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1. Israels neue Regierung nimmt ihre Arbeit
auf

Mit einer Rekordzahl von neun Frauen in der insge-
samt 27 Sitze umfassenden Regierung und weiteren
zehn Frauen, die zu Generaldirektorinnen in den
Ministerien ernannt wurden, geht Israels neue Koali-
tion an den Start. Fiir eine enge Zusammenarbeit
sprachen sich die Minister_innen fir Transport,
Energie, Umwelt und Wirtschaft aus, um gemeinsam
verstarkt Malinahmen fiir eine nachhaltige Politik
voranzutreiben. Etwas miihsam gestalteten sich
zwischenzeitlich ~ die ~ Absprachen mit  Ex-
Regierungschef Benjamin Netanyahu (ber die
Réumung der offiziellen Residenz in der Balfour-
Stralle. Netanyahu ldsst sich Zeit mit dem Auszug
aus seinem langjéhrigen Amtssitz. Die erste offiziel-
le Reise von Yair Lapid als AuBenminister fiihrte
unterdessen in die Vereinigten Arabischen Emirate.
Es war die bislang erste Visite eines israelischen
Chefdiplomaten in der Golf-Monarchie. Die beiden
Lénder hatten erst im vergangenen Jahr ihre Bezie-
hungen normalisiert.

Israel's new government can begin healing a
divided society

Israel's most famous diplomat, Abba Eban, had
good reason to once observe that in a country like
Israel, those who do not believe in miracles are
unrealistic. It appears as if Israel is now witnessing a
new miracle. Israel's new “coalition for change” is
composed of eight factions that represent vastly

Israels neue Regierung nimmt ihre Arbeit auf ..............

Sorge in Israel nach Wahlsieg von Raisi......................
Medienquerschnitt................cccoooovnerncccee

Anstieg von Corona-Neuinfektionen/PA schickt Impfdosen zuriick...............c.ccccocoviinnnnininnineeee e, 4

different “tribes” in Israeli society. The formation of
this coalition is a signal that Israeli society is a life-
affirming one. It is a step forward for stateliness and
a step backward for divisiveness. It is a statement
that says Israel’'s national interest really does stand
above all other considerations. (...) As Mark Twain
once quipped, politicians and diapers have to be
changed frequently, and for the same reasons. (...)
this hybrid government, made up of right-wing, cen-
trist, and left-wing parties will (...) safeguard the
independence of the judicial branch (...).

Henrique Cymerman, JPO, 17.06.21

Netanyahu's transition to Bennett is an insult to
Israel

(...) there is an election, then coalition talks, and
then a government is sworn in. There is no built-in
time before the new leader takes office to sit and
review the most sensitive matters that are known
only to prime ministers. If a transition happens, it
needs to happen only after the old prime minister
has left and the new prime minister has come in.
(...) Balfour is a symbol no less than the chair Ben-
nett now sits on in the Knesset, or the large wooden
desk he now sits behind in the Prime Minister's
Office. Being prime minister is not just holding the
title and filling the position. It is a role that also car-
ries with it great symbolism. When people see
someone in that chair working on their behalf, it
gives them confidence and a sense of security, both
important for the function of a society; when there is
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a feeling that someone is at the helm and in control
of the state, that same state has a better chance of
staying under control. That is why Netanyahu needs
to leave Balfour immediately. (...) With Netanyahu
on the sidelines breathing down this government’s
neck, there will be a constant layer of pressure that
Bennett and Yair Lapid will have to learn to ignore,
no matter the noise and potential political price.
What can make a difference are two approaches
that both Washington and Jerusalem can take to
one another in their talks. Bennett should firstly not
wait for the Biden administration to roll out its own
plan for the Palestinians — he should take the initia-
tive and draft one of his own. (...) Where a collision
will likely happen is on Iran. (...) It will not be simple.
Yaakov Katz, JPO, 19.06.21

Israel's most diverse, interesting and complex
government

Israelis of all political stripes have experienced out-
rage and betrayal when their elected representatives
defected to the other side of the political divide. (...)
Now there are those on the right, the religious Zion-
ist right for the most part, who also feel betrayed,
after Prime Minister Naftali Bennett, a former settle-
ment advocate and leader of the religious right,
partnered with the left and with the Islamist Ra'am
party to form the new coalition (...) It is a humiliating
feeling for his voters, and could lead to the sense
that politics is a nothing but a con masking the
greatest of frauds. (...) Unlike its predecessor, the
new government does not ignore 50% of Israelis,
those who hold left-wing liberal views. It is the most
diverse, interesting and complex government Israel
has ever known. It contains a right-wing contingen-
cy, it represents the national religious sector, in-
cludes the left-wing, the Russian-speaking elec-
torate and for the first time in Israel's history pro-
ports to give equal standing to the Arab community.
This all-Israeli alliance is a courageous effort to
represent the most people and has declared itself to
be the government of reconciliation (...). The new
government cast aside the paradigm that certain
sectors of the society must be the enemies of other
sectors (...). Most Israelis know that Netanyahu's
political agendas were motivated by his personal
interests. And despite his efforts to divide them, they
know Israel has no interest in being divided into
opposing sectors. It is now up to those who formed
the new government to continue their mission ac-
cordingly.

Raanan Shaked, YED, 19.06.21

Alittle friendly advice for Bennett and Lapid

(...) Israel’'s natural place is among liberal democrat-
ic states. (...) Relations with our strategic ally, the
United States, must be mended quickly. Israel's
intimate relationship with the Trump administration
damaged ties with the Democratic Party and under-
mined its standing in the American public arena
where it had always enjoyed impressive bipartisan
support. U.S. President Joe Biden is a true friend,
but he does not operate in a vacuum. (...) Now more
than ever, Israel needs a diplomatic initiative, one
that highlights the positive rather than the negative.
Israel should strategize to peacefully integrate into
the region and the international arena in general.
(...) A diplomatic initiative that attempts to resolve
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, no matter how tough
and complex, creates momentum. (...) The coalition
agreement refers to the importance of strengthening
the foreign policy component of Israel's national
security and it must be translated into action. (...)
The State of Israel is a regional power — diplomatic,
military and economic — but it is also a state that
occupies Palestinian disputed territories. Rather
than perceiving the high expectations of Israel as an
unfair outrage, we should view them as a compli-
ment. Adopting these principles will bolster Israel’s
standing and position far more than the many enti-
ties engaged in "Hasbara", mostly without any coor-
dination.

Michael Harari, YED, 20.06.21

Abraham Accords won’t just survive under Ben-
nett, but flourish

(...) Not only will they survive, the Abraham Accords
will now be free to flourish and reach new heights.
The fact that Foreign Minister Yair Lapid’s first visit
abroad will be to the UAE is a good indicator. (...)
Shared security, economic, scientific and research
interests moved Israel and the Gulf states closer.
(...) conditions are ripe for the new government to
forge ahead and realize the potential of the relation-
ship. (...) The new government is also expected to
enhance its management of relations with Arab
states, given the expected strengthening of the
Foreign Ministry under Lapid and the ministry’s
newly restored responsibilities, and given the re-
newed predominance of diplomatic and professional
considerations (...) in decision-making. (...) The
intention of the newly appointed Minister of Regional
Cooperation Esawi Frej to intensify the involvement
of Israel's Arab citizens in relations with the normali-
zation states augurs well, too. Government
measures to promote dialogue with the Palestinian
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Authority would be very beneficial for its relations
with the Arab world, as well. (...)
Nimrod Goren, JPO, 23.06.21

Government priority: Israelis need affordable
housing

The Naftali Bennett-Yair Lapid-led “change” gov-
ernment consists of such a divergent bunch of coali-
tion partners that it's sometimes difficult to fathom
how they'll be able to work together. Since there’s
disagreement across the board on far-reaching
issues such as Palestinian statehood and the future
of settlements, it's unlikely that this government is
going to move ahead in any direction. But on issues
like formulating a state budget (...) the government
(...) seems to be quite equipped to act quickly and
efficiently. Another issue that this government can
and must deal with as a top priority (...) is the un-
wieldy and obscene cost of apartments. There is
probably not a more critical catalyst for young Israe-
lis choosing to leave the country than the inability to
afford to buy an apartment. (...) The last Israeli
government neglected housing, and that will lead to
a substantial rise in prices (...). The government has
set a target of adding 300,000 units to the home
market, while just over 50,000 are currently being
approved each year. But even with more housing,
the exorbitant prices still make buying an apartment
prohibitive for most people. (...) now is the time to
focus on making Israel a functioning country again
with a functioning government that works for the
people, not to stay in power. People need housing.
Let's make it affordable.

Editorial, JPO, 23.06.21

On the resilience of Israeli democracy

The government recently changed hands, despite
serious fears and vain attempts to torpedo it at the
last moment. This achievement for the democratic
process has been attributed to various causes: the
ongoing demonstrations, various types of opposi-
tion, an independent justice system, a critical and
sometimes aggressive media, repeated elections
that produced no clear victor, former Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu's trial. All this came together in
a critical mass. Yet it's worth pausing for a moment
not just on these proximate causes, but on the
deeper foundations of Israel's political culture. (...)
the Jews in exile developed, over the course of
centuries, a unique political culture rooted not in
normative texts (...), but in the concrete social reality
of Jewish life. This culture included a communal
tradition that was essentially voluntary, and the

mechanism for operating it was elections. When
Jews sought to maintain Jewish life as they under-
stood it in exile, they were forced to do so on the
basis of voluntary associations. If they wanted, for
instance, to establish a synagogue or educate their
children, they didn’t have their own state or central-
ized religious institutions that could provide such
services. Therefore, the only option was to organize
on their own, of their own free wills. To do so, they
elected institutions and set rules for elections and
community taxes. (...) these communities weren't
led by rabbis, but by elected community leaders.
(...) each community determined its own bylaws and
rules. (...) The paradox is that while the surrounding
societies were ruled by sultans, kings and emperors,
the Jewish community — despite its lack of statehood
and sovereignty — was ruled by its own members.
(...) political pluralism, elections and a multiplicity of
parties have characterized modern Jewish life in
both the Zionist movement and the State of Israel.
(...) The shameful scene at the Knesset when Nafta-
li Bennett gave his inaugural speech as prime minis-
ter, coupled with several moves and statements by
rightists since the new government was formed,
attests to trends that contradict this historical Jewish
political culture and might well prove dangerous.
Consequently, we must hope the traditional plural-
ism and anti-authoritarianism that’s so rooted in our
society will also continue to accompany the Jewish
state in the future.

Shlomo Avineri, HAA, 27.06.21

Contrary to Netanyahu's claims, Israel's new
government is not weak on defense

(...) Netanyahu (...) continually says that Prime
Minister Naftali Bennett's coalition, which managed
to oust him after a 12-year rule, is a” weak and dan-
gerous leftist government.” Bennett and his partner
in the rotating government, Yair Lapid, are not seen
as strong security figures. (...) Gantz managed to
position himself as a natural and trustworthy de-
fense minister. He has the professional skill and
peace of mind required to deal with what is per-
ceived by Israelis as the only true life and death
issue - national security. (...) The question is, how-
ever, what will happen in the more turbulent days
that likely lie ahead? What will happen if the fighting
against Gaza's terror factions resumes? If a confron-
tation against Lebanon's Hezbollah breaks out? If
terrorist attacks take place in the West Bank? If Iran
becomes stronger thanks to the return to the 2015
nuclear deal? These issues will surely be empha-
sized relentlessly by opposition leader Netanyahu
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(...). The one who can aid Gantz (...) is current
Chief of Staff Aviv Kochavi. The military chief is a
public figure who has a great deal of influence, es-
pecially in times of emergency. Kochavi is perceived
differently from Gantz, whose progress in the army
seemed to have depended more on luck and less on
his operational capabilities. Kochavi, on the other
hand, was marked for the position of military chief
very early on. He has a winning combination of
intellect, charisma and originality in military thinking.
(...) Gantz apparently understands the importance
of having a chief of staff with a respectable resume
and a positive public reputation. (...) The defense
minister also promised that he would enter politics
for only ten years, partnering with Kochavi would
allow him to cultivate a worthy successor. More
importantly, it will help him stabilize the defense
establishment and deprive Netanyahu of the only
tool that could bring him back to power.

Baruch Leshem, YED, 28.06.21

2. Anstieg von Corona-Neuinfektionen/PA
schickt Impfdosen zuriick

In Israel steigt trotz der hohen Impfquote die Zahl
der registrierten Corona-Neuinfektionen wieder an.
Uber 300 Neuinfektionen zéhlte das Gesundheits-
ministerium an nur einem Tag — so viele, wie zuletzt
im April. Der grofte Teil der Neuinfektionen steht im
Zusammenhang mit der aggressiveren Delta-
Variante des Coronavirus. In geschlossenen Ré&u-
men gilt erneut Maskenpflicht. Ministerprésident
Naftali Bennett appellierte an die Blirger_innen, von
Auslandsreisen abzusehen. Die zunéchst fir den
1. Juli geplante Offnung des Landes fiir geimpfte
Tourist_innen wurde verschoben. Zudem hat das
Corona-Kabinett erneut die Arbeit aufgenommen.
Die Delta-Variante verbreitet sich verstérkt auch
unter jiingeren Menschen. Unterdessen lehnte die
Paléstinensische ~ Autonomiebehérde (PA) den
Tausch von rund einer Million Biontech/Pfizer-
Impfdosen mit Israel ab. Die Fiihrung in Ramallah
begriindete die Entscheidung mit Verweis auf das
baldige Ablaufdatum. Geplant war, rund eine Million
Impfdosen, deren Haltbarkeit Ende Juli ablaufen
wird, an die Palastinensische Autonomiebehérde
(PA) zu liefern und damit dem momentanen Eng-
pass bei der Verfiigharkeit von Corona-Impfstoff in
den paléstinensischen Gebieten zu begegnen. Im
Gegenzug sollte Israel zum Jahresende im gleichen
Umfang Dosen aus einer Lieferung von Pfizer an die
PA erhalten.

Despite successful vaccine rollout, coronavirus
is still here

(...) The pandemic rages on and gives way to the
emergence of new variants that seem to be gaining
ground around the world. Israel is not immune to the
effects of the Delta variant, which is far more conta-
gious than the UK one and will likely spread much
faster now that social distancing measures have
been lifted. (...) The new government must take
immediate action to prevent the virus from spreading
further and put into place adequate prevention
measures at Israel's primary gateway — the Ben
Gurion International Airport. (...) The country's virus
testing apparatus must be bolstered after dedicated
testing sites were shut down, and strict quarantine
policies must be reinstated after vaccinated or re-
covering lIsraelis were exempt from self-isolating,
even after coming into contact with confirmed pa-
tients. Bennett must hike up fines for breaching
quarantine substantially and limit travel to countries
with high infection rates. But no less important is
personal responsibility on the side of each Israel.
(...) Israelis must understand that (...) if they do
choose to travel abroad, self-isolating upon their
return must be the first consideration on their minds.
Sarit Rosenblum, YED, 21.06.21

Israel must fight to maintain upper hand against
COoVvID

(...) With hundreds of new confirmed cases a day,
Israel is in the midst of a new, accelerated, and
dangerous coronavirus outbreak, one that could
lead to a fourth wave of the pandemic in Israel in
which the highly infectious Delta variant takes prec-
edence. (...) this variant (...) is far more dangerous
and lethal to the unvaccinated. To prevent this latest
outbreak from turning into a fourth wave, the gov-
ernment and the recently reinstated coronavirus
cabinet must take significant and immediate steps to
moderate and prevent a continued outbreak, in
contrast with the hesitation and embarrassing weak-
ness displayed by Prime Minister Naftali Bennett
and Health Minister Nitzan Horowitz thus far. (...)
Restrictions on entering and exiting Israel must
immediately be put in place to prevent people leav-
ing the country and mainly entering the country to
the extent that this is possible. (...) The government
must continue, and in fact relaunch, the campaign to
vaccinate teens aged 12 to 15, as well as the hun-
dreds of thousands of Israelis over age 16 who have
opted against vaccination, thereby thwarting the
national effort to rein in the pandemic. (...) The
coronavirus cabinet must reinstate the green and
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purple pass programs so that indoor venues will only
be authorized to allow entry to the vaccinated or
those who have recovered from the virus. The cabi-
net must also reintroduce restrictions on gatherings
in both open and indoor spaces. (...) There's no time
tolose. (...)

Ran Reznik, YED, 27.06.21

Israel and PA need to work together on COVID
vaccines

Israel delivered a first shipment of Pfizer COVID-19
vaccines to the Palestinian authority. Some 100,000
doses were transferred (...). Under the deal, in Sep-
tember or October, when the doses purchased from
Pfizer by the PA are expected to arrive, the same
number of doses would be returned to Israel. The
advantages of the deal are clear: a large number of
Palestinians will be vaccinated months earlier than
planned, thereby helping to reduce the infection rate
in the Palestinian territories. (...) Sounds nice, right?
It was, until the PA decided (...) to cancel the deal
for all the wrong reasons. Firstly the Palestinians
claimed that the vaccines were expiring soon and
therefore, it did not want them. (...) The second
excuse for the cancellation was a reported Israeli
demand that the vaccines be used in the West Bank
and not the Gaza Strip. (...) Israel (...) has a clear
interest in seeing Palestinians in Gaza get vaccinat-
ed (...). The Palestinians also have a clear interest.
The vaccines the PA purchased from Pfizer will not
arrive before the end of the year. (...) Whether the
sides want it or not, what happens to one impacts
the other. This is true with the coronavirus and the
vaccines and this is also true when it comes to both
economies. Working together will help all, Israelis
and Palestinians.

Editorial, JPO, 19.06.21

Hurting Israel matters more

The Palestinian Authority's refusal to accept 1 mil-
lion doses of Pfizer vaccines as part of an exchange
deal with Israel is a clear indication that Ramallah
officials could not care less about the health of their
people. (...) Ramallah was well aware that the first
shipment would include vaccines close to their expi-
ry. In fact, the PA only signed the deal with Israel
after speaking to Pfizer that confirmed that they
were safe to use. (...) Why, then, did the Palestinian
leadership go back on the agreement? After it be-
came clear to Israel that Ramallah was planning to
transfer most of the first shipment to the Gaza Strip,
it vetoed the move. (...) It was at this point that
Ramallah decided to cancel the agreement, using

the expiration dates as an excuse. (...) no deal can
be struck with the Palestinian leadership, for they
care more about hurting Israel's international stand-
ing than they do about the health and well-being of
their own people.

Daniel Siryoti, IHY, 20.06.21

Why the PA scrapped the initial vaccine deal
with Israel

The Palestinian Authority’s hasty decision (...) to
cancel the initial Pfizer vaccine-exchange deal with
Israel came shortly after a public outcry, particularly
on social media, over the expiration date of the
doses. (...) many Palestinians continued to call for
the formation of an independent commission of
inquiry to look into the fiasco surrounding the vac-
cine agreement. (...) Judging from the reactions of
many Palestinians to the Pfizer vaccine-exchange
agreement, they seem convinced that corrupt senior
PA officials were in collusion with the Israeli authori-
ties to provide out-of-date vaccines to the Palestini-
an public. (...) The PA has long been facing criticism
from many Palestinians not only because of corrup-
tion, but also over its continued security coordination
with Israel in the West Bank. (...) The vaccine
agreement with Israel was supposed to boost the
PA’s already tarnished reputation and show that it is
doing its utmost to provide the doses to the Palestin-
ians. (...) But the botched deal has turned out to be
one of the worst PR disasters for the PA, whose
leaders are currently working to limit the damage
and prevent their critics and political rivals from
cashing in on the “scandal.”

Khaled Abu Toameh, JPO, 20.06.21

3. Sorge in Israel nach Wahlsieg von Raisi

Die Wahl von Ebrahim Raisi zum neuen iranischen
Présidenten stiel8 in Israel auf scharfe Kritik. "Der
neue Président des Irans ist ein radikaler Mensch,
der fiir den Tod von Tausenden von Iranern verant-
wortlich ist", twitterte Aulenminister Yair Lapid.
Auch der neue israelische Regierungschef Naftali
Bennett zeigte sich empért (iber den Wahlsieg des
LHenkers von Teheran®, Gerade jetzt miisse alles
darangesetzt werden, das iranische Atomprogramm
zu stoppen. "Einem Regime von brutalen Henkern
darf niemals erlaubt werden, Massenverichtungs-
waffen zu besitzen." In den Reihen der iranischen
Exil-Opposition und Menschenrechtsgruppen ist
Raisis Name mit Massenhinrichtungen verbunden.
Als stellvertretender Staatsanwalt des Revolutions-
gerichts in Teheran war er nach der islamischen
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Revolution als Mitglied der "Todeskommission" an
aulBergerichtlichen Hinrichtungen von Regimegeg-
ner_innen beteiligt, so berichtet die internationale
Menschenrechtsorganisation Amnesty International.

Iranian election: Changing faces, not politics

The Iranian presidential election (...) are witnessing
an absence of actual competition due to the tighten-
ing of the screws on the most competitive candi-
dates (...). This resulted in the domination by the
most hard-line movement of a list of seven candi-
dates (...). Raisi is considered the (...) preferred
candidate of the regime’s most hard-line wing. Raisi
has long been known as the death penalty judge, as
he was one of the judges who formed the so-called
death commission, which issued death sentences
against many opposition elements despite the expiry
of their sentences in prisons (...). Despite the ab-
sence of competition, these elections have interna-
tional follow-up given that there is an international
concemn that they may have a possible negative
impact on Iran’s position in the ongoing negotiations
in Vienna regarding a return to the nuclear agree-
ment (...).

Salem Alketbi, JPO, 17.06.21

No matter who wins, the ayatollahs must go

In Iran, elections, like other issues, are based on
fraud and mischief. (...) As a general procedure, the
Islamic Republic uses electoral engineering to buy
legitimacy. (...) the Guardian Council approved
seven candidates for presidential elections and
disqualified leading figures (...). There are always
two leading candidates and several junk candidates
to put up a show of a fight, to keep false hope of
democracy alive. The nation's will and the people's
demands have never been a matter of importance to
the ruling system. (...) Raisi, who was born in
Mashhad and is notorious for mass executions of
Iranian political prisoners in 1988, has both political
and economic support.

The shadow government is eager to tighten the
Islamic Republic's grip on Iran in a sham race domi-
nated by hardline candidates close to Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, with widespread
outrage over economic difficulties and curbs on
freedoms set to keep many Iranians at home. But
the Jew-hating regime's schemers and strategists
will not sit idle, and they certainly have a plan. (...) If
Raisi wins, the ultraconservative cleric will be a
more reliable, controlled president who acts in the
interests of the hardliners. Whether a hardliner or a
so-called moderate wins, nothing will change in the

regime's foreign policy, as the only differences be-
tween them are the length of their beard and the
color of their turbans. (...) No matter who is elected
(...) world leaders should agree to find a solution to
remove the cancerous tumor in the Middle East, not
make deals with it. In Iran, the Jew-hater deep state
sets up strategies and the elected government exe-
cutes what the shadow government decides.

Kaveh Taheri, IHY, 18.06.21

The important story on Iran's new president

(...) Iran’s President-elect Ebrahim Raisi (...) had
earned the hard-liner status by playing a pivotal role
in executing thousands of opposition prisoners in
1988 as part of the Death Committee. During the
Green Revolution in 2009, he brutally suppressed
the protesters who attempted to throw off the shack-
les of the repressive Islamic government, while the
Obama administration pointedly ignored their strug-
gle. But the American designation of any Iranian
government official as a moderate is not only false
but dangerous. Rouhani was never a moderate. He
was the most moderate hard-liner tolerated by the
Guardian Council in 2013 that approved presidential
candidates and which the supreme leader controls.
(...) Raisi, the hard-liner of hard-liners (...) is not
opposed to rejoining the JCPOA, as long as he (...)
can get sanctions relief to reverse the devastating
effects on the regime of the Trump-era sanctions.
(...) Raisi expresses positions that are even more
aligned to Khamenei's views on domestic and for-
eign issues. (...) Raisi's job will be made infinitely
easier as the Biden administration is already chomp-
ing at the bit to return to the JCPOA and celebrate a
return to the JCPOA as an American victory. If only.
The US has already blinked, removing some Trump
sanctions. (...) If Israel still believes in the Begin
Doctrine, never to let an enemy state have nuclear
weapons, the ascendancy of Raisi and the end of
American sanctions increases the chance for a
preemptive Israeli strike in Iran and a large-scale
regional war drawing in all players. Let us hope that
Biden's allegiance to former president Obama’s
legacy does not blind him to the likely consequences
of a deal that President-elect and future supreme
leader Raisi will appreciate.

Eric R. Mandel, JPO, 22.06.21

Salvaging and improving the Iran Nuclear
agreement

(...) The Biden administration is seeking to remedy
the mess Trump created by trying to craft a better, or
“‘longer and stronger,” agreement, which obligated
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Iran to freeze its nuclear program in exchange for
sanctions relief. (...) If the agreement is revised to
everyone’s satisfaction, the United States and its
allies can push for a broader accord that would rein
in Iran’s hegemonic and destabilizing activities in the
Middle East and restrict its ballistic missile program,
both of which are immense causes of concern, par-
ticularly in Israel and Saudi Arabia. (...) President-
elect Ebrahim Raisi (...) has apparently adopted a
new and disturbing policy. ( ...) At his first news
conference, he said, “Regional issues and missiles
are not negotiable.” (...) Raisi (...) wishes to return
to the original agreement. (...) Given Raisi’s unhelp-
ful comments, it is questionable whether the agree-
ment can be salvaged, much less improved in the
weeks or months ahead. In the meantime, Israel’s
new prime minister, Naftali Bennett, has said he
opposes the reentry of the United States into the
agreement and will do everything possible to pre-
vent Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons. (...)
Biden will have to take Israel’'s position into account
as the talks in Vienna edge closer to an endpoint.
Sheldon Kirshner, TOI, 25.06.21

On Iran, Israel must not reprise Netanyahu's
disastrous role in the Irag War and rise of al-
Qaida

As lIsrael's former Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu bows out, some of his ideas that have not only
guided Israel’s security policies but also inspired
America’s military interventions in the Middle East
remain with us. By sending a defiant message to the
United States, emphasizing Israel's refusal to take
part in its negotiations with Iran, Major General Aviv
Kochavi, Israel’'s Chief of Staff, and Naftali Bennett,
Israel's new Prime Minister, seem to be continuing
Netanyahu’s confrontational approach. (...) From his
perspective, military might, or “implementing power”
as he characterized it, was the solution to interna-
tional crises. This recommendation to use force was
followed by his optimistic assessment that military
force triggers a virtuous circle of victory: "[W]inning
and winning and winning." (...) In contrast to Netan-
yahu'’s prediction, the United States did not "win" in
Iraqg. (...) Not only did the wild goose chase in Iraq
draw a painful price from Iraq and the United States,
it also enhanced the power of America’s nemesis,
Iran, and al-Qaida. The boomerang effect was a
result of the fact that when the United States toppled
Saddam Hussein’s regime, it in fact opened Iraq’s
door for Iran. (...) The second beneficiaries of Mr.
Netanyahu’s misguided advice were al-Qaida, who
carried out the 9/11 attacks two years earlier. Al-

Qaida’s operatives understood (...) political and
military chaos constitute an ideal environment for
terrorists. (...) Netanyahu's advice backfired once
again in 2018, when he convinced President Donald
Trump to withdraw from the Iran nuclear deal. As a
consequence, Iran intensified its efforts to attain
nuclear weapons and today it is closer to reaching
that point than it was in 2018. (...)

Nimrod Hurvitz, HAA, 27.06.21

4. Medienquerschnitt
Sicherheitslage von Israels Siiden bleibt fragil

Israel must return to sanity on Gaza

(...) Hamas has successfully cast a shadow across
the entire country with its constant threats of rocket
fire and retaliation against Israel and its civilian
population. This is a clear victory for the terrorist
group. (...) The real challenge facing Prime Minister
Natali Bennett's nascent government is to change
this worrying paradigm. Currently, the hundreds of
thousands of Israelis in the south live in constant
fear due to Hamas, with only an occasional reprieve
from the rocket fire and arson attacks to provide any
comfort and peace of mind. (...) The IDF must take
even more care to avoid civilian casualties, given
the fact that every Palestinian child who tragically
dies in such confrontations (...) eventually winds up
on the front page of The New York Times. A French
president or German chancellor would never de-
mand that the U.S. halt its operations against the
Taliban because of civilian casualties. (...) Israel
cannot return to the policies of former prime minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, who allowed Qatar to transfer
huge sums to Gaza every month and without over-
sight. The issue lies in the fact that Qatar is a state
that supports terrorism. (...) Allowing Qatar to send
money into the Strip is akin to setting the foxes to
guard the hen house. (...) Israel and the West must
offer to rehabilitate Gaza and aid its people in ex-
change for the disarmament of all terror factions in
the Strip. (...) And Qatar is most welcome to help,
but only through a mechanism overseen by the
international community. (...)

Ben-Dror Yemini, YED, 20.06.21

Hamas just proved Gulf states were right to
normalize with Israel

Weeks after the most significant Hamas-led terrorist
attacks against Israel since 2014, the broader geo-
political landscape in the region puts Israel in the
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driver’s seat to seize greater opportunities to pres-
sure terror groups. The Abraham Accords not only
heralded a new era of economic prosperity between
the Jewish state and Gulf nations, but also an open-
ness to push back jointly and publicly against the
regional ambitions of Tehran and its destabilizing
proxies across the Middle East. (...) it appears that
Hamas only succeeded in damaging the "Palestini-
an narrative" and strengthening the Accords, by
underscoring the threat of unpredictable Iranian-
backed terror.  coalition is in the Iranian regime’s
interests. (...) Israel, the UAE and Bahrain — better
secured and strengthened by each other — now say
out loud what was once said in quiet rooms between
regional intelligence officials: until Iran’s tentacles
are cut, no nation in the region can expect security
and stability. Sadly, none of the signatories have the
power to do so alone. (...) The Abraham Accords
created peace, and the promise of prosperity and
cooperation between Arab states and the Jewish
state. The Accords might also be the backbone of a
united regional approach to Iran (...).

Boris Zilberman, HAA, 21.06.21

Einschrankungen bei der Zusammenfiihrung
palastinensischer Familien

Israeli parliament must allow Palestinian families
to reunite

Every year, the Knesset convenes in order to extend
for an additional year the emergency order that
allows the state to prevent Palestinians living in the
West Bank and the Gaza Strip who are married to
Israeli citizens from living with their spouses in Isra-
el. (...) Ostensibly, the amendment is a security
measure. During the second intifada, military author-
ities convinced lawmakers that Palestinians who
received Israeli IDs in the wake of family unification
carried out suicide attacks. Security needs won out
over civil rights (...). That was 18 years ago. The
security considerations, which seemingly remain
intact, now serve to conceal demographic consid-
erations — that is, preserving Israel's Jewish majori-
ty. (...) under the cover of security considerations,
the emergency order makes it possible to block
Palestinian immigration while causing grievous
injury to the civil rights of Arabs. (...) How is it that
parties that champion human rights and equality are
willing to lend a hand to Jewish ultranationalist legis-
lation that so flagrantly discriminates on ethnic
grounds? Coalition considerations presumably out-
weigh considerations of civil and human rights. (...)

any version of this law justifies describing Israel as
an apartheid state, with one law for Jews and an-
other for Arabs. (...)

Editorial, HAA, 20.06.21
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