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Russian Trade Union leader Valentin Urusov released from Prison 

 

Brussels, 16 March 2013 (ITUC OnLine): The ITUC has welcomed the release of Russian trade union 

leader Valentin Urusov from prison today. In early 2008 Urusov, a miner and trade union leader, was 

detained by the authorities, alleging narcotics possession. However, his arrest coincided suspiciously 

with preparations for a protest rally by workers at the state-owned Alrosa diamond mining company 

– a rally which Urusov helped organise.  He was sentenced to six years in a penal colony: 

http://www.equaltimes.org/news/valentin-urusov-a-trade-union-prisoner-of-conscience  

 

Urusov’s case was reported in a complaint to the ILO by the Confederation of Labour of Russia (KTR), 

supported by the Federation of Independent Trade Unions of Russia, the ITUC, and global union 

federations IUF and IndustriAll. In a November 2012 report, the ILO Committee on Freedom of 

Association explicitly requested his release. Earlier this month a district court decided to replace the 

rest of his prison term by an ongoing sequestration of 15% of his salary. 

 

Sharan Burrow, ITUC General Secretary, said “We welcome the release of Valentin Urusov, whom the 

international trade union movement has strongly supported during his time in prison. The release 

was result of the KTR campaign, supported by the combined efforts of the national and international 

trade union movement and the work of the ILO. It is a positive step that Russia has responded by 

implementing the ILO’s recommendations.  We should not forget however the circumstances of his 

imprisonment, and the ITUC will continue supporting the KTR in demanding reconsideration of his 

case. All the charges against him must be withdrawn”. 

 

The ITUC represents 174 million workers in 156 countries and territories and has 315 national 

affiliates. 
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