










The Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung
The Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung1, or FES, was founded in 1925 as a political legacy of Germany´s first 
democratically elected President, Friedrich Ebert, who died in that year. Ebert, a Social Democrat of 
humble origins, had risen to hold the highest office in his country dispite considerable opposition 
from his political adversaries. He assumed the burden of the presidency in a country which was crisis 
ridden following its defeat in World War I. His own personal experience led him to propose the esta-
blishment of a foundation with a threefold aim:

to further a democratic, pluralistic political culture by means of political education for all •	
classes of society.
to facilitate access to higher education for gifted young people by providing scholarships.•	
to contribute to international understanding and co-operation in order to avert a fresh •	
outbreak of war and violent conflicts wherever possible.

Today, the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung is a political non-profit making, public-interest institution com-
mitted to the principles and basic values of social democracy in its educational and policy-oriented 
work.

Development Co-operation
In the Foundation´s offices in Africa, Asia, Laitn America and Oceania approximately 80 German staff 
and 600 local nationals are involved in projects in the fields of economic and social development, 
socio-political education and information, the media and communication and in providing advisory 
services.

The Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung sees its activities in the developing countries as a contribution to:
the improvement of political and social frameworl conditions•	
the democratisation of social structure•	
enhancement of developing countries´position in the International Trade arrangements•	
the empowerment of women and the promotion of gender•	
the strenghening of free trade unions•	
the improvement of communication and media structures•	
regional and international media co-operation•	
regional co-operation between states and interest groups•	
the resolution of the North-South conflict•	

This calendar is intended to provide not only an individual tool for purposes of time planning but also 
a day-to-day handbook for quick reference on issues that may be of interest to the people in Eastern 
Africa and to those who are politically active.

	 1   Stiftung is the German word for „foundation“
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North-South Dialogue: Julius 
Nyerere, former President of 
the United Republic of Tanza-
nia and Willy Brandt, former 
Chancellor of the Federal 
Republic of Germany

Willy Brandt:
„International co-operation is 
far too important to be left to 
governments alone.“


