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India: Workers’ Rights Require More Attention

Brussels, 14 September 2011 (ITUC OnLine): The ITUC is releasing today a report on core
labour standards in India coinciding with the Trade Policy Review of India at the WTO. India
has ratified only four core ILO labour Conventions. The report finds poor compliance with
international labour standards, especially with regard to child labour.

The report finds that the rights to organise, collective bargaining and strike are restricted both
in law and in practice and that thousands of detentions and arrests are reported every year.
The report reveals also that the situation is graver in Export Processing Zones, where
organising is even more difficult.

The law does not sufficiently protect children from forms of labour that are illegal under
Conventions No. 138 and No. 182. The report finds that even these laws are not well-enforced
and child labour, including its worst forms, is prevalent throughout India. Furthermore, forced
labour and trafficking in human beings are prevalent in agriculture, mining and commercial
sexual exploitation.

For the full ITUC report, please see: http://www.ituc-csi.org/internationally-recognised-
core,9698.html

The ITUC represents 175 million workers in 151 countries and territories and has 305
national affiliates.

http://www.ituc-csi.org and http://www.youtube.com/ITUCCSI

For any further information, please contact the ITUC press department on: +32 2 224 02 04 or
+32 476 62 10 18
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