INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORT WORKERS' FEDERATION

NEWSLETTER INDEX

ABOUT THE ITF - 1986

Activities No. Page
‘ITF and ICMA strengthen cooperation 1 1
ITF: Road safety week | 2/3 17
ITF: Border crossing problems in road transport,
meeting in Kiefersfelden, 13 to 14 February 2/3 17
ITF: Promoting the railways, ITF Railwaymen's Section .

S Transport Policy Sub-Committee meeting in Brussels,
4 to 5 March 2/3 17
ITF Flight Deck Technical Committee meets in London, .
5 February ' 2/3 18
ITF Asia/Pacific seafarers meet in Sydney 2/3 21
ITF seeks arrest of Hong Kong ship for back pay 2/3 22
ITF radio unions oppose dropping radio officer on
short voyages 2/3 23
Kenyan Labour Minister greets ITF Executive | 4 31
ITF mourns death of Swédish Prime Minister Olaf Palme 4 36
Latin America: ITF Regional Conference meets | 4 39
Legalise boycotts says ITF (South Africa) 5 44
ITF campaign: FPC to meet in London, 3 to 4 June 5 49
ITF Congress> | T 6/7 3
ITF Nigeria conference halted : i ; i4§ 6/7 4
ITF boatmen meet - 6/7 8
ITF Congress: Transport workers face the future 8 1
Fritz Prechtl: 15 years in ITF service ' 8 2




Activities (cont.)

Luxembourg leadgrs welcome ITF delegates
Report on activities

"Changes Facing Transport Workers"
Resolutions

United against Apartheid

ICFTU mission to South Africa

Section reports

The final session

Thank you FNCTTFEL

New Executive Board

South Africa: ITF unions act

South Africa: ITF support fund launched
Seafarers: ITF aids injured men

ITF cabin crew survey

ITF and Nigerian Government dispute rights

Spotlight on communications, Brussels, 17 to 19 November

and London, 20 November

ITF Latin American Road Transport Conference, 26 to 28

November, Panama City

ITF tells Europeans to work for road/rail links

Two new ITF rail fooks

ITF Rail week in 1988 '

ITF.Indian Civil Aviation Seminar, 14 to 16 November,

Bombay
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Personalia

Obituary: Hector Basteiro, General Secretary,
Argentinian Civil Aviation Workers' Association

Obituary: Raimund Kopfensteiner, Official,
Austrian Municipal Employees' Union

Obituary: Robert Lonati, outgoing General Secretary,
World Tourism Organisation

P P Narayanan, founder of the Malaysian TUC, steps down
as President and is declared Honorary President for life.
Continues as General Secretary of the National Union of
Plantation Workers. New MTUC President is Zainal Rampak

Fernand Decoster retires as General Secretary of the
Belgian Metal Workers' Union. Successor is Germain Duhin.
Michel Cossaer is the union's new Assistant General
Secretary

Jens Anker Engelbrechtsen appointed Acting Vice-President
of Danish TGWU (SiD) after Ib Schelde, who retires

Bill Gill Jr., President US Flight Engineers' International
Association retires and becomes President Emeritus. New
President is Alan Widdicombe ‘

Luciano Mancini and Sergio Mezzanotte elected General
Secretary and Assistant General Secretary of Italian
Transport Workers' Federation CGIL

Gilbert Mousset retires as General Secretary of Belgian
Public Service Workers' Federation (CGSP), and is succeeded
by Gilbert Tonnay

Ulrik Salmonsen elected President of the Danish
Locomotivemen's Association in succession to K B Knudsen.
New Vice-President is Ole Husted Andersen

Manuel Simon is the new Director of the ILO office in Madrid

Cliff Twort appointed National Secretary for Passenger
Services trade group of British TGWU. Takes over from
Bill Morris, TGWU Deputy General Secretary designate

Bill Whatley, General Secretary of British Union of Shop,
Distributive and Allied Workers' Union (USDAW) retires and
is succeeded by Garfield Davies

Obituary: Ethel Chipchase, former member of British
- Transport Salaried Staffs' Association head office staff
and TUC Women's Officer
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Personalia (cont.)

Albert Bousser, Honorary President of the Luxembourg
Federation of Railway and Transport Workers (FNCTTFEL),
is 80 )

Hans Freihsl, editor, Austrian Railwaymen's Union magazine,
retires. New editor is Rainer Mayerhofer

Bernard Olivier retires as General Secretary of the French
Federation of Railway, Technical and Supervisory Personnel.
Succeeded by Jean-Claude Desorme

Robert Strobl, second Vice-President of the Austrian
Railwaymen's Union, is elected to Austrian Parliament

Obituary: Harold Crotty, President Emeritus of the US
Brotherhood of Maintenance of Way Employees

Obituary: Albert Terriego, International Vice-President
and Director, Railroad Division, Transport Workers'
Union of America

Obituary: José Vargas, General Secretary IFPAAW

Roger Dekyzer is 80

Pierre Bruls elected President of Dutch Dienstenbond FNV.
New Vice-President Ben Van Zweden

Alphonse Caruana resigns as Secretary to Port and Transport

Workers' Section of Maltese General Workers' Union. Appointed

General Manager of Mediterranean 0il Fields Services.
Succeeded by Tony Zarb

Svend Fonskov, Chairman of Metal Sg¢fart, retires.
Succeeded by Poul Kolding

Johann Schmdlz, General Secretary of the Austrian Railway-
men's Union, is elected to national parliament

Christer Themnér is elected President of the Nordic
Engineer Officers' Federation, in succession to Frode Gross

Obituary: Ben Kok, former General Secretary of the:Dutch
Transport Workers' Union FNV

Obitﬁar&: Ahmadou Sima; General Secretary of ASECNA,
Workers' Union of Senegal ‘

Obiﬁuéry}’ Naarten Bolle, former General Secretary,
Public Services International ;

Obituary: ’Antbhio Janeiro, President, Portuguese
Office Workers' Union SITESE
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Personalia (cont.)

Obituary: Frank Cousins, former General Secretary,
Transport and General Workers' Union

Bjorn Bergman elected presigent of Swedish Supervisors'
Union SALF succeeding Stig Ohgren

Shirley Carr elected President of Canadian Labour
Congress, outgoing President Dennis McDermott appointed
ambassador to Ireland

Moss Evans retires as President of ICFE, succeeded by
Nils Kristoffersson, General Secretary, Swedish Factory
Workers' Union

Franz Hums is new Vice-President of Austrian Railwaymen's
Union, succeeding Erich Steinbdck

Bill Morris elected Deputy General Secretary of the T&GWU,
succeeding Alex Kitson

Jim Slater is the new full-time President of the British NUS

Robert Zehenthofer is the new President of the Austrian
Transport Workers' Union HTV

Obituary: Charles Blyth, former General Secretary of
the ITF

Book review: Jack Jones' autobiography

Graham Brothers, Secretary of the ITF Inland Transport
Sections, appointed ITF Assistant General Secretary

Obituary: George Chua, President, Singapore National
Trades Union Congress

Obituary: Elgar Ottesen, former Head of Information and
Journal Editor for the Norwegian Seamen's Union

Obituary: Karl Rebsamen, formerly Secretary to the
Rhine Shipping, Seafarers' & Dockers' Section of VHTL

Obitary: Erwin Plaumann, former Chief Treasurer of the GdED

Obituary: J Kastrup‘Olsen, Chairman of the Danish
Association of Ships' Masters

Charles' Blyth's family thanks affiliates

Eduardo Pena Alizanda new Director General for Transport
of the EC Commission
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Personalia (cont.)

Ole M Berge, Grand Lodge President of the US Brotherhood
of Maintenance of Way Employees, retires

Geoffrey N Zeh is new BMWE President

Mac A Fleming is new BMWE Secretary-Treasurer

Jens Anker Engelbrechtsen is new SiD Vice-President

Eli Seiding will be new Chairman of SiD's transport
group when Arne Kruse retires

Ernst Haar, ITF Vice-President, honoured with German
Grand Federal Cross with Star

Carmel S Consiglio resigns as General Secretary of the
Maltese General Workers' Union to take over as Malta's
new ambassador to the USSR. Succeeded by Angelo Fenech,
GWU President. Acting Presidence taken over by
Laurence Lautier

Richard Nolan is new National President of CALFAA in
succession to Larry Leblanc

Seppo Soikkelille,: active in ITF FOC campaign, awarded
Gold Medal of the Finnish Seamen's Union

Sam McCluskie elected to succeed Jim Slater as General
Secretary of the British NUS

Jack Otero elected President of the US Labour Council
for Latin American Advancement

Obituary: Peter Bahuwa, General Secretary of the Railway
Associated Workers' Union of Zimbabwe

Obituary: Elroy Robson, founder member of the Canadian
Brotherhood of Railway, Transport & General Workers,
and National Vice-President

Obituary: Heinrich Rake, former Chairman of the ITF
Fishermen's Section

Bernie Beyertt leaves the ITF

Obituary: Dr. Richard Miiller, former General Secretary of
the Postal, Telegraph and Telephone International

Obituary: Luis Somolinos, Honorary President of the FEIC
of Spanish General Workers' Union UGT

Obituary: Donald McDonald, former President of the
Canadian Labour Congress
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TRANSPORT WORKERS (GENERAL)

International

Legalise boycotts says ITF (South Africa)

ITF plans to promote public urban trénsport

Africa
East Africa: Unions review transport policy
Labour Economics Seminar, September

Health and Safety Seminar, August

Asia/Pacific

Inland Transport Workers' meeting calls for increased
inter-union cooperation

Inland Transport unions meet in Hong Kong

Europe

EEC: Deregulation will destroy public transport
Brussels Committee reviews EC Transport Policy

EC and Liberalisation

Fair road/rail coﬁpetition needed, ITF tells Transport
Ministers

Austria

Austrian rail-road success

Hong Kong

Inland Transport unions meet in Hong Kong
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ROAD TRANSPORT WORKERS

Americas

ITF Latin American Road Transport Conference,
Panama City, 28 November

Europe
ITF: Road Safety Week

Border crossing problems in road transport

Road Safety Action Week

Austria .
Mobile union organisers introduced

Austrian truckers get better training

Denmark

Driver fatigue cited in heavy Danish road accident rate

Germany, Federal Republic

Freight computerisation a threat to workers

Great Britain

UK deregulates buses

South Africa

South African bus workers' deal

Spain

Spanish union organises messengers

Sweden

Cab noise threat to health

United States

Study finds high stress amongst bus drivers
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RATLWAYMEN

International | No. Page
ITF: Promoting the railways 2/3 17
Rail unions back JNR campaign 5 45
Two new ITF rail books | 12 12
Europe
Future of railways discussed at Paris seminar 1 3
ITF rail week in 1988 12 12
Belgium
24-hour strike by railwaymen in protest at cuts in manpower 2/3 28
World Bankvwarned on Chile aid 10 5
France *~

t
UK/France: The “"fixed link" to be a rail tunnel 'l 2
"Flexibility" in French railways 9 - 5
Great Britain
UK/France: The "fixed link" to be a rail tunnel 1 2
BR admits sex bias : 6/7 8
One-man cabs on British Rail v | 10 5

India

Ihdian fail union celebrates 60 years 12 9
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RATILWAYMEN (cont.)

Japan . | No.  Page
Action day against railway privatisation 4 32
Rail unions back JINR campaign 5 45
JNR snubs enquiry v 6/7 8
Japan rail campaign 11 5

i
Switzerland i
Rail 2000 5 4 32
Turkey

Union rights still denied - Congress of Turkish Railway
Workers' Trade Union Federation : 12 11

United States

US rail pay deal 6/7 8
Courts back US rail union 9 5
US rail unions merge ' 10 5
Zambia

Zambian unions want Tanzam rail links strengthened -
Seminar, September 10 9

INLAND NAVIGATION WORKERS

Germany, Federal Republic

Consultative Conference on Rhine Manning Regulations
(Central Rhine Commission) 2/3 18

Rhine manning deal at risk 10 5
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PORT WORKERS

International

Fair Practices Committee meeting, London, 3 to 4 June 6/7 9

Dockers' Section Conference, London, 5 to 6 June,

debates new cargo handling methods 6/7 10

Higher skills but fewer jobs says ILO 12 15

Australia

Australian strikes as talks break down 5 49

Australian action cuts pension age 9 10

Canada :

Thunder Bay grain strike ends ’ ' 10 8
. !

Grain loaders' agreement 11 11

Government halts BC lock-out 12 16

Fijdi

Fiji union threatened : 9 10

Fiji and Vanuatu strikes suspended 10 8

Great Britain

UK dock jobs cut by 207 7 8

Malaysia
Port Klang clerks fired ‘ 12 16

Netherlands

Rotterdam stevedores' jobs threatened 11 10

Nigeria

Nigeria moves towards port decasualisation 11 12
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PORT WORKERS (cont.)

United States

New ILA contract in New York
ILA contract roll' over
Local deals in New York

US Lines threatens bankruptcy

Vanuatu
Vanuatu dock strike
Fiji and Vanuatu strikes suspended

Vanuatu strike threat lifted after ITF visit

SEAFARERS

International: ILO and IMO

IMO guidelines on ship terrorism

International treaty on terrorism gains support

International (ITF and miscellaneous)

Proposed ship registration agreement preserves status
quo says ITF

ITF and ICMA strengthen cooperation

UN Ship Registration Convention "total failure" says ITF
Ship hijacking: New international rules to be drawn up

International Committee reviews seafarers' welfare needs

Seafarers' Conference condemns UN Ships Treaty
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SEAFARERS (cont.)

International: ITF and miscellaneous (cont.)

New draft Seafarers' standards

ITF campaign: FPC to meet in London
FPC meeting, London, 3 to 4 June

ITF buys De Beer Centre, Rotterdam
ITF aids injured men

Shipowners want cut in ILO wage
Maritime job prospects bleak

FOC price war

Protests mount at Gulf deaths
Southern Africa conference, Lusaka, 21 to 23 October
Gulf‘attacks WOrYy Owners

Rich countries have lion's share of world fleet
says UNCTAD

ITF wage rate remains the same

High-tech distress system challenged - Seafarers' Section
Meeting, London, 21 November

Asia/Pacific

ITF Asia/Pacific seafarers meet in Sydney

Europe

North Sea accident risk
Euroflag call by Davis

EC- policy talks
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i SEAFARERS (cont.)

Scandinavia

Nordic officers' FOC pleas rejected

Argentina

Argentinian unions campaign for fleet

Brazil
Improved pay in offshore industry won after strike

Seafarers' strike brings major gains

France

ITF intervenes for survivors of '"Amina" sinking
French government considers new convenience flag
Strike on French flag switch

French seafarers' strike

Germany, Federal Republic

Talks break down over seafarers' hours

Seeberufsgenossenschaft resists pressure from government
to dispense with night watch on certain vessels

Seafarers' strike brings swift victory

Shell flags out in Germany

Great Britain

Union anger at BP's plans to end employment of tanker crews

Ships' pilots vote to join TGWU
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SEAFARERS (cont.)

Great Britain (cgont.) No. Page
ITF radio unions oppose dropping radio officer

on short voyages | , 2/3 23
Other owners ready to follow BP's lead 2/3 24
Decline in fleet continues ; 4 35
Ferry strike victory for NUS , 10 7
North sea jobs crisis | 11 8
Goodbye Red Duster! 11 9
Olaf crew seek wages 12 8
Greece

Strike threatened in Greek maritime industry 2/3 24

Seafarers' General Secretary attacked in his

office after strike : 4 35
Greek crew strike likely 11 8
Greek union fights government decree 12 1
Hong Kong

ITF seeks arrest of Hong Kong ship for back pay . 2/3 22
Kowloon Bridge aftermath 12 8
India

New Indian seafarers' group 6/7 9
Japan

- Japan FOC joint action 5 - 48
:FOC:.action in Japan 11 7

Japanese FOC policy 12 6
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SEAFARERS (cont.)

Luxembourg

New register plans

Netherlands

Dutch strike stops North Sea flagging out plan

Nigeria

Nigeria halts calls by state line

Norway

Norway drops look-outs

Seamen's union attacks Norwegian government policy
on flagging out"’

South Africa

South African oil embargo breakers

Southern Africa conference, Lusaka, 21 to 23 October

Spain

New register plans (Canary Islands)

Sweden

Ships' Officers join SALF

United States

Shipowners attack on tax changes "cry from wallet"
us unioﬁs unity talks

iTF Qnion sues US’government on FOCs
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FISHERMEN

Europe

EC Conservation

Argentina

Malvinas exclusion zone

CIVIL AVIATION WORKERS

International

Pilots back boycott action on terrorism
Airport workers should be consulted says ICCA

Cabin crews spotlight security (ITF Cabin Crew
Technical Committee Meeting, Madrid, 10 to 11 June)

ICAO calls for end to South African air links
ITF Cabin Crew Survey

TATA threatens Nigeria Airways

IFALPA names terrorist states

JATA moves against Nigeria

Asia

Asian conference on new technology policy, Japan, 6 to 7 May

Europe

European deregulation decision

EC aif policy talks
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CIVIL AVIATION WORKERS (cont.) o
r
Europe (cont.) | No. Page
EC Commission warns airlines 9 5
EC air policy 12 14
Australia
Australia bans South African air links ‘ 11 6 ‘
Canada » ‘ &
Pacific Western Airlines staff strike 1 5 i
>+  Union busting in Pacific Western strike 2/3 18 o
CALFAA joins CUPE 9 4
France ?
French air strike 6/7 6 :
UTA cabin crew strike 12 13
France: Olympic sack nine 12 13
Great Britain
CAA draws lessons from Manchester fire tragedy ' 1 5
Engineers and pilots link up 12 13
Greece
Greek government attacks unions 9 4
India i ,
Indian unions start signature campaign 5 47 ?
s
Indian aviation safety plan 12 14 !
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CIVIL AVIATION WORKERS (cont.)

Nigeria
IATA threatens Nigeria Airways

IATA moves against Nigeria

Pakistan

ILO slams Pakistan on PIA unibn ban

South Africa

Australia bans South African air links

United States

Eastern heads for showdown with unions

Safety fears over blocked 747 doors remain despite
evacuation test

Settlement at Eastern Airlines followed by takeover
bid from Texas Air

Employment Protection Rules from Airline Deregulation
Act now in force

Draft US legal protection for employees
Deregulation dream ends (People Express)

Eastern unions outbid Lorenzo

TRAVEL BUREAUX WORKERS

International

Europe still safe says WTO

Eufoﬁe

Europe still safe éays WTO
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TRAVEL BUREAUX WORKERS (cont.)

Denmark

Joint union campaign on behalf of members in travel trade

GENERAL, ECONOMIC & POLITICAL

International

Amnesty International highlights human rights abuses
International Trade Secretariats condemn terrorism
Unions urge priority for employment

VDU guide

No cut in jobless seen (OECD)

Union womén call for positi&e action

Trade union code on chemicals - ICFTU

Chemical menace to workers

Africa

Labour economics seminar, September

Americas

i

Latin American debt conference, Buenos Airés, September

Asia/Pacific -

Training key to development says ILO conference

Euroge

European unemployment

Chile

World Bank warned on Chile aid
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GENERAL, ECONOMIC & POLITICAL (cont.)

Finland . No. Page
Finnish private sector workers strike 4 40

France

French General Strike 10 2

French unions agree redundancies 12 3

Ghana

Unions opposé budget 4 37

Netherlands

Dutch unions call for new technology deals ' 6/7 5

South Africa

International Protest Week begins : 2/3 26
Legalise boycotts says ITF 5 44
South Africa: unions continue organising 6/7 1-2
Unions defy Apartheid 6/7 3
United against Apartheid ‘ ‘ 6/7 3
State torture of prisoners 9 1-2
ITF unioﬁs act , 9 2
Support fund launched | 9 2
Esau Rankholo detained ' | ’ 10 3
US adopts South African sanctions ‘ 10 3

ICAO calls for end to South African air links 10 4

Rankholo still detained 12 2
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GENERAL, ECONOMIC & POLITICAL (cont.)

Sweden
ITF mourns death of Swedish Prime Minister Olaf Palme

Swedish strike suspended

United States

US adopts South African sanctions

TRADE UNIONISM

International

Chile: International union movement stages '"Solidarity Week"
UN: Dockers' leader defends trade union rights

South Africa: Unions éeek.to isolate apartheid regime
Southern Africa Conference, Lusaka, 21 to 23 October
Solidarncosc joins ICFTU

Spotlight on communications

i

~ Africa
OATUU breaks up in acrimony

Labour economics seminar, September

Europe

Five new studies published by Trade Union institute

Chile
International union movement stages ''Solidarity Week"

Chilean general strike
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TRADE UNIONISM (cont.)

France

FO Transport, Railwaymen's and Maritime unions have formed
"Union Interfederale des Transports"

CFDT Congress

Gefmany, Federal Republic

Union movement united against anti-strike bill
0TV 90 years old

GdED 90 years old

Great Britain

Ships' pilots vote to join TGWU

Engineers and pilots link up

Indonesia

National Centre changes name

Ireland

New labour laws planned

Netherlands

100th anniversary of Dutch Transport Workers' Union

Nigeria

ITF and Nigerian governmenf dispute rights

Poland

Solidarnosc joins ICFTU
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TRADE UNIONISM (cont.)

South Africa ) No. Page ﬁ
Unions seek to isolate Apartheid regime 4 37 i
South African unions harassed . 5 44 v
Rankholo still detained 12 2
Sweden
Ships' officers join SALF 1 12 :
Tunisia

~ Government attacks on unions continue 1 7
Government attacks on unions resume 4 38
Government attacks UGTT _ ‘ 5 44
Turkey
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Turk-Is campaigns for restoration of trade union rights 1 - 27
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