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Don’t journalists still live under intensive self-con
with complexes of fear from treason, intimidation, cat-
egorization, and from the pressure of political alignment,
which ties their hands and almost transforms them into
hostages of the political and confessional, rather sectarian
structure, even of religion taboos and others?
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Most journalists

know enough about the
rights of the journalist,
but on the other hand do
not know how the files of
those who wish to affili-
ate to the syndicate are
studied




ournalism in Lebanon has been thriving for long
years; however, no party or institution has carried
out any accurate, comprehensive statistical field
study concerning various journalists” matters and
concerns on the familial, professional and legal levels.
As | scrutinized the content of the valuable study pre-
pared by “Journalists without Borders” on the situation
of journalism and journalists, | felt heartbreak for many
reasons. The first reason for that would be the feeling
that | was reading about myself at many stages of the
study... but what also caught my attention was the cau-
tion of my colleagues journalists in some of their an-
swers or their fear, not to say negligence, in answering
certain questions by saying: no answer or | don’t know,
which registered a considerably high percentage.
I saw myself single, my career having eaten up half of
my lifetime without me noticing.
| went years back, to when | was working as a teacher,
lawyer and journalist at the same time before settling
in one carrier | had initially come to from the door of
law.
| looked through my papers, contracts and notebooks
and noted that this carrier has not and will not ensure
any stability and that | am not affiliated to any of the
two syndicates of “journalistic democracy”, that no au-
diovisual syndicate could guarantee the rights of those
who are looked at as decision-makers or public opinion-
makers. | am not among those who are enthusiastic to
join festive syndicates.
I went back in memory to the years of war, raids, threats,
and assassinations and | remembered colleagues who
were killed or threatened because of a stance, an article
or a television episode, and | realized just how much
some of the public opinion is often ungrateful.
Before me are images of war, sounds of gunshots and
shells, the daily scenario to get to the radio station and
television, the sleepless nights covering tragedies of
people... | could see myself going out at dawn whisper-
ing the names of the last injured persons or of some
who were killed in vain ... for nothing...knowing that
only three hours of sleep await me before leaving for
another job to ensure my living.

While skimming the stages of the “Journalists without
Borders” study, the pages came though like a mirror...
We know a lot about the rights of journalists in other
countries, but do journalists in our country have real
immunity, protection, stability, freedom of opinion, and
financial support? Do they have working conditions
that preserve their human dignity and ensure them pro-
bity and tranquility so they can work with confidence,
impartiality, integrity and competence? (I don’t think
the answers rendered in this study were very optimis-
tic). Didn’t the study provide us with answers through
which we conclude that journalists in Lebanon are not
protected from the direct and indirect pressures ex-
erted sometimes by bodies, parties or politicians and
some other times by a government or even the institu-
tion they work for?

Did the laws protect some colleagues from the arbi-
trary expulsion they were subject to under many pre-
texts, lastly the global economic crisis?

Don’t journalists still live under intensive self-control
and with complexes of fear from treason, intimidation,
categorization, and from the pressure of political align-
ment, which ties their hands and almost transforms
them into hostages of the political and confessional,
rather sectarian structure, even of religion taboos and
others?

The list is long, especially when we examine in-depth
each section and each survey of the study. I, just like my
colleagues, live this reality.

This study came to shed the light on our situation and
to awaken some questions or maybe open some fresh
wounds.

Nevertheless, we should all ask one primordial question:
Amidst the conditions we live in: Do we still have the
pulse of journalists?

Are we still journalists?

Marcel Ghanem

Journalist




Introduction

Many studies have tackled, in one way or another, the
role of the media and media outlets in forming the
public opinion, guiding it and determining its choices.
Journalism has been named as the fourth power; how-
ever, with the evolution and development of societies
and technologies, it has become the power ruling over
different powers.

Everyone has discussed, explained and evaluated the
role of the media without looking into the situation of
journalists.

This study, which is the fruit of cooperation between
“Journalists without Bounds” and the “Friedrich-Ebert-
Stiftung”, wanted to be in charge of this mission in or-
der to know the situation of the men and women who
made this career on the familial, professional and legal
levels, hoping to get closer to knowing many impor-
tant details that define the role and image of the me-
dia in Lebanon.

What is remarkable in this study is that most of the
journalists dealt with it with caution and suspicion.

A high percentage did not want to participate and
those who participated made reservations concerning
several asked questions.

This actually shows imbalance, instability, fear of the
media institution where they work and fear that their
participation might threaten their source of income.
Just as participation is a source of information, non-
participation is a source of indications worth studying
and caring for.

Strengthening the pillars of an independent media is
one of the most important goals that the “Friedrich-

Ebert-Stiftung” seeks to support in cooperation with
active media institutions and influential official and
civil bodies.

Our hopes are high; Lebanon will be again a beacon
for freedoms and a model for democracy and plural-
ism that are based on values and concepts of true
citizenship.

Our hopes are high; media outlets and journalists
will be working hand in hand to build the culture of
peace and of recognition of the other not just toler-
ance.

Lebanon is still way behind in achieving security for
its citizens. Here we mean security in all its forms
and effects: on professional, social and health lev-
els. This way, each right holder can get his right and
each duty bearer do his duty.

We, in the “Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung”, support the
foundations and principles of democracy and the
values and concepts of social justice. We work to
strengthen Civil Society Organizations so they can
be active and maintain the pillars and institutions of
the country far from the policies of disharmony and
strife that destroy and don’t build, that hamper the
development and evolution we are all seeking.

We thank “Journalists without Borders” for this im-
portant achievement, hoping to have a free inde-
pendent media that depends on transparency and
credibility without any borders.

Samiy Farah—
“Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung”
representative - Lebanon
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PREFACE

This study is the first experimental attempt
to identify the family, legal and professional con-
ditions of journalists in Lebanon. But the desire to
undertake a comprehensive survey of all journal-
ists working in the media in all Lebanese regions
has not been realized for several reasons; the
most important reason being that only 1601 jour-
nalists responded to the forms that have been dis-
tributed. This means that a considerable number
of journalists remained outside the study sample.
This may be due to the fact that the study pervades
a new area that gives rise to suspicion or reserva-
tion, which drove the 1601 journalists to answer
many the questions under the form (no answer)
for fear of disclosure of a stance or of giving infor-
mation about their personal or professional situa-
tions. Perhaps future studies on the same subject
may allow overriding this reservation after jour-
nalists realize that the objectives of this study are
directly related to their different interests.

Nevertheless, 1601 is a relatively large sam-
ple in this field, although a significant part, as
we mentioned above, hesitated to answer many
questions asked. So the (no answer) was not only
used to answer personal information the journal-
ist doesn’t want to reveal to an unknown side but
also to give more general information related to
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the Order of Journalists or even to their career...

If it makes sense “to justify” not answering
questions pertaining for instance to the house
rent, the work of the wife, times of absence from
home, the impact of absence on the family, and
the political affiliation, what cannot be justified is
refusing to answer “the benefit from vocational
courses”, “observations about the Order”, and
even “the most prominent media needs”... This
means that non-response exceeded the personal
or family side (which is likely to lead to reserva-
tion), to the professional, political and syndical
aspects. In other words reservation was the pre-
vailing feature in the answers of surveyed journal-
ists.

This high proportion of reservation can be ex-
plained by the following matters:

- Lack of knowledge of the body collecting the in-
formation (absence of trust in its objectives), or
indifference to what it does.

- Fear of using this information for purposes other
than research and statistical purposes.

- Lack of desire to disseminate information on the
family and occupation, even if it was for research
purposes. What confirms this observation is that
the journalists refused even to answer, for ex-
ample, questions about the number of children,
the name of the institution where they started to
work, the year during which they started their pro-
fessional work, or their participation in the cover-
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age of certain wars, or their opinion concerning
the most prominent media needs... These are
issues that do not, in principle, affect a journal-
ist’s private life but they are general information.
However, the majority of journalists refused to
answer, which also indicates the increase of jour-
nalists’ fears to give any information whatever its
importance is...Despite all this, the answers to the
guestions in the form allowed identifying many
important aspects of the reality of journalists in
Lebanon, and this is the objective of the study.
Perhaps other studies in the future will be able
to overcome the obstacles we have mentioned in
the context of a comprehensive survey of all jour-
nalists working in Lebanon...

The form raised questions about the marital
status of the journalist, such as the date of birth,
social status (single or married), the number of
children, the work of the wife, and the number
of hours of absence from home. It aims at iden-
tifying the family environment in which the jour-
nalist operates. In fact, this is environment differs
from other professional environments because
the journalist works at different times of day and
night and might be obliged in many cases to stay
away from his family.The form also asked ques-
tions about the house rent, the level of expenses
on the education of children at school or at uni-
versity, what other family members such as the
father or mother the journalist is providing for.
These questions aim at identifying the extent of
the journalist’s financial stability in light of the se-
vere economic pressure the majority of people in
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different professions are suffering from in Leba-
non.

The other questions targeted the education-
al, professional and syndical situation of the jour-
nalist. For example the specialization he obtained,
the period of time that elapsed between obtain-
ing the specialization degree and the beginning of
his media work. The purpose of these questions is
to know the suffering of the journalist before find-
ing work. It appeared that a significant number of
graduated journalists relied on personal relation-
ships to find such work. As for the purpose of the
guestions about the reasons of leaving the institu-
tion where the journalist worked, the time spentin
that institution, and the period in which he stayed
without a job..., it is to determine the psychologi-
cal and professional stability of the journalist. This
is also the justification for asking about the reason
that drove the journalist to leave the institution,
and the reasons for disagreement with the editor
in chief... and the other profession he worked in
alongside his career as a journalist.

The questions that dealt with legal and pro-
fessional aspects were the luckiest in the form,
because they are the most important goals of our
study. So the questions tackled issues such as: the
number of vocational trainings in which the jour-
nalist participated, how much he benefited from
them, when and where they took place...to get an
idea about the usefulness of these trainings on one
hand and the level of progress of the journalist on
the other hand. The other questions concerning
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professional work missions and where they took
place and the coverage of the wars tried to shape
a clear picture to the greatest extent possible of
the capacities of journalists working in Lebanon,
despite the disparity in those capacities in com-
parison to the disparity in age and experiences of
journalists.

It was natural to ask questions about the re-
lationship between the journalist and the Order
to which he belongs in order to identify the na-
ture of that relationship. It was clear that most of
the journalists have harsh remarks on the Order
although they aren’t members officially or legally.
This was what questions such as the following re-
vealed: are you member in the Order of journalists
and editors? Why aren’t you affiliated to the Order
of journalists? Have you obtained rights or privi-
leges from the Order? Have you been exposed to
physical risks during your media missions? Has the
institution in which you operate given you com-
pensation or treatment? Was it sufficient? Based
on the hypothesis that the journalist is in need of
support and he is not getting it enough in his own
country from the Order or the concerned bodies,
there were questions such as: have you faced the
threat of expulsion for a political stance? Have you
obtained the required protection? Have you been
exposed to a lawsuit against you? Did your insti-
tution support you? Have you been affiliated to
organizations or syndicates out of Lebanon? Did
these bodies provide you with any specific sup-
port? What kind of support was it?

14 | journalist with bounds

journalists@journalism.com

As for the last questions, they were about
the position of the journalists towards their Or-
der, and about the most prominent needs of jour-
nalists. The answers have allowed us, despite all
the reservations mentioned above, to know the
important aspects of the lives of journalists and of
their professional and syndical reality as you will
see through data sorting and analysis.

DATA ANALYSIS

The It looks like the percentage of
Personal singles who answered the form
is twice the percentage of mar-
ried. It is clear that the young-
sters (215) constitute the largest
percentage of the journalists who ranged in age
according to their birth dates as follows: (173)
whose age is between 20 and 30 years old, (78)
between 30 and 40 years while those over 50
years old were (33) only. And (18) only were over
60 years old. So the biggest percentage of the
journalists belongs to the youth category.

Level

Even concerning the wedding date, it is clear
that the bulk of the journalists (41) are newlyweds
who got married in the last 10 years between
2000 and 2010. This percentage decreases when
going back in years so 10 journalists got married
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between 1970 and 1979, 23 journalists between
1980 and 1989 and 34 between 1990 and 1999.
This shows that the majority of those who an-
swered the forms are youngsters.

Married journalists live with their families in
the following manner: the average of children is
2. The husband is away from his home 12 hours a
day in average distributed between day and night.
Journalists consider that their absence first and
foremost affects them then their children and at
last their wives, although most of the wives work
especially in the education and the media fields.

A percentage from the journalists (7, 35%)
supports other family members (parents, rela-
tives) and spends between 100 and 900 USD
monthly because of this support.

The Most of the journalists (167)
Educational have graduated in the last de-
Level cade between 2000 and 2010,
while this numberis much low-
er for the past decades: (39)
journalists between 1990 and 1999, (30) between
1980 and 1989 and (16) between 1970 and 1980.

Most of the journalists have found their job
one to two after their graduation ... others waited
for periods ranging from 3 to 10 years. Most of
them got their job through a friend (in the same
field) or through a direct initiative from them,
while the percentage of journalists who got their
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jobs through job announcements or other indi-
rect means was low. This means that the personal
and social relations remain dominant in the provi-
sion of employment opportunities for journalists
in Lebanon despite all the tremendous develop-
ment in communication means and technologies.

What is remarkable in this regard is that the
high proportion of responses about the beginning
of the professional work was after 2006 (132 re-
sponses out of 211), while this percentage only
reached 12 journalists of those who began their
careers between 1956 and 1975. The percentage
increases gradually when we get closer in time to
1996 up to 2006 and beyond. This also means that
most of the surveyed journalists who answered
the questions are young. This conclusion supports
the idea that the age of the surveyed journalists
at the beginning of their professional work, was
ranging between 17 and 26 years.

A significant percentage of the journalists
were not enrolled in training sessions (127 out of
316). Those who joined (189) did so after 2004
(105 responses out of 189). It is noticeable in this
field that those who have benefited “a little” from
these sessions represented a high proportion (50)
compared to those who benefited “a lot “(69). As
for the answer “unavoidable”, it leaves the pos-
sibilities open about the usefulness of those train-
ings.

The sessions attended by the journalists in
Lebanon and abroad took place in countries such
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as Jordan, Qatar, Egypt, Algeria, Kuwait, Tunisia,
California, France, and Italy... meaning that they
got miscellaneous experience because of the va-
riety of the trainings’ sources and the countries
where they took place. The largest proportion of
those trainings was in Lebanon, followed by Arab
countries.

The percentage of participants in the cover-
age of field work outside the institution was sig-
nificant. So the respondents considered that the
most important work they have done is the re-
ports at first, then the interviews followed by edit-
ing, investigations and coverage of events.

Most of the journalists work in the written
media (newspapers 167 out of 311), followed by
radios (25), then televisions (24) and electronic
sites (11).

Instability seems to be a prominent feature
in the work of journalists. So the period of time
that the journalist spent in his work ranged be-
tween less than 5 years (134 responses out of
212) and 5 to 14 years (66 responses). In other
words, the percentage of transition from a type of
work to another is high. This percentage may also
explain the transition from one media institution
to another.

Moreover, it seems that “the other better of-
fer” is the primary motivation behind the depar-
ture of the journalist from the institution where
he works, followed immediately by the dispute
with the editor in chief. 60 journalists out of 171
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answered the question: “why did you leave your
previous institution?” by “a better offer”, whereas
the percentage of the answer “dispute with the
editor in chief” was lower (20 answers) and the
other reasons were various like: political, financial
reasons, closing of the media institution and oth-
ers...

The journalists avoided to answer the ques-
tion related to the time they stayed without work,
so only 51 of them answered this question. And
most of those who answered replied that this pe-
riod didn’t exceed 1 to 2 years. Perhaps the high
proportions of non-responses reflect two pos-
sibilities: The first is that most journalists have
not ceased to work for long periods, and the sec-
ond is the fear of the journalist to declare that
he stopped working for a long period since it can
negatively affect his capacities. What supports the
second possibility is that the percentage of those
who preferred not to answer the question related
to the period between their graduation and the
beginning of their career was high (938 no an-
swer), like the percentage of “no answer” to the
guestion related to the period they stayed with-
out work, comparing to other answers. Most of
those who answered said that this period didn’t
exceed 0 to 1 year.

Most of the journalists got, as supposed, a
degree in journalism, followed in order by a de-
gree in political sciences, law, Arabic literature,
philosophy, audio-visual, social sciences, econom-
ics, French literature, history, auditing, documen-
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tation, IT, and even architecture and education,
artistic design, sports, public relations, chemistry
and theatre...

For some journalists, it wasn’t enough, as it
usually happens with many university students in
Lebanon, to have only one degree or one major,
so some of them tried to get a second degree like:
political sciences, Arabic literature, audio-visual,
social sciences, French literature, English litera-
ture, administration, law, philosophy, translation,
dubbing... It is clear that most of these functions
can support directly those who want to work
in the profession of journalism like the Arabic,
French and English literature, and other sciences
like law, translation and other. This means that
journalists wanted to enhance their job prospects
by having more than one major, or they wanted
to expand their expertise through the acquisition
of new knowledge that allows them to be more
competent in the profession of journalism, espe-
cially that the journalistic work has majorly devel-
oped in the present era to become more in need
of social, linguistic, literary and legal backgrounds,
that are inevitable in today’s modern means of
communication or in the analysis methodolo-
gies. Answers to questions about the first major
also allow us to conclude that a lot of the journal-
ists came to the profession without a degree in
journalism or media, but from another major like
law, Arabic literature, philosophy, social sciences,
economics, history, auditing, documentation, ar-
chitecture, IT and others... which drives many to
think about the relationship between the major
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in the universities (journalism and media) and the
profession itself...

Most of the journalists found work after their
graduation from university. What supports this
answer is that a large proportion (128 out of 327)
began their journalistic carrier between the age of
17 and 21.This is an early beginning which is gen-
erally commensurate with the end of university
specialization (Bachelor’s degree). The answer to
the question: When did you start your career in
journalism? also emphasizes the high proportion
of young people among those who answered the
questions of the form, so the largest percentage
said they started work after 2006.This means that
the ages of those are between 25 and 30 years
if we link this answer with the beginning of the
career between 17 and 26 years old as mentioned
before in the relevant answers. But it is notice-
able that the largest percentage of surveyed jour-
nalists that gave answers concerning their most
distinguished professional work was not from
the youth. The majority of those journalists have
pointed out that most of what they have done was
between the years 1961 and 1970 (40 to 50 years
ago), while this percentage dropped to only 1 of
those who said that most of what they have done
was after the year 2001. Most of these profes-
sional achievements were in Lebanon and abroad
like Qatar and France, Iraq, Syria, Palestine, Egypt,
Iran, China and Bahrain.

The biggest percentage of journalists did
not participate in covering wars (179 did not par-
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ticipate and 121 participated in the coverage).
The journalists who participated often did in the
“Lebanese wars”, which were, according to the se-
guence of the participation’s rate: July 2006 war,
May 7, 2008, Nahr al-Bared, all the wars of Leb-
anon, April 1996, the Al-Agsa Intifada, the Gulf
War...

The journalists were not fully and only dedi-
cated to their professional work. Most of them
said they worked in another profession in addi-
tion to their work in journalism. It is certain that
the reason was financial, either because of the
low salary they get, or because they were not fully
dedicated in the institution where they work.

What are those professions that have ac-
companied the work of journalists?

Some occupations are linked to journalistic
work, such as education, translation, or work in
a library, and some are totally unrelated to the
world of journalism, or writing... such as account-
ing, restaurant, artistic design, sports, acting,
wedding planning, sales, public relations and oth-
ers... The duration of this work ranged between 1
to 3 hours daily, which confirms the financial need
for this second part-time job, while the main in-
terest and the biggest number of working hours
stay dedicated to journalistic work. Most of the
journalists have continued their parallel work for
about 5 years, followed by those who have con-
tinued for 5 to 15 years. The percentage of those
who lasted for 20 to 30 years with this work is the
lowest. We can assume that a large segment of
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those who didn’t answer didn’t want to reveal
this detail, because it may violate the terms of the
media institution where they work since it’s sup-
posed to be a full-time job. Some of may be just
shy to disclose their need of an overtime job to
satisfy their financial needs. Journalists worked
as well in previous media institutions for a period
ranging from 5 to 30 years, which is normal and is
related to the age of the journalist and the various
previously mentioned reasons, most importantly
the other tempting offer or the disagreement
with the editor in chief...

The The majority of the journalists
do not belong to the Order of
Journalists or to the Order of
Editors (28 versus 320). Al-
most half of them did not give specific reasons.
Others mentioned the reasons such as “unspeci-
fied reason”, “I’'m not allowed to affiliate with the
Order”, “I do not trust it”, and “my work is illegal,
“I didn’t try”, “I do not care”, “complicated pro-
cess”, and “the Order does not provide us with
opportunities or encouragement”, “membership
list is closed”, “the Order is bad”, “too late”, and

“I' will try soon”...

legal level

The above positions on the non-affiliation to
the Order, despite the diversity of these reasons,
push us to conclude that the relationship is irreg-
ular between the journalists and their syndicate,
which is supposed to welcome them as members
to protect their rights and defend their causes.
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What justifies this belief is that the majority of the
non-affiliated journalists seems to have no hope
in realizing this adherence and thus, did not make
any effort or did not mediate any one to get the
affiliation. Even the majority of those affiliated to
the Order said that they didn’t get any privileges
or rights from this affiliation.

Affiliation to social security in its turn did not
occur for some journalists (which are the largest
percentage) before spending five years of work in
the media institution.This means that they stayed
for so long time without any health security, oth-
er even spent between ten and twenty years to
achieve this. It is noted that the majority of the
numbers of covered journalists increased after
2000. It is well known that many businesses in
Lebanon registers their staff in the social security
but do not reveal their actual salaries so as not
to increase the percentage of the sums they pay
to the social security. Therefore, these institutions
provide a list of salaries for their employees that
are less than what they actually receive. So the
journalists were asked about this issue and the an-
swers were divided; those who earn their salaries
as recorded in the social security (99) are almost
the double of those who do not (44), while many
refused to answer (919). This abstention can be
probably explained as a desire not to reveal the
difference between the earned salary and the sal-
ary recorded in the social security. If the issue was
other than what was mentioned, the journalist
would have not declined to mention it because
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this praises the institution where he works and
the legality of the procedures it follows in deal-
ing with its employees. Given that the issue is
probably not like that (the salaries do not match),
and since the journalist doesn’t want to offend or
harm the institution he works for fearing of nega-
tive repercussions, most of the surveyed journal-
ists preferred not to answer especially that a sig-
nificant percentage mentioned the name of the
institution in which they work and their personal
name in the questions of the form.

In spite of that, most journalists refuse to
accept gifts (financial in particular) from the VIPs
or from the “sources” from which they draw their
information, or they write about in their articles
(212 refused to consider it normal, compared to
27 who approved it, and 55 saw it natural to some
extent). It is well known that this is a highly sensi-
tive issue in Lebanon after the big role played by
journalists in the defense of certain political fronts
and what was said about financial links between
some journalists and political figures or organiza-
tions, that led them to adopt the viewpoints of
these figures and organizations which is consid-
ered a breach of the conditions of their profes-
sional work. Therefore, many people do not dare
to accept the principle of gifts, knowing that this
matter may be normal in other circumstances in
Lebanon.

If most journalists do not belong to their
syndicate in Lebanon, they do not belong to asso-
ciations, syndicates or other bodies outside Leba-
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non either. The affiliations of few of the journal-
ists ranged between human rights associations,
the Syrian Order of Journalists, the Arab Order of
Journalists, the Francophone Order of Journalists,
the Union Association of distributors, the media
association and Artists’ Syndicate... so they gained
political, syndical and media support from them...
But the largest percentage said they got mor-
al support of these bodies. This means that the
journalists lack such support knowing that they
are supposed to get it first from their affiliation to
their Order to face the political, psychological and
physical pressure they are exposed to.

The journalists didn’t get exposed to a lot of
physical risks like direct injuries during the perfor-
mance of their duties. The majority denied the
exposure to such risks (205), while (76) only said
that they have been exposed to such risks, but
did not mention their nature or the injuries they
have suffered from. Most of those who have been
exposed to these risks denied that the institution
where they work has provided them compensa-
tion or treatment. Among those who received
compensation, half of them who considered it
enough and the other half did not.

Most of the journalists have not been threat-
ened with expulsion from the institution where
they work because of a political position. Only a
few have yes to this question (14) and few denied
this (12). The rest (184) tied the threat of expul-
sion to reasons from another nature they did not
mention. Because of the accuracy and the sensi-
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tivity of this issue in relation to the journalist and
to the institution in which he works, only two out
of 184 have answered, they said they had been
threatened for reasons other than politics, which
are the religious affiliation and the events of May
7th, 2008.

The threat A large portion of the journal-
ists confessed that they had

been threatened themselves
or a member of their families because of a po-
sition they have taken or an article they have
written. But the proportion of those who have
not been threatened is the largest.The highest
rate in the answers on questions about the type
of threat was for “death threats” and “physical
threat”. It is well known that this type of threat
is supposed to be the most influential on journal-
ists to deter them from continuing what they’re
writing or saying. Other mentioned threats are
verbal, battery, rape, expulsion from work, burn-
ing the house or the car, imprisonment, orpoliti-
cal tightening...But what is the most surprising
and serious are the bodies that threatened the
journalists. The answers to this question were
divided between official Lebanese bodies and
non official bodies (twice the number of the of-
ficial bodies).It is natural that the designated
bodies here are the organizations, the political
parties or the similar bodies in Lebanon. Perhaps
this explains why the percentage of journalists
who got protection from the political bodies is
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much higher than the proportion of those who
received the protection from a syndical body.

But, what did the journalist write, and what
topic did he expose to deserve this threat? The
answers were diversified and distributed between
report, article, elections, security work, Islam, pol-
itics, drugs, errors of doctors, Syria, Saida, etc...

If it was justified and acceptable that jour-
nalists get threatened in the years of civil war,
when the power of the state and its security and
judicial institutions went down, it is strange that
this threat continues after the end of the war.
Most of the journalists who were threatened
have answered that the pace of this threat and its
rate were higher after 2000, comparing with the
previous years between 1970 and 1999 (A very
limited number of threats).This issue can only be
explained in the light of the political and security
tension Lebanon has witnessed since 2004 and af-
ter the assassination of Hariri in early 2005, and
the split between Lebanese political parties on
internal and regional issues that followed this as-
sassination. The press has played, on all levels, an
important and direct role in dealing with this divi-
sion. Also every political movement in Lebanon
tried to attract the largest number of journalists
to its side... In an environment of assassinations,
strong division and security instability, journalists
became vulnerable to the threat of the Lebanese
formal and informal parties for various reasons
mentioned by journalists in their answers such as
writing articles or reports on the election or on

28 | journalist with bounds

journalists@journalism.com

drugs, or even about medical errors...

There is a difference between the threat and
the lawsuit against the journalist. A minor number
of journalists have responded that they have been
exposed to a lawsuit filed against them, whereas
the proportion of those who were exposed to the
threat themselves or a member of their families
was much higher (three times). Perhaps it’s be-
cause the threat is designed to prevent the jour-
nalist from writing again (without any legal right)
on any subject that can annoy the threatening
party...while the lawsuit means the legal recourse
to the concerned institutions to collect the rights
or to lift the abuse that the opposite side consid-
ers as wasted or attacked... and this is legitimate in
principle; unlike the threat that only means over-
riding the laws and intimidating the journalists.

Thus, the journalists were exposed to law-
suits filed against them, ranging for every journal-
ist between 16 times, eight times, and one time...
As for the reasons that led filing those cases were,
according to the answers of the journalists: Writ-
ing a report or article, defamation and slander, a
political position, a critical article, an accusation
of fraud, a tour in a military zone, about an Israeli
matter...

The institution where the journalist works
often stood by his side to face the lawsuit (More
than twice the number of answers revealing that
it did not stand by his side in addition to a few
“the interest was not enough” answers). This is
contrary to what it did in facing the threat the

journalist with bounds | 29



journalists were exposed to, when most of them
answered that they had obtained protection from
political bodies more than they got it from their
syndicates when they were threatened.

It seems that there is
a clear problem in the
relationship  between
the journalists and
their Order. The majority of respondents consid-
ered themselves not satisfied with the current Or-
der (132), adding to that those who said “it must
be changed” (67), against few (14 only) who ex-
pressed their satisfaction with the Order.

The syndicate
& the protection

What pushes the journalists to give this negative
assessment about their syndicate?

Answers were “Because it is corrupted or il-
legal”, or because “it has become outdated and
does not change”, or because “it does not care
about the needs of journalists”, or “it needs
to new members”, or “it does not protect our
rights”,or “it has a lack of evolution efficiency and
responsibility”, or “it is under political or religious
influences”, “and its achievements and activities
are few “ or “it’s not democratic”... Some con-
sidered that the Order “does not represent him”,
“he is not comfortable with the President”, “and
it is experiencing administrative problems”, and
“does not check the communication between
its members”, and “not a matter of concern”...

These negative attitudes against the syndicate
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may explain the answers of the journalists on what
they need: most of them mentioned “protection”
first, followed by “freedom of opinion”, “financial
support”, “job security” and “respect”... to the
support of the Order, the social security, the sense
of confidence and the continuous training...This
means that the problem of the journalists is ba-
sically the threat (physical and functional) which
supposes his protection by the syndicate. Never-
theless, the problem is that the doors of affiliation
of the majority of the journalists to their syndi-
cate are still closed for various reasons... perhaps
for this reason the majority of journalists does not
know (or does not care) what is “the commission
in charge of the lists”, which, as it is well known,
studies the files of those who wish to affiliate to
the syndicate, and includes representatives of the
Orders of journalists and editors and is headed by
the President of the Order of Journalists”...
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Most journal-
ists do not feel
stable in their
work and some
of them have
been subject to
threats and to
leaving the in-
stitution where
they work




SUMMARY
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From what preceded, and according to the se-
quence of the questions in the form, and the
answers we obtained, we can make the most
important following deductions:

- The percentage of single journalists is much
higher than the percentage of married ones.

- Most journalists are younag.

- Half of the wives of journalists work in the jour-
nalism and education fields.

- Journalists provide for a lot of relatives other
than their immediate family members.

- Journalists are the ones who are the most nega-
tively affected by their absence from their fami-
lies, followed by their children and wives.

- Most journalists do not feel stable in their work
and some of them have been subject to threats
and to leaving the institution where they work.
Some of them have resorted to other careers in
addition to their journalistic work.

- A large part of journalists participated in cover-
ing most of the wars that took place in Lebanon.
But some of them did not get enough support
or adequate protection from the institution they

worked for when they were exposed to injuries or
threat.

- Most of the journalists are not affiliated to
the Order of Journalists or to the Order of Edi-
tors, and do not trust any of them. Those who
are affiliated to one of the two syndicates did
not get any guarantees or important rights.

- Most journalists know enough about the
rights of the journalist, but on the other hand
do not know how the files of those who wish to
affiliate to the syndicate are studied.

- Journalists consider what they mostly need is
protection than freedom of opinion, followed
by financial support and job security....



Number of journalists who participated in the survey: 1061

Gender:
Gender Percentage lflumbe{' of
journalists
Male 56.83% 603
Female 42.70% 453
No answer 0.47% 5
Gender
u male
u female

“ no answer

House rents

Journalists who mentioned their house rent

journalists@journalism.com

Number | Percentage
71 6.69%
House rents in USD
Rent Percentage Number
Under 100 8.45% 6
100- 199 15.49% 11
200- 299 35.21% 25
300- 399 18.31% 13
400- 499 8.45% 6
500- 599 9.86% 7
600- 699 0.00% 0
700- 799 1.41% 1
Above 800 2.82% 2
House Rents

 wnder 100
& from 100 10 199
# from 200 1 299
 fom 300 10 309
& from 400 12 499

» from 500 to 599
u from 600 to 699
= from 700w 799
800 and above
Date of Birth:
Age (in years) Number Percentage
Under 20 3 0.28% Social Status
20-29 173 16.31%
30-39 78 7.35%
40- 49 49 4.62%
50- 59 33 3.11%
Above 60 18 1.70% Social Status Number Percentage
No answer 707 66.64%
Single 229 21.58%
Married 124 11.69%
Divorced 11 1.04%
Widow 0 0.00%
Date of Birth No answer 697 65.69%
66.64%
Social Status

msingle mmatried = divorced Wwidow mn0 answer

16.31%

aEps
-

from 40 from 30 from 20
40 mzn 2o

under
20

widows
%0
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Wife’ k . - .. oL
Heswor Would you mind mentioning your political affiliation?
Wife’s work Number of journalists | Per g
Works 66 6.22% P
Does not work 60 5 66»/0 Mentioning the Number of
— .. L . . Percentage
No answer 935 88.12% political affiliation journalists
Yes 44 4.15%
No 44 4.15%
No answer 973 91.71%

Wife's work
working.
%6

nonworking
%6

‘Would you mind mentioning your political affiliation?

Mentioning the political affiliation
ves ono
%4 %4
Times of absence
no answer
270 journalists answered the question about the approximate number of %92
hours of daily absence from home imposed by their current job, which is
25.45% of the total number of journalists.
Number of hours of Number of
N P . Percentage
journalists
1-3 2 0.74%
4-5 15 5.56%
6-9 95 35.19%
10-11 75 27.78%
12-17 76 28.15%
Above 18 7 2.59%
The percentage in the table above is from the 270 journalists who Why did you leave the previous institution?
determined the number of absence hours.
. Number of
Reason for leaving . . Percentage
journalists
Approximate number of hours of absence from home Dispute with the 20 1.89%
editor in chief .
Approximate number of hours of absence from home Reduction of the 14 1.32%
number of employees
Disagreement about 13 1.23%
the salary
i Another better offer | 60 5.66%
= Not getting th
w e O° getiing the 14 132%
Ip—— required guarantees
= 18 andabove Other 50 4.71%
No answer 890 83.88%
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Why did you leave the previous institution?

no answer
%84

—

disagreement with
cheif -in-editor
%2

reduction of
employees
%1
disagreement
didnt get the about salary
garantees required  mgreimportant %1
%1 offers
%6

other
%5

Other reasons for leaving the media institution not mentioned in the
form

The number of journalists who quit their job for a different reason (not
mentioned in the form) is 50. The reasons are the following:

Reason Number of journalists gg)r centage (out of
Cloglng of the media 3 6%

institution

Private reason 2 4%

Forb{dfiance of ‘ 1 2%

practicing another job

Loss of motivation 1 2%

Not mentioned 43 86%
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Other reasons for leaving the media institution not mentioned in the
form

not mentioned
%86

closing of the
media center
%6

private reason
%4
disallows another
job
%2

no support
%2

Are you a member of the Order of Journalists or Editors?

Answer Number of journalists | Percentage
Yes 28 2.64%

No 320 30.16%

No answer 713 67.20%

Are you a member of the Order of
Journalists or Editors?

yes
%3
no answer

%67

Reasons of non affiliation

320 journalists said they were not affiliated to their Order, 136 of which
determined the specific reason for that, i.e. 42.50% of them.

Reason Number of Percentage (out
journalists of 136)

Unspecified reason 13 9.56%

I’m not allowed to affiliate o

with the Order 12 8.82%

T don’t trust the Order 12 8.82%

My work is illegal 12 8.82%

I didn’t try 11 8.09%
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I don’t care 11 8.09%
The process is complicated 1 8.09%
or unknown
The Order does not provide
us with opportunities or 10 7.35%
encouragement
I don’t have the required 9 6.62%
documents
Non Lebanese citizenship | 7 5.15%
I am still a student 6 4.41%
membership list is closed 6 4.41%
I don’t mind 4 2.94%
The Order is bad 4 2.94%
Too late 3 2.21%
I will try soon 3 2.21%
Religious reason 2 1.47%
Reasons of non affiliation
religon cause
i will try soon
its too late
‘bad union

i dont mind
joining is blocked
still a student

non lebanes nationality

dont have required documents

union is not supporting

un known or complicated process

i dont care

ididntuy

my job is illegal

i dont trust the union

not allowed to join the union

non defined cause
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e Majority of the

jOurna|IStS do not belong

to the Order of JOUrnalists or
to the Order of Editors
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