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Preface for the publication of the
Fudan-FES-Forum on Gender and Development
9—-10 June, 2007

In June 2007, the Fudan-FES-Forum on Gender and Development
took place in Shanghai. It was a huge event, counting about 150 partici-
pants from all over China and abroad. During two days, thanks to nu-
merous highly interesting contributions, the participation of women in
development could be profoundly analyzed and discussed, including all the
advancements and chances which women have gained throughout the de-
velopment process, but also new challenges having arisen in the context
of modernization and globalization.

Gender Equality means that women and men have equal conditions
for realizing their full human rights and for contributing to, and benefi-
ting {from, economic, social, cultural and political development. It there-
fore means that society equally values similarities and the differences of
men and women and the roles they play. It is based on women and men
being full partners in their home, their community and their society.

The Fudan-FES-Forum on Gender and Development has certainly
valued the significant issue of “gender equality and women’s participation
in development” with the full weight it deserves. Positively, the confer-

ence counted also a considerable number of male speakers and participants
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— an important factor, since the struggle for women’s equal opportuni-
ties in all walks of life certainly needs not only solidarity among women
but also male allies.

With this publication, we would like to share the profound analy-
zes, considerations and findings about gender and development with a
broader audience. I would like to express my deep gratitude to our friends
from Fudan University for having created this important annual Forum on
Gender and Development and for having invited the Friedrich-Ebert-Stif-
tung to actively take part as a co-organizer. And I would like to thank ev-
ery contributing institution and individual for having made this event hap-
pen in such a big and dignified way. Our organization FES, a German po-
litical foundation dedicated to the principles of social democracy, interna-
tional understanding, peace and social justice — all of which is unthinka-
ble without gender equality — {eels very happy and honored to be part of
it. I am confident that the conference and this resulting publication will
give us — women and men in Asia as well as in Europe — the energy to

move on and further build a harmonious world.

Shanghai, April 2008

Katja MEYER

Resident Director FES Shanghai
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