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John F. C. Harrison, Late Victorian Britain, 1875-1901, Fontana Press, London
1990, 263 S., geb., 5.99 £.

The Fontana Press has published three volumes on the social history of Britain. The first by
Professor Harrison (Early Victorian Britain) covers the period 1832-51, while the second
by Professor Best (Mid-Victorian Britain) surveys the years between 1851 and 1875. The
present volume by Professor Harrison (Late Victorian Britain, 1875-1901) completes the
series. This volume deals with England rather than Britain for the author has little to say on
either Scotland or Wales. And although most of the volume deals with the last 25 years of
Queen Victoria’s reign, the epilogue examines the challenge to traditional authority by the
militant suffragettes, the militant trade unions and the militant Ulster Unionists in the pe-
riod immediately preceding the outbreak of the first World War. A feature of Harrison’s
»series of vignettes« is his use of well-chosen quotations — novels as well as memoirs - to il-
lustrate the topics with which he deals.

Ever since the young Disraeli gave his novel the title Sybil or the two Nations (1845),
many writers in the Victorian age and many later historians have discussed the contrast
between the affluence of the ruling class in England and the grinding poverty of so many of
the workers. Harrison has much to say on this familiar topic. His first chapter is on »Pro-
gress and Poverty« and he returns to the topic in chapter 4 on »Labouring Life« and in
chapter 9 on »The Condition of the People«.

The book is divided into four parts. The first deals with the doubts of some Victorians
concerning the generally accepted view that material progress would continue for ever. Part
2 shows that despite the extension of the parliamentary franchise real power was still in the
hands of the upper classes. In Part 3 the author deals with decline of religious influence
while in Part 4 the challenge of socialism and feminism is examined. In a short book it is in-
evitable that there are gaps in Harrison’s survey. For example one would like to know more
about the temperance movement and the changing leisure activities of the workers. Harri-
son has written an excellent brief survey of the last Victorian age which can be warmly re-
commended as an introduction to the subject.

William Otto Henderson, Hemel Hempstead

Tony Mason (Hrsg.), Sport in Britain. A Social History, Cambridge University
Press, Cambridge etc. 1989, 363 S, geb., £ 19,50.

»Warum spielen die Englinder Cricket? Damit dieses so wenig spirituelle Volk einen Be-
griff von der Unendlichkeit bekommt.« Dieses Bonmot des australischen Premiermini-
sters Bob Hawke, einst selbst professioneller Cricketspieler, weist nicht nur auf die unge-
wohnliche Dauer eines Cricket-Matchs hin - es kann sich iiber drei Tage erstrecken —, es
148t auch erahnen, daB sich die englischste aller Sportarten einem raschen Verstindnis zu
entziehen weil}. Nur auf der Insel selbst und in manch treuer Kolonie versteht man sich auf
dieses Spiel, das Kontinentaleuropdern, zu denen sich auch der Rezensent rechnen muf,
immer ritselhaft bleiben wird. Nach der Lektiire des Essays von Jack Williams, einem Bei-
trag fiir den Sammelband »Sport in Britain«, der insgesamt zehn Sportarten vom Angeln
bis zu Rugby vorstellt, ist auch der Nichtbrite zumindest iiber die historischen Urspriinge
und sozialen Charakteristiken des Spiels informiert.

Ausgewihlt wurden die Sportarten mit der groBten Zahl an Aktiven und Zuschauern in
GroBbritannien. Populdre Sportarten wie Schwimmen, Badminton und Squash konnten
jedoch mangels geleisteter Forschungstitigkeit auf diesen Gebieten nicht beriicksichtigt
werden. Sie erwarten weiterhin ihren Historiker.



