altain increased productivity and full employment

reconstruction of the econumie process by a combinatlon of natiwnul
cconomic planning and private econonile competition

remuncration policies favoring the cconomleally retarded

transfer of the busic raw materials Industries to public ownership

workers” participation In management

o flisht against the uncontrolted nfluence of pressure groups on nitional
policies In ceonomie affates,

The Socinl Demoeratie Party of Germuny witl by these means seek to help
the workers, employees und civil servants, the professions and the gelf-
employed, the farmers and ) dicraftsmen, the shopkeepers and small ¢
undertakings, indivlduals and recipients of public assistonce. The economle
polleles of demoeratie soelallsm are intended to serve oll those who live by

their worle and nll those who are fn a depressed posltion in the community lfe
of our age,

The Increase of Production and Full Employment

The integration into productive tife of all who want te work requires
an active cconomie policy that mebllizes all resources, On the structurul side
It must In partivulor thke action in those sectors which have futlen behind fn

the dey of the y as & whole,

The following measures are enlealued to serve these nims:

‘The rationilisation and modernisation of the baste raw materlals industrles
(cond, Iron and power) and of transport (rullrouds, road transport,
shippingl, the devetopment of clvil avlation,
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Inerensed housing eonstruclion In the areas where new Jnbour forces
are required and the development of new and vinble industries and
trades In the arens of main uncmployment, in particular in the arecas
alonyg 1he zonal frontler.

Improved connections between the distressed arens along the zonsl
frontier and the centers of industry by systematie ironsportation
developments,

Coordination i & unified investment program and within the framework
of n natlonal hudget of the hitherto uncourdinated employment, relief

and priority programs,

Planning and Competition

Competition so fur oy possible, planning so fur as nccessary. The Social
Demoerntie Party rejects the foreed economy and holds to free consumers’
ehoice, §t will sevk to promote genuine competition In all sultable branches
of the cconomy. So far ng the modern economy, based ns 1t Is on the dlvislen
of Iahour, is 0 market eeohomy, it is not necessurlly n progressive and a falr
market cconomy. ‘That would in particular require potleles promoting active
and genuine competition throughout, freedom of trade, equal rights for all
types of competitive enterprise, Jegnl limitation and superviston of under-
tokings et dominate thie market, compulsory licensing and public aupervision
of nl, market-regulating combines, effective prevention of untnir competition,
the reform of compnny Jaw, in particudar with n view to ndequate publicity
and Incidity, reguintion of the advertising trade, protection of the consumer,
isformation ond ndvice for consumers, assurance of free consumers’ cholce,
Puniness comprtition must be supplemented by nationnl planning in order
10 pssuen ctability in the totnd cconomic process as conditlons change.

A program of full employment and Incrensed production demands the
sfteettve roardination nf the supreme cconomic authoritles (ministries of
cennnmibce, Hinsnce, ceonomie cooperation, farmlag and nutrition, labotir,
houstng, tanspuet, refugee affairs, the central banking system). This co-
cadanaton st b wsed to establish and o nccomplish the regular control of
* kudiet ‘The national budget must be submitted te parlinment. The
wrio- e must ahove all effect the devel { of the co Yy 05 i

. . amtlonnt income, the rate of consumplion and savings,

8 oent

. sta must be kepl under constant serutiny. 1t the balance of
tho s theeatened, economle countermensures muat be taken In tme.
Ac i nther oondetn Industeinl natlons a business cycle Institute must be
estobiizhed to acrve this end.
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The tasks and structure of the note-issulng bonk must be determined
by a federal act. In his act the bank will be committed 1o the basic outlines
of the nationnl budget In its momentary credit and infereat policles. In order
to assure {ta functions In the fleld of foreign exchango it will be glven aulhority
to intervene whenever Inflution threatens or the rute of exchange ls n donger,

Full employment nnd a balanced econemlc structure call for approprinte
control of the money market and of cnpital Investments within the framework
of the notional budget, By means of appropriate leglsintion and adminlstrative
measures — 1axation, credit and olher policies — the necumulation of capital
neceszary for the renlization of policien of Invest t will be assured, Care
must In this connection be taken to allain an appropriate relatlon between the
secumulation of investment capital in the monoy market, in thot connertion
smnll savings should bo especlally favoured, ond the accumulation of capital
in publle ownership. An unsound degree of self-investment from profits wilt
be kept down in favour of Invesiment via the moncy mnrket In particular
by way of the accumulation centers of a public and private character nnd,
to the cxtent called for by the stale of the natlonal economy, In favour of
investment by the publie authoritles.

‘The investment pollcies of these centers must be adjusied to the hasic
prinelples of the national budget. The Investment pollcles will be made subject
fo improved money market legistation which will nlso he implemented
according 1o the principles of the natlonal budpet, So far ng necessary the
inferest rates on investments made according to the investment program
will he varled aecording to the sector of the cconomy.,

Systemntic money and investment poli of tho kind pr | 0 sotnd
monetary sltuation as well as o correspending trade policy. With a view fo
un ndequate supply of raw materials and to supplementary foodstulfs, foreign
{rade must be develaped stilt turther ond trade restrictions reduced, Particular
efforts must be made to regaln the markets in eastern Europe.

Forelgn trade pollcies must from tho start be so directed that they
promote the establishment of o genuine European cconomic community.
A polley almed at the convertibility of currencies must be nllied with policies
of il enployment.

Distributlon of income

The higher standord of life pursucd by the Socinl Democratic Parly
of Germnny must favour the natlon as a whole, This requires not only nn
increase hut nlso a faiver distribution of ihe national product,
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A corresponding distribution of income will cqually improve ihe come
position of the natlonal product. In tho process more goods will be produced
for the satlsfaction of the most urgent soclal needs. After the years in which
Investment for reconstruction was developed fo an extreme which unfairly
favoured the owners of production goods ns §t wns predominnntly performed
by wny of self«in 1, the ion rnte should now bLie increased,

The Social Democratlc Party of Germany rejecla a simple cqualisation
of | A more satlsfactory performance should be rewarded by n higher
income. The distributlon of income nnd capltal frn the nation teday Is net,
however, primarily the product of diligence and copacity, rather is it fo a high
degree the product of colncldence, political power, extinslve destructlon of
property and cconomle cexploltation. The conditions of Mfe among the
refugees and other war victima and the fnodequate level of wages are
evidence of thls, The Soclal Democratle Party of Germany will, therefore,
promote polictes of distribution almed at correctlng the competitive basly
of the cconomy according to the princlple of equal opportunity for all. It wilt
concern lself with a satisfuctory integration of the new scgments of the
population and of the new generntions inlo the economy, ufford to the
unemployable a right 1o a human existence, guoranteed by law, and offer a
suitable standnrd of life to thosc in the public services.

The clalm to an ecqunl stort implles thot young pcople are cnabled
{ndependently of thelr station fn life lo secure the cducatlon for which they
are suited by talent and performance.

A fafr distribution of Income is not posstble without stthstantial aid In the
acqulsition of property for those hitherte without capital, In nddition to active
employmenst policies and o comprchensive soclal securily system for the
economically weak ihe falrer distribution of Income Is te bie sought by the
following measures,

The poverty under which millions of citfzens suffer, must be overcome by

increased public assistonce and by the integration of the less employable
inio the productive process on the basiy of the Social Refoerm Plan,

Appropriate wages and conditions of work must be guarantced by law in
the trades in which tho employed are in n particularly wealk position,

Wages must be assured of s reasonable relation to profit and to capitn)
and ground rents by policies which utilize the possibilities offered by the
low level of wages in the Federal Republic compared with other in-
dustrial naiions.

Taxatlon must rectity the Incqunlitles of income distribution.



All institutions which help to give competitive sirength :lso to nmall
businesses within an y whith favours the large combines most he

piven support,

Active povernment promotion of competitive market conditions.

Sociel constderations and rerulution on the basis af constant scruliny of
the level of prices In order to prevent any kind of price usury.

An ample upply of constmers' goods as well os impert policies caleidntedl
1o prevent unjustiflied rises in the level of prices.

The cncouragement of undertakings which promote competit.on ana in
that way regulnte prices: ameng them are the cooperatives, in particulny
the consumers' cooperalives.

Private and Public Ownership

The Soclal Democratie Party of Germany witl sustain small and medim-
scale private property. Such o policy will cpable the large mass of sell-
emplayed fo carry on thelr econvmic exislonee. "Phe Socint Democratie Party
will in addition maugoiate o polley i favour of the acquisition of propery
by the cconomically dependent

Foll employment Jaecitppooes a supply of the basic raw maferials, in
tleutur conl, dron, :leet amd power, cocresponding to the nceds of the
nalional cconemy. This rapply can onty be aesured by the transter of the b
raw materials industries o public ownership, Thot {8 the only means of
allaining an Investment polley, keyed to the economy, und the necessary
measures of ratlonalisution. I Is the only way to prevent Industrles of this
Importance to the nationn! economy from serving the Inlerests of private
capltal and from being agan misused for politicn! cnds,

The soclalisation of the basie ruw materinls industries is sl the more
imperative beeause n destructive deeartellisation policy hns been pursuerd
urder the fiat of the Allies, discrimination against the west German coal and
fron Industries has been made a trealy commitment by German accession to the
Europenn Coal and Stecl C y and d has in 1 been
caused which ean be yepaired at least in part by sociatisation.
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Democracy also in the Economy

Within the present system of cconomy the owners of the means of
production or thelr represenintives exercise monopoly power with havdly
any control. A democratie organisation ef the y I pariicipation
bty the worleers In social, employment and nbove al} in cconomie decislons,

The Soelal Demoacralle Parly of Germany, therefore, supports tho cfforts
of the {rade unlons te proteet the economic and socinl interests of their
members, lo eastre complete recognition of the value and the rights of lahour,
nnd ta attain cquatity of nll workers fn the cconomy, in the state nnd in
communlty life. 1t approves irnde unlon unity regardless of differences in
oullook on party politics or in religicus conviction,

The workers must be represented in alt governing hodles of Industry on
& busis of enualily. They must have the right, in collaboration with the trade
unions, to delegate 1o the rovernlng bodies also men and women who are nol
employed i (he endertaking in questlon.

The right te participation in cannot be ¥ 4 by profit-

sharing arrangemenls,

Underiakings do nol become democratic merely by their transfer 1o public
ownership, The declsive faclor is the management structure, For all under-
tokings Ia public ownership the right to participnte n minagement must apply
wilh due conslderation to the rights of their particular supervisory nuthoritics,

The: workers must hove represenlalion in the chambers or the handlerafts,
of angriculture and of commerce. A federal ecanomic council is to advise the
FFederal Government, the Bundestog and the Federal Council. The right to
logisinte remains nn exclusive right of Parliament,

Since 1045 some of ihe Federal states, mostly under a soclal democratic
miajority, huve passed leglslation regulnting porticipation In management,
The Soclal Democratic Party of Germany opposes any rdilwtjor, of this
legislotion by the Acl on Industry Organisation passed by ihe Bundestnp Tt
will endcavour to secure a hody of legislation conducive to the reeonstruction
of the national cconomy In n democratle sense.

The Middle Classes In the Economy

The Social Democratic Party of Germany Is consclous of the impartance
for community life and for thc cconomy as a whole of all those who arc
gaining nn independent oxistence in small and medlumeslze workshops, In
commerce and business generally, as well as in the professlona,
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To the extent of the public interest tho productlve capacity of these
groups must be strengthened by way of professlonnt schooli lated by law.
For the handicrafts u Jicener ns requived by law wiil apply.

Business market research nnd occupatlonnl guklonce ~ust help to maintain
recruiting standards for the various pr and pntions.

In giving out work orders public bodiea must take the middle classes
nto proper considerantion,

Small and medium-size undertakings must be rationallsed on the hasis
of cconomy In operation 03 determined from a natfonal as well as o unit point
of view by measures caleulnted to promote their individusl field of operation.

The reorganlsation and rationalisntion called for by the contemporary state
of the ceonomy and of lechnleal progress requires lnrger credlts. Credlts are
at this stoge usually offorded on n bosis of cxcesslve nnd partly impossible
nssurances. Credits must thercfore more than belore be allowed on a personnl
basis.

The personal performance nnd thoe trusiworthiness of the reclplent must
constitute the essentinl prerequisite of the indlvidual loan.

By mensures such as these the possibility of independent enterprise will be
improved for hitherto dependent workers as woll.

Farming and Food

‘'he productive forees In agriculture and Industry constitule one great
community of inlerests. As real income increases In the cltiew the people on
the land can market an increasing velume of production, Increasing purchasing
power on the land ensures an ever expanding market for Industrial products,

The Sccial Democrntic Party nceordingly rejects pollcles which deepen
the breach between city and countryside and cally for improved mutual under-
sltonding belween consumers and producers, It backs ngricultural pelicies that
help agriculture to inerense ita productivity nnd fnceme. In the process general
nutrition Is impraved and healthler socinl and cconomic conditions on the
countryside nre achicved, Tho increased productivily of the farms, particularly
the small family farms, i nlso necessary to strengthen thefr ability to compete
an the European market.
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Land Policles

The Social Democratic Parly recognizes the right 1o private ownership
of land for all those who with thelr familles porform the maln hody o7 the
work needed 1o make the indlvidual unit produce to capneity, Only an agri-
culture based on independent furming In which ownership of the Jand
constitutes the basie of economic and socinl frevdom and In which the yleld
of the work performed on the land is fully credited te those who in effect
perform this work can meet tho call for Increased productlvity,

The land policles of the Socinl Democratie Party of Germony serve the
devel ent of small-hold independ farming. It is calculated o produce
s muny Independent and viable family farms as possible and to assure the
cconomnic future of the smaill farm unita that have too Hille Innd, The land
reform legislation of the federal stutes shoutd bo made uniform and improved
by federal legislation. Arable lond and faem units which have been worlied
by tenants of the private landowners for more than th.rty yemes should be
fransfered 1o the ownership of ' tenimt on opplication and ngainst
apprapriate compensatlon,

The law of Jund ownership and Inherltance should a0t maintaln or crente
privileges. It must prevent the dismemberment of furm property below the size
required of a family form. Hural rond building and regulntion muat make
Iand that hecomes free avallablo to farm unils tind can be developed by means
of Iand consolidatlon Into tully viable family tnrms,

Raising Agricultural Productlvity

lucrensed ngtricultural productivity and tertabllity can be achieved only
by an Incrense of productivity 6a scle't to vrea nnd to lobour performed.
In order to finance the neceusuty mensutes ad-qunto means must be included
in 1he budgets of the Federal Republic aad of tne federnl slates.

The prerequlslte of an increase In the yleld of lubour and In the more
intenslve working of the land 1n ay ntie land lidation for which
the procedures hitherta prescribed by Inw must be nhortened In time and
technleally slmplified,

In many villages the tarmyards have been cut to such an extent that they
do not permit a more modern arrangement of the barns and stobles in
conscquence of which o rational handling of the livestock s {mposalble, 1o
open up the villages is therefore as neccasary ug land consolldation.
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In order 1o increase production arable land In many parts of Gernmony
must be Improved by drainage and rrigntion mensures, both locally and
beyond distriet Jmity,

Waorlkdng techniques and smechimisation in the schold, in the farmynrd,
in Whe stoble, on the ficlds and in the meadows must be developed further
particuinsly on the smnlt farms where developments have been most retarded,
General services and arr in the c interest should be tiven
extensive support.

he success of all developments depends on the use of advaneed methois
of farming. ‘The develapment of agricuttural schooling mnd vocational pujdance
is contequently of particular importoncee. This Implies:

Comprehensive aprleultural schooling with (Inal examination rights,
The development of voeatinnnal schools for agrieniturs,

The expansion of professional gufdance to all farm units, such guidiance
il §ts enst to bo nopubtic charge.

The dispersal of tarming among a very large number of unlts necessitates
their eo-ordination in conperatives for the purchise of equipment, for the jolnt
use of machinery and for the marketing of farm produce. The system of
producers’ caoperatives must therefare be enlarged.

The Social Democratic Party of Germony wants to ralse the level of farm
Hle and moke it possible for farm workers ta cstublish familles to o higher
depree than blitherto, Equnlity of wiases levels os between ngricullurn! and
industrlal lnbour and more homes for farm workers cither in their own or in
public ownership are in conscquence necessary,

Assured Prices and Markets

Agricultural preduction depends on stabllity In farm management and in
the conditions within which the latler operates. It s therefore necessary
to repulnte the price level Tor farm produce, The marketing of farm produce
anzd the supply of food for the population muut be assured by means of public
stockplles of Imported or local produce and by olher mensures 1o regulate
the markel. Any trend towards bureaucratisation and any misuse of moarket-
vegulating arrangements must be prevented,

o assure the bhenefit of hix labour to the producer and io protect the
purchnsing power of the consumer cnergetlc measures ore called for to
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climinnte economieally unjustificd processing and trade pinng, Fo shorten
the distinee between the producer and consmer U o partiowdie pressing fash.
The Soctal Demovratie Parly of Germany therefore supgorln an expnsion
of the alteady existing Ues between the prodicers’ conperatives In agpicullure
and the constmers’ cooperl lves,

Raising Soclal and Cultural Conditlons on the Land

The edueational openlnes for the youny ond the sdult on the countryshde
must bo brought to the same level ag In the cties, “he sehools on the country«-
side must be thorouphly improved, Che number of high schools on the country-
slde must be increased.

Of all people working on the fiym the housewife bears the beavieat
pressure. All mensures and aerinpgements that bring redlef to her must have
cunstunt support.

In many arcas the people Hyving in distunt villages and dsolated furms
have hardly uny chance to visit other arcas, cities und vitiges and so 1o
purticipate in the spirltual and coltural life of the untion as u whole, The
Soclal Democralic Party of Germany therefore calls for un improvement
of transportation on the countryside und for groater support for the culturnt
cndevour of the people on the land,

Community Coordination of Transport

Trunsport policies devlve from the ceonomy ts o whole, The spocial
chasneler of the transport situation cally for fivm repulintion,

The regulation of (ransport wust, n pacticndnr, seck to couateract the
transfer of emphasls hoth in business and I the soctul ovder thal hay ocewred
in reeent ycars the venter of the cronomy has shifted to the Industeial weea
in the westernmost party of our country, It must, In addition, an 4 minnaim,
seck te maintaln the present distribution of nettlemetla and fandus by outseds
the large cities and (he maln tronsportotion crossronds, The regulallon of
transport must he keyed to the following cotnmunlly concern::

port,

adequate serviee for areas without o close network of tr

uniform rates for such arcos and for those with a tightly Junt sy.toa,
of trangportntion,
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a proportionate reduetlon of rutes for longg distanees and for raw materindy
and semi-finished producty,

reduced fares for scason-ticket prsienger feaflle,
obligatory serviee and ted furiff ralen,

These communlly concerns huve been budly neglected In recent yuara
They must be restored tn the operation of the rallways oand applied to road
transport. The tronsfer 1o publlec awnership of rond haulage and g monopoly
for the railways in the neceplance of noods L. not acceptable, The nin should
{nstead he to comblne rond haulage in a self-governing reglstered pubtle
serviee company on the basls of the present cooperalive undertnkings, This
solution would retain the nee ary competition between row! and rall in
the interest of technicnl progress.

Itall and rond muat be glven an opporlunity to operate under equol
conditions. Road haulage must cover the road malntenance Incldentat to the
operation by speelal taxes. The extent of relevant muintenance conts should
Iinally be ass rd. Once equnl conditions have been established, the rates
for rond und rail haulage should be nsse sed anew on the basli of the costs
cstimales of both brancies of transport, Tho consequent differences in the
rales will produce the distribution of business between the two most serviceable
to the cconomy as n whole. Free cholee os belween the two must be maintalned.
A rigld distribution of transport arrangements imposed by the public authorities
Is not acceptable,

The Social Democratic Parly urges technieal and economic improvement
also in lhe transport induslry. In view of the present  Inndequacy of
tansportation services it would be irresponsible to fnore existing Tacilities,
in parlicular thase of the railways, The key bottlenceks in road transport ore
found In the common road system, portleularly In the citles, The assurance
of adequate sufety on the roads, s ceially by way of polico regulation, s
Imperative.

So far the transportation facilitles of the Federal Republic have remained
neplected. For o number of years to come It Is therefore necessory to invest
extensively in roadbullding, loenl passenger services and ship {ransport. This
investment plunning should be coversd (n the iencral Investment plan,

The transportation policies of the Social Demeeratic Party do not assume
A fixed volume of {raffic to be distributed amony; the varfous services. Within
the framework of policles of full employment the Party foresees a constant
expansfon of traffie, In the process making solution of the transport problem
casjer,
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Healthy Housing for Everybody

The etfective construetion of homes must be further exponded. Tmproved
snd roomler housing construction must be eftected. The Jess privileged closses
bavo In recent years benefited less and loss from publle houslng and must
agaln goin occess to a Iarger proportion of the total volume of houalngs, and
4 primary access. Investment In housing must ho determined accordingly, Ihat
14 the only way for building cuterprise to pay {ts way on o saclally sallsfactory
bokis,

Old and new housiug must meet the total needs of the populallon in such
n manner that each family, In particular families with chlldren, have a decent
home at thelr disposal, As called upon one-fumlly houses and apurtinents,
ghrden dwellings in cosperntlve settiements and dwellings for rent must be
made available. Following the tenements of the Intter halt ot the nincteenth
century the understonding of the population for the specinl advantages of the
parden clty type of the dweliing and the small property home hns for some
time now heen gaining ground under the impact of housing reform actlvition
ot the housing cooperatives, of the parden clty compantes and the nallonnd and
municipal building enterprlses as well ag soclnl polleles of public and private
business undertnkings, The Seclal Democratie Party of Germany emphatienily

it these devel ti. No obstacles from hus or hurcaucratie
quarters must be permitted lo get In thelr way.

The Soclal Democratic Party of Germany projects o comprehensive reform
ot the housing law, particular of tenant Is w. Since rent control ha for decades
declslvely determined the Income pattern, rents must only be premitted lo rise
gradually along with changes in income relationships, The Intter must cnable
the ccenomlently weak sections of the population to pay Increased rents with-
out warse housing and Nving conditions, This Implles that the standards of
old-age pensions and public assistance must increase eorvespondingly and he
demands of the trade unions for improved wage: be met.

A non-discriminatory general Increase In rents would not remove the
cconomle und socinl ovils of the present housing situation; the aim must be
to restore a rental structure which would correspond 1o the value of the
individual classes of housing. In the pracess of ro; singg rents the tenont
must be cnablied to sceure ar adjustment corresponding 1o the lower standard
of his housing by court action, Increased rents are justifinhle only if they
contrlbute to improved housing, in parlicular in regard 1o repairs and,
eventually, modernizntion, In ansessing the increused income in relation 1o the
natlonal redistribution of the burdens of war-incurred lossed the meany used
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foy such purposes should accordingly not be tuken inlo nceount. The syidtem
of loany fur repnirs and other means of securing dmproved howstng should be
expanded.

Tublic housing should in the Mt ploce seeve familles with a maximum
munthly gross income of 500 DM. The construction of such houslng should
benetit from publle moneys, free of inlevest, and, ns the ease may he, with
odditlonal allotments o cover the nteresl on loans #adsed on the capital
mutket, ‘The rents lnjd down for housing of the kind must by Teept I relilion
with present incomes and not he inereased pending a general regulation of the
rents problem.

Contributions to construction cosly by would-be tenants must not be allowed
for this type of housing, Public credit musl be adjusted aceordingly. The
tiousingg standards must correspond 1o loent norms.

In meeting the housing needs of the less privileped it is importunt not
te build beyond needs and to avold unnecessary administrative custs; that fs
why compulsory regulation by law of spocified types of dwelling: nnd their
use st not be consldered.

For tenants with more than 500 DM In monthly gross lncome public means
eon only be made uvallable o o lesser seale. Tax rebates are pussible. icreased
rents by squire meter and contributions lo conslruction costs by the tenant
miy be allewed, By favoaring property vighls In housing the tenant should
be helped to retain the value of his contribution. Heusing that does nol benefit
from publle geanty or uid will nol be subject 1o rent control,

The market value of ground suitable for houslng s al pr
heavlly in consequence of the Inerease in population und the speed of cconomic
expungion. Unjustified expectatlons on the part of landewners and buyers
reparding further unlimited Increases in value are Increasing prices cven
Leyond the limits justificd by presenl and foresecnble scurcity, ‘The Soclul
Demoeratic Party will seek such regulatlon of estale law that usury and the
exploitation of fixed properly witl be barred, while lenving the price mechonism
lo upernte normally in the cconomy.

nt inercasing

The Socinl Democratic Party will oppose carlels opernting to fmpose
unjustinbly  high prices und other means of reducing competition and
establishing comblney fn the construction and housing mateviuls Industrics.

In the interest of reduced costs all efforts direeted ut rallonulising housing
constructlon and the financing of housing will be supported. This implies the
r ion of technlent ion us well ns the elimination of obstacle:
und prejudices affecting housing cnterprise. Adequute protection against

wrongful practices must be alforded the cottnge owner und those Interested

ratl
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e acquiriny amndl setllements, housing property or permonent dwelling rights
by wity of non-prafit Lrusts, Cooperalive nelf-help housing enterprise must he
promoted.

The whole system of housing promotlon musi be freed from bureaucrntic
ohstaeles, In particular from the complexity of provizions cmanating rom
n multitude of pubtle suthorities and acling as an excessive brake,



l PUBLIC FINANCE AND TAX POLICIES ,

Budgelary stability calls tor orderly admbnistration of income und ¢
penditures by the public authorilles and n 4 stem of ixation (hat dl"ln'ﬂ t““
the burden suftably and Justly. Having regnrd to the stability (;{ lh: xhu“ll 'L'lt‘
and the eurrency taxatlon must he adjusted 1o the alms of both cconom ~( I.(1
socfal policles, The government hag the respunsibitity for adjusting lluclxlll:(lmx"
in the frade cyele alsa by ita budpet and tay palicles mul for .1”1-;'1]:1 HENH T l':
conditions in the Inferests of an cconnmle policy with sucial ul;jucﬂvv-lx. e

Fiscal Reform

A successful tax reform presupposes a unified federa Lirg

publie finances of the Hepublic and the removal of th]- X:z::‘[I’x)ll(l;lt:"ll:lln(:'lu‘l ofrt‘lmi
administrations of the facnder. Only u federat administration of lln'lil\ ¢ ”'L'd
isure the uniform and just collection ot taxes in ull the Laender of lhl:' ]-‘Lo‘d:‘!.;
Itcpul)llg and with lope of su meet the challenste of dishonesty ang rr'}::l
In the field of taxation. The principte of cconomy In nxhnlnlu(r:ﬁl]u) oan :11";)
be applicd more easily by a federal admlaistention, It would produce ('u.n-'l} \.I

ably higher tax receipls without u rise in taxuation, e

l'l‘h‘u returns must be distributed amony the federnl, Land and munleipanl
l{llul \or'.t:cs :Ir\ uecordance with the politieal tasks entrusted to them. The
nuncial self-government of the municipalities should 1 ;
ol {0 M5 e angl
Basie Law within this frameworls, hored in the

Tax Reform

The principle of talr and social faxation, namely the distribution of the
19X burden according to cconomie capacity, calls for emphasls on direct
!nx.nuon levied according to socinl principles rather than the present syste:
of indlrect taxation in the first place with its unsaeinl Implications. yeem

The present tax system which hos operated for deendes ne longer conforms

to chunged conditions 3 .
changes. It should be reviewed and subjected to fundamental
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Social Adjustment of Direct Taxes

uxation en wapes nnd Income must he reviied from the ground up with
o view to n lghter burden for the small and medium {ncomes, to a more just
nent ond to extensive simplification, The followlig measures nre nmong;
1o tie applied accordingly:

tho

A seate of axation established on soclad prineiples will apply o bosic tax
rate unchanpied for all incomes up to a specifled wnonnt; enly incomes above
thant level will be subject to n progressive lox rafe,

The tax-esempt fncome will be projgressively mjsed up to nn amount
of about 1,500 DM for cach taxpayer, 1,000 DM for Lhe spouse nnd 1,000 DM
for each child, Millions of taxpayers In consequence beeome free from direct
tuxation, Thousands of tax officinls ean in the process be transferred to more
cosentiol tasks wilhin the administration of the public finanees, The system
of tax-cxempl Incomes must be sdjusted to the evolution of the soclal reform

profram,
In addition to the Increase n the tax exempllons The following concessions
will prove Imporlant:
Allevlations in the taxation of savings and investments necessnry 1o the
economy, In particular for housing construction.
Alleviations in relntion 1o outlny for the aged, in particular and alio
for membery of the professions and the middle classes.
Alleviations in relation 1o supplementary outlay by parents and Industry
on voeational and in-service training.

ment of wives fn employment and their husbands must

The jolnt ¢
not be permitted,

essed lower thnn eaplital interest and income

Salnrics and wagges muat he o
from other funded property.

Tax inequalities hetween persons assessed for nesme tax and those Hable
to wagie tnxes misl hie abolished; this should apply alio to the Incquality in
treatment between one-man firms, limited lability and Jolnt-stock companles,
50 far as the business js assessed an Income tax higher thon the corporntion
tax would e Action must be taken againgt the practice of nvoiding taxation
by overchurging the expense nccount ns encouragied by present legisiation,
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Turnover and Consumptlon Tax Reform

Tl " J 5
"houmn.vmlu;:t,)l\:lcr l(nlx aystem nevds basic reorpanizaution, The nresent systemy
¢ replaced by one that does not hamper that i ar
apeeinllzation which s deir n o Vi o Jalour and
s desirable from a national pot
o v whidly 1 al point of view. The levy nug
B‘,q‘c“;;?,:tlln?l,;"gr‘iL t:l.stlr:urulsh between human neeessitien and luxuryyrn't))d'xl
E it be freed from the turnove Taxe: d ‘s
be Sttty redtien over tax, ‘Taxes on coniumption musl

The sugar tax which i the

maost anti-soc| 'Ons
st bo Sl lal tax on constumption in Ge

rmany
As faxa q Y
taxation becomey slmpler and the rntes srided necording o socing

considerations the paramount tosh
d < of the flseal adinlniste o
uniform und Just ass ssment and collection of tuxen, iiation will be e

SOCIAL AFFAIRS

The Soclnl Democeratic Parly of Germany {s determined to pursue socind
policies which enaure the exlatence, the freedom und the dignity of nll citizens,
Every person capable of work has o right to employment that guaranices
an adequute existence. Without un approprinte cffort of hls own nobody
capible of work hus o right to the services of the comununity.

The soclul, te und i inl pollcies must be applicd In conjunction.
An comprehenslve reform of the soclal services must take Inta account the
changing socln) structure of the nation. Leeway to cover Increased conls and
the progressive development of socinl sccurity will be avallable in

the lon of the nationnl product { upon full employment,
Incrensed productlvity due in partlentor to improved health conditions
and productive capacity,

the ratlonndisatlon of the soclul services accordlng to the soclai reform

Proprmm,

A socinlist polley of soclal sceurlty witl assure the cltizen of Increasced
returng from the nntlonnl product,

Social Security

‘The present confusion of ihe social services struclure and of benefit
arrangementa under the soclal fnsurance, welfore and core services s in-
tolerable, The adminisiration i3 largely uncennccted nnd therefore expensive.
Most benefits are jnadequate. The henlth services do not conform to medical
possibilities. TIundreds of thousunds of employable people are nbsent from
work through no fault of their own. By way of publle services, full employment
and an Increase of the natlonal product milllons of DM can bhe made available
for improvements In tho soclal services.

In order to disenlangle and Improve the system of soclal services the
Soclnl Democratle Party will apply, In terms understandable to the gencral
public,

a socin] reform progrom.
It will establish as legal rights

public health serviees, including preventive health care, medienl ald,

39



lmx;pnnltsmu(m. medlelnes angd frealment in heajty resorts,
adequate honefits In cnse of partil m'cmnpleluununuxlnyulallHy. ndvaneey|
age, or the death of the tamily carner,
maternlty eare and child benefilg,
economic seeurity for the duration of Nness and ot unprovoled or limited
cmployment,
to henefit everybody In need of pratection, Including
wage- and salary.

arners, lmu:;c\vlvcs, erafismen and small businessmen
farmers and inembery of the professlons
o
The program will be exeeuted on all tevels of Joe area and centrag
al, ares JUEY

arencies of  relf-government De
4 . Decentializ R )
contuct, entralization 15 o engure direet, bhuman

With a view 1o vationatised administeation and i the Interests of the
Gt g

beneflelnries benefits will 18 today, ¢ » froy 1 4
5 benefify hal, uy lods, f
ot o .' Y, Cinanale from a o Ititude of olfices,

e ./)\cncl-‘lr-unrvcrnlnn breney wlit be established for the administration ol old-
0]" “lmn;;lu)l; (Ilr the s:lul’r-(rmnluycd tarmer, businesuman, tradesman ang member
'( ons. Oldeage g urity will be pff i ‘

csilon orded by (his sdminfstry
::vu‘m llufdhklu.nl nroups of sell-employed teeording to Income elag :‘l:x‘r(:'l‘
contributions ns assessed on the basls of the speetnl elreums s uf )
oy mstanees of each

Relief

gcvcﬁﬁll{;{ n.'i' n charge on munleipal sell-government winy benefit us the
b, ;nun‘l‘g“l‘: 1Iv..rn:‘|:.m H()(.'llnl seeurlty system lake over the general opcr"llion
“pal relief services ean then mare auccunstully y ) A
thelr essential tosk of Intery ot st itale on
o L crvention in cuges of Indivituat distres
practical and nelfghbourly g e ot dded o
4 ¥ selteald, nlso through th lvi
Assumbi. | no counterclnim for rc' ' al Toliof it aane enclos
. n, |
claim for vesthicume® pnymenL municipal yelief wil entoll o lepnd

Munleipal reliof supplements th ;5 5 Wi e
Inadequate to meet and overceme an l:df:lcrll?llxll)i:r‘:‘;zx:nin >l’tv:(rr-”‘m e
action ag o matter of obligation and assures adequato Ir;s'lltull ol g e
::uo co‘nsonnnt with the requirements of hwman dignl{y. Iloin'll;: -"nd e
amilies as entities ang mikes adequnte Brovision for the cay nd b Acum -
of the young. Its activities must seck 1o develop the cnpncn; ;‘:rdsz;?l:fd“u?
ol 0
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those (n it eare, working together with them in overcoming the individual
omergency.

. Industrial Protection

The Social Demoeratic Parly will develop industrisl protection as o
minimum right under the law i particular with a view to sccuring the health
at the worker,
right o live o life with meaning and consonant with
Soclal Democratle Party thereforo demands reduced
working hours with full adjustinent in wupes and  salurlos wherever the
volume of production nnd the stagge of lechnlenl progress fustities It. Modern
production methods are adjusted to increase the produce of manusl lobour
but ut the same time make sueh demands on the human belng thal reduced
warking haurs are necessary for thls reason alone.

Everybody has o
humnn dignily, The

The Soclal Democratic Party of Germany thereforo suppoerts the demands
of the workers and of the trade unions for (he forly-hour working week.

Labour Law

The Soclul Demoerntic Party fights for progressive labour leplslation, It
must be brought together tn a Germon code of labour taw, Wagen and working
conditions should {n general be determined by tarit? agreements, The Minimum
Labour Standards Act, which was seeured under Soclal Demoerntie pressure,
must ahove all assure the following apoinst Inadequate pay  dandworkers,
home jndustries workers and workers and cmployees in smoll Industyies ns

well ag domestic workers,

Care for War Victims

The commitment of the government to aid the war vietms snd their
fomilies nnd the dependents of the dead in two world wars ecnnnot be sel aside,

The Socinl Democeratie Parly calls for Intensive vocational nid, jobs apenings
and higher benefits from the Federal Care Act to adjust the benefits 1o chanpes
in the price level. The disubled and dependents who hove no nccess to
productive life must bo assurcd of full care und malntenance, Tho basic
benetits must not affect the esscssment of the other benetils and pensiony,
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Legislation for the heavily disabled must be mproved and expunded. The nim
ot all mensures In tavour of tho he Wiy disabled mus \ ring e b
s bad

il t be to bring them ¢

Medical care must be expanded nnd adjusted to progress In the medical
aclenees, Effective ald must be offorded o the ciffdren of war victims,

legltimnte und Megitimate, by way of school amd vecationnl tralnlng

Health Policles

Every cltizen has a right to the mal
b i » nicnance and restoration of his healt)
to the maximum extent afforded by modern medicn) knowledge, '

c"“':llil‘l'lﬂ um:]ll cxlmhbul lrom:hc(l only by the development of preventive and
‘ative medical henlth services within o comprehensive syst, v

accurlty, In Lhe process fromdom of Heat declat ln.ul'}.m('"'1 ?r ment

T t

;.‘:l(:\:cel::‘:fl the n:cdl;ul profession a o he matntained and protected also in the
5 aasurlng the necesanry onfldence betwees et J g

of thett seleiirt cen patlents and the doctors

,:un:;:m”wr“m);},m“mrtut tho medieal function must correspond  economic
1 20 for the exlstenco ntro of the indepe: 113 G
vty o aid pendent praclitioner In cose of
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EXPELLEES, REFUGEES AND VICTIMS OF WAR DAMAGE

Homestead Rights and the Right to Aid

Expellees, victims of wnr domage, evacuces and Soviet zone refugees
have a right te ald from the community.

The Sochil Democratic Party of Germany fighils for the reparation of the
Injustice nfliclied upan the victims af the Potadam declslons on expulsion, Tho
Party uffirms thelr right to their homes In the cost and lo an exisience In
tha west,

All peaple are entitled o a homeland, folkwoys, n langunise and o culture
of their own. The Sacclal Democratie Party will promute the pousiblilty of
peaceful return for all displuced people whether they once Hved Inside or
cutsfde the prewnr German borders. It seeks the integvation of the expeliees,
the vietims of war dimnge, the evacuces and the Seviet vone refugees into
the Germnn ceonomic pattern,

Internnl resettlement wilh n view to socint balonce and a suund distribution
of the populntion Is of nced. The decialve pofnt of view must be 1o tombine
the provision of housing with job opporlunitivs, Plannree econmnie pollees
will ensure 1 gound develepment of the vefupee indusirien. Speciat nttention
must be given to the majatennnce of the tore of skilled workery snd 4o the
export capacity of these fndustries,

The Soclul Democeratic Party 19 concerned that the espellees and Soviet
zone refupees who are willing to scttle are speedily placed in agricullure
Present inndequate Jeglslntion mmust be brondencd, As instunces the old age
pensions for farmers without belrs must be based on legisinlive nrrangements,
cconomic farm units must be assured by the consolldntion of land nnd a
sensible system of compensation for Jand undepr compulsory transfer, The gonl
fs the creation of vinble farm units,

The cstablishiment of the expellees and the reesfablishment of victimy
of war damoge In thelr crafts, trades and professions must be furthered by
the removal of burcaucratic obstacles, by systematic vonslderntion In re-
settlement projects and by the extension of credita.

There must be no discrimination spainst children belonging to these
groups In school and vocational facllties. Equal opportunities for displaced
youth and for younpcer refugees from the Sovict zone present a speclot and
primary task.
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nhov’l‘hc" ll:cdu.ml Evacuces Act must be expedited, Adequate meany must
e nll be provided for houslngs nnd settlement, The ofd and the unem ployable
must recelve equal consideration, povable

The clalms of the Soviet zone refupees must be seltled by lnw,

n”’":ll;zuﬁ:::h(\)lr !Iﬁcm?cll;:nlllc f'nrly will seele friendly cooperation with all
tnlz 4 ¢ viclimized seetions of the population which di

orin o i cdicate them-

selves to the speclal socinl concerns of their membership, It wif cnnp(:xt"xllx!)u

In the eare und muointenance d
retugees ce of the cultural herituge of the expellees and

Equalisation of Burdens

?‘nc“clcmflx‘;l lnrlhu right to ald from the communlly is the process of
he  Co ton Act (Lastennusgivich sel2) must be fme

Proved in order to afford suciul lustice In the levy und the distribution

In the administration

of the Act pr I cear
disteibustion of e e e Act priority must be accardid i the

compensntion for the loss of household ooy,
the restoration of dwelling space,
reinfegration into productive life,

war damagie benefits,

The mednes
The means of compensntion must be relens

vk Leans mpeins sed by way of o lannuw,
u ‘::mc‘?lxlcn.nlnn of credits, ns the provess of compensation will be fxt vnluc’
C victms only if afforded more speediliy,
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CULTURAL AFFAIRS

Freedom, Tolerance and Social Responsibillty

The Socinl Democratle Party of Germany s committed to the basic
principles of tolerance and of respect for human dignity in repird to ol
people who aceept tolerince os o princlple binding also for them. These
principles ore to jtulde community life and the handling of ditferences hetween
the severnl relglons and politicn]l groupings of the German nanilon. There
ust be full retipious freedom and freedom of consclence, full freedom for
the arls, for rescorch and teaching, for the press and for broadeasting,

Religious freedom nnd freedom for rescarch and teaching must not be
exploited for pnrly or anti-democratle purposes,

Freedom of opinlon involves free unecess for the press to the necessary
sources of information, Present penat degislation is adeguate for the pro-
secution of misuse of freedom in the lterwture and the press. The best
protection ngainst serdld Mieiature resldes in dignifivd condltions of existence
and In o pgood eduention,

Freedom of the radlo must be assured by democratic sapervision of the
T ond the f r of the b Inpy services, They
constitufe n publle service which must not become means of propuganda for
en individuat party or polltical philosophy, nor for a government,

The Schools

Germion youth is to be cducaled In the schools repardless of faith and
together In the spirit of mutual respect in order te sccure a sense of saclal
responsibility and reyord for the Ideals of democracy and Internatlonnl under-
stonding, Physical training Is cquully indispensable to the system 13 o whole.

Reltlony instruction will be gflven in necordance with the provisions of
the Basic Law, Further religlous fnstruction remalng the concern of parents
and of the churches.

The schools arce o be developed In such n manner that atl children are
brought together {n one organic school system and cach child Is enabled,
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;r:c:gp;;:]ﬂn:;::l}"! t:l!nldls'::oclnldslh;ln)!lo}r‘l, {0 get the education for which it I3 fitled
c¢ tchoolbooks nnd instruments nre the
tho rule and adequate cducatlonal ald 10 Lo accorded. erefore to become

o l::li d?"lﬂh of school spnee caused by the war must be repafred by way
Npormg"rucuc construction of schools, physicnl training accommadation and
enns. In urgeney such constructlon must be placed on o level with

public housling, The federal J
b contmoatn s slale and municipal authorities are called upon

n the interest o DProfiress experimey 0l8, rural boarding ol A

H ntal schools, rural n
b H E i 10013,
countryside school exlenslona and similar fastitutlony should be encouraged

Parental narticlpation in the ag
haols ond  the purticlpation |
H v sl
manngements by the pupils are projecty for sultable development in all :;dmlucl?il

mm:‘lhcro' is n'n‘ urgent need for special offory with regnrd to the clementar:

colulluii’:(:::d ls):)c;:‘:llck ;)rullcndmrrs ;nur.t be overcome by Impreving the mn!crl:;
5 posltion of the tencher, Clasy 1 ;

flve children. A ninth schiool . noral, The g e thirty-

. year must be mide general, Th

e H . The alm 13 to pr 2

;;oh:u:;r:: ul:.c of clagses, number of tenchers and allocatlons for !cnchlf:roz::::
corresponding age brackets of secondary undl high-school educnl;on )

o

cdu;, !llcc :;?::32?]:‘?:00’51 t;rllll;:;l broaden the ronge of technical knowledge nnd
S0C! apons y. Vocational scool legistatd X

states, the distrlety and the municj ‘Public voemtion it the
palitics to establish pubtic voentionnl sl

Wecekly attendance at the voentional schools must yeach at Teant lwcllvc“(li:):::

Teachers in all types of schools
) cher £ s must have had at least six terms 20,
Thelr pedagogical training must haye been of the same standord. Arrx:r’:r‘::::‘:t:

with other countrics for adva
5 ! need ing il
expanded, truction and teacher exchange must be

The Sclences, the Arts and Adult Education

The Sve g
and sclln(_-:cl:-:“[lnncj::;ﬁfj;“:c I’u‘rl‘y firmly oppases the low eatimatfon of the arts
. ut society, Thelr protagonists must ) v
statlon in society corresiponding {o their sipnificionce, 9 hifurded a new

iy g
dcmoéﬁ:f:l:«f&fefnz uﬂlivcrslucs cannot be nllowed to Jive isolated from
cty. Besides researvh and teaching the
° Y must fulfh
educationa) duty. Student youth must nat only secure technfen] and pmrclssl‘:::\ll‘
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trainlng but also be glven o general education that will enable them to frasp the
connection between their speelnl {ralning nnd the faets ot Jife in the community,

Tuition fees must be abollshed and adequale study geanta provided,
Present channels of education must he supplemented by further possibllities
for entry Into the universilies without rejtard to previous schooling for those
qualificd scientifically, artisticatly or technlcally,

Assistont and associate professors must be glven financlal nnd legal
security,

Teaching and resenrch, pavticularly $n the arts and socinl sclences, must

be given grealer nsgistance from public fundy than Lefore, The treasures of
the sclences and the arls must be made accessible to everyhody,

Fducation for citizenship ls the maln lask of Independent adult educatlon.
It is o task equal to those of the other Instiiutions of educatlon. Thls facl must
find recopnition In the flnanctal ofd afforded. The work of the people’s high
schools should recelve leglslative support and assurance and be backed by
the states and the munlclpaltities,

of the publie Nbraries should be

An cxtensive d T t and exg
promated by legistutive oction,

Thanks to the devoled cfforis of the labour movement today's citizen
enjoys more lelsure. Modern entertainment developments tend to nbsorh this
leisure time. The Social Demorratie I’nrty of Germany therefore supports all
cfforts that enable the citlzen to shape his teisure time Independently and
vceording lo sood sense. The primary nim of these offorts is the defense nnd
the development ot values threatened by mechanised society.

Women and Family Life

‘The Soclal Democratic Party has always fought for equal polltical, cconomic
and soclal rights for women and for their equalily under the lnw in all respecly.
It demands n reform of marringe and family law. It seeks lo estublish the
right of women lo employment and nccess to nll professions that correspond
to thelr capacltics and desires, No mother with dhfldren at or under school age
should, however, be forced by cconomlie need lo seck employment.

‘Women must have thie same chances of promotion as men. More of them must
bo engnged and trained for the public services, nlso In the higher ranks, Measures
discriminating against women in the eivil service must bo removed,
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Wages and salurles must be determined sole
o'l llhu smploymonl and not nccording to the
tmployed. The to-called 1, ical oY
P, vp women's Job

ly acconding 1o the nature
nex or age of the person
3 must be evalualed anew and

o I;r:::]c:’lll‘yc‘:gb()ur lcu:xlnllon muut take nceount of the speclat situation of
4 man and molher, nlse after t ¥ "
o e i e entry inte force of cqus
rc;;uvzl‘nl‘nmr;lx:xlml‘l‘%.r. umlt ﬁunlly law. Effective contro} of the nmwllcl:m::uol:
ilslation must be nssnpreq by expanded faet,
At : 3 ary Inap ¢
women with work experience must have an Increasing p'frt pection fn whieh
T part,

A onttempts  to evade th
5 ¥ e stipulatlons of the my
oot ¢ 3 o e malernity  prote
mi, o n}r:c\: hlm female workers are soupht and employed must be on(ErﬂoILli(l ll(;n
- .lo. gal maternity  protection must be exlended to an wu‘ "
nop yn ent, also woman civil servants and self-employed women, \'5;“11 "
n-cmployed women nre to be cqunlly safeguarded  Torkdne

Children’s nllowances must be given 10 ol children, A sY5L

maternlty anc baby care must be developed m of adequate

K F : .

ond (l::]cl::rfn”;‘:ﬁlc]:::: cll.llltlidmm: ot e, nursere, rost homes for children
ould protect mothers PXCCISIVE 5lre

children from dangers to Body and Splr".c from execssive sy and their

the :\i/lilltl‘)"m:\t;l:uuntllhhuuslnn there Is no sounyt famtly life, Housebullding in
£ on the countryside must therefore warrespond to the dom';ndq

of rational housekeeplng and of modemn h, flene, Houslng pry s 5/ §
; ' v& . Houslng p ojects must also

In marrlage law and in soclal lepistation the worl of the housew

be treated ns employment, Ife mus|

In case of pregnanc:
thancy, illness and e | 1 at dy
be provided for the | ife. The bl .tlof i) { ‘l"-"l’ oo
on cducation nnd muarrioge prablems fy advocated, Pl dvisory offices

The Rights and Responsibllities of Youth

ond 'i‘:;il?cm;rxe:o:;n::‘l:mor;:st rr;nﬁ shoultl secure thely plnce In professlonat
cfforts, The Soclal Democratic par g

‘\:{’c;lcco:‘:in csvclrty ln]lltlnE(Vc coming from the young. It will support lllfclih;;::ﬂ:f

3 will eall the young into responsible coaperation in polillcnl
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und noclnl affajra. It will seek legislntive sanctlon for the speeinl proteciion
needful to the young in the perlod of {helr bodily nnd mental development,

Every youth hos o yight 1o tradning for o vecation, Grants In ufd and
a voentionad tralning net will provide the prerequisites for the assertion of
ihis right.

Vocational guidanve and the nauncr of trainlng must be adjusted to
modern working techniques, In related vocations a commoen training baosis
must e established, By means of relrainfng courses thls wilt help vocational

transfers.

Job selection will be cased by menns aof elaslic and productive voentlonal
nuldanee, Intensified early advisory service for parenis nnd thelr younp and
by o prenter measure of vocatlonul preparation In the schools,

Tralningt and workin conditlons In agriculture and in domestic work
will be improved.

In order to overcome juvenile unemployment and lack of job opportunitles
new tealning and work positlons witl be esisblished, The menns are full
employment pollcles, the nctivation of untilled tralning and worlk positions in
the public and private y, the hlish of feipal nnd non-
profit apprentice shops attnched to municipal enterprises and schools, the
extenslon of opportunities for female youth, the coordinatlion of job placement
between localtlies and the construction of homes.

Warlters under twenty will be included in the protective measures against
discharge,
A new young workers protecifon acl will zssure twenty-four days holiday

onnuatly, bun pleceworls, Yimit daily working tours to seven and n half and
make dicat inalions and care y. Penalticy for breaches will be

increased.

‘The young worker will be entitled to vote for works councils nfter seven-
teen years of ape. Spokesmen of the young workers will be assured aceess
to the works councll.

In order to advance spiritunl and cultural interests among the young and
to strengithen the torces of soctal coheslon public funds must be made nvallable
on a ndequate scale.

The democratic youth nssocintions are pillars of democracy in questions
of dealingz with the young, youth eare and educaiion. They are therefore
cntltled to special consideration.
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The Iniernatlonal meeting of the youth associntions and the Internntionat
exchange arcanjiements fop the young aro to recolve publie support. Tho
education of the young I3 alded In particular by the promotion of courses
and instructfonal arrangementy, the cstablishment ond expanslon of libraries
for the young, the promotion of literature for thy youny and of Juvenile films,

The munleipalities must to n greater extent i hitherto create Institutions
serving the young such as hemes, sport- and swhmming stadlons, They must
be open te all young people free of charge.

Ramblfng and  recreatlon will be promoted by the construclion and
cxpansion of youth hosiels, enmping 8pace und reerention humes,

In nll stales of t+» Federal Republle speeint holiday legistntion will favour
the youth leaders,

The Social Demecratic Party will chsure tho nomination of young
candldates in public clections and the participallon of qualllied younp talent
ag alds to respongible bersonntlties, In ine brocess It will counteract the
accurnulation of functlons in few hands,

The Social Democratle Parly s confideny that the younger senerationy
r tnlze thelr regy flitles to the y nnd are prepared to cooperalo
construetively in tho evolution of their own destiny and with u view to a morg¢
happy future for the German peopte.

The Soctal Democratic Parly calls upon the German people to commli
ftseHl In actlon to the atma formulated In the sbove acllon program. The
reallzation of this program depends on the assent of tho natlon,

‘The Party is gulded in fin siruzxle by tho alms and tasks of democratla
5 1 ax established tn the Decl tlon of tho 8 I
at FrankIurt/Main on July 3, 1951;

Soclallsts work far & worlg of peace and frecdom, for & world
in which the exploitation and enslavement of men by men and
neoples s unknown, for g world In which the development of the
Individual ncesonality is the basls for the fruitfy) development of
mankind,
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