WOMEN
CIVIL
INITIATIVES

QOver the last years in Russia the scope of cooperation and coordination between
the government institutions and gender-oriented public and political forces striv-
ing to ensure and protect women's rights has grown considerably, despite mul-
tiple hardships. Today, most non-governmental organizations are refusing to fol-
fow the obsolete pattern of relationship between authorities and non-govern-
mental groups, that is, a “belt-drive model”. Women's organizations are now
working independently and seeking for more productive dialogue with the State,
in which their role would not be limited to that of “a subordinate”, but that of an
equal partner. It was women's organizations who promoted the idea of a “need
demanded by society”, a very promising form of cooperation between authori-
ties and non-governmental organizations. After the range of such social needs
is identified and formulated by a regional government or the federal government
(which is more rare a case), women's organizations begin their activities to
address the problems of employment, professional training of women, promo-
tion of women business initiatives, prevention of drug abuse, alongside with
dedicatedly fighting violence, setting up shelters and crisis centers and pushing
for reform of the Russian army.
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«Russia is our homeland, our roots are here. So we must make this coun-
try a civilized one where freedom, dignity and personal safety should be uncon-
ditional values and norms of life.» That was a shared position of women who
joined a nation-wide social and political movement of Russia’'s women five
years ago. Today the Movement has branches in 54 regions of the Russian
Federation. The Movement also includes collective members like the Journalist
Women  Association, Kaliningrad  non-governmental  organization
«Businesswomen», «Conversion and Women» non-governmental organization,
Ali-Russia Women Organization «Rural Women», independent human rights
organization «Lyubava» and many others.

The Women Movement of Russia is a nation-wide association with a solid
level of grass-rooting and networking; its members share common ideas and
abide to collective decisions focused on a strong protection and defense of
Russian women’s rights and social interests.

The current key objectives of the Movement's social and political activ-
ity include:
Protection of human rights and liberties.
Protection of women's rights as a inalienable and integral part of uni-
versal rights of a human being.
Protection of the int ts of family as a social unit called for provid-
ing most favourable environment for the life of an individual.
y and t of civil initiatives aimed at consolidating the
Civil Society.

THE WOMEN MOVEMENT OF RUSSIA
IS OPEN TO EVERYBODY WHO WANTS TO JOIN IT!

Ekaterina LAKHOVA, Ph. D.
(Political Sciences), author of
more than 100 studies on the role
and status of women in the
Russian Federation. Pediatrician
by professional background with
more than 10 years of practical
experience in healthcare system
of the Sverdlovsk region. She was
elected deputy of the RSFSR's
Soviet Supreme, where chaired
the Committee for the affairs of
women, protection of family,
; A mother and child. She is an expe-

rienced parliamentarian with over
10 years of legislative activity. In
1993-95 she chaired <Women of
Russia» fraction in the State Duma
of first convocation. In 1991 -~
1999 she was the chairperson of
the Commission for the affairs of
women, family and demography
under President of the Russian
Federation. Presently, she is
Deputy Chairperson of the State
Duma Committee on public associ-
ations and religious organizations,
and member of «The Fatherland -
All Russia» fraction.

Ekaterina Lakhova,
Chairwoman
Women Movement of Russia

-1 am deeply convinced that the true equality of rights, freedoms and
opportunities for men and women will be not achieved with decisions
“from above”, but predominantly through joint efforts of women’s organ-
izations in defending their interests in both the every-day life and the big
politics. Women should take a more active part in the implementation of
civil initiatives, in local self-governance, in the work with political parties,
governmental structures and institutions.



WE STAND FOR GENDER
ADVOCACY AND EDUCATION
IN SOCIETY

This area of the WMR's activity Is a priority N work-
shops, roundtable discussions and seminars were held with the aim to
vy te for the pressing need for changes in the social and economic
tatus of Russl

Svetiana AIVAZOVA

Member of the WMR Coordination Counell,
Chief Researcher, Institute for Comparative

§ Political Studies of the Russian Academy of

| Science, Ph. D. (Political Sciences). Author of
more than 200 publications on problems of
women movement and gender education.

— At a slow pace, but consistently, gender knowl-
edge and expertise are gaining terrain within Russian
society. The Movement was perhaps the only social
grouping which has been consistently lobbying and
pushing for societal changes in the patriarchal atti-
tudes towards women. Situation and case analysis
and evaluation have been another important area of
the Movement's activity. Research and studies organ-
ized by WMR have addressed problems of the transi-
tion from a declarative recognition of equity of rights
between men and women to a policy of actual provi-
sion of equality, rights, freedoms and opportunities.

Olga KHASBULATOVA

Head of the WMR reglonal b , Vice
Rector on Research of the Ivanovo State
University, Ph.D (History)

- Gender education is a key activity of our branch.
As part of such activities we publish an analytical bul-
letin «Woman in Russian Societys, we also organize
workshops and roundtable discussions. Gender edu-
i1 cation programmes have been developed to target var-
ious groups of population.

OUR ACTIVITIES

In November 1998, an all-Russia women
conference entitled «From Equal Rights to
Equal Opportunities» was held in Moscow as
part of commemoration of the 90th anniver-
sary of the First All-Russia Women's
Congress. The Conference brought together
over 1,200 delegates from 65 regions, who
analyzed historic experiences and discussed
present-day tasks of the women’s movement
and problems to solve in order to ensure real
equity and participation of women in the elec-
tion campaigns. The Conference aiso
reviewed questions of women's employment
and training, protection of mother and child.
By number of participants and depth of analy-
sis of the status of women in Russian socie-
ty the Conference proved to be similarly rep-
resentative as it was 90 years ago, and might
be regarded as another all-Russia congress
of women. The motto of the Conference —
«from equality of rights to equality of oppor-
tunities — has clearly identified the women
movement's goal in the short run.
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In December 2000 Moscow hosted an national forum dedicated to the 20th
anniversary of ratification by this country of the UN Convention on the Elimination
of Ali Forms of Discrimination against Women.

The Forum was attended by over 1,500 representatives of 66 Russia's
regions, including 130 non-governmental organizations (85 women's organiza-
tions), as well as government officials, human rights activists, leaders of politi-
cal parties represented in the parliament, prominent politicians, academics and
mass media workers. Of particular relevance was the attendance of leaders of all
maijor political parties and parliamentary groups. The Forum formulated and
approved a Statement to the President of the Russian Federation.

In May 2000 the Women Movement, supported by the State Duma Committee
on public associations and refigious organizations, initiated parliamentary hear-
ings into measures needed for the implementation of the principle of equal rights
and equal opportunities for women and men stated by Article 19 (3) of the
Constitution of the Russian Federation. Over 100 NGO leaders from 45 regions,
alongside with executive and legislative authorities, researches, experts and
political analysts, took part in the hearings.




FROM EQUALITY OF RIGHTS TO
EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITIES

The Women’ Movement has become
one of the most active subjects of law-
making process. During the last five
years the Movement’s participants
have been emphasizing the need to
adopt a federal law that would provide
state guarantees for implementing
equal rights and equal opportunities for
men and women. Now a draft bill is in
place.

Among other things, the draft law
contains guarantees for equal rights
and equal opportunities for men and
women in the following fields:

* in exercising the electoral right,
that it, the right to elect and be elected
to the organs of state power;

* in having access to the state serv-
ice, including formation of government
and other authorities;

In March 2002 a «Women and Authorities» dialogue was held at the State
Duma. V. Matvienko, A. Pochinok, M. Zurabov, V. Vasiliev, A. Surinov, G. Raikov,
V. Volodin, V. Pekhtin, A. Lotariov, E. Lakhova, E. Ershova, as well as over 200
leaders of women NGOs from 48 Russian regions attended the gathering. cases of massive dismissal of workers;

* in the field of labour, including

* in the field of social security;
employment contracts; staffing policies
in the enterprises of all forms of prop-
erty.

The final say rests now with the leg-
islative authority.




WE STAND FOR
COOPERATION WITHWOMEN’S
ORGANIZATIONS

Partnership with other non-governmental organizations is an area of particular
importance for the WMR. The Movement takes an active part in shaping a com-
mon network of interaction between non-governmental organizations. The need
to do that is obvious: coordination of joint efforts to achieve equality of oppor-
tunities for men and women, improve the social status of Russian women, pro-
tect the interests of family and children. The Charter of Women Solidarity, which
approval was initiated by the WMR, has become a basic document for coopera-
tion. Today the Charter was signed by 300 women'’s organizations of Russia and
many women's organizations from Ukraine, Belarus, Poland, Bulgaria and
Germany acceded to it.

A WMR delegation
attended sessions

of the European Parliament.

Tatyana SHIPULO

WMR tional P Coordinat Ph.
D. (Mistory), author of over 50 publications on
I tional t. Presently she

holds the position of Vice-Rector in the
International Institute for Advertising.

- Following the principle of partnership and coop-
eration, the Movement is expending international links
through establishing contacts with the Conservative
Party’s Women Group (Britain), female-parliamentari-
ans from Germany and France. In recent years the
WMR has established close contacts with the
Germany's Association of Educational Institutions, a
major organization addressing the problems of politi-
cal education. WMR delegations made several visits
to the European Parliament and the European
Commission to brief the legislative and executive
authorities of the European Union on the status of
women in Russia.







