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Israel: Killings at Sea an Outrage

Brussels, 31 May 2010 (ITUC OnLine): The ITUC condemns the killing of as many as 19
persons in a boat convoy headed for Gaza today, and the wounding of many more, as an
outrage. A full, open and independent enquiry is needed to establish the precise details of
what took place when Israeli soldiers boarded vessels in the convoy, which was organised to
bring supplies to Gaza. Those responsible for violations of international law must be brought
to justice.

The ITUC expresses its deepest condolences to the families of those who lost their lives, and
its hope that all those injured will fully recover.

“This appalling development underlines once again that violence and confrontation will not
bring peace and justice to Palestinians and Israelis. The only acceptable way forward is
through negotiation based on commitment on all sides to renounce violence. Given that the
Israeli authorities have apparently said that the supplies in the convoy will in any case be
taken into Gaza, the world can only wonder why this happened in the first place. In any case,
meeting a humanitarian convoy with military force is unacceptable,” said ITUC General
Secretary Guy Ryder.

The ITUC also repeats its call for an end to the blockade of Gaza, to help bring an end to the
ongoing humanitarian crisis there.

The ITUC represents 176 million workers in 155 countries and territories and has 312
national affiliates. http://www.ituc-csi.org http://www.youtube.com/ITUCCSI

For more information, please contact the ITUC Press Department on: +32 2 224 0204 or +32
476 621 018.
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