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Africa-EU Strategy - What Happened to Decent Work? 
 
Brussels, 28 April 2008 (ITUC OnLine): As the European Union-Africa 
Ministerial "Troika" meets today in Luxembourg, the ITUC and the 
European TUC have called again for the inclusion of labour issues in the 
discussions on the Africa-EU Strategy. 
 
"The appeal made by the trade unions at the Summit in Lisbon in 2007 has 
not been taken into account by those negotiating the strategy.  Ignoring 
the message from the union movement would be all the more unacceptable 
in the current crisis.  The promotion and protection of decent work is 
clearly one of the key responses to this crisis," said ITUC General 
Secretary Guy Ryder. 
 
In February last year, the ITUC, ITUC-Africa and the ETUC adopted a 
common trade union position on the EU-Africa strategy, arising from an 
EU-Africa Trade Union Summit in Lisbon in October 2007.  This position, 
including a call for trade union participation in the EU-Africa process 
itself, was then put forward to the meeting of heads of state and 
government which also took place in Lisbon. 
 
 
Trade Union Statement UE - Africa Summit, April 2009: 
http://www.ituc-csi.org/IMG/pdf/2009-02-EU_Africa_Strategy.pdf  
 
Trade Union Statement UE - Africa, October 2007: 
http://www.ituc-csi.org/IMG/pdf/Trade_Union_Declaration_to_the_EU-Africa  
_Summit.pdf 
 
The ITUC represents 170 million workers in 312 affiliated national 
organisations from 157 countries and territories. 
http://www.ituc-csi.org http://www.youtube.com/ITUCCSI  
 
For more information please contact the ITUC Press Department on: +32 2 
224 0204 or +32 476 621 018 
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