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Bericht zum Gazakrieg

Kaum ein gutes Wort fiir die Entscheidungstragen-
den fand Staatskontrolleur Joseph Shapira in sei-
nem Bericht (iber den Gazakrieg vor zweiginhalb
Jahren. Die Armee sei auf ihre Mission nicht vorbe-
reitet gewesen, die militérischen Ziele blieben lange
unklar, zudem hétten dem militdrischen Geheim-
dienst nur mangelhafte Informationen vorgelegen,
und die Minister des Sicherheitskabinetts seien (iber
die konkrete Situation weitgehend im Dunkeln ge-
blieben. Dabei geht es vor allem um die unterirdi-
schen Tunnel, die die Hamas grébt, um Terrorkom-
mandos nach Israel zu schleusen. Shapira wirft der
Regierung auflerdem vor, keine diplomatischen
Anstrengungen unternommen zu haben, um den
Krieg abzuwenden. Israel habe die wirtschaftliche
Lage im Gazastreifen und die Finanzkrise der Ha-
mas-Fiihrung ignoriert und mit der Einfrierung der
paldstinensischen Steuern und Zélle wenige Monate
zuvor noch forciert. Sollte die sich verschérfende
humanitére Krise nicht aufgefangen werden, so
firchten Experten, dann sei eine weitere militérische
Konfrontation nur eine Frage der Zeit.

Darkness at the end of the tunnel

The state comptroller's report (...) contained no
shocking surprises. (...) Meanwhile, the political
struggle over responsibility has already become an
arena for battles that reached their ugly climax just
before the report was published. (...) It recommends
no action against individuals and imposes no crimi-

nal responsibility, as if it was the finger of God that
directed the IDF to embark on the operation and the
finger of God that sabotaged its military, political and
moral conduct. (...) the threat of another military
conflict has yet to be lifted. This is the sorry outcome
of Operation Protective Edge, which was born out of
revenge for the kidnapping and murder of three
teenage Jewish boys. The situation created in Gaza
as a result of the war did not interest the report’s
authors. It focuses on the broad and particularly
frustrating chapter on the tunnels. (...) The question
of whether the members of the cabinet received a
proper report of the background and the threat, the
risks and the possible outcomes, is much more
important to them than evaluating the wisdom of
embarking on the operation and the soundness of
adopting the concept of wholesale destruction as a
tool of deterrence. (...) the conclusion that glimmers
from among its pages is that as long as the govern-
ment and the army stick (...) are efficiently preparing
for the next round of violence there.(...)

Editorial, HAA, 01.03.17

An airport in Gaza, for the benefit of all

(...) | have a dream, one I'm working tirelessly to
turn into a reality: to establish a UN-operated hu-
manitarian airport for the civilian population in Gaza.
(...) Hamas is there to stay and, in turn, likely to
control the Strip for a long time to come. (...) As long
as Hamas is in power, Israel will continue to deny
many needed improvements in the Strip. However, it
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would be a strategic, diplomatic, humanitarian and
ethical disaster to maintain the status quo for Gaza's
civilians, regardless of who controls the territory. (...)
The airport | propose is one project that can pre-
serve Israel’s legitimate security needs, improve the
lives of Gaza’s civilians and prevent Hamas from
benefiing materially, financially or symbolically.
Airport security would be conducted and maintained
by the UN through specialized task forces via an
arrangement similar to that utilized by the EUBAM at
the Rafah border crossing or the one currently being
deployed by the UN Interim Force in southern Leba-
non. (...) A humanitarian airport in Gaza would help
accelerate redevelopment and would relieve the
inability of Gazans to travel freely. It would also
provide a creative solution to sustainable peace in
the Strip. (...) There isn’t much time left to reverse
the ongoing humanitarian disaster in Gaza. Improv-
ing the situation there would be good for its resi-
dents, for Israel and for the region. A humanitarian
airport is a good place to start, and now is a great
time.

Ahmed Alkhatib, JPO, 01.03.17

lllegitimate targets on both sides of Israel's bor-
der

(...) Is it proportionate to crush neighborhoods and
bomb homes with entire families in them — children,
elderly people, women and babies? Yes, Israel has
said, with its bombing of Gaza and Lebanon. It's
proportionate because we also killed — or meant to
kill = military commanders and activists, and senior
political officials in Palestinian and Lebanese organ-
izations. (...) The onslaughts on Gaza have intro-
duced to our world three terms that have no right to
exist: proportionate killing, collateral damage and
target bank. These terms have become axiomatic
beyond question or reflection. How would these
axioms work if we sketched out the target bank in
the opposite direction? Every home where there’s
an Israeli soldier or reservist would be a legitimate
target for bombing; the civilians harmed would be
collateral damage. Every bank in Israel would be a
target because Israeli ministers and generals have
accounts there. (...) All the patients at Sheba Medi-
cal Center must be evacuated because of the army
induction center at Tel Hashomer; all the university
laboratories and high-tech companies should be
evacuated because of their links to the arms indus-
try, while the lives of the children of Elbit and Rafael
employees are also at collateral risk because their
parents help develop weapons that our imagination

cannot grasp. This sounds horrifying, and rightly so.
(-..)

Amira Hass, HAA, 03.03.17

No leader at the end of the tunnel

The most serious finding in the state comptroller’s
report on Operation Protective Edge exists only
between the lines: If tomorrow Israel enters a new
military conflict in Gaza, it will be run the exact same
way the previous operation was run. The tunnel
problem has not been solved yet, despite the huge
financial investment. The operational plans have not
been completed either. Rockets, mortar shells and
missiles will be fired into Israel, and we cannot rule
out the possibility that they will paralyze the traffic at
Ben-Gurion Airport. (...) We are facing the same
dilemmas, with the same leadership, with the same
conception, with the same army, with undramatic
changes. (...) Give me a rocket and | will give you a
bomb—that's the strategy that will lead us to the
next operation. (...) The impression from the overall
report is even more serious. Netanyahu isn't func-
tioning as a leader: He isn't outlining a policy be-
cause he has no policy; he isn’t imposing his opinion
because he has no opinion. (...) The amazing thing
is the gap between Netanyahu's image as “Mr. Se-
curity” and his real involvement in managing security
and his performance as the leader of the govern-
ment, the army and the people. The man is a mar-
keting expert, a master craftsman. (...) Netanyahu is
the only one among the inspected officials who still
holds the same position he held during the opera-
tion, which is why the report is relevant first of all to
him. (...)

Nahum Barnea, YED, 02.03.17

Israelis have reason for concern ahead of future
war

(...) Is it possible that without air strikes the tunnels
would have been located and destroyed faster? It
seems so, although we will never really know. But
what this story does show is just how complicated
wars are, and how they never really go the way you
plan them. Israel has a talent for self-flagellation, for
beating itself up after every war or operation. (...)
People tend to forget that wars are fought on a bat-
tlefield and not in a laboratory or classroom. They
are fought against an enemy who — no matter how
good the intelligence is — will always maintain a high
degree of unpredictability. The one and only proba-
bility to genuinely expect in war is the unexpected.
In the Gaza war of 2014 Israel encountered the
tunnels. In the next Gaza war it will likely be some-
thing else. (...) The dynamic between the prime
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minister and the security cabinet, between the secu-
rity cabinet and the IDF, and between the different
ministers in the cabinet is a recipe for mistakes and
mishaps. (...) Israel is not responsible for the current
situation in Gaza. Hamas is. But Israel can take
steps to ease the economic pressures there. (...)
Israel has to decide what it wants. (...) Terrorist
tunnels are dangerous. (...) But they do not pose an
existential threat to the State of Israel. (...) Tunnels
are a threat to Israel, but the bigger threat is the
government’s tunnel vision. It is time to correct that.
Yaakov Katz, JPO, 03.03.17

Where is Hamas headed?

(...) the comptroller's report on Gaza only created
waves in the Israeli media -- in the Arab world, the
report was largely ignored. (...) The important ques-
tion from Israel's perspective, however, isn't of
course what transpired on the Gaza border three
years ago, but what could transpire in the coming
months. (...) The reality in Gaza has persisted for
decades (...). Things are indeed dismal, but the
situation in Gaza is better than in parts of the Arab
world, certainly better than disaster areas such as
Syria; and Gazans have it better than the millions of
Syrian refugees in Lebanon and Jordan. (...) Hamas
is currently being steered by a new leadership lack-
ing in experience. The movement's current leaders
hail from Hamas' military wing, which rushed to
issue a warning this weekend that if Israel continues
to strike Hamas targets in retaliation for rocket at-
tacks, Hamas will feel free to force an equation (...).
This declaration is undeniably disconcerting, be-
cause it indicates the direction Hamas wants to
pursue, even if it appears to be trying to preserve
calm along the border for the time being. Ultimately,
Operation Protective Edge teaches us that both
sides can be dragged into a fight that neither side
wants. (...)

Prof. Eyal Zisser, IHY, 05.05.17

As Fatah hardens, Hamas becomes more recep-
tive

(...) Last month, Mahmoud Al-Aloul was elected as
Abbas's deputy within the Fatah. Though this does
not necessarily mark him as the heir apparent, at
present he is the only designated deputy that Abbas
has in any of his three roles (...) any successor to
Abbas will take up a far less convenient position
where lsrael is concerned, and might destabilize the
region as a result. When it comes to Israeli-
Palestinian relations, the security coordination be-
tween Israel and the Palestinian Authority is sacro-

sanct. In this matter, Al-Aloul seems to have adopted
a "shoot, don't talk" attitude (...) Al-Aloul has made it
clear that he is in favor of a people's revolt against
Israel, hinting that a more severe grassroots re-
sistance is in order. (...) As Fatah's leadership offers
a stronger stance in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,
Hamas has been working on a new plan, following
the primaries within the terrorist group-turned-
political party. (...) parts of the plan leaked to Arab
media paint a more conciliatory tone toward Israel.
(...) Top Palestinian official Ahmed Yousef stated
that party's plan will include the Hamas agreeing to
found a Palestinian state within the 1967 borders
(...) Finally, Yousef mentioned that Hamas now finds
it necessary to disconnect from its affiliation to glob-
al Muslim movements. One such movement is the
Muslim Brotherhood. (...) Hamas is an opportunistic
organization. Shaking off the Muslim Brotherhood
would mainly be a way to ingratiate itself to Egyptian
President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, in light of the improv-
ing bond between Gaza and Cairo, the all-out hu-
manitarian crisis in Gaza and Hamas's desperate
need to ease restrictions along its border with Sinai.
(...) Additionally, the organization understands that it
is to its own benefit to make itself more appealing to
the West. (...)

Elior Levy, YED, 10.03.17

Boykottieren verboten

Israelbesucher, die aus Protest gegen die Besat-
zung demonstrativ keine Siedlerprodukte kaufen
oder sogar zum Boykott der Siedlungen oder Israels
aufrufen, missen kiinftig damit rechnen, an der
Passkontrolle vom Flughafen Ben-Gurion wieder
nach Hause geschickt zu werden. Mit tiberragender
Mehrheit entschieden die Parlamentarier der Knes-
set fiir eine Gesetzreform, die Nicht-Staatsbiirgern
den Boykott verbietet. Roy Folkman von der Mitte-
partei Kulanu brachte den Entwurf zur Debatte. In
den vergangenen Jahren, so begriindete er, habe
sich der Aufruf zum Boykott gegen Israel verstarkt.
Es sei fast so, ,als sei dies eine neue Front im
Kampf gegen Israel®. Das Gesetz umfasst ausdriick-
lich nicht nur Israel, sondern auch die ,Gebiete unter
israelischer Kontrolle®, also die Siedlungen in den
Paléstinensergebieten. Besonderer Dorn im Auge ist
Israels Politikern die Bewegung ,Boykott, Desinves-
tition und Sanktionen®, kurz BDS, die nach dem
Beispiel der Anti-Apartheid-Kampagne in Siidafrika,
Israel unter Druck zu setzen versucht, um ein Ende
der Besatzung in den Paléstinensergebieten zu
erzwingen. Fir die EU steht zwar ein Boykott Israels
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auller Frage, dennoch entschied das Europaparla-
ment im November 2015 fiir eine einheitliche Kenn-
zeichnungspflicht der in den Siedlungen hergestell-
ten Ware, was in Israel schweren Unmut ausloste.
Israels Energieminister Yuval Steinitz sprach damals
von ,verstecktem Antisemitismus®.

Banning entry is not the way to fight anti-Israel
groups

(...) Israel is at the stage of the wrong moves. (...)
banning entry is not the way to fight bodies with a
clear anti-Israel agenda, because the only outcome
is more headlines and more articles against Israel.
It's true that France, the United States, Britain and
Canada have lists of barred people, sometimes
based exclusively on political views. But when it
comes to Israel, every banned entry creates a wave
of hostile reports which we could do without. The
damage exceeds the benefit. (...) A democratic state
can and should give critical bodies full freedom of
action, but there is a difference between bodies
working to improve the situation and bodies serving
the battle against the state’s actual existence. There
is no other state which allows foundations that act
against its existence to fund organizations within the
country. This absurdity must be stopped in Israel
too.

Ben-Dror Yemin, YED, 01.03.17

Israel just got more BDS than BDS

(...) When lawmakers propose a bill that accom-
plishes nothing, their only purpose is to trick their
constituents into believing that they are doing some-
thing useful. (...) BDS and international isolation is a
really big problem that Israel must tackle, and the
coalition wants to tell their constituents that they are
fighting it. So what’s the matter with their new law?
For starters, not only does it fail to combat BDS, it
arguably helps the cause. One of BDS'’s greatest
faults is that they view Israel through a simplistic
black and white lens. (...) BDS advocates should
see the nuances within Israeli society and realize
that there are Israelis fighting for the occupation as
well as those fighting against it. The law that just
passed inadvertantly tells advocates of BDS that
they are correct (...), that being “anti-Israel” and
“anti-settlements” is one and the same. It (...) blurs
the green line between Israel and the West Bank.
(...) It's time for this coalition to admit that there is a
very big difference between Israel and the West
Bank; that the borders of Israel do not include the
West Bank, and that there is a huge difference be-
tween a boycott of Israel and a boycott of the set-

tlements. (...) Do we want bills that stop contradicto-
ry views at our borders? Do we think it's the coali-
tion’s job to keep our minds and ears safe from
things they view as wrong? Of course not. The fact
is that BDS should be fought, but this is not the way
todoit. (...)

Tamar Zandberg, TOI, 07.03.17

Israel's new travel ban: Boycotting the truth

(...) From now on, entry to Israel will be prohibited to
non-Israelis (...) if they (...) “pledged to take part in
a boycott” of products produced in the settlements
(...). Thus the Netanyahu coalition continues to
intentionally blur the 1967 boundaries, actually play-
ing into the hands of those who seek to destroy
sovereign Israel entirely, and penalize those who
support its existence but oppose the occupation.
Among the latter are many Jews throughout the
world who work for the existence of the State of
Israel alongside a Palestinian state by opposing the
settlements. (...) Not only the relationship with the
Jews of the Diaspora is endangered by the new law;
so are diplomatic ties. (...) the EU and some of its
member countries (...) differentiate between Israel
and the territories in terms of funding, the marking of
products and agricultural imports. Will Israel now bar
entry from EU leaders and officials? (...) The pur-
pose of the law is not to protect Israel, but to protect
the settlements. (...) Israel has (...) slapped those
who love it and strengthened those who hate it.
Editorial, HAA, 08.03.17

An unnecessary law

(...) the law (...) that will ban foreign nationals call-
ing for boycotts of Israel or the settlements is un-
necessary. Israel already has laws in place that
enable persons deemed as dangerous to be banned
from entry to the country (..). Furthermore, the law
deepens the impression of Israel as country that is
becoming less and less tolerant and will deepen the
growing alienation of liberal Jews in the Diaspora
toward Israel. (...) BDS has failed to have any real
impact since it was launched in 2005. (...) the econ-
omy has bounced back in 2016 despite the soaring
shekel. (...) BDS does have the potential to cause
damage to Israel, but the way to prevent this from
happening is not by high-profile unnecessary laws
that only draw negative attention to Israel and pro-
vide the movement with the kind of publicity it so
desperately seeks.

llan Evyatar, JPO, 09.03.17



BDS travel ban: Is Israel sending the wrong
message?

(...) The Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions move-
ment tends to bring together a pretty despicable
group of people with distorted attitudes about Israel
who are often motivated by antisemitism.(...) We
therefore understand the desire on the part of our
lawmakers to prevent BDS activists of this sort from
entering Israel to spread their noxious ideas. The
anti- BDS law passed this week in the Knesset
seeks to do just that. The legislation makes it easier
to block foreign BDS activists from entering Israel.
(...) Israel, like any sovereign state, has the right to
regulate its borders and decide who can and who
cannot enter. (...) However, we believe that the
legislation has the potential to do more harm than
good. The law is ambiguous and difficult to enforce.
Ostensibly, it is supposed to target only those activ-
ists with standing who have the capability to cause
others to boycott Israel. However, the (...) law also
targets individuals who are calling to boycott settle-
ments, a position held by some Meretz MKs who are
emphatically Zionist but who are convinced that
Israel's continued control over the West Bank un-
dermines its future as a Jewish and democratic
state. (...) BDS activists’ obsession with Israel
smacks of antisemitism, but the best way to combat
these people is not via ambiguously worded legisla-
tion that gives low-level functionaries inordinate
power. We do not want to target individuals who are
adamant supporters of a Jewish state, but who
believe that holding onto the West Bank with its
large Palestinian population is detrimental to Israel’s
future. (...)

Editorial, JPO, 10.03.17

Gréberschandung auf jiidischen Friedhofen in
den USA

In den USA setzt sich die Serie der Verwiistungen
jldischer Friedhdfe fort. Auf dem Waad Hakolel
Friedhof in Rochester, im Staat New York seien auf
mindestens zw6If Grabern umgestiirzte und verun-
staltete Grabsteine entdeckt worden. In St. Louis
wurde ein Mann, der Drohungen gegen jidische
Einrichtungen ausgesprochen haben soll, inhaftiert.
Der 31-Jéhrige sei nach Polizeiinformationen von
seiner Freundin verlassen worden und habe mit den
Drohungen, darunter auch ein Bombenanschlag,
seine friihere Partnerin verunglimpfen wollen. Unter
anderem habe er die Warnungen im Namen der
Frau ausgesprochen. Bundesbeamten ermitteln in
122 Féllen von Bombendrohungen, die es in drei

Dutzend Staaten seit Januar gegen jiidische Schu-
len, Kindergérten und andere Einrichtungen gab.

Bringing together Jews and Muslims at a vandal-
ized cemetery

A Jewish cemetery vandalized in St. Louis, swasti-
kas show up in a New York City subway, over 100
tombstones damaged at a Jewish cemetery in Phil-
adelphia. This, unfortunately, is my America. (...)
Our nation faces a real crisis of neighbors becoming
strangers. We know more about world events but
less about each other. Pew reports that 62% of
Americans don’t know a Muslim and 39% don't
know a Jewish person. This ignorance results in not
caring for the other’'s humanity, hating the other and
ultimately committing acts of violence against the
other. (...) Islam is a religion promoting the freedom
of conscience. In the cemeteries and subway, we
see that this freedom was attacked. This is why
Ahmadi Muslims came to stand in solidarity with
members of the Jewish community. An attack on
one faith is an attack on all faiths. (...) But to ensure
we create lasting success we must ensure we en-
gage in lasting dialogue. One major mosque visit or
one hearty Shabbat dinner is about as useful as one
sunny day for a seedling. (...) Just as a seedling
requires ongoing nourishment, water and sunlight,
so too do Americans of all faiths and backgrounds.
(...) We needn'’t wait for the good times, we need to
work together to create them.

Salaam Bhatti, JPO, 01.03.17

Cemeteries, Stories, and Strength

(...) When most people look at a cemetery, they see
stones and death. (...) | see stories. Each stone
marks a person with a life and family. Many of the
stones have details of the deceased’s life recorded
(...). | had photographed one of the stones dese-
crated. Yente Leah Garber, who died in 1924, was
just eighteen years old. Vandals pushed her tree
stump shaped headstone, a sign of a life cut short,
onto the ground leaving those of her parents, Wil-
liam and Regina Garber, standing. (...) Yente was
the only daughter of the Garbers who met in Ameri-
ca and had lived in Rochester for decades. (...)
Jewish cemeteries have been the targets of vandal-
ism for centuries. (...) Yente Garber, who passed
away at just eighteen, hadn't finished her story;
another chapter was added when her marker was
pushed to the ground. (...) Why choose that particu-
lar stone to topple? Yente’s parents’ places of rest
were left undisturbed, right next to their daughter’s.
(...) It was an easy target. Smaller and probably
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lighter, Yente’s stone was the weakest point in her
burial block. (...) It is cowardly to attack the weak.
(...) As a community, we must use these incidents
as a moment to put our strength on full display. (...)
May our renewed spirit be the next page in Yente's
story.

Jeffrey Schraber, TOI, 03.03.17

Hate crimes: With opinions comes responsibility
(...) Whoever writes “Jews belong in gas chambers”
may, under certain circumstances, murder Jews.
(...) A society that wishes to live and preserve its
democracy must, therefore, punish him to the full
extent of the law, and make an example of him for
all to see. There are no extenuating circumstances
for a murder committed out of faith or ideology. For-
giveness legitimizes the next murder, the next mur-
ders.

Sever Plocker, YED, 03.03.17

A desecrated cemetery ended 150 years of con-
fidence in America

(...) Plotkin, Margolis, Grinberg, Adelsky, these
could be names of congregants, relatives or people
who went to summer camp with me. Nathanson,
Brent, Newman, Sheinbaum. (...) The oldest ceme-
tery in Prague is from 1439 and was used for 348
years (...). Most poignant here is that those buried,
in either place, are the lucky ones. They have known
graves, and were buried with honor and dignity in a
space dedicated to their memories (...), not dumped
in a mass burial spot after (...) | don’'t want any of
my descendants contemplating my grave and say-
ing, as | said (...), how lucky those in the ground are
not to know what has taken place above it.

Beth Kissileff, HAA, 02.03.17

Facing antisemitism: Counter hate with love

(...) Prank calls are random acts of harassment.
These calls are acts of hate. These calls (...) are
planned, coordinated acts of antisemitism, just as
the desecration of Jewish cemeteries in St. Louis
and Philadelphia are acts antisemitism. (...) Anti-
semitism is a complex brew of fear, envy and un-
ease with people who are “different.” We have a lot
of customs that set us apart from our neighbors,
ranging from the choices of what we eat at the bar-
becue, to waving agricultural products around in the
air every fall, to living on crackers for a week every
spring, or not working on Saturday. (...) it's more
important than ever that we affirm our Judaism,
proudly and publicly; that we cling to our quirky
customs as a badge of pride. Because doing so -

while at the same countering hate with love — will
contribute to the betterment of the world. We need a
world where all are accepted, regardless of how
they pray, what they wear, or whom they love. (...)
The answer to hatred is to refuse to demonize ANY
other group (...). Be a “visible Jew” and go to events
supporting other minority groups, whether it's Mus-
lims, African-Americans, refugees or immigrants. Be
a light to the nations. Set a good example of love,
acceptance and compassion. (...)

Barry Leff, JPO, 06.03.17

Medienquerschnitt
Quid pro quo

Something is rotten in the state of the Israeli
Labor Party

Under the most basic rules {...), Eitan Cabel's politi-
cal career probably came to an end (...). The term
“shady deal” used by Labor Party Chairman Isaac
Herzog (...) was actually an understatement. (...)
Cabel (...) made a deal with fellow Labor Party
lawmaker Shelly Yacimovich that he would put his
Histadrut labor federation faction in her hands, to
help her campaign to become the new union leader,
while she in turn would support his potential bid to
become Labor Party chief. (...) taped monologues of
Cabel’s behind-closed-doors meeting with Histadrut
faction members have tarred him with all the nega-
tive stereotypes that can stick to a politician: that
he’s cynical, devoid of ideology, ruthless and coarse
(...). He will no longer be able to vie for the leader-
ship of the Labor Party — his great dream, as he
once put it. If he did run, he'd be sure to face a
stunning defeat. Yacimovich has also sustained
some damage (...). Despite her popularity among
the public, her attempts to win the Histadrut leader-
ship against the incumbent, Avi Nissenkorn — as dull
as he is — were never going to be a walk in the park.
Now, given the new circumstances, she will appear
even more like the sweating Sisyphean candidate
on the hilltop, a knotted rope binding her feet to-
gether.

Yossi Verter, HAA, 04.03.17

Lob fiir Tzipi Livni

Tzipi Livni, Israel's Angela Merkel

(...) If Isaac Herzog, now Labor’s chairman, had not
woken up in time and realized that he must join
forces with Tzipi Livni to stop the collapse, Labor
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might have won only eight seats in the 2015 elec-
tion. The tie-up with Livni worked. (...) After Shaul
Mofaz destroyed her former party, Kadima, Livni
was left alone, fighting all by herself and struggling
to recruit sufficient forces because the field was split
among too many different parties. Her decision to
join with one of the largest relevant players, the
Labor Party, caused an immediate spike in the
number of its supporters and became an enormous
asset for Labor. (...) Zionist Union’s achievement in
the last election shows that when it comes to the
principal political consideration — the number of
MKs — those who recognized Livni’s importance
came out ahead. Livni is an unusual and admirable
phenomenon in Israeli politics. She is our Angela
Merkel, with the addition of humor and irony. She’s a
serious, clearheaded woman who grew up in the
right, but whose head and heart are in the right
place. The fact that Labor is in no rush to adopt the
new platform of Zionist Union headed by Lvini as the
main foundation for the left's next battle with Likud
and Habayit Hayehudi (...) is in itself one of the
saddest proofs of the party’s demise.

Tzvia Greenfield, HAA, 06.03.17

Zwei Staaten oder Annexion

Zionism’s anti-Zionist protector

(...) without completely rejecting the annexation
idea—| suggest that it should be fulfilled like cau-
tious planners act before building an enormous
factory: They look into its feasibility through a mod-
est experiment and decide to expand it only after
carefully examining its results. (...) we were sur-
prised by Joint List and Knesset Member Ahmad
Tibi, who joined the president in supporting the
annexation idea. But if the Zionist president and the
Palestinian MK hold a similar view on the long-
awaited state, doesn'’t it mean that there is some-
thing wrong with their vision? The answer to this
question is simple: The shrewd Tibi is not interested
in an annexation, because he knows—like the Jews
who have not become inundated by their passion for
the territories—that one state would be a disaster.
When he predicted that he would be the elected
prime minister in this state, his intention was to warn
the Jews of the results of the annexation and urge
them to let go of the occupied territories and create
a fundamental change in the situation of Israel's
Arabs. The anti-Zionist Arab is protecting Zionism
better than the president of the Zionist state.

Yaron London, YED, 06.03.17

Internationaler Frauentag

Continue aspiring for change

International Women's Day is always a time of reck-
oning. (...) But what about some introspection? (...)
it is worthwhile for us to consider whether we are
happy both on the inside and out. (...) Many of us
have a packed, busy and tiring routine (...), but
meeting the goals we have set for ourselves can
provide a sense of pride. We must safeguard and
preserve this feeling. (...) We are successful, suc-
ceeding and overcoming societal and personal ob-
stacles, and we are certainly worthy of appreciation
from ourselves and from others. It is also important
that the men by our sides remember that. But along-
side the positive reality, there is also a harsh reality.
(...) This year, too many young women were humili-
ated, (...) physically attacked and even lost their
lives (...). Each time something of this nature hap-
pens, the Israeli public is horrified for a minute,
maybe two, and then continues on its way. (...) It is
important that on this International Women's Day we
understand that without real, significant change in
our worldview, this reality will continue to beat us
down. (...) It is up to us as much as it is up to the
men by our sides.

Odelia Friedman, IHY, 08.03.17

Chauvinistischer Rabbiner

Freedom of speech vs. values

(...) The hyphenation between "Jewish" and "demo-
cratic" is the biggest historical challenge facing Is-
raeli society today (...). Israeli democracy is open
and liberal. (...) In a democratic country, everyone
enjoys freedom of expression -- certainly those who
work in education and instilling values in young
people. Levinstein has the right to say what he
wants, but anyone who heads a pre-military pre-
paratory academy and receives significant backing
from the IDF should behave with a certain amount of
restraint. There are justified complaints about cultur-
al figures who receive state funding and whose
works attack the state. Similarly, the IDF chief rabbi
should remember in his Torah lessons that the IDF
is made up of a wide spectrum of soldiers who hold
different worldviews. We should expect that the
head of a pre-army program will not express opin-
ions that go against military conduct for as long as
he is serving as head of the program. (...) watching
one's tongue is key to the behavioral norms that
keep society whole. The use of extremist remarks is



unhelpful and contradicts all methods of education
and leadership. (...)
Dr. Haim Shine, IHY, 09.03.17

HAA = Haaretz
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