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“Positive Workers Write!” Contest Result

4 February 2011: The International Labour Organization (ILO), the International Trade Union
Confederation (ITUC) and the Trade Union Confederation of the Americas (TUCA) are proud to
announce the result of the first everwriting contest entitled “Positive Workers Write!”

There are many stories of stigma and discrimination based on HIV status in the
workplace. There are many stories of workers and employers who reject those infected
and affected by the virus. However, there are also many stories of workers and
employers showing solidarity with their sisters and brothers who are HIV+.

There are many workers who can tell us how the workplace can be a place of
acceptance, friendship, care and support, a place where “decent work” means that all
women and men, regardless of real or perceived HIV status, enjoy productive work
under conditions of freedom, equity, security and dignity, inwhich rights are protected
and adequate remuneration and social coverage are provided. We knew that those
positive stories were out there, and we wanted to hear them.

The contest, “Positive Workers Write!” was open to all workers and employers in Latin
America. The main criteria was that the authors had to either be a worker/employer
living with HIV or a worker/employer who has reached out to her/his HIV+ colleagues
and made their workplace a better place as a result. The format could be a narrative,

short story, poem or any type of written reflection of no more than 1500 words.
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Message from Sharan Burrow about the outcomes of the ILO/ITUC writing contest for

Latin America "Positive Workers Write!"

For more information, please contact the ITUC Press Department on: +32 2 224 0204 or +32 476
621 018

The ITUC represents 176 million workers in 151 countries and territories and has 301 national
affiliates.



