UN in Focus Newsbrief

BERT

NO. 8/2010

Quick Links

FES NY Events

FES NY Publications

More About Us

New York Office

December 2010

Dear Friends,

This is the last issue of our "UN in Focus" Newsbrief for 2010. Let
me first draw your attention on a FES Perspective publication that
was authored by Thomas G. Weiss on the pitfalls and promises of
reforming the UN: "ECOSOC is Dead, Long Live ECOSOC"

Further below we are delighted to report back about our annual
capacity building program for young policy analysts, which
included a debate with Michelle Bachelet in her new capacity as
head of the United Nation's gender entity UN Women. And in
December, FES New York together with the Chair of the UN's
Peacebuilding Commission organized a debate on the
mobilization of resources for peacebuilding. Yet neither resource
mobilization nor agreements are sufficient as long as the political
will for a lasting peace is in doubt. Sudan's Comprehensive Peace
Agreement that will expire in 2011 is a case in point. We will
conclude our series of discussion events at the UN with an expert
panel on the referendum for secession of South Sudan.

We wish you very happy holidays and a peaceful and successful
2011!

With all best wishes from New York,

k.

Werner Puschra
Director
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung - New York Office
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Recent Events

Fifth FES Fall Academy "Understanding the United Nations"

Also this year, from November 15 - 19, FES New York hosted its annual Fall Academy. 17 young
policy analysts from Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Middle East came to New York to learn
hands-on about the work of the United Nations. Throughout the week, participants met with UN
diplomats, Secretariat, and NGO experts to discuss the UN's work on peace and security issues,
the MDGs, and the organization's most recent reform initiatives. The group also had a meeting
with the newly appointed UN Under-Secretary-General of UN Women, Michelle Bachelet
(center).

Program

"Uniting for Peacebuilding: Synergies Between the PBC and the World Bank in
Mobilizing Resources and Coordinating Policies"

On December 3, FES New York and the Permanent Mission of Germany organized a discussion
on the relationship between the United Nation's Peacebuilding Commission (PBC) and the
World Bank. By revisiting some of the joint experiences of the first five years of the existence of
the Peacebuilding Commission, the debate highlighted comparative advantages of the two
bodies and how they can best be utilized in mobilizing resources and coordinating policies for
sustainable peace-building.

Program
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Upcoming Events
Please note that all events are by invitation only, unless otherwise announced.

"Referendum in Sudan: Crack-up or Peace?"

The people of Sudan's South will vote in a referendum on 9 January 2011 to determine the
region's future status, with independence widely seen as a probable outcome. The UN Mission
in Sudan is gearing up to prevent an immediate violent break-up of Sudan after the referendum,
but the risk of renewed violence is real. For what contingencies should the international
community be prepared? What and who can sustain a new, independent state in South Sudan
in terms of development, infrastructure, and public administration? Politically, what challenges
will other African states and the African Union face if the referendum leads to new state
formation? On December 17th, the FES New York and the Century Foundation will host a
lunchon discussion to explore the imminent contingencies and long-term consequences, and to
discuss the various options for UN action to prevent the outbreak of further violence.

Program
FES Publication "Sudan and Somalia - Linchpins on the Horn of Africa"
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