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ABSTRACT

The mutual understanding between Jordan and the Benelux
countries has always been based on the belief that both sides have
been trying to a chieve a comprehensive peace in the Middle East
region.

The economic relationship between the two sides started in
the early sixties. Jordan signed economic agreements with the
Netherlands in 1976 and the B.L.E.U. in 1978 designed to promote
cooperation.

The trade relations between Jordan and the Benelux Union
remaind small in size during the seventies, but it picked up at the
beginning of the eighties to reach a value exceeding JD 10 million.
The trade deficit was huge in favour of Benelux countries, and
was caused by the full dependence on exporting Jordanian raw
materials such as (phosphate and potash) and importing the
semi-finished and finished products to help accelerate the
development process in Jordan.

The diversification of the Jordanian exports (including raw
materials such as phosphate and potash) will have a positive effect
on decreasing Jordan's trade deficit and will continuously help
increase the volume of trade between the two sides.

Trade relations have not been the only avenue for
cooperation between the parties. The Benelux countries have also
supported Jordan financially through loans and grants especially
during and after the Gulf crisis in 1990.

Jordan has striven to create a suitable investment climate to

AY




iyl
dpnlt (1

HETR L LTI TEPRIEC R PEY| PRUNE U POt [
S ¢ LS Loaladl Lonaall o Lol L gpaay Loatilll
oY) = olas « VAT, Lad gl bl

irtiadly gl gyl il ¥ (5S40 i) (¥
ANAY bl yally & lasd] 3550

isladly Teliaall 3,15 sium Sl 50,91 5,03 cplucss LoaslaaS (¥

it elatliaal oyl o glaidl Lypmae sl asll 3,055 (8
e yadia

Goadiie i claglas a3, (0

it laa ygaliasa¥l o glasll L yuse 3 Laslly Leliwall 3,05, (3
Sl sad claslaa

plaestd Ly iaad) Ltloaad) 5 yutill ialad) osloLuaa ¥l 3,50 (¥
SVAAY-AAAA

3o Laild Ll Ltlema ¥ 3 bl alad) cleleaa ) 3,50 (A
AAY-NAAA pl e Ta a1

VA=Y LueLasa Y1y Labasad) Ladll a2l 3,05, (8

Vosdiia yué wlilaal daluadl 5,05y (V.

Ao

encourage national and international investments or joint ventures
in Jordan by providing investment incentives based on the
encouragement investment laws. These laws have given more
privileges to projects of the private sector.

In the field of Industry, there are still chances to enhance
cooperation in this field by establishing joint industrial ventures
between the private sectors in Jordan and Benelux countries to
take advantage of the Jordanian investment laws, the low cost of
labour the availability of highly trained and qualified professional
labour, in addition to Jordan's geographic location in the region.
The level of tourism relations has been satisfactory as five
thousand people visited Jordan annually. Their expenditures
contributed to covering some part of the deficit in the balance of
trade.

Also, the peace process in the region will have a positive
effect by promoting the potential for future cooperation in the
field of tourism through the increase in the number of visitors .
and launching joint ventures in tourism industries.

On the cultural level, there are some proposed agreements
by the Jordanian side to develop thesé relations through research
institutions, universities, information centres and inhabitants of

these countries.
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