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Distinguished Guests,
Dear Participants,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good Morning. On behalf of FES, please allow me to welcome you all to this second round of national
consultative workshops on the broader theme of building national consensus in Ethiopia. It gives us
great pleasure to partner with the Association of Ethiopian Historians (AEH) in addressing one of the
key elements in the ongoing effort to transform the political landscape in this country.

In these workshop series, we aspire to address comprehensively basic tenets of “Interdependence and
Interactions in Ethiopian History”. The plan is to initiate a high-level and deeply informed exchange of
views among stakeholders on the matter of consensus building and the all-inclusive political settlement
in the country.

It has now become clear that for a country like Ethiopia, with complex and diverse socio-political
traditions, the past matters significantly. Any attempt to move forward, therefore, necessitates the
proper understanding and contextualization of the factors that have been shaping proceedings in the
past.

We are partnering with the Association of Ethiopian Historians not for the sake of talking about past
irregularities or achievements in the country. Rather, the overall exercise hinges on the now and the
immediate future. Informing the ongoing political transformation process through the mechanism of
dialogue and other parallel initiatives is among the main priorities of these activities. In this regard, |
am sure that the FES-AEH partnership is going to bring about fruitful results in the next months and
years.

We are planning to avail the synopses of the presentations at the three successive workshop to the wider
audience by the end of this year. This way we make sure that the message of interdependence and
interactions within the framework of national consensus building would be properly communicated to
relevant bodies.

Before concluding my brief remarks, please allow me to thank the organizers, paper presenters, the
moderators and participants who invested time and energy in making this workshop a reality.

I wish you fruitful deliberations.

Thank you!
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7. Mi’iraamaa Mi’era NLA/ G injustice
8. Nagaa Naga aage Peace

9, Oduu Odu hG/mé News
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15. Jimaataa Jimato ocAQ Friday
16. Xinnaa Tina P47 Saturday
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