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Dear Reader (s), 

W
elcome to our eighth issue of 
the YLTP Newsletter published 
by the FES-Tanzania office. The 
publication of this issue shows 

our commitment and fulfils the promise I 
made to keep you updated about the YLTP 
as well as about other developments taking 
place here at FES in Tanzania with regard to 
leadership and development topics.

The YLTP VIII is progressing well; about six 
regular sessions have been held so far including 
the summer school, which took place in July, 
2009. The trainees gathered at the Kibaha 
Conference Hall, in the Coast Region, for a 
five day intensive training program!

Dear Reader, the beneficiaries of our top-notch 
program are steadily establishing themselves 
as leaders in various institutions, from political 
parties to trade unions, and from non-
governmental organizations to media houses. 
Mr. Beno Malisa, for instance, is currently 
holding the national vice-chairmanship of the 
ruling Chama Cha Mapinduzi (CCM) Youth 
League. This is a senior post that will allow 
him to share the same table and rub shoulders 
with the top ranking officials of the ruling 
party, while pursuing the mission towards the 
vision of the ruling party. 

Mr. Malisa is not the only one who is currently 
holding senior political leadership position. In 
February 2009 another former YLTP trainee, 
Mr. Juma Said Sanani, was elected a member 
of the National Governing Council, National

Executive Committee, as well as Director for 
Organization and Elections in the Civic United 
Front (CUF).

The first challenge of Mr. Sanani was to 
organize and spearhead his party’s campaign 
during the Magogoni constituency by-election. 
Although not winning the constituency, CUF 
demonstrated firm democratic maturity by 
accepting defeat. These are democratic values 
that need to be demonstrated by all during 
elections, especially the forthcoming general 
elections in 2010.

Dear Reader, I would also like to share with 
you my concerns about the negative impact 
of corruption in our society. This is a serious 
problem all over the world, and not only in 
Tanzania. Corruption is known to happen 
everywhere; there are corruption cases in 
rich countries as well as in countries where 
resources are scarce and limited, like Tanzania.     

However, the consequences of corruption in 
countries with a strong system of rule of law 
and stable economies are not as significant 
for social development as in so-called 
developing countries. In developing countries, 
corruption is a major obstacle to the path of 
development; it is a hindrance to social services 
such as education, health and infrastructure. It 
affects particularly the poor people as it diverts 
precious and scarce resources from those social 
services. 

Corruption is a symptom of bad governance; 
it harms democratic participation and a just 
distribution of social services to the population. 
It excludes most of the population from an 
equal distribution of resources. It is a crime. To 
curb all its diverse negative effects, it must be 
fought from all angles.

The YLTP program aims at nurturing a cadre 
of socially responsible as well as ethically 
committed young leaders who should be ready 
to fight corruption and certainly not to abuse 
public office for personal gains. 
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We praise the Government’s decision to 
file court cases against public servants and 
politicians for abuse of office as a sign that 
the strife against corruption is fully supported 
by the highest office in the country. It is 
in this regard that I urge the current and 
former trainees, whistle blowers and critical 
citizens to join their efforts and support the 
institutions that are in the front line in fighting 
corruption.

Dear Reader, our core mission at the Friedrich-
Ebert-Stiftung (FES) is to foster democracy and 
social development. For us, there is no doubt 
that one of the defining pillars of democracy is 
the holding of free and fair elections. 

As we head for the 2010 general elections 
both in Tanzania Mainland and Zanzibar, we 
are hopeful that important social actors such 
as the media, political parties, and the election 
bodies, supported by the citizens in general, 
will play well their respective roles to make 
elections free and fair. 

I would also like to urge both young female 
and male leaders to take responsibility and 
be ready to stand for various leadership 
positions. I truly believe that the youth can 
become conscious LEADERS if given training, 
time and space to practice good and ethically 
committed leadership.

I am grateful to the team of trainers and tutors 
who have dedicated their valuable time, ideas, 
vision and resources to this unique program 
since its inception. I do appreciate their effort 
and commitment. I am also thankful to the 
FES staff who have been strong supporters of 
this program. 

Finally, I would like to invite partner 
organizations - civil societies, students’ and 
other non-governmental organizations, beside 
government institutions and the media, to 
contribute actively and to share their ideas 
with us on how we can further improve the 
YLTP program. Get in touch with us and let us 
know your recommendations and ideas.

Asante Sana

Peter Hªussler
Resident Director
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A word from the 
YLTP  Coordinator

Dear Reader,

L
et me start by welcoming our 
new readers to the Young Leaders 
Training Program Newsletter, a 
platform of its graduates and its 

spectrum of stakeholders. 

The current program started in February 
2009 and is now midway towards its 
conclusion. Our founding principles 
which remain to be our guiding ideals 
is to contribute to the building of a 
cadre of committed, ethical, diligent and 
meticulous leaders through education and 
training. 

Since the inception of the program 
about 9 years ago, more than 130 young 
leaders have gone through it. Among its 
beneficiaries occupy strategic spaces not 
only in the august House, the Tanzanian  
Parliament in Dodoma making laws and 
exercising oversight role on the Government 
but also in the Judiciary,  contemplating 
different interpretations of the laws, and in 
Non Governmental Organizations, etc.    

The current program has so far executed 
six regular sessions and one residential 
training program (summer school). It is 
gratifying that its participants have ex-
hibited particular qualities of potential 
dependable leaders with eagerness and 
group cohesion. 

It is in this regard that I urge the sponsor-
ing agent, the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung 
(FES) and the team of trainers and tutors 
to once again pull up resources together 
so as to nurture and mould these poten-
tial young leaders into eminence.

Dear Reader, my role as the program 
coordinator is to oversee and improve 
the YLTP program that it responds to 
contemporary leadership challenges. 

As a step towards achieving that 
objective, the YLTP curriculum has 
been creatively restructured to reflect 
more practical orientation, case studies 
analyses and inclusion of emerging 
topical issues of immediate application 
in the program.

Lastly, I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks to all stakeholders who in one 
way or the other have been part of this 
program either directly or indirectly in 
fulfilling our committments. 

Besides the team of trainers and tutors 
they include external resource persons, 
our host organizations the FES and their 
staffs that have tirelessly enabled the 
program to attain this milestone.

Prof. Max Mmuya
Coordinator-YLTP           

The YLTP program is designed 
to improve leadership skills 
among youth from various 
institutions in the country.
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