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Trade Union Assembly demands real commitments from governments 
 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 14 June 2012 (ITUC OnLine): Over 100 trade union centres from across the 
globe, gathered in Rio de Janeiro for the II Trade Union Assembly on Labour and the Environment 
from 11 to 13 June, a few days ahead of Rio+20, have called on governments to undertake a process 
of profound change in all areas of economic life. Trade unions are defending the sustainability of the 
planet, its inhabitants and future generations.  
  
The final statement drawn up by the Assembly calls on governments to acknowledge that "social 
protection is a human right, in line with ILO Convention 102 on Social Security (Minimum Standards) 
and ILO Recommendation 202 on national social protection floors, and to provide, facilitate and 
extend social protection coverage". 
 
The Assembly's final document also advocates the introduction of a Tax on Financial Transactions at 
global level. The trade unionists argue that the revenues from such an initiative could contribute to 
the fight against climate change, to development and the re-regulation of the financial sector. 
 
"Enough talk! Governments must make real commitments towards change. Humanity needs a radical 
change of direction in favour of sustainable development. The trade union movement will be present 
at Rio+20, along with other social movements, to make this change possible," said Sharan Burrow, 
general secretary of the International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC). 
 
Read the Resolution:  http://www.ituc-csi.org/resolution-2nd-trade-union.html?lang=en  
 
The ITUC represents 175 million workers in 153 countries and territories and has 308 national 
affiliates. 
 
Website: http://www.ituc-csi.org  and  http://www.youtube.com/ITUCCSI   
 
For more information, please contact the ITUC Press Department on: +32 2 224 0204 32 or +476 62 
10 18 
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