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Dear Colleagues and Friends,  

  

In recent days the United Nations was the focus of the global public. Its 70th 
General Assembly was attended by the highest number of heads of states ever, 
among them the most prominent and powerful. For the first time, the world 
community unanimously adopted a common global agenda for development. With 
the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda politicians, civil society, corporations 
and academia worldwide agreed upon 17 common goals as a reference point for 
all policies. And the time frame is clear as it is ambitious: 15 years only. 

After the intense preparations for this "mega" summit, one could expect the UN 
community in New York to take a break to recharge batteries. But there seems to 
be no time for "decompression". The new and burning issue is implementation: 
How will these goals be translated into national policies? Who will push for 
implementation? Who makes accessible the data necessary to monitor progress 
and backlashes? What are the mechanisms needed at the local, national and 
international level? Will the required funds be made available? What role will civil 
society and social movements play in holding governments accountable? The 
Agenda 2030 is holistic and comprehensive: what does that mean for the 
institutional set up at the UN and at the national level? 

Great efforts were needed to unanimously adopt the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). Greater efforts will be needed to make them happen by 2030. 

These are extremely dynamic and inspiring times. I consider myself particularly 
lucky to have been assigned to the office of the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES) at 
the United Nations in New York. Having started in the early days of October, it is a 
privilege to present you UN in Focus, the latest news brief of the New York Office, 
as its Executive Director. As always you will find here news on our activities in the 
recent weeks as well as the announcement of one of our coming events, a meeting 
on the Challenges of the Ratification, Accession and Implementation of the Arms 
Trade Treaty in Africa. 

Personally, I look forward to multiple interactions with our readers and partners. 
The team at FES New York would love to hear your feedback and suggestions, 
and hopes that the news brief makes for informative reading. 

Wishing you a happy UN Day on October 24th, 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MtCqGvjAJBjisHMgqv7ejEdkcD_8kb5W0lXQKEOyW04Xp3n77rzGqmoHvEumCsNa3jCa6xbY8Dwj6geMIBLTmCM8aeXCyg-RmTKoaHEbnmQ4Vcdcr-KEA8NzpNjcNtQJvHCk6LDVDcHrgAMwEd-Cy7Oc6aMT91fp4lQol9ouAVQ3A4xd_whedeTaiy3UYqLBQjHJnmoBZQVkGeT97HrXmiskUCX1g3evscfIEY_QSXtNpc2ttc73Nm2zewEWNdjhzgVDMpWaO9_RJxb4JVmTUTYBMCQ5CVKDXWAZVjQ7RuymG4Zdx4tCL1iqHhzxe1X0Tv4X8y_Q_8znG4Z9c0GxIBVnw7fJ9h4MFEseP1_KpPsIGfF_tbrSKl4QsZFvGN04&c=L-LjY3s_-Oxd4troGUOua5oHfR10a1xacRjpEPkKVlcppMoZxZ3-7g==&ch=KxAyu5NUuUh16TFSp5AO17Vb2WTYLbUBGKt86KCwTaUHLKWOPaoVmg==


 
 
 

Bettina Luise Rürup 
Executive Director 
Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung - New York Office  

 

Upcoming Event: "ATT Ratification, Accession and 
Implementation in Africa: Challenges and Opportunities" 

Thursday, 29 October 2015, 1:15 to 2:30 pm 
United Nations Headquarters, CB CR-9 
UN badge required 
  
FES New York, together with a group of partner organizations, will co-sponsor a 
side event during this year's UN's First Committee Session. Invited diplomats and 
arms control experts will discuss how states, international and regional 
organizations, and NGOs can work together towards increasing the number of 
Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) states parties in Africa. The debate will also explore 
already existing tools for ATT-implementation, and related cooperation and 
assistance activities. 

 Program  

  
Past Event: "Confronting the Crisis of Global Governance" 
      
September 28, 2015 
Columbia University 

Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, New York Office was a co-sponsor of this high-level conference. 
The conference coincided with the first day of the UN General Assembly's General 
Discussion and dealt with a specific package of reforms to overcome the crisis of global 
governance. The package is based on the Report of the Commission on Global Security, 
Justice and Governance, Confronting the Crisis of Global Governance, published in June 
2015. 
 
Program  
Download Report 
Background Paper on Natural Resource Governance  
  
  

 

  

Past Event: "Development Cooperation and Partnerships for 
Delivering Decent Work" 
      

September 25, 2015  
United Nations Headquarters, Delegates' Dining Room 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MtCqGvjAJBjisHMgqv7ejEdkcD_8kb5W0lXQKEOyW04Xp3n77rzGquqP2yCo_sbvccyS-971bhdETKwMcR-vvd_JXfgHhDcaIEb2KySzOF4V1I2cxLTcbGhdhbye0deMxfDDDSD8p2vumyRmJGJPYD4MbKCQ1QLyJypy-62XsfYF09fTW3bIehhxgxyvp735LqgNPBqtSJd1g9GkS7UdfFX2lI_bG83JPwb9POeUhusnWtELz490a5jP695uCmrROAUokNVRqmvpTyWuNislMqWCnzs8gDEV-noooluu8mbzFrWJEI38gPaA8zFZrcfPFUu4nVMYtZ2H_jzes1Z3Of151JBhqBj1vmp3PvopgacpXNqZmqpxnBjPIdAW5rM4vq7ezA0wI8cjlWM3k9icy-biEtSX0RNUN0cVe8DZq9whDeXWxLzE0TcwxbrcstB5j0VXj6Bd1e2GaVz4BltpI4H3R4hr10D6fWn9Y2w_iI6a5aDC29Mmvw==&c=L-LjY3s_-Oxd4troGUOua5oHfR10a1xacRjpEPkKVlcppMoZxZ3-7g==&ch=KxAyu5NUuUh16TFSp5AO17Vb2WTYLbUBGKt86KCwTaUHLKWOPaoVmg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MtCqGvjAJBjisHMgqv7ejEdkcD_8kb5W0lXQKEOyW04Xp3n77rzGqgqz6pMmbJrRqbD6SNphuf-5WqZbGwzQFfizjO7O3D6m0TL2_N8rYLNFwDoViIHZ6atDIZqPVH7NYBejOIbB0TPtRgYqWo62l23eazk49PiN2URmxKS98SS9J7ueTEj90BI1Sm2-EjUkKhSxtnYBDiPxMghnpih47aibo9CVwpm17v89puNYte1GQogrn1uq32TH64pmjkMQj9qN6S4vdEgrT1kO5qPrsuejDSzWTjyRi7Mq8HXGTejjjf-id8UXflqN1bURUA88R5t-5Aixh-zz28YVksnTmSgsHgXk2ggGtIaz8meOF61qLZLNikZFFrBbPe2YWEJhYz9JiW7_aRKplDHXJpkTX-QITQ54bWps8OBZl79JYLY=&c=L-LjY3s_-Oxd4troGUOua5oHfR10a1xacRjpEPkKVlcppMoZxZ3-7g==&ch=KxAyu5NUuUh16TFSp5AO17Vb2WTYLbUBGKt86KCwTaUHLKWOPaoVmg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MtCqGvjAJBjisHMgqv7ejEdkcD_8kb5W0lXQKEOyW04Xp3n77rzGqgqz6pMmbJrR09_mHZXstLRStDmCLsO6iuX5E7_BTuv3v1piIXNGC5BwMQVA1rp-gaX6sYtKr9DrJihUOElYEXqWmB_H7RvZlUfNoSQyVbpor2j1BVdV_MMiQkHjgYRz5wSmavQY5lNpMIs2Lp5oobmVSGrSNYrUEgrOv7OkksD2Mc_okVV-7aypvi4lxaU9mfufd57ElTSblAOKgrEXElEsqdyVhv3JtSt1HoQo11WixR1ZJeKTE8YjOFv5Z2RhHHtYMpekT2mHgRCp6-6Lrd4rFJhhtKul26Ie3g91WAqv7zaR6W3bjJ75krVtDNQTwDT0w-gbWPhkr2LurhC85YsyWky4zBtEnIJ4aiDG9v3zLtwM7LOYuNgwhKLsei74rSpKXmVsImhOHvpJfLOsLwHx7OsKqviu0WhzjX4PAfr_JbcTEcp3FjbaAFs9C3_ykfB0LGRDiFe1&c=L-LjY3s_-Oxd4troGUOua5oHfR10a1xacRjpEPkKVlcppMoZxZ3-7g==&ch=KxAyu5NUuUh16TFSp5AO17Vb2WTYLbUBGKt86KCwTaUHLKWOPaoVmg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MtCqGvjAJBjisHMgqv7ejEdkcD_8kb5W0lXQKEOyW04Xp3n77rzGqgqz6pMmbJrR8APYet-o83WpGiMyJCXPBSP3l1dHqanLoHBN0cnkhsS4BmW2thNZwkrzj6cV1u1N9zvW8szn-lW2W09c-7VH55WgHQK7phuSKXaLkeREXcRrhmMn0mu67NpwNWYVKSHAx60zMr5e3w2wCdJ1JudJvmgCPkfjwPCTGTnFq0kxK5PnxmyPpQT2y-fH-B139l4Q1XfNYRYqHNNaEyWGIqsmfPfIt_zWQh2Q_Voq-LvcSFtLY_KUxWbhipPgQPUGSNMg2J_oB3xbM7j8S53o-PQF43dMLC7_UL1Ri3jAI0PPEW7bYLGI9fdWvWCWg5s7l-tdIGvp1VcPo4A5AF1uUNGF94zdBf0HElz8ceIrwHaGkU1pt54KDlytoFqKnU77cnhw35fF9LEqEY0qK_Y_YkhPtGLDNHLGqT8ef7_N9TnmQxm5WYYPkE8P6OoNi13X1aytR_ElaMSqLZ5rvXFtaLZu8A==&c=L-LjY3s_-Oxd4troGUOua5oHfR10a1xacRjpEPkKVlcppMoZxZ3-7g==&ch=KxAyu5NUuUh16TFSp5AO17Vb2WTYLbUBGKt86KCwTaUHLKWOPaoVmg==


The Group of Friends of Decent Work was established by UN Member States in 
September 2014 to serve as an intergovernmental platform to promote decent 
work issues in the Post 2015 Development Agenda. Over the last year the Group 
has held briefings, informal consultations and exchanges and worked in various 
international fora to advance decent work in the international agenda. 
On 25 September 2015, the first day of the UN Sustainable Development Summit 
2015, a high-level interactive dialogue was held by the Group along with the ILO. 
The executive director of the New York office of Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung was 
invited to be part of the dialogue on goal 8 of the envisaged 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development. Goal 8 calls for the international community to "promote 
sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth and full and productive 
employment and decent work for all". The new agenda challenges the Member 
States, the UN System and other stakeholders to address the global jobs 
challenge of creating decent work, boosting economic growth while tackling 
poverty and inequality and encouraging the transition to a more sustainable 
economy by 2030. 
 

Past Event: "International Conference: Global Platform on 
Participation and Protest" 
      

Tuesday, September 22, 2015   
Open Society Foundations, New York 

In recent years the world's people have turned to protest in increasing numbers, 
highlighting a failure of political representation in virtually every kind of political 
system. This September, as the United Nations celebrates its 70th Anniversary 
and activists look back on the fourth Anniversary of Occupy Wall Street, the 
trajectory of protests and government response remains a zero-sum game, with 
protesters growing more alienated from those who are supposed to represent their 
interests, and many governments rushing to suppress protest movements as 
threats to peace and security rather than pursuing a middle path toward real 
dialogue. Is the United Nations' Post-2015 Development Paradigm-our once-in-a-
generation commitment to development-really capable of addressing the 
grievances driving world protests? 

In this context, FES, Occupy the Media and Open Society Foundations have 
organized this international conference to launch a  Global Platform on 
Participation and Protest. The Global Platform hosts the interactive  World Protests 
Tool, which builds on research behind "World Protests 2006-2013" -subsequently 
expanded and refined in 2014- and brings it online for public use and engagement 
so that demands for meaningful political participation, economic justice, human 
rights, and the rights of groups, minorities and the environment can be 
documented, analyzed by journalists, scholars, and people in movements with 
online data-visualization tools and space for user-generated content and forum 
discussion. 
  
The conference keynote address was delivered by Amy Goodman, Host and 
Executive Producer for national, daily, independent, and award-winning news 
program, Democracy Now!. 

Download conference program 
Download backgrounder "Conceptualizing Protest and Conflict" 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MtCqGvjAJBjisHMgqv7ejEdkcD_8kb5W0lXQKEOyW04Xp3n77rzGqgqz6pMmbJrRIAqZ4XLJEPbqzTb4iNApK0aaYcAY8V9XKZbDsOzNPKvwHETzGFPz2n_t6-IEUZNImdQWQiuEfQStMGY8t4QBIY0f8hqDhuL7XEmgP9EWk1LSUcfktsA63-yhnhfyYcGf2sMoBFk_RoUekLee2MM8PdbtLih4REDWwuhLQ2ctycViHSlm-IU_Ypjk6Jeixc4DwVL1S93GW5R2cL-tz9BPPDcFqTmqay_uxXdLEB9rGrEliFVc-njY-417Rqp1XGS76ZmriHb_odrWkdciVEAa4EYAEQWYbSsgqMz3tSFgsHs=&c=L-LjY3s_-Oxd4troGUOua5oHfR10a1xacRjpEPkKVlcppMoZxZ3-7g==&ch=KxAyu5NUuUh16TFSp5AO17Vb2WTYLbUBGKt86KCwTaUHLKWOPaoVmg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MtCqGvjAJBjisHMgqv7ejEdkcD_8kb5W0lXQKEOyW04Xp3n77rzGqgqz6pMmbJrRIAqZ4XLJEPbqzTb4iNApK0aaYcAY8V9XKZbDsOzNPKvwHETzGFPz2n_t6-IEUZNImdQWQiuEfQStMGY8t4QBIY0f8hqDhuL7XEmgP9EWk1LSUcfktsA63-yhnhfyYcGf2sMoBFk_RoUekLee2MM8PdbtLih4REDWwuhLQ2ctycViHSlm-IU_Ypjk6Jeixc4DwVL1S93GW5R2cL-tz9BPPDcFqTmqay_uxXdLEB9rGrEliFVc-njY-417Rqp1XGS76ZmriHb_odrWkdciVEAa4EYAEQWYbSsgqMz3tSFgsHs=&c=L-LjY3s_-Oxd4troGUOua5oHfR10a1xacRjpEPkKVlcppMoZxZ3-7g==&ch=KxAyu5NUuUh16TFSp5AO17Vb2WTYLbUBGKt86KCwTaUHLKWOPaoVmg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MtCqGvjAJBjisHMgqv7ejEdkcD_8kb5W0lXQKEOyW04Xp3n77rzGqgqz6pMmbJrRIAqZ4XLJEPbqzTb4iNApK0aaYcAY8V9XKZbDsOzNPKvwHETzGFPz2n_t6-IEUZNImdQWQiuEfQStMGY8t4QBIY0f8hqDhuL7XEmgP9EWk1LSUcfktsA63-yhnhfyYcGf2sMoBFk_RoUekLee2MM8PdbtLih4REDWwuhLQ2ctycViHSlm-IU_Ypjk6Jeixc4DwVL1S93GW5R2cL-tz9BPPDcFqTmqay_uxXdLEB9rGrEliFVc-njY-417Rqp1XGS76ZmriHb_odrWkdciVEAa4EYAEQWYbSsgqMz3tSFgsHs=&c=L-LjY3s_-Oxd4troGUOua5oHfR10a1xacRjpEPkKVlcppMoZxZ3-7g==&ch=KxAyu5NUuUh16TFSp5AO17Vb2WTYLbUBGKt86KCwTaUHLKWOPaoVmg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MtCqGvjAJBjisHMgqv7ejEdkcD_8kb5W0lXQKEOyW04Xp3n77rzGqgqz6pMmbJrRIAqZ4XLJEPbqzTb4iNApK0aaYcAY8V9XKZbDsOzNPKvwHETzGFPz2n_t6-IEUZNImdQWQiuEfQStMGY8t4QBIY0f8hqDhuL7XEmgP9EWk1LSUcfktsA63-yhnhfyYcGf2sMoBFk_RoUekLee2MM8PdbtLih4REDWwuhLQ2ctycViHSlm-IU_Ypjk6Jeixc4DwVL1S93GW5R2cL-tz9BPPDcFqTmqay_uxXdLEB9rGrEliFVc-njY-417Rqp1XGS76ZmriHb_odrWkdciVEAa4EYAEQWYbSsgqMz3tSFgsHs=&c=L-LjY3s_-Oxd4troGUOua5oHfR10a1xacRjpEPkKVlcppMoZxZ3-7g==&ch=KxAyu5NUuUh16TFSp5AO17Vb2WTYLbUBGKt86KCwTaUHLKWOPaoVmg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MtCqGvjAJBjisHMgqv7ejEdkcD_8kb5W0lXQKEOyW04Xp3n77rzGqp-fntuAdaFpmRQxxiJzUI-WSMs0rx-lXmN_DjVsKNqYilZJbTkxLx78KM_u11QR9kz5RD9IMtL5A7hK-CUNqSAHiojCng-ClEdXvd8_Qz1BeOP-HmZHcKcaDCOyjLS9u11eOyrC2z_PzBkXC07v_0BIXjUi7IQCUD_lptF6XX5mMpKxtfTyo4AoukoY5mssiCotUVCIzjjIA3XExg1zU9eu8hza5bQgzaeLTW7aOvxrzGGpHIG0j8LNGK_9wdwpbyg9iYPlBkOQaHiXBcO7DVzrAH0mnDtPOvATVmyAEhGajpYhCjDRADq-5C-9Hvlti_ZCOO-k9hfAPL5yTXIqebEQfmCv-VagsejiaCaiGbAs3lerzfzieotQVgMYtq1QR1z4xSj70zXNWxCl-KuRaoQ=&c=L-LjY3s_-Oxd4troGUOua5oHfR10a1xacRjpEPkKVlcppMoZxZ3-7g==&ch=KxAyu5NUuUh16TFSp5AO17Vb2WTYLbUBGKt86KCwTaUHLKWOPaoVmg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MtCqGvjAJBjisHMgqv7ejEdkcD_8kb5W0lXQKEOyW04Xp3n77rzGqp-fntuAdaFpm0vi-o6XMi7K0rHYZtKIYKnqp5gzDdYWHA7TZeVmSH6DmUIML2_IV64BVaNlW9DKshgK5-N2bLk4yBD_DGVuSEx6OfRl_6p7s3Emw0DgbxbddEKW-uI7gEuDhoasBxCiXelkjdFXQIUN01NkklHXqDFCmVcmzZdpTLBID2Q_mz_4XMOYJ61YAhhE-bYw6rOTYWUDW8w-szqFIF6yVDg_2_P-g1aXSereBOE4xNxMMbqizh8oA14o3LxhGnnMT4RjwTdnYvG0wxieVclYv8jtXRqUlE0bqLE3cZl18sTw34g-NXlXgU8eoq35DJWGC2l7tBLehtTCwCEevq4HnyY0uABf4rVWTE6zEDQEiBzSm3ppzCs4J0GmEfaRAdLoSk_K85JP5AB9p1XUoK9IUyP0zWgpoBA4iGX5&c=L-LjY3s_-Oxd4troGUOua5oHfR10a1xacRjpEPkKVlcppMoZxZ3-7g==&ch=KxAyu5NUuUh16TFSp5AO17Vb2WTYLbUBGKt86KCwTaUHLKWOPaoVmg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MtCqGvjAJBjisHMgqv7ejEdkcD_8kb5W0lXQKEOyW04Xp3n77rzGqgqz6pMmbJrRwY5yFCQZCxYfYRTrkyFj-DHRlcYRZ3d6UYBr6yBrdxiaWbBRLxB1EwaGlKKKHuJyjPSzT_RAY78ArkEFvnrEyz8C-VKIt6JUzy3KexRv6mXcs2uQsDIcHve441wCuQk-0_L-Ss-UhEoCSo9y-qOzlPaqDpRYBREz78T6OGo8E_WVKGjKr5zc8-7OI9FLO081fuUhJJL7ofc_1Wgxfefet0xcd0rk3fgSybfCAKuSQlTy-dRyLrKlAQaBKRmQhYfX6icreYJrqaatsV9Q6JMp6sixLAilgVpOIQndIP-cYCrM_vTTDN84TTfix1gYkk9gAGL-jcQNw1Y=&c=L-LjY3s_-Oxd4troGUOua5oHfR10a1xacRjpEPkKVlcppMoZxZ3-7g==&ch=KxAyu5NUuUh16TFSp5AO17Vb2WTYLbUBGKt86KCwTaUHLKWOPaoVmg==


Download working paper "World Protests 2006-2013" 
Executive Summaries available in English, Spanish, French, German and Russian 
 

 

 

Past Event: "The Responsibility to Protect at Ten: Perspectives 
and Opportunities" 
      
September 9, 2015 
United Nations Headquarters, Delegates Dining Room 1-3 

Ten years have passed since UN Member States committed themselves to the 
responsibility to protect (RtoP) populations from genocide, war crimes, crimes 
against humanity, and ethnic cleansing. To discuss the normative and conceptual 
advancement of RtoP, FES New York in cooperation with the International 
Coalition for the Responsibility to Protect (ICRtoP) and the Stanley Foundation, 
hosted a luncheon on September 9, 2015. Introductory remarks were delivered by 
Dr. Jennifer Welsh, Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on the Responsibility 
to Protect. Erin Mooney, Senior Protection Adviser, United Nations, Protection 
Capacity (ProCap), spoke on the various protection challenges that arise from 
displacement due to the risk or commission of atrocities. Alexandra Hiniker, 
Representative to the United Nations; PAX, addressed the relationship between 
arms control and atrocities prevention. Dr. Alex Bellamy, Director of the Asia-
Pacific Centre for the Responsibility to Protect, shared his recommendations on 
the rise of violent extremism and the challenges it poses to more traditional, state-
centered interpretations of the RtoP norm. 
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MtCqGvjAJBjisHMgqv7ejEdkcD_8kb5W0lXQKEOyW04Xp3n77rzGqgqz6pMmbJrR9Gqw_SqomLhGgflK76XEOrPAgLBeTJA1sCPWRXv7zd_aB-pChsPFY58qqu_WoFuGfKvMsIy0P49XRslOk3-sQkTQTE34qNA1aWNG725MU5mDQFXJ2wGbCSDosAFN1e4yWFwjfxQcFS2NTgTyNToXCPtR9xI1Hcl_eOck6a3bhE3Uq_bP2DW7bSFYooVR-1jFDZNfGkp_cQh8a0P7H68P1eRuJTrkZWNyXUGxMA-wUGt5cVmKRKjyFI4rDTallfdoFqB1AIQbFLGUqr_irVdEM1h7sEyPephHj2fj9ZxXJ0zl8G4NeV9RA4VQRVVjUjHdwV46DLU2Ex61-SXxaqGCv3gJv_w7O3EHvFSq-FRgk34Wt6I68Bumwe2QqFB-30kO79IKg--K76A=&c=L-LjY3s_-Oxd4troGUOua5oHfR10a1xacRjpEPkKVlcppMoZxZ3-7g==&ch=KxAyu5NUuUh16TFSp5AO17Vb2WTYLbUBGKt86KCwTaUHLKWOPaoVmg==
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