
INTERNATIONAL TRADE UNION CONFEDERATION (ITUC)  
ITUC OnLine 
 
Syria: Assad Refusal of Peace Plan Will Deepen Conflict 
 
Brussels, 2 February 2012 (ITUC OnLine): The rejection of Arab League peace proposals by Syrian 
ruler Bashar al Assad means that yet more innocent women, men and children will lose their lives as 
the regime clings to power against massive internal opposition.  The League had called on Assad to 
form a national unity government to steer the country out of the crisis. 
 
“More than 5,000 people have been killed, many more injured and thousands remain in prison.  The 
situation is bound to get worse, as the country slides further towards all-out civil war between 
reformers and a regime that has no legitimacy.  The international community must step up pressure 
for Assad and his entourage to step aside and a process of democratisation, with the development of 
civil society organisations including genuine trade unions, to begin.  The alternative will be further 
carnage and increasing risk that the conflict will spread,” said ITUC General Sharan Burrow. 
Syria is becoming more and more internationally isolated, with its latest rejection of the Arab 
League’s proposals, and the regime’s continued terrorisation of its own people during the recent 
monitoring mission, during which at least 600 more people lost their lives. 
 
The ITUC represents 175 million workers in 153 countries and territories and has 308 national 
affiliates. 
Website: http://www.ituc-csi.org  and http://www.youtube.com/ITUCCSI   
For more information, please contact the ITUC Press Department on: +32 2 224 0204 or +32 476 62 
10 18. 
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