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1. Gantz und Netanyahu über Koalition einig 
Regierungschef Benjamin Netanyahu und Blau-
Weiß Parteichef Benny Gantz haben sich nach 
mehreren Anläufen auf die Bildung einer gemein-
samen Regierungskoalition verständigt. Das Ab-
kommen sieht vor, dass sich die beiden Politiker auf 
dem höchsten politischen Posten abwechseln: 
Gantz soll zunächst das Amt des Verteidigungsmi-
nisters übernehmen, jedoch gleichzeitig mit Netan-
yahu als „Ersatz-Ministerpräsident“ vereidigt werden 
und Netanyahu nach 18 Monaten ablösen. Anfangs 
hatte der frühere Generalstabschef ein Zusammen-
gehen mit dem konservativen Likud-Chef abgelehnt, 
weil Netanyahu in mehrere Korruptionsaffären ver-
strickt ist und sich in Kürze vor Gericht verantworten 
muss. Neben Likud und Blau-Weiß sollen die beiden 
ultraorthodoxen Parteien Shas und Yahadut Hatorah 
sowie Amir Peretz und Itzik Shmuli von der Avoda 
der Koalition angehören. Der Avoda-Parteitag hat 
diesen Schritt in der vergangenen Woche abgeseg-
net, obwohl damit das explizite Wahlversprechen 
von Amir Peretz, unter keinen Umständen einer 
Regierung unter Netanyahu beizutreten, gebrochen 
wird. In Israel hatten drei Parlamentswahlen inner-
halb eines Jahres keinen klaren Sieger hervorge-
bracht. Die Regierung gilt in den ersten sechs Mo-
naten ihres Bestehens als Notstandsregierung und 
wird in diesem Zeitraum keine Gesetzesinitiativen 
einbringen, die nicht direkt mit der Bewältigung der 
Corona-Krise in Zusammenhang stehen. Allerdings 
soll eine Entscheidung der Regierung und/oder der 

Knesset über eine Annektierung israelischer Sied-
lungen im Westjordanland und des Jordantals be-
reits ab dem 1. Juli möglich sein. Ob die Regierung 
zustande kommt, ist nun von der Entscheidung des 
Obersten Gerichtshofes abhängig, der bis 7. Mai 
darüber entscheiden soll, ob Netanyahu – aufgrund 
der gegen ihn anhängigen Korruptionsklage – mit 
der Regierungsbildung beauftragt werden darf und 
ob das Koalitionsabkommen mit den für die Umset-
zung notwendigen Gesetzesänderungen verfas-
sungskonform ist. 
 
Benny Gantz is in Netanyahu’s hands 
Without a whiff of manipulative argument, Gantz 
explained the motive behind his U-turn: “The emer-
gency forced all of us to recalculate our path,” he 
said. He wasn’t saying anything we didn’t already 
know. Neither he nor Netanyahu could form a gov-
ernment without the other. “The emergency forced 
me to compromise on my intention not to serve in a 
government with him,” he explained. It is so starkly 
true that it sounds like a lie. That’s how things are in 
Netanyahu’s Israel: Sincerity and simplicity are syn-
onymous with being a loser. (…) Gantz did not get 
trapped in Netanyahu’s hands, he placed himself 
there in full view of the entire country (…) Netanya-
hu (…) must decide if he’s going to be loyal to the 
country and its citizens and establish a national 
emergency cabinet to deal with the coronavirus, 
leaving his legal fate solely in the hands of the 
courts, or whether he’s going to crush Gantz and 
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prove that Netanyahu is above all else. (…) In the 
world of sociobiology there are known strategies in 
which weakness has an evolutionary advantage. 
Sincerity could be interpreted this way. Perhaps 
these people feel that what really motivates Gantz is 
“Israel above all else.” Gantz’s sincerity only high-
lights Netanyahu’s lies, and his positive character 
emphasizes Netanyahu’s bad qualities, even in the 
eyes of his supporters who are – like everyone else 
on the left and right – captives of the concept of 
politics as a playing field of suave thuggishness. (…) 
Who knows, perhaps we’ll discover that the former 
chief of staff believes in a non-violent struggle in the 
spirit of Mahatma Gandhi, and that he preferred 
beating “Bibism” to fighting Bibi. 
Carolina Landsmann, HAA, 19.04.20 
 
Benny Gantz: Your Actions Are Worse Than 
Naive! 
(…) You don’t have to be a college graduate to know 
that you never quit one Company to join another 
Company till you have an agreement in hand. But 
that is what Gantz did. (…) Gantz has acted like a 
car buyer who comes into a Dealership to negotiate 
a new car purchase. When he enters the Dealership 
he is greeted by a smiling Dealer Principal who tells 
him it is his lucky day, because today more than any 
other day the Dealership needs to make a sale. 
Gantz tells the Dealer that he wants to put any dif-
ferences aside as there is a health crisis ravishing 
the world. He has entered the Dealership in order to 
come together for the good of our country. He even 
broke up with his natural family to prove this point. 
So the Dealer Principal offers him the most expen-
sive vehicle with the highest payments and the 
longest contract….because that is the only vehicle 
he has left to sell. (…) Anybody who has seen Ben-
ny Gantz talk in person knows charisma is not his 
strong point. Nevertheless people voted for him 
because they believed that he had integrity and a 
plan to make the country better and as such they 
voted for the change he promised. By blowing up 
the Blue and White Party, which had continually 
gained strength from its’ inception, Mr Gantz handed 
a prize to Mr. Netanyahu without receiving anything 
in return. Benny Gantz basically spit in the face of 
his voters. (…) 
Robbie Michaelson, TOI, 20.04.20 
 
New unity government ends 17 months of politi-
cal stalemate at last 
An agreement between Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and Blue and White Party leader Benny 

Gantz has paved the way for a government (…). It is 
cumbersome and controversial and likely paves the 
way for endless political jockeying that will serve the 
interests of a few politicians but leave Israeli citizens 
abandoned again. Israelis should be happy that the 
17 months of political stalemate are coming to an 
end and that finally, it seems, there will be a stable 
and functioning government in Jerusalem. Neverthe-
less, this optimism is tempered. To function properly, 
this new government needs to act quickly to fix the 
economy and make clear the guidelines for dealing 
with the continued pandemic. It also must deal with 
security challenges stemming from Iran and from 
Hezbollah in Lebanon. The government is a behe-
moth in size. Despite previous eras when Likud and 
its allies actually sought to have fewer ministers, 
now there will be an estimated 36 ministers and 16 
deputy ministers. (…) For the vast majority of Israe-
lis, wage stagnation, poverty, negative bank account 
balances and unaffordable housing are what awaits. 
(…) The more harsh the guidelines for us, the more 
those in government seemed to flout them. (…) 
Under the coalition agreement, Netanyahu will be 
able to veto the new attorney-general, the state’s 
attorney and the police inspector-general. That gives 
him a hold over the legal aspects of the state. Unlike 
in other democracies which have one official resi-
dence, Israel will now have two official residences 
for Netanyahu and Gantz over the next three years. 
One of them will live in the official Prime Minister’s 
Residence while serving as prime minister and the 
other in a new one while serving as deputy. This 
means paying twice for expenses (…) for the state 
and the taxpayers at a time when many people are 
slipping below the poverty line and more than a 
million Israelis are still out of work due to the pan-
demic. (…) Governments are never perfect but they 
also should not purposely waste money. (…) 
Editorial, JPO, 21.04.20 
 
A sad day for democracy 
(…) the head of the “Just Not Bibi” camp, Benny 
Gantz, laid the foundation for a historic precedent, 
by which a lawmaker accused of criminal wrongdo-
ing is entitled to form a government. Moreover, 
Gantz agreed to anchor a clause in the coalition 
deal that requires him to dissolve the Knesset if the 
High Court of Justice dares to intervene and disqual-
ify Benjamin Netanyahu. In the name of hundreds of 
thousands of people who voted “just not Bibi,” Gantz 
has exempted Netanyahu from being subject to the 
prevailing law, thereby whitewashing Netanyahu’s 
corruption and lending his hand to the destruction of 
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the foundations of this country’s democracy. (…) 
The attempts by Gantz and his partner, former chief 
of staff Gabi Ashkenazi, to signal to their voters that 
they would be like undercover agents defending 
democracy and the rule of law from within the coali-
tion, were pathetic (…). The former chiefs of staff 
not only let the accused decide which justices sit on 
the panel appointing new judges, but also “succeed-
ed” in maneuvering their rival into accepting veto 
power over the appointments of the police commis-
sioner, the attorney general and the state prosecu-
tor. (…) With the flimsy excuse of responding to the 
wishes of “the majority of the nation,” Netanyahu 
and Gantz have agreed to establish a government 
that is totally disconnected from the nation. At the 
height of the coronavirus crisis, with over a million 
Israelis added to the ranks of the unemployed, busi-
nesses collapsing and the economy rapidly ap-
proaching the point of no return, these two will head 
the most bloated government in the country’s histo-
ry, with over 30 cabinet members, 16 deputy minis-
ters, two official prime ministerial residences and 
one Norwegian law, which will enable further bloat-
ing. (…) This is a national corruption government, 
and it is a sad day for Israeli democracy. 
Editorial, HAA, 22.04.20 

 
 
2. Israel lockert Corona-Beschränkungen 
Die israelische Regierung hat einige Corona-
Beschränkungen gelockert. Zusätzliche Geschäfte 
dürfen öffnen und die Menschen bekommen einen 
größeren Bewegungsradius. Die Maskenpflicht 
bleibt zunächst bestehen. Unter Einhaltung strenger 
Hygieneregeln sollen anstatt der zuvor 15 Prozent 
nun wieder 30 Prozent der Angestellten zu ihrem 
Arbeitsplatz kommen. Die Lockerung betrifft unter 
anderem die IT-Branche sowie bestimmte Geschäf-
te, etwa im Bereich der Elektronik und Computer-
technik. Auch Buchläden, Friseurläden und Kosme-
tiksalons sind wieder geöffnet. Einkaufszentren 
sollen in den kommenden Tagen geöffnet werden. 
Sonderschüler und Volksschüler in der ersten bis 
zur dritten Klasse dürfen in kleinen Gruppen wieder 
in der Schule lernen, ebenso vor dem Abitur stehen-
de Gymnasiasten der 11. Und 12. Schulstufe. Die 
Anwesenheit ist im Moment jedoch nicht Pflicht. 
Auch Gebete und Sport im Freien sind wieder ge-
stattet. Allerdings gilt es, Abstand zu halten, den 
Nase-Mund-Schutz zu tragen sowie die Anzahl von 
Kunden, die gleichzeitig in einem Geschäftslokal 
und in einem Einkaufszentrum anwesend sind, 
gemäß den Anweisungen des Gesundheitsministe-

riums zu reglementieren. Verstöße werden mit um-
gerechnet 130 bis 1300 Euro geahndet.  
 
Don't let the fear kill you 
(…) is taking great pains to avoid the scenario pres-
ently unfolding in New York, which is seeing a quick 
and exponential rise in the number of deaths. At the 
same time, however, more than a few people in 
Israel are dying and could continue to die because 
of fear; fear of the virus that is preventing them from 
seeking treatment for urgent medical problems. (…) 
amid all the discussions about the exit strategy, it 
seems one vital aspect has been brushed to the 
side of the public's interest: routine medical care. 
(…) This is the time (…) to increase the healthcare 
system's emergency capacity – to do everything 
possible to expedite the admission of new workers 
into the field and train them, invest resources in 
creating new hospitalization options similar to Ger-
many, which doubled the number of beds in inten-
sive care units and is building new hospitals, and 
also establishing generous incentive benefits pack-
ages for those medical workers risking their own 
welfare on the front lines on behalf of us all. (…) 
Already now, on the verge of the initial steps to lift 
restrictions, we must go back and create "routine 
medical care in the presence of the coronavirus." In 
this new routine, we must provide a worthy response 
for the millions of patients who, due to the stoppage 
of elective healthcare, postponed procedures, sur-
geries, and other necessary treatments. (…) If we 
keep the healthcare system paralyzed for a period of 
months, patients will pay the price with their health. 
(…) Due to their natural fear of contracting the coro-
navirus, people have also postponed receiving ur-
gent care and have died as a result. It's important to 
note: Chest pain, exacerbated depression and other 
acute ailments should frighten us much more than 
the coronavirus. (…) If you are feeling ill – don't 
hesitate, go get checked, and don't die from fear. 
Ran Balicer, IHY, 17.04.20 
 
Before Israel reboots its economy... 
One of the reasons the Israel Air Force is such an 
outstanding organization is its policy of thorough 
self-examination. (…) introspection focuses on the 
lessons that we learned from our past mistakes. (…) 
Even if we do hand out medals to Netanyahu and 
the Health Ministry for the successful containment of 
the virus, they still must show us what they have 
learned from the outbreak and prediction models 
and what awaits the economy in a future defined by 
coronavirus. (…) Israel needs a cabinet dedicated to 
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coronavirus affairs comprised of highly experienced 
lawmakers. We cannot allow health authorities to be 
the only ones setting policy, because when the 
curve finally flattens, the state may flatline with it. 
(…) Israel must expand and improve its testing 
capacity before executing a staggered exit plan for 
the economy, to better monitor and prevent potential 
outbreaks. We must not solely focus on coronavirus 
patients and abandon all the other issues that be-
devil the country.  Although more than 170 corona-
virus patients have passed away from the disease 
since the pandemic's onset in Israel, over 2,500 
Israelis have died of various other reasons during 
the same time period. Allocating crucial health and 
infrastructure budgets to fight coronavirus could 
mean death for others. (…) The Health Ministry has 
repeatedly stressed the importance of these mecha-
nized respirators, but in practice, only five percent of 
Israel's ventilators are currently in use. This is an 
unprecedented margin of safety for any crisis. Con-
ditioning the reopening of the economy on a pie-in-
the-sky target of just 10 or even 50 new daily diag-
noses will ensure that the economy remains under 
water long after we have run out of oxygen. (…) 
Lifting a lockdown requires much more precise 
planning than placing one. Rushing it may cost us a 
heavy price, both financially and in human life. (…) 
Leaders seem to underestimate the economic and 
social toll the public will pay when Israel seeks to 
balance the budget and push for financial growth 
again. Education, welfare, housing, and infrastruc-
ture will for many years to come all pay a heavy 
price for our inability to plan ahead and properly exit 
this crisis. 
Amos Yadlin, YED, 19.04.29 
 
Dear schools: Let my fellow parents go 
(…) Distance learning is a fantastic idea in theory. 
When the schools were first closed (…), I was glad 
to learn that our three kids’ elementary school would 
be sending daily tasks. (…) the tasks from school 
would help keep the kids busy. What I didn’t realize 
was that more than it would keep my kids busy, it 
would keep me busy. (…) we are a multiple-device 
family with enough computers, tablets, and phones 
to handle the technological onslaught. There are 
plenty of families with more kids and fewer devices 
than we have — and the parents may need to use 
those devices for their own work. (…) By and large, 
high school students are independent enough to 
manage their own tasks, sort through the emails and 
WhatsApps, and study by themselves. Elementary 
school students are not, and this model of distance 

learning relies too much on the intervention and 
organizational skills of parents who have enough on 
their plates already. It is also discriminatory at its 
core. The students who will fall behind will be the 
underprivileged, those without access to a device, a 
high-quality Internet connection, and/or an available 
parent who can help them sort through the chaos. 
(…) Elementary school is important for acquiring 
fundamental learning and social skills and good 
learning habits. But the vast majority of actual mate-
rial learned in this period is usually forgotten within a 
few years and none of us will ever remember or 
draw on it. (…) missing a few months of school is 
not going to create an entire generation of illiterate 
good-for-nothings. If a parent is able and willing to 
engage in distance learning and finds it helpful to 
their child — great! If not… give us the freedom to 
decide what’s right for our families. (…) plenty of 
(…) parents (…) are struggling so much with their 
mental health, with their marriages, and with their 
relationships with their kids because of all the stress 
and uncertainty. Adding to their burden is the oppo-
site of helpful for the children of Israel. The best 
thing the our schools can do for us at this point is 
take the pressure off and give us support as we 
figure out how to get to the other side of this crisis 
with our physical and mental health, and that of our 
children, intact. 
Daniella Levy, TOI, 20.04.20 
 
Can the coronavirus help repair ties between 
Israel's Jews and Arabs? 
The video clip broadcast last week on Channel 13 
was touching. Two nurses in white protective suits 
worn by those who care for coronavirus patients 
were caught on video carefully placing tefillin on the 
arm of a quarantined patient in a Tel Aviv hospital. 
What made a touching image downright soul-stirring 
was that the two male nurses were Israeli Arabs. 
(…) Every crisis, the old adage goes, carries within it 
the seeds of opportunity. And one of the biggest 
opportunities coronavirus has presented Israeli 
society is the chance to repair relations between the 
country’s Jewish and Arab populations, so badly 
strained over the last two years by the Nation-State 
Law and divisive rhetoric by Jewish and Arab politi-
cians, including Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu. Nobody has any illusions that this plague will 
wipe out the deep ideological differences that exists 
between the country’s Jews and Arabs. But what it 
can do is nurture sympathy and empathy – two 
ingredients critical in getting disparate communities 
to view one another positively. (…) It has always 
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been much easier highlighting the differences. But 
(…) suddenly both Jews and Arabs are fighting the 
same enemy. (…) One picture from this crisis that 
will endure long after the coronavirus is gone is that 
of two Arab and Jewish paramedics praying outside 
their Magen David Adom ambulance, the Jew in a 
tallit praying toward Jerusalem and the Arab kneel-
ing on a prayer rug facing Mecca. (…) The govern-
ment should take real action immediately to send a 
message to the country’s Arab minority that its con-
cerns are being taken seriously and will be ad-
dressed. And the Arab community (...) should en-
courage and take an active part in this undertaking. 
Both sides separately, and the country as a whole 
can only benefit from a genuine process of reconcil-
iation. 
Editorial, JPO, 22.04.20 
 
The Holocaust and the coronavirus 
(…)  the corona era appears to have spawned a 
new wave of global antisemitism, and we need to be 
vigilant against blood libels blaming Jews for the 
current plague, as well as to prevent attacks against 
Jewish institutions. (…) There have also been a 
number of cases of what has been termed “Zoom-
bombing,” in which extremists have interrupted 
Zoom confrerences with antisemitic hatred. (…) That 
antisemitism has raised its ugly head again during 
this pandemic is particularly disturbing. Israel’s first 
fatality from COVID-19 was a Holocaust survivor 
from Hungary named Aryeh Even, 88 (...) a number 
of Holocaust survivors have succumbed to corona, 
including Benjamin Levin, the last of the partisan 
Avengers in Poland (…). It is even more tragic that 
survivors such as Even and Levin had to spend their 
last days alone, away from their families, and had to 
be buried after tiny funerals due to the virus. As we 
honor the memories of six million Jews who per-
ished during the Holocaust and salute the estimated 
400,000 survivors still alive today, we should also 
pause to remember the dozens of survivors who 
have recently died from corona complications. (…) 
Despite the many tragedies experienced by the 
Jewish people, it has proven to be a resilient nation 
which today has a state of its own. Israel is a source 
of strength in fighting antisemitism and hate around 
the world. That is why, even as we are separated 
today due to the coronavirus, we stand together and 
declare “Never again” for the entire world to hear. 
Editorial, JPO, 21.04.20 
 

3. Gedenkzeremonien und 
Unabhängigkeitstag im Schatten von 
Corona 

Überlebende der Shoa, ihre Angehörigen und Inte-
ressierte verfolgten die offiziellen Feierlichkeiten 
anlässlich des Holocaustgedenktages sowie die 
Zeremonien zum Gedenktag an die gefallenen Sol-
daten und ermordeten Terroropfer in diesem Jahr 
auf dem Bildschirm. Der traditionelle Besuch an den 
Gräbern der Gefallenen und Terroropfer war dieses 
Jahr untersagt. Die zentralen Gedenkveranstaltun-
gen auf dem Herzlberg und an der Klagemauer in 
Jerusalem fanden ebenfalls ohne Publikum statt, 
wurden aber online übertragen. Auch der diesjährige 
Unabhängigkeitstag wurde wegen der Corona-Krise 
zum virtuellen Ereignis. Allerdings präsentierte die 
Luftwaffe wie jedes Jahr auch an Israels 72. Jahres-
tag mehrere Flugmanöver – diesmal als Zeichen der 
Anerkennung an die medizinischen Teams im Him-
mel über einer Anzahl von Krankenhäusern im gan-
zen Land. Die vorher aufgezeichnete zentrale Ze-
remonie war nach den Vorgaben des Gesundheits-
ministeriums im kleinen Rahmen abgehalten wor-
den. Israel hatte zwar die strengen Ausgangsbe-
schränkungen wegen der Corona-Krise deutlich 
gelockert. Trotzdem waren ähnlich wie an Pessach 
die Bürger_innen angehalten, ihre Häuser auch am 
Unabhängigkeitstag nur in Ausnahmefällen zu ver-
lassen. Derzeit leben nach Angaben des Zentralen 
Statistikamtes rund 9,2 Millionen Menschen in Isra-
el.  
 
Ensure the memory does not fade   
Sadly, even the Holocaust can only be remembered 
for so long. (…) one out of five Europeans ages 20-
40 (...) had never heard of it. (…) even here, the 
annual memorial ceremony that shapes a major part 
of our identity rests mainly on the generation of 
survivors, the last of whom are still alive. But what 
will happen 20, 50, or 100 years from now, when 
even their grandchildren and great-grandchildren, 
who heard their testimony, aren't here anymore? Will 
we all remember? What will we remember? (…) The 
late Prime Minister Menachem Begin once suggest-
ed connecting Holocaust Memorial Day to the line of 
Jewish religious memorial days by marking it on the 
9th of the Hebrew calendar month of Av. Begin 
wanted all Jews to imagine themselves having been 
there, in the terror of the Holocaust.    The trips 
Israeli students take to Poland, for example, meet 
that demand to a large extent. (…) but (...) films, 
trips, filmed testimonies – none of these are enough 
in and of themselves to replace the actual memories 
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and ensure that they are retained forever. (...) we 
need to anchor the Holocaust in Jewish memory 
through rituals that are essentially similar to the 
ones that allow us to commemorate the Exodus or 
the destruction of the Temple. (...) we need to start 
working on a codified ritual and book that tells the 
story of the Holocaust – like the Passover Haggada 
– that will be read aloud in every home. (…) anyone 
who wants to make sure that "we will never forget" 
(...) must help build memorial ceremonies and rituals 
that will become a part of Jewish life. Just like the 
major events of the distant past. 
Nadav Shragai, IHY, 20.04.20 
 
Today, More Than Ever, The Memory of the Holo-
caust Lives with Us 
(…) This year in particular, our hearts and minds are 
with Holocaust survivors isolated in their homes. 
Their mental strength and nobility are with them 
today during these trying times and serve as an 
inspiration to each and every one of us. (…) The 
global crisis affecting humanity brings us face to 
face with our own resilience, with our ability to stand 
together, firm and united in order to overcome. This 
ability was rooted within us through the souls of 
those who perished in pain and valor in camps, 
ghettos and mass graves. This ability was given to 
us by our grandfathers and grandmothers, who 
survived the horrors of the Holocaust and estab-
lished for our nation and our people a strong state 
and gifted us the opportunity for a better life. (…) We 
must remain vigilant in order to act against all mani-
festations of anti-Semitism and any phenomenon of 
racism and hatred of the Jewish people. (…) The 
State of Israel is also required, especially today, to 
ensure the safety and health of Holocaust survivors 
living among us in order to give them the life and 
respect that they so deserve. (…) With the spirit of 
this nation, in this country, which, despite disputes 
and hardships, remembers and does not forget, 
knows forever, and will always do all it can to sancti-
fy life. 
Haim Bibas, JPO, 21.04.20 
 
Anti-Semitism is world's oldest 'fake news 
In order to perpetrate the most heinous act in human 
history, it took the Nazis years of brainwashing of its 
public. Over the course of human history, Jews were 
always demonized (...). After all, anti-Semitism is the 
world’s oldest fake news. Not every brainwashing 
ends with a genocide, but every genocide starts with 
brainwashing. (…) It is not only a matter of delu-
sional intellectuals, in the UN there is an automatic 

majority of ignorant states, and while we have grown 
accustomed, we shouldn’t. (…) Western academia 
and media have both become obsessed with blam-
ing Israel for all of the world's problems, which does 
nothing but help spread atrocious propaganda. 
Once it was the ignorant who hated the Jews. Now, 
it's the liberal, enlightened, and educated who hate 
the Jewish state. (…) When, however, there attacks 
are committed against Jews, they are rationalized 
and sometimes justified by the international commu-
nity. (…) It has been 75 years since the Holocaust 
and the enlightened have taken the place of the 
ignorant. This includes international organizations, 
heads of states which support these organizations, 
academia, the media as well as Jews and Israelis 
who are partners in the spread of hate and propa-
ganda. 
Ben-Dror Yemini, YED, 21.04.20 
 
Celebration and concern 
(…) Israel will celebrate its 72nd Independence Day 
under the restrictions imposed by the coronavirus 
(...). The feeling of being closed in and the sorrow 
that will accompany this day to a large extent sym-
bolizes the state of the country, which currently 
seems to be imploding under a government that is 
undermining democracy and planning to annex 
territory. The traditional torch-lighting ceremony will, 
as always, be accompanied by hopeful, unifying 
rhetoric. But this kitsch must not be allowed to hide 
the tectonic shifts that are occurring, which may well 
lead us to the brink of an abyss. Under the cover of 
empty slogans like “the will of the people,” Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is leading a revolution 
whose goal is to destroy the rule of law, get rid of the 
gatekeepers and sabotage the checks and balances 
that are the basis of Israel’s democracy. (…) This 
entire demolition job is meant to serve two supreme 
ends: Extricating Netanyahu from the legal problems 
that threaten his continued rule, and preparing the 
ground for annexing parts of the West Bank and 
officially declaring the two-state solution dead. Thus, 
governmental corruption and diplomatic corruption 
go hand in hand, each protecting the other and each 
enabling the other. And what they symbolize isn’t 
independence. Rather, this is a recipe for putting the 
final nail in the coffin of Israel as a democratic state. 
Editorial, HAA, 28.04.20 
 
One day a year, give us peace and let us mourn 
Memorial Day and the immediately following Inde-
pendence Day are one inseparable unit. Both serve 
a festive and sacred reminder of our shared fate as 
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Israelis, for better and for worse. Not only in grief 
and not only in happiness: solidarity. (…) There will 
come a day when both Israel's Arabs and the ultra-
Orthodox will also feel a part of this bond. Whether 
they like it or not, Israel is part of them. (…) This 
year, the ceremony was held in a different format, 
but our values of solidarity and commitment will be 
ever-present - and coronavirus has only strength-
ened them. (...) "Unlike the Holocaust, this time 
we've detected the danger in time," Netanyahu said. 
(...) Well done to us, we struck a great deal: six 
million dead against 200, and we even got a fifth 
Netanyahu government to boot. It was definitely 
worth it. (…) Everyone is Hitler - and I, Benjamin 
Netanyahu - can alone defeat him. (…) n normal 
times, we can live with this contempt. Netanyahu is 
not the first politician to make this comparison, nor 
will he be the last. But on Memorial Day? The deci-
sion to prevent people from going to military ceme-
teries on Memorial Day was justified. It could have 
been worded differently, in a different tone, as a 
reasoned request rather than a command, but it is 
difficult to argue with the very decision. Ok, now that 
we've given up cemeteries, we ask for one thing in 
return: Mr. Netanyahu, please don't try to do deals 
on the graves of the fallen. 
One day a year, give us peace. 
Nahum Barnea, YED, 27.04.20 
 
With the families, even at a distance 
Soldiers of the IDF, commanders, and employees: In 
the past few weeks, the streets and been quiet and 
there has been silence outdoors. We're almost used 
to it. But today, the silence is completely different in 
nature. This is a silence that erupts from deep pain 
and reflects the memories of soldiers whose voices 
were silenced between one explosion and another, 
and the memory of the families who sat silently for 
several long minutes after being given the bitter 
news. This is the silence of an entire people, whose 
sons and daughters are all part of the ongoing battle 
for our independence and security. (…) We won't 
stand beside you at a ceremony, but we will stand 
by you in every other sense. We (…) bow our heads 
and remember. (…) In the name of all IDF soldiers 
and officers, I salute the fallen and make the com-
mitment that we will do everything to bring our miss-
ing and captives back home, strengthen the be-
reaved families, embrace them, and promise that we 
will do everything we can to protect Israel and its 
citizens.  (...) 
Lt. Gen. Aviv Kochavi, YED, 27.04.20 
  

4. Medienquerschnitt 
 
3. Staffel der Netflix-Serie “Fauda“ angelaufen 
 
‘Fauda’ isn't just ignorant, dishonest and sadly 
absurd. It's anti-Palestinian incitement 
As a Palestinian living in the occupied territories, I 
understand that a lot of Israelis, and many viewers 
worldwide, genuinely believe that the Netflix series 
'Fauda' presents an informed, even "neutral," point 
of view about the conflict in Israel and Palestine. (…) 
That faith in 'Fauda' is badly misplaced. (…) In the 
just-released season three, the (...) undercover 
commando unit (...) participate in an operation to 
release two Israeli youngsters kidnapped by Hamas. 
Palestinians in Gaza have been under an Israeli and 
Egyptian land, air, and sea blockade since 2007. 
(…) Very few Israelis may have entered Gaza in the 
last 15 years. Very few Palestinians from the West 
Bank have either. (...) So does Fauda offer a rare 
window into an effectively closed-off territory? (…) 
38 percent of the population lives in poverty. 54 
percent suffer from food insecurity. 39 percent of the 
youth are unemployed, and over 90 percent of the 
water is undrinkable. I saw kids from Gaza leaving 
through the Erez border crossing for cancer treat-
ments in Israel without their families: it’s almost 
unimaginable, but you won’t learn that from Fauda. 
(…) Perhaps Fauda needs more Palestinian advi-
sors. This leads me to my biggest problem with the 
show. (…) Fauda’s writers present the Israeli com-
mandos as personally and operationally principled, 
lingering on their deep concern for protecting the 
civilians of Gaza, going out of their way to fulfil their 
promise to the family of the Palestinian informer who 
supported them. They aren’t shown shooting or 
killing any Palestinian women or children. But this is 
Fauda’s war on truth. All the data shows that the 
opposite is true. (…) Israelis need to know (...) that 
their army is responsible for killing (...) civilians, and 
to recognize the chasm between those deaths, their 
perpetrators and Fauda’s fantasy soldiers. (...) for 
me, one of the worst, even dangerous, scenes oc-
curs towards the end of the third season, when an 
Arab physiotherapist, as he’s starting a therapy 
session in an Israeli hospital attempts to kill the 
head of a Shin Bet branch in the West Bank. It’s 
worth deconstructing this plot: 17 percent of Israel’s 
physicians, 24 percent of its nurses and 47 percent 
of its pharmacists are Arabs. There has never been 
a single incident in history where Arab medics in 
Israel have betrayed their Hippocratic oath and 
harmed a patient. It is beyond ridiculous to platform 
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a character and plotline that marks Arabs working 
inside the Israeli health care system as untrustwor-
thy and disloyal, and capable of violent attacks. It 
can only create further mistrust between people. (…) 
With the region already bursting with so much disin-
formation, name-calling and dangerous propaganda, 
there’s no need to further confirm prejudices and 
deepen ignorance. (…) 
George Zeidan, HAA, 24.04.20 
 
 
 
 
 
HAA = Haaretz 
YED = Yedioth Ahronoth / Ynetnews 
JPO = Jerusalem Post 
IHY = Israel HaYom 
TOI = Times of Israel 
GLO = Globes 
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