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Get the World to Work - Trade Unions Mobilise Around the Globe on 7
October, World Day for Decent Work

Brussels, 7 October (ITUC OnLine): Trade unions in more than 100
countries, from the eastern Pacific to the west coast of the Americas,

are mobilising on 7 October to tackle the global economic and employment
crisis and demand fundamental reform of the world economy.
Organisations from more than 100 countries have already posted
information on their events onto the special website http://www.wddw.org

Live internet coverage of the activities around the world, including

videos, photographs and messages from events in every continent, is

being broadcast on the website, which will be updated via a 24-hour live
feed. Large-scale mobilisations are taking place in several countries

while events elsewhere will include public rallies and workplace

meetings, demonstrations in front of national parliaments, concerts,

trade union member-to-member contacts in person and by phone and email,
seminars involving trade unionists, academics and politicians and public
events in city squares and other venues.

On a video message http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1U_ WQIJgT30, ITUC
General Secretary Guy Ryder insists "that governments make a decisive
and fundamental change in direction: away from the policies which have
caused the deepest recession in 70 years, allowing a small minority to
amass vast wealth at the expense of working people's jobs, security and
incomes, while hundreds of millions of people remain locked in absolute
poverty."

The world's trade union movement has described the results of the
Pittsburgh G20 Summit as representing progress on the outcome of the
April Summit in London, but has warned against complacency and
highlighted crucial areas where little or no progress has been made.

"The current challenges that the world is facing cannot be used as an
excuse to threaten and weaken internationally recognised labor
standards. We must reverse the trend towards precarious work and
insecurity, and continue to confront violations of workers' rights
wherever they happen,” said Ryder.

A new ITUC report released to mark the World Day for Decent Work, The
Path to Recovery, How employment is central to ending the global crisis
http://www.ituc-csi.org/IMG/pdf/Finacial_crisis_EN-final.pdf , describes
how in response to the global economic crisis, the worst since the Great
Depression with tens of millions of jobs disappearing, the economy must
be built on social justice and environmental sustainability, respect for
internationally-recognised workers' rights, effective financial

regulation and global governance which puts people first.

"This 7 October trade unions are raising their voices across the
continents, to keep up the pressure for fundamental change, for justice



and equity. They face tremendous resistance from those who have
profited from the exploitation of others in the past. Trade unions are
determined to confront and defeat that resistance, and to ensure that
governments everywhere get the message that they must deliver the
results that working people demand,” Ryder concluded.

See also: http://www.qglobal-unions.org/spip.php?article253

The ITUC represents 170 million workers in 157 countries and territories
and has 312 national affiliates. http://www.ituc-csi.org y
http://www.youtube.com/ITUCCSI
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