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Democracy needs democrats
Friedrich Ebert
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“National Commission 
for Civic Education 
Act, 2018”, the 
provinces may enact 
their civic education 
laws 

Po l i t i c a l  Pa r t i e s  and 
the  C i v i c  Educat ion

4. Legislation:
- Like the “National Commission for Civic Education 

Act, 2018”, the provinces may enact their civic 
education laws and provide generous resource to 
undertake civic education.

5. Parliamentary institutions:
- A special civic education desk should be set up in 

the National Assembly of Pakistan, Senate, 
provincial assemblies and local governments and 
the youth should be given an opportunity to watch 
the proceedings of these democratic institutions

6. Political parties:
- Political parties should set up their training 

academies for the political and civic education of 
their members.
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Pakistani Constitution 
Day (April 10) 
International Day of 
Democracy 
(September 15) 
International Day of 
Parliamentarism (June 
30) etc. should be 
celebrated in 
educational 
institutions

launched a program of Parliamentary Studies through the Pakistan 
Institute for Parliamentary Services.

The following suggestions may provide the basis for a solid strategy for 
the future:

Po l i t i c a l  Pa r t i e s  and 
the  C i v i c  Educat ion

1. Curriculum:   
- Compulsory civic education at the national and 

provincial levels should be included in the 
curriculum and textbooks.

- Compulsory courses in civic education should be 
included in the degree requirements.

2. Educational institutions:
- Educational institutions should make civic 

education an integral part of their extracurricular 
activities. Pakistani Constitution Day (April 10) 
International Day of Democracy (September 15) 
International Day of Parliamentarism (June 30) etc. 
should be celebrated in educational institutions.

- In the morning assembly of educational 
institutions, the fundamental rights given in the 
constitution should be explained.

3. For out-of-school citizens:
- Because not every young person in Pakistan is lucky 

enough to get a formal education. Therefore, civic 
education should be arranged for such youth 
through public service broadcast and youth 
counselors of local governments.
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5. Suggestions for political 
 parties

It is our sincere desire that the political parties consider 
provision of civic education as one of their priority for the 
sake of posterity. 

It is our sincere desire that the 
political parties consider provision 
of civic education as one of their 
priority for the sake of posterity. 
We hope that they will make a 
public pledge in this regard along 
with innovative ideas in their 
future election manifestos. 
We equally emphasize that it will 
be prudent if some kind of 
democratic consensus is also 
evolved on minimum common 
agenda on civic education. This 
will help broaden the ownership of 
vital endeavor.

There have been at least three 
instances of such consensus in the 
past which are mentioned as 
follows:

First: the “Charter of Democracy” 
that pledged creation of “National 
Democracy Commission” in 2006. 
Second: The Declarations of the 
16th and 17th Speaker’s 
Conferences. Third: unanimous 
adoption of the National 
Commission for Civic Education 
Act in 2018. Similarly, the 
National Assembly of Pakistan 

Po l i t i c a l  Pa r t i e s  and 
the  C i v i c  Educat ion

launched a program of Parliamentary Studies through the Pakistan 
Institute for Parliamentary Services.

The following suggestions may provide the basis for a solid strategy for 
the future:
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The United Nations 
established the UN 
Democracy Fund in 
2005 and later on 
declared September 
15 as the 
“International Day of 
Democracy”

and the Netherlands Institute for 
Multiparty Democracy (NIMD) 
are other examples. There is a 
culture of individual party 
institutes in Austria, France, 
Sweden, and Spain.

However, in Republic of 
Germany, political foundations 
(Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, Konrad 
Adenauer Stiftung, Friedrich 
Naumann Foundation for 
Freedom, Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung, 
Hanns Seidel Foundation, and 
Rosa Luxemburg Foundation 
etc.) are the oldest and play an 
important role in nurturing and 

Po l i t i c a l  Pa r t i e s  and 
the  C i v i c  Educat ion

shaping civil society by offering 
civic education. Besides these 
foundations, the Republic of 
Germany has a comprehensive 
system of civic education at 
schools. The German Parliament 
facilitates citizens’ visit and offer 
them information about these 
important institution.
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4. Different institutional  
 mechanisms for civic   
 education
Formal and informal educational systems are the best suited
to deliver civic education-as the young people get a chance
to learn about their democracy and governance system at an
early age.

Every country that cares for the 
health of its democracy and 
informed and active participation 
of citizens has devised and 
institutionalized some mechanisms 
to impart civic education. Formal 
and informal educational systems 
are the best suited to deliver civic 
education-as the young people get 
a chance to learn about their 
democracy and governance system 
at an early age.

Secondly, the United Nations 
established the UN Democracy 

Fund in 2005 and later on 
declared September 15 as the 
“International Day of Democracy”. 

The United States of America 
established the National 
Endowment for Democracy in 
1983. 

In the United Kingdom, the 
Westminster Foundation for 
Democracy was established in 
1992. 

The Korea Democracy Foundation 
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Civic
Education

Citizens

Institutions

and the Netherlands Institute for 
Multiparty Democracy (NIMD) 
are other examples. There is a 
culture of individual party 
institutes in Austria, France, 
Sweden, and Spain.

However, in Republic of 
Germany, political foundations 
(Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, Konrad 
Adenauer Stiftung, Friedrich 
Naumann Foundation for 
Freedom, Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung, 
Hanns Seidel Foundation, and 
Rosa Luxemburg Foundation 
etc.) are the oldest and play an 
important role in nurturing and 

shaping civil society by offering 
civic education. Besides these 
foundations, the Republic of 
Germany has a comprehensive 
system of civic education at 
schools. The German Parliament 
facilitates citizens’ visit and offer 
them information about these 
important institution.
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Global cooperation in 
the field of civic 
education is equally 
important. There is no 
one route to impart 
civic education.

the rulers accountable. Rather 
they easily become captive to 
rhetoric that is usually devoid of 
reason and are often lured 
towards emotive ideas of quick 
fixes.
 
If we care about the democratic 
future of Pakistan then we 
cannot ignore civic education. 
Similarly, we are also citizens of 
globalized world where nothing 
is ‘domestic’ anymore. Our 
actions, ideas and opinions are 
influenced and can influence 
others. Therefore, global 
cooperation in the field of civic 
education is equally important. 

There is no one route to impart 
civic education. In some 
countries, it is part of regular 
curriculum and co-curricular 
activities. However not every 
young person is lucky to be in 
the school therefore the route of 
youth and human rights policies 
may be equally important. 
Realizing the importance of Civic 
Education, the Federal 
Parliament passed the “National 
Civic Education Commission Act, 
2018” for Islamabad Capital 
Territory. The time has come to 
make an effort for the provincial 
civic education laws and 
required necessary steps.

Po l i t i c a l  Pa r t i e s  and 
the  C i v i c  Educat ion
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3. Why “civic education”?

Democracy is not a self-perpetuating machine. Every 
generation operates it in its own way and for that; they 
require knowledge, skills, and habits of heart that civic 
education can provide.

If we want to contribute to save 
the civilization, protect Pakistan 
and nurture human values, then 
civic education is vital. Presently it 
is missing in the educational diet 
being served in nation’s 
classrooms. The rote learning is 
definitely producing good or bad 
robots that could be labeled as 
doctors, engineers, managers, 
teachers, officers etc. Where we 
are failing is to inculcate values of 
active and effective citizenship. 
Majority of the graduates hardly 
know a word about the 

Constitution that is their social 
contract with the state, the system 
of governance, institutional design 
of federalism and the mandate of 
various institutions. They are 
confused and their responses are 
either overwhelming apathy or 
misdirected anger. 

In absence of socialization with 
the constitution and law, young 
people fail to appreciate due 
process and peaceful ways and 
means to influence public policy, 
advocate for their rights and hold 
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the rulers accountable. Rather 
they easily become captive to 
rhetoric that is usually devoid of 
reason and are often lured 
towards emotive ideas of quick 
fixes.
 
If we care about the democratic 
future of Pakistan then we 
cannot ignore civic education. 
Similarly, we are also citizens of 
globalized world where nothing 
is ‘domestic’ anymore. Our 
actions, ideas and opinions are 
influenced and can influence 
others. Therefore, global 
cooperation in the field of civic 
education is equally important. 

There is no one route to impart 
civic education. In some 
countries, it is part of regular 
curriculum and co-curricular 
activities. However not every 
young person is lucky to be in 
the school therefore the route of 
youth and human rights policies 
may be equally important. 
Realizing the importance of Civic 
Education, the Federal 
Parliament passed the “National 
Civic Education Commission Act, 
2018” for Islamabad Capital 
Territory. The time has come to 
make an effort for the provincial 
civic education laws and 
required necessary steps.
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Po l i t i c a l  Pa r t i e s  and 
the  C i v i c  Educat ion

Awami National Party’s (ANP) manifesto mentions 
civic education, promised establishment of a task force 
to review curriculum, check hate speech and culture of 
war and violence. It pledged to replace odd contents 
from the curriculum with lessons on peace, equality, 
religious tolerance, compassion, civil rights and civic 
education. The party supported restoration of student 
unions. It talked about creation of a better society 
through art and culture.

ANP

Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal (MMA) was the collective 
platform of religious parties and its manifesto 
supported restoration of student unions. Under 
educational reforms, the alliance called for the 
promotion of democratic values among the students. In 
the chapter on social reforms, it talked about mental, 
intellectual and moral training of youth, provision of 
healthy entertainment, imparting technical education 
and training. The MMA promised to issue ‘Youth 
Leadership Cards’ to reward young peoples’ societal 
contributions.

MMA

Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) promised 
special seats for youth in the National Assembly and 
the provincial assemblies. It talked about youth forums 
at local level to serve as a pressure group for reforms. 
Establishment of “Youth Development Centers” and 
libraries for youth at district level are also part of the 
manifesto. In curriculum and societal reforms, the party 
manifesto talks about basic human rights of citizens, 
counter religious extremism, hate speech and working 
with the community against terrorism.

MQM
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Po l i t i c a l  Pa r t i e s  and 
the  C i v i c  Educat ion

Following are the commitments made by major political parties in 2018:

Pakistan Muslim League-N (PML-N) promised 
increased representation of youth in democratic fora, 
the parliament and local governments. The party 
pledged to establish Youth Commissions from union 
council up to the national level. In terms of curriculum 
reforms, it said that they would promote critical 
thinking skills and moral values.

PMLN

Pakistan Tehrik-e-Insaf’s (PTI) manifesto 
acknowledged ‘youth bulge’ in the country. It 
suggested curriculum reforms to introduce compulsory 
communication and reasoning courses at university 
level. The manifesto pledged trainings through youth 
councilors at the lowest level. It also promised 
establishing youth and community challenge fund for 
political engagement. The party supported the idea of 
youth parliament besides research and learning 
internships.

PTI

Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) manifesto in its 
preamble pledged equal opportunities for the children 
and youth so that they can become active citizens and 
confidant part of the global community. They party 
promised to focus on social and emotional health and 
well-being of children. Promotion of open mindedness 
was also part of this promise. It contains a chapter 
‘Young Pakistan’ and pledged curriculum reforms to 
promote creativity, problem-solving skills, involvement 
in decision-making and collective community actions. 
The manifesto promised restoration of student unions 
and enhanced role of youth councilors in the local 
government. It does not specifically mention civic 
education but do talk about promotion of civic values 
like empathy, citizen’s engagement and critical 
thinking.

PPP
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2. Political parties’    
 pledges on civic    
 education
In the 2018 elections many political parties tried their 
electoral luck but only ten parties, two electoral alliances 
and some independents won seats in the 15th National 
Assembly of Pakistan. 

Political parties serves as ‘children 
of democracy’ and remain of 
paramount importance for 
nurturing, stabilizing, and 
developing democratic culture and 
norms. Besides their permanent 
foundational political documents, 
at the time of election they present 
their ‘manifestos’ to attract voters 
for their vision, programs, policies 
etc. Later on, these manifestos 
also become a benchmark to 
assess their performance in the 
corridors of power.

What were their pledges to the 
youth of Pakistan during the last 
election? In the 2018 elections 
many political parties tried their 
electoral luck but only ten parties, 
two electoral alliances and some 
independents won seats in the 
15th National Assembly of 
Pakistan. Only Awami National 
Party specifically talked about 
‘civic education’ in its manifesto. 
Other political parties offered 
different menus that are quite 
close to the ideas of civic 
education. 

Po l i t i c a l  Pa r t i e s  and 
the  C i v i c  Educat ion

Following are the commitments made by major political parties in 2018:
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Out of 120 million 
plus registered 
voters, 20.35 million 
are between the ages 
of 18-25. 

students unions is missing. We 
have media abundance besides 
public service broadcast but they 
allocate near to negligible time 
and space. However, almost all 
political parties have their 
students and youth wings but 
there too learning opportunities 
through study circles or proper 
trainings are rare. 

In absence of such dialogue, 
discussion and learning spaces, 
we are witnessing increased 
political intolerance and 
occasional resort to violence. 
This does not auger well for the 
future of democracy in a ‘youth 
bulge’ country. It is in this 
context that we are urging the 
political parties to pay attention 
on civic education. This paper 
builds a case for systematic and 
well-structured investment for 
the future and posterity i.e. by 
sowing the seeds of civility 
through dynamic civic education.

Po l i t i c a l  Pa r t i e s  and 
the  C i v i c  Educat ion
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1. Introduction

According to the Sixth Population Census conducted in 
2017, Pakistan is the country of youth. If we look from 
the prism of international definition of youth (15-24) 
39.05 million (20 %) of the total population of 207 
million are young. About 84 million (40 percent) are 
below 15-year.

According to the Sixth Population 
Census conducted in 2017, 
Pakistan is the country of youth. If 
we look from the prism of 
international definition of youth 
(15-24) 39.05 million (20 %) of 
the total population of 207 million 
are young. About 84 million (40 
percent) are below 15-year.  

At the age of 18, they get their 
right to vote and elect their 
representatives. The number of 
registered voters with the Election 
Commission of Pakistan also 
confirm youthful demography of 

the electorate. Out of 120 million 
plus registered voters, 20.35 
million are between the ages of 
18-25. 

In the absence of civic education 
and limited avenues to acquire 
knowledge about democracy, 
constitution, parliamentary 
institutions and political parties 
etc., we are experiencing emotive 
instead of informed political 
participation. The textbooks 
taught in nation’s classrooms 
hardly offer any lessons on these 
topics. The learning platform of 
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students unions is missing. We 
have media abundance besides 
public service broadcast but they 
allocate near to negligible time 
and space. However, almost all 
political parties have their 
students and youth wings but 
there too learning opportunities 
through study circles or proper 
trainings are rare. 

In absence of such dialogue, 
discussion and learning spaces, 
we are witnessing increased 
political intolerance and 
occasional resort to violence. 
This does not auger well for the 
future of democracy in a ‘youth 
bulge’ country. It is in this 
context that we are urging the 
political parties to pay attention 
on civic education. This paper 
builds a case for systematic and 
well-structured investment for 
the future and posterity i.e. by 
sowing the seeds of civility 
through dynamic civic education.
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National Democracy Commission shall be 
established to promote and develop a 
democratic culture in the country and 
provide assistance to political parties for 
capacity building on the basis of their seats 
in parliament in a transparent manner. 

(Article 25 of Charter of Democracy)

The conference also suggested some 
changes in educational curriculum to 
inculcate in the minds of new generation 
the importance of democracy and to make 
it aware of the democratic struggle for 
parliamentary democracy. The other change 
suggested in the curriculum relates to 
induction of new chapters to convey the 
teachings of Sufis and other religious 
scholars to the young generation.

(Joint communiqué of 16th Speakers’ Conference, 
Lahore March 3, 2010)



Democracy is in our blood.  
Indeed, it is in our marrow 
of bones.
Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah




