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Tunisian Salafists Firebomb Union Offices Across the Country 

  

Brussels, 12 June 2012 (ITUC OnLine): Tunisian Islamic fundamentalists unleashed a 

campaign of firebombing trade union offices around the country today , as the Salafist 

movement challenges the emerging democracy in the home of the 'Arab Spring'.  Regional 

offices of the national union centre UGTT in three locations have been burned down by 

Salafists under the slogan "There is only God and the UGTT is the enemy of God".  UGTT 

regional offices were main organising points for the revolution to depose former President 

Ben Ali. 

  

Sharan Burrow, ITUC General Secretary said "Democracy is under attack in Tunisia today, 

and the Salafists have the union movement as a primary target.  There are grave concerns for 

the safety of trade union leaders, and others who stand for people's democratic rights and the 

rule of law." 

  

The UGTT offices in Bousalam were destroyed and its bureau in Bengarden were burned out 

in news just received by the ITUC, while union centre's headquarters in Jendouba in the North 

West were firebombed at 2am local time this morning. Political parties which have shown 

support for the UGTT, including the PDP, Republican Party, The Forum, and the Alwatad 

Movement have also been targetted along with courts, post offices, art galleries and even 

police. 

  

"The authorities need to move quickly to put an end to this violence, which has been building 

for some time.  The people organising these attacks have been generating a climate of fear and 

intimidation which threatens the very development of a democratic Tunisia," said Sharan 

Burrow. 

  

The ITUC represents 175 million workers in 153 countries and territories and has 308 

national affiliates. 

Website: http://www.ituc-csi.org  and http://www.youtube.com/ITUCCSI  

 

For more information, please contact the ITUC Press Department on +32 2 224 0204 or +32 

476 62 10 18. 
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