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Our New
€urope

'Our round table
debates will high-
light the issues that
matter to people and
determine the future
of our Union’

Rudolf Scharping
PES President

‘We must turn chal-
lenges into opportu-
nities. Without com-
passion and solidarity
we will never make
€U enlargement a
success '

€nrique Baron
€P Sodialist Groyp leader

‘Lessons learned by
€U countries are
invaluable for a
country aiming to
overcome 40 years of
communism. *

Milos Zeman
Czech Prime Minister

‘The €urope Debates

take €U to the People

European Socialists
and Social Democrats
will this month launch a
programme of round ta-
ble discussions across Eu-
rope on key policy issues
for the 21st century.

The round tables —
whose high level partici-
pants will include prime
ministers, European com-
missioners and other sen-

Picture a.p.

Scharping, left, and Baron give EU a lead

ior politicians — are to

tackle policy questions
such as EU enlargement,
mass media, the modern
welfare state and the in-

the aim of finding mod-
ern responses to new
challenges for Europe’s
people.

formation society with The series of round ta-

Challenge or Opportunity?

The impact of EU enlargement on jobs, crime,
farming and the environment will be among issues
addressed at the Prague round table on 5 May.

Czech Premier Milos Zeman, Foreign Minister
Jan Kavan and the new Norwegian Foreign Minis-
ter Thorbjorn Jagland will be among participants in
the talks at the Social Democrat HQ, Hybernska
7, Prague.

An e-mail link (pes@socdem.cz) will allow jour-
nalists all over Europe to take part in a press con-
ference given by the President of the Party of Euro-
pean Socialists, Rudolf Scharping, the leader of the
Socialist Group in the European Parliament, Enrique
Baron and Mr Zeman at 11HOO on 5 May.

Discussion sessions will include talks with trade
unionists about the social situation of employees
within the enlarged Europe.

The roundtable is open to the media through-
out.

bles — entitled ‘Europe in
the 21st Century: the re-
sponsibilities of European
Social Democracy’ — is
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The Players

The European Socialist
and Social Democrat
Round Table pro-
gramme is organised by
the Party of European
Socialists with its mem-
ber patties and the Par-
liamentary Group of the
PES with its national del-
egations.

The Round Table Web
site, which offers a com-
prehensive range of
documentation includ-
ing speeches, back-
ground papers and other
materials, is at http://
www.eurosocialists.org
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Czechs Heading For €U

By Milos Zeman, Prime Minister, Leader of the Social Democrats

Throughout history, the re-
gion that is now the Czech Re-
public has been at the heart
of Europe. One of our first am-
bitions immediately after the
1989 Velvet Revolution was
spelt out in the slogan Back to [
Europe, although only a few
people understood what it
meant. The public optimisti-
cally identified with Europe as
a wealthy neighbour with guar-
anteed social standards. The
picture was accurate — but the
supranational framework for
such success was not familiar.

In the first half of the 90s,
Czech Conservatives —the best
pupils of Margaret Thatcher —
portrayed the EU as merely a
free trade area: only Brussels A
bureaucrats, with strange s
ideas of taming market forces,
were trying to spoil the party.

We had to work hard to

All aboard: central and eastern Europe on track for EU

the only way to bring the
Czech Republic into the
family of developed coun-
tries is through full integra-
tion into the EU. Lessons
learned by EU countries are
invaluable for a country aim-
ing to overcome 40 years of
communism. The Europe
Agreement has always been
an important step to bringing
my country and the EU closer
together.

Our Conservative oppo-
| nents read the agreement as
| a trade deal. Trade is cer-
tainly a major part of the EU
agenda and playing it down
can lead to misunderstand-
ings. That said, an important
motive for promoting EU in-
tegration has been to safe-
guard the interests of all so-
cial groups. Our policy has
been to combine moderni-

counter this, pointing out that only
through regulation of the economy
can we guarantee sustainable
growth and a secure investment
environment.

By the mid 90s, it was clear that
the country had to pay for the po-
litical naiveté that had led to be-
lief in a special Czech way of pri-
vatisation and integration into the
world economy.

The notion of a free ride into
the modern world and lofty disre-
gard for other central European

countries, showed unrealistic as-
sessment of Czech ability to mod-
ernise the state and society single-
handed. The country had to reduce
its economic capacity, which in
turn was a major threat to Czech
ability to meet the basic Copenha-
gen criteria on the internal market.
In 1998, we won the election and
set up a minority government. We
have since been working to reverse
negative economic trends and to catch
the train of Furopean integration.
We have always argued that

following:

enlarg/index_en.htm

www.eumc.at

cU Web links

Web links related to the round tables and their topics include the

Czech Social Democrats: http://www.socdem.cz
Swiss Social Democrats: http://www.sp-ps-ch
Official texts on EU enlargement: http://www.europa.eu.int/pol/

European Council on Refugees and Exiles: http://www.ecre.org
European Monitoring Centre on Racism and Xenophobia: http://

Amnesty International: http://www.amnesty.org
Joint Council for the Welfare of Immigrants: http://www.jcwi.org.uk

sation of the country with integra-
tion.

Times change and people with
them. Today, there is a consensus
that accession is priority number
one for the Czech Republic.

European integration was
launched as a thorough moderni-
sation in which an efficient, dy-
namic economy is supported by a
sound social environment. Later,
with regard to the world environ-
ment situation, sustainable growth
will complete the Furopean model.

These political constants can
be sustained only if we work within
a stable political framework. The
variables are the ever-widening
scope of policy and enlargement
is one of the most topical.

The life and feelings of the citi-
zen are the quintessence of Social
Democratic politics. Given the
complexity of EU enlargement,
much remains to be said. In this
context politicians must also prove
their ability to listen to the opin-
ions of their citizens. We European
Social Democrats acknowledge
that we bear this responsibility.



Themes For
The Future

Young people and their
perspectives on Europe will
be to the fore on 1 July at a
round table in Paris at the be-
ginning of the French EU
Presidency.

Topics provisionally
scheduled for discussion later
in the year, with the names
of the parties involved, in-
clude:

The Mass Media and De-
mocracy, with the Italian DS
party in October;

Modern Economy, Mod-
ern Welfare State, Modern
Social Democracy with the
Dutch Labour Party and Ger-
man SPD;

Democratic values, with
the Austrian Social Demo-
crats;

Development co-opera-
tion, with the Luxembourg
Socialists;

Welfare in an age of
Globalisation, with the Swed-
ish Social Democrats;

The Information Society,
Europe and Social Democ-
racy, with the Spanish Social-
ists.

Round table to assess right response on the Left

A Hard Look at
the Hard Right
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EU fightback agains populism will secure the future

The Swiss capital, Berne, is to
be the venue for Europe’s first ma-
jor political conference on the
challenge of the remodelled ex-
treme Right since Jorg Haider’s
Party came to power in Austria.

The round table on 26 June will
explore links between the new
extreme right and Euroscepticism.

The talks are expected to take

'The curope Debates’
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organised by the Party
of European Socialists
and its member parties
with the European Par-
liament  Socialist
Group and its national
delegations. All of the
discussions are open to
the media throughout.

PES  President
Rudolf Scharping and
EP Socialist leader
Enrique Baron will be

Haensch - strategist

7 discussions and in en-
suring their follow-up.

An initial meet-
ing in London on 17
March, under the ae-
gis of the UK Labour
Party was held to dis-
cuss the Socialist and
Social-Democratic
social and economic
agenda in the week
before the extraordi-
nary summit on

directly involved with
host party leaders in preparing the

growth and employ-
ment in Lisbon.

frank account of policy-making
throughout Europe including an
analysis of best and worst practices
in the reaction of democratic and
progressive forces to xenophobia
and euroscepticism in order to pro-
duce recommendations for future
action.

The discussion will address:

e Populism, xenophobia and
nationalism throughout Europe;

¢ Migration and Xenophobia —
a critique of Furopean responses; and

¢ The responsibility of European
Social Democracy.

The round table opens at 13h30
at the ‘Up Town’ Cultural Centre,
Gurten Park, Berne.

Participants are to include
former Swiss President, now justice
minister, Ruth Dreifuss.

Ms Dreifuss and Socialist Group
deputy leader Hannes Swoboda of
Austria will present the conclusions
of the discussion at 19h30.

German Bundestag President
Wolfgang Thierse, Swiss Sociology
Professor Andreas Gross and French
publicist Claude Longchamp will
be keynote speakers.



By Jan Marinus Wiersma, MEP and Vice-President of the PES

There is a deceptive calm on
the EU enlargement front. Having
dealt with framework issues, EU
leaders are now bogged down in
obscure treaty changes.

People seem unaware of what
is at stake and what the overall
effect of enlargement will be.

Over time, candidate country
citizens must have social security,
sound jobs and reasonable incomes
for only with social convergence
will our common labour market
flourish. Without it we may need
to make transitional arrangements
for new members.

Crime and corruption are grow-
ing problems in the old communist
bloc. There is a fear this will spread
our way — and crime already is.

An enlarged EU will help
crime-fighters, because all coun-
tries will share the same values.
But there is an urgent need to
strengthen police forces in the can-
didate countries and increase po-
lice co-operation.

Corruption is a cancer that
spreads easily and destroys socie-
ties. A major effort is needed to
improve the performance of some
candidate countries. We cannot
and will not accept new Members
States that do not meet interna-

tional transparency$
standards.

These are just two is- [
sues. There are more.
Migration, discrimina-
tion, nuclear safety, ag-

“Candlidate country police must be strengthened.”

riculture or financial

questions — all must be debated to as-
sess problems and work towards solu-
tions.

Only in this way can we create
more sympathy for our fellow Euro-
pean citizens. Without compassion
and solidarity we will never make
EU enlargement a success.

People in candidate countries,
people suffer because EU condi-
tions require strict budgets and eco-
nomic restructuring. It takes cour-
age, especially for our parties, to
implement such policies.

Waning support from candidate
country citizens for EU member-
ship shows they believe the price
is too high. By forcing countries to
adapt their economies rapidly to
EU rules, we suggest that the FU
is no more than a competition-
driven, free market. This view is
reinforced by our insistence on
property rights, privatisation and
foreign direct investment.

We forget that the EU has a so-
cial market economy and cannot

that have taken place.

TRobinson@europarl.eu.int

How to obtain a regular copy of ‘The Round Table'

‘The Round Table’ is a newsletter published jointly by the
Party of European Socialists and the Parliamentary Group of
the Party of European Socialists in the European Parliament.

The newsletter will provide advance information about
upcoming discussions and summarise the key points of those

To obtain a regular copy of ‘The Round Table' please fax
Brussels +322-2849026 or e-mail the editor Tony Robinson —

be compared with the USA. Only
by stressing the social dimension,
can we secure public support.

Poverty lines are drawn differently
in the candidate countries. It will take
time and money to alter them.

Citizens of the present EU are
also beginning to hesitate. Some
politicians see this as a goldmine
for anti-Europeanism. We cannot
let them exploit that.

What belongs together, should
grow together. We prefer co-opera-
tion to confrontation. That is why
we want to enlarge the EU with
countries that are a part of our com-
mon history.
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Wauy of Work

The format chosen for the round
table discussions aims to ensure
the fullest possible range of con-
tributions from participants.

Long, set-piece speeches are
banned. Instead, two panel mem-
bers will be invited to open the
discussion with an introduction of
no more than 10 minutes each.

Three more panel members will
be asked to give brief, unprepared
reactions.

Then rapid-fire question and com-
ment will be taken from the floor.

Reports will be compiled after
every round table and published on
the Internet.



