
INTERNATIONAL TRADE UNION CONFEDERATION 
 
Bahrain Bans Entry of Trade Union and ILO Observers 
 
Brussels, 28 September 2012 (ITUC OnLine): The ITUC has condemned the Bahrain government’s 
refusal to allow at least seven representatives of the ITUC, national trade union organisations and the 
United Nations’ ILO to enter the country to take part in the Congress of the country’s trade union 
centre GFBTU. 
 
“The government of Bahrain is running a campaign to vilify and undermine the legitimate trade union 
movement in the country.  Denying visas for international observers to the union Congress is 
intended to restrict information about what is going inside the country.  If the authorities think this 
will stop the global union movement supporting working people in Bahrain, they are totally 
wrong.  Our support is unwavering, and we will continue to tell the world what is happening in the 
country,” said ITUC General Secretary Sharan Burrow. 
 
To read the ITUC statement on the situation in Bahrain, see: http://www.ituc-csi.org/ituc-statement-
on-the-situation-in.html   
 
The ITUC represents 175 million workers in 308 affiliated national organisations from 153 countries 
and territories.  
 
Follow us on the web: http://www.ituc-csi.org  and http://www.youtube.com/ITUCCSI  
 
For further information, please contact the ITUC Press Department on: +32 2 224 0204 or +32 476 62 
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