
INTERNATIONAL TRADE UNION CONFEDERATION 
 
Swazi regime threatens unions over May Day 
 
Brussels, 30 April 2015 (ITUC OnLine): Swaziland’s dictator-King Mswati has threatened police 
violence against trade unionists taking part in a planned May Day rally in the major commercial city 
of Manzini on Friday.  Police have announced that only “recognised unions” will be allowed to 
celebrate May Day and said that they will enforce “law and order” at any rally.  The authorities have 
refused to recognise the legitimate trade union centre TUCOSWA as part of a blanket repression of 
free speech and freedom of association. 
 
Sharan Burrow, ITUC General Secretary, said “King Mswati rules with an iron fist, and anyone who 
stands in the way of the plunder of Swaziland’s scarce resources by him and his small band of cronies 
risks beating, arrest and illegal detention.  No form of dissent is tolerated in this absolute monarchy, 
and the latest threats against trade union members are typical of one of the world’s most oppressive 
regimes.” 
 
See also: 
 
Equal Times: http://www.equaltimes.org/remembering-swaziland-s-prisoners#.VUIAgJPD-DA  
 
Labourstart petition: http://www.labourstartcampaigns.net/show_campaign.cgi?c=2689  
 
 
The ITUC represents 176 million workers in 162 countries and territories and has 328 national 
affiliates. 
Follow us on the web: http://www.ituc-csi.org  and http://www.youtube.com/ITUCCSI   
For more information, please contact the ITUC Press Department on: +32 2 224 02 04  
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