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Guatemala: violence continues with the murder of two more trade unionists

Brussels, 15 February 2007 (ITUC OnLine): Two trade unionists were murdered on 6 February in
Guatemala. Walter Anibal Ixcaquic Mendoza and Norma Sente de Ixcaquic were members of the Frente
Nacional de Vendedores de Guatemala, affiliated to the Federacion Sindical de Trabajadores
Independientes (FESTRI) and the CGT. The International Trade Union Confederation once again strongly
condemns these murders, which have sent into mourning Guatemalan families, the national trade union
movement, and the whole trade union family at regional and international level.

It is not the first time that the ITUC has denounced antiunion violence in Guatemala. Just two weeks ago a
joint delegation of representatives from the International Transport Federations (ITF) and the ITUC
travelled to Guatemala to press the authorities to clear up the murder of the port union (STEPQ) leader,
Pedro Zamora Alvarez, who was killed on 15 January (see: http://www.ituc-csi.org/spip.php?article696). In
an official complaint lodged with the International Labour Organisation, the ITF and the ITUC demanded a
full investigation into the murder of Zamora.

Guatemala is a currently a country where there is no rule of law, where the vilest of crimes are committed
with total impunity, and where the public powers responsible for resolving them do nothing to ensure
respect for the law protecting the safety and the lives of Guatemala's citizens. More than 6,000 people
were murdered in 2006.

The ITUC once again calls on the Guatemalan authorities to carry out an exhaustive investigation into
these new crimes, to arrest those responsible, and bring them to justice (http://www.ituc-
csi.org/IMG/pdf/carta_asesinato_cos_FESTRI_Guatemala__2_.pdf). Failing that, the ITUC will be obliged
to file another complaint with the International Labour Organisation.

Founded on 1 November 2006, the ITUC represents 168 million workers in 153 countries and territories
and has 304 national affiliates.

Website: http://www.ituc-csi.org
For more information, please contact the ITUC Press Department on +32 2 224 0210 or +32 476 621 018.

You are currently subscribed to ituc-online as: Rainer.Gries@fes.de
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-ituc-online-333432T @forum.ituc-csi.org




