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Preface

The Sociel Democratic Party of Cermany has sines 1945 been guided by
the idea of creating q Germany which will lar any repetition of the barrors ol
the past. To this end it considered it mecessary to seek cooperation with the
other forces of freedom in the woerld but in nc circumstance to let the Cemmans
sink to the position of a subjupated peonle.

German Social Demoeracy is animated by Léon Blum’'s conception” “Thera
is no free proletariat in zn enslaved people. There are no free men if all men
pre not free end there is na free fatherlund if all fathbzrlands zre oot free.”

The demoeratic order 1o the Social Domocratic Party ropresents an cpening
for the Germans in political, human and national terms, uod for the woerld to
maintain peace.

When people in Germany today preiend that everything that has been
achigved since 1945 is due to the setivities of the present Federal Gavamment
it is necessary here to point cut that there wus no Federal Government bebween
1945 and 1949 and that the German stand on basic matters was defined during
that period. Nearly every time the Soeiol Demoeraty alone fermed the group
that tock o unequivecal position.

As early ns 1945 the Social Democratic Party declared the Oder-Neissa
line to be inacceptable a3 a frontier,

In repelling the endeavour of the occupying Soviet Power to enfarce the
merger of the Socinl-Democratic ond the Communist Parties the Sacial
Democratic Party battled alone withant belp from any side,

It was always elear fo the Soelal-Democratic Pacty that their Gght againgt
the totrlitarianism of the East and for the spiritual zlignment of the Germans
with democracy would be possible end have Insting value only If the strupele
were to be waged in a spirit of demacratic and national self-confidence, The
policies of German demoecracy cammot evolve as durivates of the oceupying
forces of tha West.

The preparation of the Basic Low of 1948 provided the testing ground.
If the insight and attitude of the pelitical parties who make up the present
Federal Government, above all the Christion Demeocratic Union and the German
Party, bad prevailed, a new Federation of the Rhine wauld have arsen along
the lines wanted by at Jenst two of the three western allies, It was the merit
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af the S.cial Dermocratic Party zlone that s Basic Law cane ahout which made
it at ail poessible for the present Federal Government to operate.

The Sccial Demaerstic Party considers as its supreme task to create, nat
a pational cemmnunity restoring the past, but o new Germany with new palitieal
and social venteat in which the citizen will in fact be a partmer {0 doeisions
regarding his fate in all zespeets, The policies of the present Federul
Government aim at the exelusion so far as possible of the peeple from
pardeipation in gevernmenl. The policies of the Sociul Democralic Farly aim
at active pacticipation Ly the peopls iz shaping their destiny. The
Adminisization trics to keep Parliament out of the picture and to estahlish the
authoritarian Tule of its bureaucraey. Lven the hudget control of the Bundes-
tag is now in danger.

Only o Germany penneated with o sense of eitlzenship and soeial justice
can succeed in repelling totzlitarian trends. The strength of freedom does not
reside in the nmmber of divisicns alone.

Natiopa! freedom of decision and inlernaliomal cooperation en the besis
of cffective equality are twin pillars of Social Demaocratic policy. In this
regard there is no dividing line between home and fereign atfairs,

The comtenticn that the Socdal Democratic Party would pursuc the sgme
policies in afHee as the present Federal Government is irresponsible propaganda,
The assumptions of the Social Demcerats are guite different and [ead along
pther roads to other goals. German unity is po distart goal to us but an
immedinte one.

The overall conception of the Social-Democratic Party of Germany is
based on the premise that the Iuture of +he German pecple depends cn ils
productive eapacily, Twice in one peneration the German workman has had
to clear away the mountains of rubble left behind Ly the insane operation
of power politics, Wockers, tedinieinns ond seclentisis have again cod agoia
by the excellence of thelr waork had to regain the respeoct whide the German
people lost beeavse of nationalist megalemania,

Gennan vouth must not come to fec! that dempereey and naticnpl decline
go hand in hand. '

Therefore and as a national necessity we are enemies of tho class strugple
waged from shove which in today's Germeny destroys every move toward
the creation of a  true commumity. It js necessary to break down the
overwhelming power of the large concentrations of wealth and of their
supporters in order to free the path for the evolution of free men and oltizens
anrd of a free nation.

German unity in freedom and peace is the great natloval goal af this day
ns scen by the Social Democratic Farty. The Party will light against attempts
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to integrate ooy part of Cermany with other naticns in advance of Griman
reuntfication. ¥We want the grealer cominunily,  But community to s means
community frst with the ichabitants of the Soviet Zone of occupativn ana of
the Saar,

What has happened sa far In the verious pacts of Cermony is only
provisional, These provisional arrangements conmet assume final dharaeter in
relotion to the Cerman nation s a whele. Oznly a united people is entitld to
determing and pive final shape to its future policies and ceenomy.

The Cermin worlking class refuses to regaid the economic structure in the
Saviet Zone of accupation as sociallsatlon. With equal firmness it reiects any
policy of relurn ta private interests and restorodan of previous eonditions.

We have presented concrete proporals aod offers to purmsue a common
foreign palicy 1o the Federal Gavernment on a pumber of oceasions. Our
proposals have always been rejected by the Federal Government and its
constituent parBes mors speedily thap Ly the Allies and in fact always when
it was a question of seeuring equal rights in intemational treabies. This refusal
of the necessary national community of approach to foreign affnics on the part
of the Federzl Govermment and th= coalibon parties has been based on motives
of sellish class interest.

A nationz] community based on demeralic socialism iz therefore the most
favorable basis for svecessful pelicies of eguality and esoperation with other
nations.

The Sccial-Demoeretic Party sees its functicn in being the pelitical party
af the German palriolr and intemational socialists. Iis conception of inter-
naticpalism implies cooperation between pations effectively equal in rights and
In mutnal esteem. Today s alweys Social Demeccracy halds to this inter-
nationaliszm, The Party therefore repudiates the policy of national capitulalion
which is being demanded of the Germans now even by Germans, The Social
Democratic Party refuses to let the working people of the nation atone for
what the properted interests fmeuwrred befere and after 1533,

At issue is the creation of a new spirit of national self-confidence in the
Cermen people, equally Iar from the irrespoensible arrogence of the past and
from the widespread disposition of this day to see a revelation of the European
spirit in every allivd reguest, Only the naton which asserls itself can be a
valuable member of the lorper commumity.

Bonn, July 28, 1932, Kurt Schumacher.
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A Heing democracy and true national fecling demand constant participation

by the citizens in national affairs, Sucdh particivation presuppeses that the
elected parliament can influence the besic decistons of the government,

Secigl Democracy in office will view parliament not only as o legislative
body but also as its own constent counsellor aad critic,

A Socigl Democratic Federal Government will create the bases of a sovial
order which allows the citizens to evolve from mere pawns in the incxorable
play of ecenomic farces into the role of masters of their way of life.

A Social Demecratic Federal Government will gct in  sudh @ manreer at
hame and abroad that the Germuen people can approve its conduct without any
abandenment of self-respect.
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Forcign Affaiss

Assurance of Peace in Freedom

The supreme aim of Soecinl Demecratic foreign policy is to assura peace.
The Social Democratie Party of Germany works for a demoeratic reconstruction
of Burope ns a community of equats and for the progressive liquidation of
antional severvignty. It rojects cortailments of sovercigmty which in praclice
devolve on Germany alone.

Tha Social Demoeratic Parlv opposes the plans for a cuaservative and
copitalist federation of the minjature Eurape of the six Schuman Plan nations
as they hamper the demacratie unificalion and evelution af Europe, Eurapa
musgt nat be split in the West a5 well. The German Social Dempcmtic Party
will ip consequence seize and support any initiative caleulated to promote
intimate: Noks behween Great Britain and Scandinavia sod the nations of the
Cantinent. It pursues policics of full employment, Improvement in standards
of life and close economic cooperation for Europe as a whole.

The Bst task in the reconstruction of Eurepe is the peaceful reestablishment
of German wnity in freedom. This con be realized only by means of freo
elections in all accupation zones and in Berlin. The Social Demacratic Farty
will therefore persist in striving to establish the prerequisites af elections
covering the whole of Germany. They alone can produce 2 free povernment
for all Germany, that must act as an equal partner in the negobiations for 2
peace treaty.

The unllateral detachment of territorles which belanged te Germany in 1937
has created new injustice rather than new law. The Scecial Democratic Farly

dorg not recognize it

A Spelal Demoeratic Federal Government would pursuc policies in foreign
affairs differcnt from thoss of the present Federal Government not omly ir
method but alse in substanee,

The system of Lreaties promoled by the Frderal Government bas endangered
the Saar and by impHeation weakened the claim to the German territories
cast of tho Oder and: the Neisse. Without serious resistance it has aceepted the
refusal of equal rights for the Federal Republic and made the conseguent
secnnd-class skatus of Germany a part of treaties whid: are to bind the German
people for fifly years. Dy signing the Bonn Agreement und the agreement o2
the European Defense Community ‘t has made tho peaceful reunification of
Gepmany insufferably difficult and placed the Federal Republic in the position
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of 2 unilateral tributary to the Atantic Pact without achieving bases for its
OWn security,

The Spccial Democratic Pacly therciore rejects this treaty system and
opposes Its ratification. Tt will strive for 2 radieal revision of the treaties as
congluded by means of new negotintions on a new basis. It aims at an effective
system af eollzetive securily in which Getrmany will partieipate 53 an equal and
without endagering her reunification.

In government the Socizl Democratic Party will seize and support every
initiative directed toward intemational agreements that can promate economic
cooperzlion among Lhe natious co the basis of equel rights. A first aim is the
reduction of customs end trade barriers and the reestablishment of an inter-
national monetary system. |

The Social Democratic Party Jmows the mortal danger of Saviet policies
to all of Eurgpe. Today the instrument of these policies i5 the cold war
The free world must win in this cold war because it i3 the only way to prevent
a new waorld eatastrophe.  The rearmoment of Germany as planmed does not
further malters; rather does it endanger the goal because it threatens to paralyze
the most effective defence contribution of the Federal Republic in the cald
war, namely the consolidation of demoeratic powers of resistance hy policies
of soclal justice,

The Social Pemocratic Party declares its adherenco to the conceptions
of freedom of the democratic nations. Tt rejecls any association whether in
general or in particuler matters with 1he janissares of the tolalitarianism of the
Enst. [t sharply opposcs attempts to enroll Fascist forces in the freedom fromt,

A Social Pemocratic Federal Government will entertain niormal 1elatons
with all natiops.

_ The Social Demaeratic Party strives for the solidarity of all nations. It wilt
in geonsequence endeavor to secure friendly reladions for the German people
with &ll Forces that are prepated to defend democratic liberty.

The Social Democratic Party will support all measures culeulated to
promote self-determination and social progress for under-developed countries.

These policies will hﬂﬁg welfare and peace to Cermony and to Eurape,

Humanity for POW's and Displaced:People

In a spirit of humaonity help must be afforded 10 prisoners of war and fo
displaced and interned civilinms.

The Sneial Demperatie Farty of Germany will make every effort to bring
home all prisoners of war and displaced people end to clear up the fate of

134

;
P e a1 R

pll missing people. The Parly supporis eiforts for a geaervous ammesty and
for pardons for the convicted German priscners of war.  The humane solution
of the problem of the prisoners of war and uf displaced pecple ang the support
of the humanitatian orpanisnlions working in this field s viewed by the Social

Demecratic Farty as a politival charga on the Federal Republie,

Soldisrs of the sceend world war ¢en no langer be kept imprisoned as
hostapes and pawns in prder 1o redeem crrors in politics and diplomacy.
Reparaticn must for humanity's sake he made for the effects of the application
of conception: of collective puilt. All sentences by military courts must be
reviowed with the guthoritative participadon  of newtral personelities  of
axperience and stonding in intermational law. Penalties must only apply to
prisoners and intermed persons who broke laws appliesble at the time of

the deed,

Work porformed by prisoners of war und by displaced and mtemed
civiliens after hostlities ended and while they remained in detenHon must be
recognized ps part of German reparations. The Social Democratic Party supports
the claim of retummees to suitable compensation and considers this as one way
of providing security for returnees and of their integration. Everything must
be dene to reunite teleased prisongrs of war and displaced and intemned

civilians with their families.

13




Berdin Again the Capital

For the Social Democratic Party Derlin continues as befoze to be the capital
of Germany. Untl Germany is resmited, Berlin remalng the outpost of demacracy.

A Sneial Bemeperatic Federal Government will treat Berlin in every respect
ag a {edersl stele (Bundesland). As loog os Bedlin, as the result of Allled
chjections, has not been [ully integrated into the Federal Republic, the Social
Demecratic Party advocates that federal law be applied in Beclin as in any
ather land. Wherever the adoption of the financial and Jepgoal system of the
Bund implies a reduction in the social adiievements and progressive standards
of Berlin, this will be restored in the reconstruclion of the Federal Republic
ns projected by the Social Democratic Party,

The Berlin members of the Federal Parliament {the Bundestag) must be
direetly elected and must have Eull vating rights.

A Sorial Democratic Federal Government will see to it that Berlin is
enabled tn give ite people wark and soeiol security. It will make use of
exisling produgtive capacity, extend Berlin’s cconomy and cncourage low cost
housing.

A Beeial Demoeratic Federgl CGovermment will give Berlin  every
consideration when distributing orders for the Federal autharitics, tho Loender
and the municipalities, It will make sure that industry fulfills #is duty towards
Berlin, Berlin is 1o reccive a large share of foreign and interzonel trade.

A Social Demecratic Federal Government will, to a Tacger extent than has
Becn dona hitherto, move federal offices to Berline It will also concern itself
with the pepulation of the Eostemn scetor of Berlino It will encourage
everylhing designed to maintain cullural wnity with the population of the
Eastern Zone. It will continue to make enerzetic efforts to obtain the release
of political prisoners and peaple nbducted into the Seviet Zonc.

A Sorial Pemoeratic Federal Government will pay special attention to
Berlin’s refugee problem,

In international pegotistions and until the reonification of Germany, Social
Democratic Gavernment palicy will seck te strengthen the pelitical and legel
paositicn of Berlin,

14
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Home Aflairs

A Free Republic

Human dignity, fteedom, justice, religions and political tolemmce, and
individual responsibilily towards the nation are tho hases of every demupemtic
constitution, Socizl Democratic policy ensures freedom of opinion, Freedum of
speech ond freedom of political ackivily in public life. But there will be no
freedom to destroy Frecdom.

The German Republic must be a [oderal state with 2 unified government.

Until the restoration of German unity the f{rcedom of aetien of the
provisional Federal Republic will be strengthened and extended.

A Spcial Domeerotic Federal Government will democratise  the
administration and pive it a clear and simple structure. Socinl achicvements
must not be infringed by ao administrative reiorm.

Free Municipalities in a Free Nation

The foundalion of any freo and democratlc nationsl community are [reo
mwnicipalities Hiat assume independent responsibility for the welfare of their
citizens. Soclol Democratic policy therckore aims ot constitutionnl safegnards
for tha hasie rights and Eeedoms of Cermon [oral government and at the
restoralion of Iocal freedom of achon in the social, cconomic, cultural and
financial spheres,

To Eurther this aimm a Social Democratic Government will:

Extend the guarantecs of local self-government provided by the
Basic Law so as to Iecognise tha municipalities and associations of
municipalities as the third pillar in the structura of ihe state;

Unify the legislation on municipal govemment and transfer to the
Federation autherity for determining at least the legal framewnrk of
muwnicipal activity;

Broaden democracy in the municipaliies by developing the council
form of government with tha elected municlpal coumneil as tho supreme
autharity, by expanding hconarpry functioms, and by colisting citizens
in municipal work;
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Transler larpely to the munieipalities and to municipal unions the
independent =xecution of local transaclions;

Limit or trongfer to local povernment the tesk of the special
Jovernment Agencies;

Limit gevernmeni supervision te the examination of the legality of
administrative action;

Safeganrd the rights of the municipelities in constitutional courts;

Include the municipalities as a third party, along with the Federal
and the State Governmenis, in a compensatory joint fund mrrangement,
t¢ be based on socisl considerations and secured iIn  the Basic Law,
nroviding their share by way of an integrated tax system and participation
in the vield from: the income and corpoation taxes;

Admit the demand of the municipalities for sufficient loog-term
credits as part of the compensatory joint fund arrangement:

Give munieipalities and assecciations of municipalitics an adeguate
shave in the diskibution of credits and securs their representation in
agencies concerned with tbhe execution of Gpancial ond economic
policies:

Restore to the municipal banks their criginal Function in Aneneing
municipal cnterprise and lacel tradesmen;

Slrengthen municipal enterprise (public utilites and transport) hy
ceomormic and lechnical expansion, and resist attempted retransfors to
private mterests.

The ounielpalitics have inereasingly been deflected from their essential
fumction, namely to rsecure the welfare of sll eitiziems, by the tremendaus
destruction cansed by the last war, by the immense accumulation of unsatisfied
needs and by the Snancial diserimination caused by the system of fiscal equali-
saticn and the distribution of tax revenue. A Spotal Democratic Government
will see to it that freedom of oction and servico will be speedily restored to
the munieipal outhoritles.

Civil Service is Service for the People

The progress of democracy In public administration requires that all
citizens, irrespectivd of soclal origin, religion, scx or race have equal necess ta
tha civil service and equal chances of pramotion.

The employment of applicants from the sphers of private enterprise will
be encouraged. Those penalised by the Nazis will have pricdty in re-
employment. :

14
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The civil servant is the sesvant of the pevple. Oaly those win e
committed 1o the democratic order and to parllamentary democracy  as
estpblished in the Busic Law apd who are prepared ta defend demeeratic
freedom will be employed in the public service. This applies in particular to
the judiciary and to cxcentive scrviees such as the peliee and the frontier guands.

The Social Democratic Party will suppart all these who serve the demecratic
stata sincerely and without reservabon. Members of the civil service may
carry on political activities and organise in lrade unjons, They are te participote
in cianagement with thuse mudilications whidh result from the special natura
af the public service and from the rights of parliament.

The basis for emplovment, promotiom end remuneration is performanes,
Social circumstances will be taken inte zccount in the determination of salaries

Debt of Honour of the German People

Rep:xation of the injuslice comujitted by Mational Soclafism g n debt of
honoar for 1ho German people and a basic precondilion of any democtatic
rebirih, Repnrotion will prove that the Genman people condemns the crimes
committed in its name,

Federal restitution legisletion is to remedy the disjcinted character of
present testitution law. Sufficient Junds are to be set aside to provide the
reparations and ralief stipulated by law but delayed for years in the execution.

Undue hardships resulting from the reparation measures of the Allies mmust
he remedied by governmental action.

Democracy Also in Economic Life

In a democratic sihte cvery cilizen bas the same politieal rights and
ohligations. However, in cur present econtomic system the owners of the means
of prodoction or their agents have o mozopoly of power, over which there is
almost oo control. A democralic ceonomic order demonds participalion by the
workers in deeisions on social, personnel and, above all, economic matters,

The Social Premeeratic Party therefore supporls tho endeavour of the trode
unions to serve the economic end social interests of their members, to gain
camplete Tecognition for the value and the rights of Iabour, end to achieve
equal rights for all workers and employees in indugtry, stete and soeicty. The
Party supports tho unified trade-union gtructure which embraces oll warkers
and emplovees ittespective of pelitical and religious views.
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Participation in management involves the followirg features:

In o1l supervisory organs af business undertakings the workers are 1o have
equal representation, ‘They must have the mipht, in coopuradon with the trade
unions, to choase also people who do not work in the firm,

Tke right to pordeipation in management canmot be reploced by profit-
sharing,

Democratisation is not pssured by the mere iransfer of an enterprise 1o
nublic ewnership. The decisive factor is the organisation of the structure. The
Social Demoeralic Pasty therefore demands pariicipation in management for
the workers also in public enlerprise, with due regard to the right of the
political agencies of supervision,

Participation in the individual plants must be supplemented on higher
levels of econeomie coordination. The warkers and  employces must  he
represented in the Chambers of Industy and Commerce, of Crafts, «of
Agriculture and in the Eccenpmic Chambers.

A Federal Economic Council should be placed at the summit of
nrrnngements for particlpation heyond the individual enterprise. Tt sheuld on
request advise the Federal Goverminent, the Federal Parliament and the Federnl
Counril. Tt mey on its own inftiative take n stand on questions of economic
and social policy and submit proposals. Legislaiion itself remains a solely
parliamentary prerogative.

Sinep 1845 o number af Lacnder (States), in the main those with Sceial
Demaocralic majorities, bave adopled legislation on participativa in manage-
ment. The Social Democratic Party oppeses the weakening of thiz lepislation
by wny of the Industrics Management Act (Betriebsverfassungspesetz) as passed
by the Federal Parliament. In government it will fight for legistation whidh
secures the reconstruction of our economy in demoeratic terms,

18

Economic Aifairs

The economic pelicy of the Soctal Demorratic Parly secks the cconomic
lihernton of the individual. That ix why demoeralic socialism is the program
of the warlerss, cmployees and civil servants, of the professions and the middle
classes, of thoe farmers aad of ull people whe live by thoe yield of their worl
Only when olf exploitation has been overcome will man gaio his foll rights
and bo able to develop his personality in genuine free competition.

The economic policy of the Social Democratie Party aims at:
Raisinyg and securing the living standard of the people by increased
productivity nud full cuployment;
Reconstructivn of the econemy thronpgh n eombination of natiopal
planning and competition in the individual areas of the ¢conomy;
Socialisation of tho bosic materials indostries;

Jost disicibution of the national product.

Increased Production and Full Employment

The integration inlo preductive life of oll wha want to work Tequires an
ackive ecanomic paliey mobilising all Tesources (labour, capitul, row matetials)
and directing them particularly to those fields which bave [allen behind in the
devclapment necessary to the cconomy.

Ta adieve these aims # Social Demaoerzatic Federal Government will emplay
the following measures:

Expansion of the hasic industries {coal, iron and powur) which have
hitherto been neglected, and remaval of boltleneds, ¢, g. in shipbuilding,
railway and rozd construction;

Tncrease of hounse building in  srcas short of manpower and
establishment of new and viable industries and workshops in the centers
of unemployment.

A planned fransport pelicy to pravide better communications bebween
the depressed marginol districts and the centers af industrial prodnetion.

A national investment program, combinieg all the hitherte unceer-
dinated works, distressed-nrea and priority programs within the Erame-
work of o nativnal budget.

10




The eapital for the required investments can be obtnined throupgh an
invesiment loan, to the extent that the industrles concemed ecannot find the

capital themselves,

Planning and Competition

Increased production and Full cmployment, as well as the measures
projected for these ends, require coordinetion in a commen council of the now
diseonnected lop agencics ol economic pelicy  (Ministries pf Ilconomics,
Finance, Eurcpean FEeonumic Cooperation, Agrievdiure, Housing, Transpor,
Refugees, the Cenlral Banldng Svstem and the Bank for Reconstruction), This
council will have the task of esteblishing an onoual ngtional budget and of
waldiing over ilg wse, vmpluying fully developed stalistical and business-cycle
rescarch in the process.

The tasks and the structure of the Note-Issuing Bank are io0 be delined
by federal legislation in such & way as ta le ils monelary, eredit and interest
policies ta the basic lines of the nalional Ludget. To safeguard its currency
control function ,the Bank will be cenceded rights calculated to prevent steps
which miglit lead te inflationizt developments oy might endanger the «xchange
rate,

In order to inerease rapital formation, particularly by way of small savings,
lax incentives, legislative and edminirlrative measures te encourage savings for
special pwrposes, and capiltal formation by the public sutharitics sre
necessary, The present urhealthy degree of self-financing by means of
investinents ploughed badk from profils is to be limited in favour of investments
ercated from capital funds accumulated in nonprofit-making, public and private
credit institutes.

The investment policy of these credit depositories is to be adzpted to the
requitements of th2 matlona! budget (imvestment contral). Capital issues gre
to be subject to the rules of an improved investment eoniro] act, whide is also
to be applied i line with the nalional budget. The ratzs of interest for the
investments envisaged by the program are if necessery o be varied according
to the hrandies of the economy,

Such a planned monctary and eredit policy presupposes a healthy cumrency
and a corresponding foveign irade policy. In order to obtain a sufficient supply
of raw materials and to supplement our »wn food vesources it is necessary
furiher to €xpand our foreign irade ond to lower the trade barrers. Speciud
efforts must be made to regain the eastern markets. Our foreign trade policy
will be eonducted frem the start in such n way that it promotes a genuine
Ewropean ceopomie community.
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The Seccial Demacrats reject the yolice-state econcmmy amd are in favour
of free consume=rs’ choice. They will pooorute gonefue  comprtition i all
suitable erpnomic fields, Faor this it is neces.ary for the govemment not uuly
{0 supervise the inevitable monopolies, but alse lo sefeguard free competition
bv law. It must in particular encourage all ferms of enterprize whidh stimuiate
frea competition, sudh as  the cooperatives, i particular  the  consuners’
cooperatives, in their capacity of consumer's self aid.

Private and Public Ownership

A Speial Demecratie Federal Gosvemment will sustain small and mediuom
scalo private property,

A sieady increase in the snpply of basle raw materials, sudi as coal, iron,
steel and power, is the precondition for full employment. This supply is
guaranteed ooly if the lasic materals  indusiries ate transterred to public
ownership, the only means of assurinyr iovestment policies keyed to the national
economy and the neccssary mensures of rationalization.

Only thus will industries of sudy importance to the national econvmy be
orgvented from gerving private copitalist intercsts and from heing 2gein misused
for political ends,

A socialization of the basic raw malerals industres is partieulerly necessary
for the German economy, sines by order of the Allies a destruclive decartelli-
sotion kas been camied out, amd, by Germany's membership of the Schuman
Plan, discrimination against the West Germen ceal and iran industry has been
contractually stipulated, Tl agh secialisation it will be pussible to repair at
least part of the damage done by thase measures.

Diséribution of Income

A higher living standerd for the whele people as prejected by the Social
Democyatie Party, requires pot only an increase of the nativnal product but
also a fairer distribution of income. The primary means to achieve thiz is o
social tax palioy.

It is to he supplemented by a social priee policy based en constant scrutiny
of markel prices and rigarously oppasing price usury.

An ample supply of consumers’ goods, to be nssisted by the arganigation
of agriculturol morketing, is one means ogainst aonjustified pries jnercases.
Excrbitant prices nre to be caunterzeted by adequate imporls. The ¢avperatives
olso have to perform an importent funetion in the [icld af price control,




The Handicrafts in the Economy

The Socia] Democeatic Purty of Germany will seek 1o do justice to the
sconomic and sectal importanco of 1he handicrafts.

The Following steps will further this aim:

The masler's certificate authorised by law entitles to the maintenance of
a warkshop, to the lraining of apprentices and to the title of master craftsman,

Self-government in the handicrafts as recognized by law is designed to
securs Uhe ceonomie and socal interests and the vocational training of every-
body engagzed in the handier fts whether in an independemt or in a dependent
capacity,

Matket research and vocational guidance are means of ditecting labour to
the individual brandies of production and crafts as required.

In orders for public authorities the bandicralts are to be considered aeecor-
ding to their iinportence,

Credit {acililes for the handicrafts is a hitherte mudh neglected field, which
must be developed with the aid of public credit instituticns. The grant of
credits must be based on the personal capacity and reliability of the baadicratts-
man as their most boportant presupposition. Credits are to be extended cor
guaranteed from public funds,

Farming and Food

The Social Democratic Party demands the applicaion of agricultnral
policics which will help ogriculture to increase production. That is the way
to jmprove notriion geancsally, and ta create sounder sovis] conditions on the
counbryside.

Farmers and  worker in indostry constitute ome great community of
interesls. As real lncome increases in \he cities the people on tho land cen
market on increasing volume of prodaction, Increasing purchasing power oo
ihe lapd on the other band ensures a steadily expanding market for industrial
products,

Stabifisation of Prives and Markets

Agriovltural production depends on stability in momagemeat and its
preconditions. This requires the follrwing measures:

Regulation of the prices for graie, enimal fodder, sugar, eetils and
meat, ail and fats, through public importing and stock-piling agencies.

Encrgetic steps to remove econumically vmjustified processing end
irade margins.

= ==y -

Safepuards to charmel the goods hy the shortest way fran the producer
to the consumer.

Tlasest cooweration between the agricultural and the conzmmess’
canperatives.
Land Tolicies

The Social Democratic Party recognises the right to the ownership ol
farmiand for those who, with their families, perforin the main bodv of the work
needed tn make the unit produece to capacity, The fizht of the Social Demo-
crutic Party is directed against the proprietary interests of the large landowners,
not against the working propesty rights of the farmers.

In government the Social Democratic Parly will therefere seelk:

Federal legislaticn unifytuy the land reform legislation of the
Laender.

Acceleration and un enrly completion of land relomm.

Trapsfer, e5 a rule to the ocoupying tenant and avoiding any
infliction of hardships, of the ownership of tenemt land and landed
undertakings, which for more than Lhirty years have been lcazed from
private landowners.

The construction of hames [ar landwarkers in greater number, either
ta he made the property of the landworkers, or to be municipal property.

Promolion of Agricnltural Prodacton
Increased agriculiural productivity requires:

A thorough consolidation of farmland hy modem  procedures,
improvement of arable Farmland by measures of soil treztinent;

increased mechanization and rationalization on the farm;
suppott for sgricultural regearch;

improved schoolz on the countryside;

regular agricultural schooling with final examinations;
develspment of vocatonal schools for apriculture;

maintenance angd promotion of the Cooperatives.

Healthy Housing for All

The economic policies of the Federnl Government have ereated a dangerous
erisis in the copstuction of low-rent public housing. Hoeme-building bas not
benefited from the gencral cconomic hoom. By contrust, howsing construction
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will be an essential part of the genern! econom.!c policy of the Social Democratlc
Party in effice.

The financing of housing esnstruction on a current and adequate basiy is the
decisive quastion. Only as investment capital is secured can the federal Housing
Construciion Act be wade to work.

Public housing must thercfore be furthered mot omly by budgetary
alloeations but by he continucus supply on equal terms of financial resources
made available by peneral investment ccotrol in order to make longe-range
planning of housing construction possible, Public funds that have been allotted
to public housing must remain so reserved.

Uniform directives on housing construction must be established for the
federal, state and municipal authorties. Among the ohjectives are the ereation
of homes for the average-size family that will remain adeguate as to size and
equiprment, and priorily in promotion eccording to need of cottage settlements,
socially obligated ownership, snd dwellings sponsored by mnon-prefit building
societies. The capacity of the building meaterials and housing construction
industries will be expanded within the genecral investment program; in the
process the general economic pelicy will make eerlain of construetion costs in
harmony with the naticaal! economy.

The Social Democratie Party rejects an overall, rigid system of rent control.
Tt advocates a revision of the rent slructure as a whole and in regard to
individual elasses of housing. Part of the increased rents following from rent
adjustment for old housing, for housing eonstructed hetween the wars and for
new housing properly should be applied 1o housing repairs end to new housing.
In order not to endanger tho standards of life of the broad masses of the
population rent adjusiments must be coupled with the maintenance of real
incorue and must lie made socially viable for pensioners and recipients of relief
by reat subsidies,

e | 0

Financial and Taxation Pokicies

Finaneial stability, particulacly in the public domain, and the orderly
gdministration of income and experdituers by ‘he public authoritics dem:nd
a sound system of taxetion, which distributes the burden fairly and ius!‘.iy.
Having regard to the stability of budgetary and currency arrangemcnls taxation
must olse conformm to the aims of economic and social policies. Taxation and
budget policies mnst olso serva to counteract fuctuniions in the trade cycle
and 1o infuence market conditions in the interesls of an cconemic policy with

socinl ohjectives.

Tax and Fiscal Reform

The present system of taxation whidi was taken wver from the Third Reich
and maintzined by the tax policies of lhe Occupation Powers and the Federal
Government, must finally he reorganised and dianged from the ground up.

A presupposition for the suceess of a iax reform is o unified federal
administration of the public finances and the removal of the ten indivi.aal
fiscal administrations of the Laender. Cnly a federal administration of financ.:
can assure the equal and just collection of taxes in all the Laender ot the
Federal Republic and with hope of success meet the challenge of dishonesty
and fraud in the ficld of taxation, The principle of economy in administration
can also be applied more easily by a federal administration. An increase in
rovenue, without a tise in the levy, of more than 1,600 million DM is expected
to result from higher receipts and from cconomy in administration.

Social Adjustment of Income Taxes

Wages and income taxes are to be revised basically with a view to redus-
tions for small and medium incomes, to a more just assessment and to far-
reaching simplificaticn.

The following measures arc among those to be applied to this end:

A scalo of taxation established on soeial principles will apply a basic tax
rate unchanged for all incomes up to a specified amount; orly incomes above
that leve! will be subject to & pragressive tax rate.
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The tax-cxempt intome will be incezased gradually wp to an amount of
ahsut 1,500 DM for each texpayer, 1,000 DM for the spouse and 1,000 DM for
each child. Millions of taspayers will in consequence be free frem taxaban.
Thousands of tax oHieials esn in the pracess be transkerred to more essential

tasks within 1he administration of 1he nation's financcs, Tho system of tax-
exempt incomes is 1o he hammonized with the social referm program,

In addition {o the increase in the tax-exempt incomes the following
important concessiong will remain:

Alleviations in the taxaticn of savings and investments neccssary to
the national ecovomy, in pazticular for housing construction,

Alleviations in relation to cutlay for the aged, in perteular and also
for members of 1he professions and the middle classes as a whale,

Alleviations in refation to supplementary cutlay on professional and
vocational education and ar n-tervice training of swccessor penerabions.

The joint assessment of wives working independently and their husbands
will bo abolished. -

Salaries and wagzes will be asseszed lower than capital interest and incoma
from funded property.

Tax inequality between persong assessed far ineome tox pnd those Iable
te wage tax will be abolished; the same applies 40 the meqgualily in {reatment
between one=man frms, limited companies and joiot-stock companies, ns far
ag tho business has to pay an income tax which is higher than the correspopding
corporation tax would be, Jn this connegtion the practice of avoidiag taxation
by overchurping the expense sccount as encourared by present tax law is 1o be
counteracted.

Turnover Tax Reform

Mest to the income tax, the tumover tax needs basic rearganisation. The
present {umover tax, which is levied repeatedly on the same commodity, will
be replaced by & tax to be levied aely ot ons point on the road from the
praducer to the consumer, This turncver tax is to be levied at rates varying
for essenlial goods and luxury goods

The aim iz to free the _Eirst group altogether from taxation. Such a
tumover tax could jogorporate almest all taxes oh comsumption; this would
also preatly simplify the present tax systen.
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IF the tax system is thus simplified and the rutes are geaded acrording to
social considerations, the most important task of the new federal Hseal
administration would be the equal and fair collection of taxes. There is ne
eiense for 1ax evasion; it is 4 erme against the whole people becauss cadh DM
by which the state is defrauded, reduces its capacity to pecform its extensive
range of duties.
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The Social Democratie Party is determined to prosue policies which ensare

the cuistence, the freedom and 1he dignity of nll citizens. Every person eapable
of work has the moral duty to perfonia work and a right to employment that

puaraniecs an adequote existence.

This progmm demands interaction hebween social, economic and Gnancinl
policics, Leeway to cover increased eosts ond the progressive development of
social security will he available in

the expansion of the national preduct conscquent upon full employment;
incrensed productivity due in particular {0 improved health conditions
and prodactive copacity;

the rationalisation aof lhe social services according {0 the social refomm
Prog A

A sociallst policy of soclnl sceority will ossure increased rofumns from the
nabional product for the working citizen.

Social Ajaiss

Social Security

The present confusion of the social service siroeture and of benefit
arrangements ender socizl insurence, welfare and care services 1s intalerable.
The zdministratlen is largely unconnected ond therefore expensive. Most benefits
ara inrdequste. The health services do not conform o medical ypossibilitiss,
Hundreds of thousands of employable people ze absent fiom work through
na fault of theic own. By way of public health serviees, full employment and
an increase of the national product milllons of DM can be made available for
impravements in the secial services,

In crder te disenlanpgle and improve the system of soclal serviees the Social
Democratic Parly in office will apply, in terms understendable to the general

public,
a sociol reform program

embodying
public health services that include preventive health care, medical aid,
hospitalisation, medicines and {reatment in health resorts;

edequate benefits, to be provided frnm one source, in ¢ese of partial or
complete unemplayability, advanced age, ar the death of the family
CAYMEr;
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maternity ecare and child benchits;

economic security For the duration af vopravoked or limited ermployment.
These benelits will constitute claims under law,

Local, area and central ngencies of self-governmept will ensure direct
administrative contact,

As 5o established soeial security must embrace:
Wage- and salary-eamers and housewives;

Crafts- and tradesmen, farmers and members of the professions aceording
1o their need for protectom

Relief

Relief as a charge on municipal self-government will henelit as the social
service system in its several branches undertakes the general disbursements of
social security. The municipal relief services can in comsequence more Suecess-
fully concentrate on their essential task of interventivn in coses of individual
need, sided by practical neighborly and self-aid, alsa through the private
welfare agencies. Municipal relief will constitute a lemal clabm with ne
counterclaim for repayment.

Municipal relief supplements tho social sceurity services when the Iatter
are inadeguate to mect and Gvercoms an individual emergency. Tt has a duty
to take preventive action and is responsible for institutional and homs care that
is consonant with humao dignity. Tt fakes care of families as entities and
makes adequate provision [or the care and protection of the young., It must
develop the capacily for self-aid of those in its care and work together with
them in overceming the individual emergeney.

Industrial Protection

The Social Democratic Party will develop industdal pralection as a
minimum right in pardicolar ta secure the health of the worker

Wherever mechanization and methods of work make it possible working
hours ore to be further reduced with full adjustment i wages and salaries.

Labour Léw

The Social Democratic Parly of Germany fights for progressive lahour
legislation, Tt is to be Lrought together in a labour code of law. Tariff
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agrecments must overzide legislative mules. 'The Minimum Labour Standards
Act secured by the Soeial Democratic Party must above all assure the followiny
against inadequate pay: landworkers, hame industries workers and workers and
employees in small industries as well as domestie workers.

Care for War Victims

The Sacial Democratic Party commits itself ancw to national responsibility
toward war victims and their families, and toward the dependents of the dead

of two world wars.
A Soeial Demoeratic Federal Government will therefore

adjust the benefits provided by the present Federal Care Act to the
inerease in prices and make sure that the basic benefits are nut counled

against other benelits and pensions;
strengthen the professional and health care services;

secure effective aid for the school and vecational training of the
children of war vietims, legitimate and illegitimate;
establish lepislation in favour of the heuvily disnbled with adequate

protection against discharge. The aim of all measures in favour of the
heavily disabled must be to reintegrete them into productive life,

Health Policies

Every citizen has a right to the maintenance or restoration of his health to
the maximum extent afferded by modern medical knowledge,

This goal can only be reached by means of the development of preventive
and curative mnedical aid within a comprehensive health service. Frecdom of
medical decision in the free excrcise of the medical profession is to beo
maintained and protected also in the interest of securing the necessary confidence
between paticnts and the doctors of their sclection.

To the importance of the medical function must correspond ceonomic
guarantees for the existence also of the independent doctor, exercising his

profession, $n ease of invalidily or advanced age.

Displaced Popislations Policles

The Right to a Homeland and to Aid

Expellees, victims of war damage, evacuces and Sovict Zone relugees have
a right to oid from the community.

The Social Demoucratic Party fights for the reparation of the injustice
inflicted upon the victims of the Polsdam decisions an expulsion. The Party
affirms their right to their homes in the east and to an existence in tho west

Tho Social Democratic Party stands for tho right of all people to their
homeland, their folkways, their language and their cnlture, The Party witl there-
foro promote the possibility of peaceful return for all displaced peaple, whether
they once lived ontside ar inside the prewar German borders,

The Sacial Democratic Party seels the integeation of all expellees, vietisns
of war damage, evacuees and Soviet Zona refugees into a sound German
CCONOMLY.

A Social Democratic TPederal Government will aceordingly earry through
a policy of rescttlement within the nation with a view to social balance and
the scund distribution of the population. It will attach major importance to a
combination of employment cpportunities and housing. A planned credit
policy will ensure a sound devclopment of the refugee industries. It will pay
spceial attention to maintaining cores of skilled workers and to the expart
capacity of displaced industrics.

New independent and auxiliary farming units are to be created for the
displaced farmers and landworkers by accelerating the Iand reform in the whole
of western Germany and by the planned development of waste lands or an
incrensing seale,

By the removal of bureaucraiic chstacles, by systematic consideration in

rescttlement projects and by the extension of credits the esltablishment of the
refupees in the crafis, trades and free professions will be encouraged.

Equal opportunitics for displaced yeuth is a speeial and primary task.
There must be po discrimination against  expellee children  in sdwol  and
vocational facilities.

The Soeial Demccratic Party will seck  friendly cooperation  with all
organisations of the vietimised section of the population that are dedicated to

the special social concerns of their membership, It will contribnte to the care
and maintenance of the cultural heritage of the expellees.
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Equalisation of Burdens

An clement in the right to oid bom the community is the process of
eompensation. The Compensation Act {Lastennnsgleichspesctz) passed by the
Federal Parliament does not meet {he nced from a social point of view, ncither
in the levy nor in the distribution of the resulting mepns. A Social Democralic
Federal Government will improve this Ack

In the administralion of the Cempensation Act priorty must be accarded
in the distzibution of means for

compensaticn for the loss of household goeds,
restoration of dwelling space,
remtegration into productive life.

The mems of compeonsation must be released by waoy of a planned, advanee
extension of credits, as the process of comnpensation will be of value for the
victims and for the community only if it is afforded speedily.

Freedom, Tolerance
and Social Responsibility

The Social Democratic Farty of Gemuany is committed 1o the basic prir-
ciples of toleranco and of respeet for human digaity in regard to alf peaple who
oecept these principles as binding also for them. These principles are te guide
commuanity life and the handling of differences among the scveral religious and
political groupings of the German nabo.

There nrust be full frecdom of foith and of conscience, full freedem Eor the
arts, for resenrch and For gl feaching. The Socizl Democralic Party of Germany
opposes all misuse of church or scientifie institutions for party purposes.

The Social Democratic Party of Germany accords primacy to the following
tagks in the cultural Reld:

The arts and the sciences, researcdi and teaching will be given genercus
suppost in tho spirit ond in the means affordel. The artistic and scientilic
treasures accumulated over thousands of years must be made accessible to all.

Without repard to denomination ard in o common spirit of mutusal respect
German youth is to be edurated in schoals and Ligh schools toward & semse
of social responsibility and dedieation to the ideals of democracy and

understanding between the nations.

Religious instructicn will be given in accordanee with the stipulations of
the Basic Law. Beyond that religions nstruction remains the concemn of parents

and of the dwrches,

The schools are ta be developed in such a way that all duldren are united
in one arpanic school system and each fhild is enabled, independently of iis
social stotus, to get the education for x hlch it is fitted. Free schooling and
free scheol books and instruments ave to be the rmtle and adeguate educational

sappott to be accorded.

Tho dearth of school space caused by the war nwst be made geod os
quickly as poasible by means of 2 large-seale building program for the Federal
Republie, the Laender and tho municipalities, In urgency it is 1o equal low-
rent housing construction.
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In the intercsts of progress in eduealion experimental schools, Land and
rural Loarding schools and similar institutions must be encouraged.

Parental participation in the work of the sdhools end partieipation in school
menagement by the pupils are projects for suitable development in all schools.

Particular efforts must be devoted to the present elementary school system.
The lack of teachers must he overeome by improving the malerial conditions
of the teaching profession, in particular of the young teachers. Classes must
not exceed Lhirty-five children. A ninth sdwol year is to be made general. The
aim is to nrovide 1he same size of elasses, number of teadiers, and allecations
for teaching and study vcyguipment f{or pupils in the same age brackets
corresponding to the present secondary and high-school education.

The vocational schools must broaden the range of technical knowledge and
educate for social responsibility, Vocational school legislation will oblige the
Laender, the arcas rud the municipalities to establish public vocational schools,
Weekly atlendance at the vocational schools rist cover at least 12 hours,

Teachers in all types of schaols must receive at least six terms of college
cducation. Theoy are to receive pedagogical training of the same quality.
Exchanyre arrangements wilh other epuntries for advanced instruction and
teacher exchange must be expanded.

A comprehensive university reform is being planned.  University students
are to ber given not only education in their speeial ficlds but zlso general
education enzbling them to grsp the connection between thelr special
training and the community as 2 whole.

Tuition fees are to be abolished at the vniversities. Financial guarantees
for new research and teaching generations are to be provided.

Present channels of education must be svpplemented by further
possibilities for entry into the universitics without regard to previous schooling
for those qualifed sciestifically, artistically or technically.

Independent adult education must reeeive offieial recogmition and financial
2id. Education for democracy is the main task of the people’s high schools.
They should recelve legislative support and security,

Linmorality in literature ond in the press cannot be fought effectively by
way of prohibitions, The best pratection against baseness in literature is good
schools, worthy conditions of life and the extensive development and expangion
of the system of public libraries suppozted by legislative action.

Freedom of opinion for the press entails Iawful access to the informetion
necessary. The penal laws suffics to cover misuse of the freedam of the press.
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Broadeasting must remain x public service. It mmst not hecome tie
propaganda medinm of any ene party, faith or philosophy, nor of the
gavenment of the day. Demoeratic control of its independence and finaaces
ig to In: sceured.

Women and Family Life

The Social Democtatic Party has always fought for cequal palilical,
cconomical gnd social rights for women, and jor their equality under the law.
The Secial Democratic Party demands a marriapge law relorm and the right
of women to employment and access to all professions corresponding to their
capacities aned desires. No mother with children at scheol or under school age
should ‘e forced by economic need to seek employment.

Wages and salaries musl be determined solely sceording to the nature nf
the employment and net sccording to the sex or age of the person employed.
The so-called typical women's jobs reust be evaluated anew and [lairly.

Within her frame of work 2 woman must have the same opportunitivs for
promation as a man. More women mnst be engaged and trained in public
service, also in the Ligher ranks of administrative and Jegislative wark.
Measures discriminating against women in the civil service are to be removed.

Protective labour lepislation must take account of the speeial situation of
the working woman and mother. Constant control of the applheation nf relevant
legislation must be assured by expanded factory inspection in which women
with work experience must have a part,

The Social Democralic Party seeks legislation providing matemity care
for all working women incuding those in the public serviee and independently
ermployed, with corresponding care for 2ll nen-working mothers. It fights for
dhiildren’s allowanees, and for adequate matemnity and infant protection. Mothers
must be protected from excessive burdens, and their children from physical
and moral danger, by the creation of kindergarteas, children’s playgrounds and
nurseries, and recreation homes for difldren and mathers.

In housing construction the needs of healthy family life and of rativnal
hausekeeping and hygiene must be taken irto account. Housing projects must
include a specified number of bacheller's diwellings.

In marriage and social legislation the work of (he housewife must be treated
as emplayment. In cases of pregnancy, illness and convalescent ahsence
domestic help must be provided fer the housewite. The establishment of

a5

e | o mimm b ——



advisory offices on cduecation, above all to assist the solitery mother, and of
advisory marital offices, is to be promected.

Only by the application of the Secial Demeeratic program can marriagn
ang family life ke sofeguarded

The Rights of Yonuth

Youth haa heen especially hard hit by the war and its conzequences. Tt is
thercfore entitled to mcasures which takeo into account Hs exceptional meeds
both of the spirit and of sheer cxdstence,

As zn essenbal part of a comprehemsive vyouth program the Social
Democratic Party will put through the Following wminitmum measures:

For the conquest of uncmployment and vocaticnzl want omong the
young, —
Job end housiog procurement

Expansion of wocational treining [acilities for youth of both sexes in
public and privete entesprise;

For the protection of wocking yvouth, —

Protectve legislation for vouth in industry, including previsions for
edequate holidoys

Propressive legislation on vocationnl training

Inclusion of workers under twenty years in the legal protection
agaibst wnwarranted discharge

Inclusion of spprentices in unemployment insurance;

For the promotion of group activibes —

In order to advance spiritual and cultural interests and activities ameng the
young and to strengthen the forces of social cohesicn, public funds on an
adequate scale are to be made available for —

The work of the youth associations

The political educaticn of the young
Intcmat.iunu.] youth exchange srrangements

The construction and expansion of youth hosteldes
Youth recreation activities

Rambling and hostels
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Sports
Cualtural institutons

Youth literature

In the enxecntion of this program the Social Democmiic Pacty of Germany
will help tho young generationm to secure its place in the life of the nation. It
will ensnre the nomination of voung candidates for cleciions. It will employ
its full strength in order to mrovide a larger measura of inflluence and
responsihility for younger men and women n econvmic armil in publie life
It will eall opon guanlified young tafent ns oids te responsible personalities in
ordex 10 give the former a chance o prove themselves and 16 counteract the
accumualation of fonetlons on a few bands.

In 1ts turn ke voung generation can oaly assert itself if it recognises the
responsible noture of s obligations in the communily and @ prcpared to
cooperate construellvely in furthering its destiny and fnturen,
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The Secial Demoeratic Party of Germany calls upon the nation fo purstc

the aims latd down in the Action Frogram. Ita realisation depends on the
approval of the nation.

The Sacial Democratic Farty of Gernany s auided in its struggle by the
aims and tasks of democratic socialism as defined in the declaration adopted
by the Socialist International at Frankfurt/Main on July 3, 1951

Soctalists work for 6 world of peace and freedom, for a world in
which the exploitation and enslovement of men by men and peoples i
unknown, for a world in whidh the development of the individual
personality is the basis for the fruitful development of mankind.
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