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OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES:
FROM BAD TO WORSE

The WCL Confederal Board, assembled in Brus-
sels on 22-26 April, passed a resolution in soli-
darity with the Palestinian workers and peo-
ple. In view of the brutal military escalation,
the WCL demands ‘the immediate and perma-
nent withdrawal of the Israeli armed forces and
the restitution of the full sovereignty over the
occupied Arab territories to the legitimate au-
thorities ’. The WCL reiterates its ‘solidarity with
the workers and the people of Palestine and
with the Palestine General Federation of Trade
Unions, legitimate representative of the inter-
ests …of the workers ’. In conclusion, the WCL
demands ‘the ILO to intensify its action in the
region in order to ensure the full exercise of
the rights of the Palestinian workers ’.
The International Labour Organisation, for its
part, has not remained inactive. At the 90th ses-
sion of the International Labour Conference, on
3-20 June, ILO Director General Juan Somavia
will present a report on the situation of the
workers in the occupied Arab territories. This
report, based on the findings of an ILO mission
in these territories, makes mention of ‘the al-
most complete socio-economic disintegration
the conflict has caused in the occupied territo-
ries, and of the profound humanitarian crisis
affecting the Palestinian families ’. In its con-
clusions, the ILO ‘calls for immediate meas-
ures and responses and for a reinforced me-
dium-term technical co-operation programme.
The gradual removal of the cordon would ease
considerably the terrible situation facing the
Palestinian workers and their families. Also
measures favouring the resumption of work by
the Palestinian workers in Israel would reduce
the dreadful rate of unemployment.’

ANNUAL REPORT
ON WORKERS’ RIGHTS 2002

Like every year on the occasion of the Interna-
tional Labour Conference in Geneva, the WCL
has published its Annual Report on Workers’
Rights, entitled Work in the Informal Sector:
a Chance, a Risk, a Challenge.
According to the Report, ‘the so-called infor-
mal sector provides jobs, resources and means
of subsistence to millions of workers – and
their families – who, without it, would be de-
prived of them. This is undeniably a fact to be
respected and appreciated, even if these jobs
fail to observe the usual rules of the employer-
worker relation’. Thus, the informal economy
workers are not protected by any regulation,
which leaves them particularly vulnerable to all
kinds of abuses.

The workers in this sector are either self-em-
ployed or part of a – in some cases family –
micro company. This makes it particularly dif-
ficult for trade unions to do their job. Inciden-
tally, solidarity systems do exist in this sec-
tor. That is why the WCL and its affiliates are
in favour of structuring the informal sector work-
ers in a way that takes account of the specific
features of this sector, without wanting to in-
troduce at any cost the model in place for the
classic wage earners: ‘Rather than creating
something new, it is no doubt in the first place
a matter of amplifying what exists already and
is in many cases of a “micro” nature, while tack-
ling the overall mechanisms that drive so many
people to so-called informal jobs’.
The Report is available in English, French and
Spanish.

THE ASIAN
TRANSPORT FEDERATION IS BORN

The newborn Asian Transport Federation (ATF)
held its Constitutive Congress in Bangkok, Thai-
land, on 16-18 May. Mrs Zachria Subagyo of
the SPSI, Indonesia, was elected President,
Mr Ashoke Bhattacharjee of the ICL, India, Vice
President and Mr Mukkadam Hossein of the
BSSF, Bangladesh, Secretary General.
Willy Thys, WCL Secretary General, Michel
Bovy, FIOST President and WCL Vice Presi-
dent in charge of Trade Action, and Jaap van
de Kamp, FIOST Secretary General, were
present in Bangkok in support of this new Asian
federation.

CLAT DELEGATION
MET PRESIDENT CHAVEZ

A delegation of the Central Latinoamericana de
Trabajadores (CLAT) has paid a visit to the Ven-
ezuelan President, Mr Hugo Rafael Chavez,
who reiterated that he condemned and rejected
every attempted  military insurrection against
the Constitution and the democratic institutions
of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. The
CLAT delegation demanded the legal recogni-
tion of workers’ organisations, reminding that
their legitimacy stems from the workers them-
selves. The government must set up a tripar-
tite dialogue: genuine democracy is indeed the
fruit of a political and social dialogue to delib-
erate on the serious problems requiring a solu-
tion, particularly the creation of dignified and
productive jobs, an integral social security
marked by solidarity, an equitable distribution
of wealth and the real implementation of the
international conventions and agreements.
The CLAT is always concerned by the Venezue-
lan situation, which is characterised by grow-
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ing polarisation and the absence of an – indis-
pensable – national consultation and dialogue.

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS
UPDATE

The Human Rights Commission of the CGTG
from Guatemala has informed us of the assas-
sination, on 13 May, of brother Alberto Benjamin
Ramirez Chavez, son of the Secretary General
of the FENASEP (national federation of civil
servants) and Executive Secretary of the CGTG.
This crime brings to the fore the situation of in-
security and violence that prevails in Guatemala.
The WCL has sent the President of the Repub-
lic a letter of protest, demanding an investiga-
tion to bring the authors if this assassination
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before the court and to punish them accord-
ing to the law.

Schedule of Activities
03-20 June:International Labour Confer-
ence, Geneva, Switzerland
14 June:Meeting of the advisory trade un-
ion group in preparation for the World
Economic Forum, Geneva, Switzerland
17 June:G8, Ottawa, Canada
17 June – 05 July:Seminar on The Social
Dialogue System in Transnational Com-
panies, IIWE, Ter Nood, Belgium
21 June:284th session of the ILO Govern-
ing Body, Geneva, Switzerland


