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NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE ITF

ITF expresseos its deep sympathy with the people of India following
the cyclone disaster

Following news of the terrible cyclone disaster which struck the
Indian coastal stote of Orissa claiming meny thousands of lives,
the ITF cebled president Giri exproessing its profound sense of
shock. The cable read:

"The Internationsl Transport Workers' Federation expresses the
decpest sympathy of its moembers with the people of Orissa in
their present suffering.”

ITP Comnittec on Safety of Fishermen initistes discussion on
the proposed Part B of the Internetionsl Safety Code for Pigher—
men and Fishing Vesgels

The ITF Committee on the Safety of Fishermen and Fishing Vesscls
met in Utrecht on 26 and 27 October, primarily to plan the work
to be done by the Committee in respect of the proposcd Part B
of the ILO/IMCO/FAO Code of Safety for Fishermen and Fishing
Vessels in preparation for the joint meeting of consultants
from the aforesaid inturnstional agencies which is expected

to take place in 1973 snd ot which the ITF fishcermen's af-
filiates will be represevnted on the ILO prnel. Nine dele-
getes from five of tho seven countries represonted on the

ITF committee attended the ITF meeting, which was conducted

by H, Rake (Germany), Chairmon of the ITF Fighermen's Scotions
The International Lobour Office and the ITF Brussels Committec
were repregented through observers. A, Solander (Seotion
Secretary) attended on behalf of the ITP Secoretariat.

The Committee was &¢ble to deal conclusively with the bulk of

the gencral provisions and #the chepters on protection of the

crew and shipborne nevigational equipment, thercby pro-—

poging a number of amondments end additions to the exist-

ing INMCO draft which wos used as o basis for the discussions.
Union experts were asked to examine a number of questions

prior to their final consideration by the Committew. The
Committee agrecd thot edditionally to the existing IMCO draft
particular attention should be given to lighting of accommo-
dation and work spoces, protection agroinst noise, medical care

on board, saf¢ accese to vesscls, ship's sanitation and

manning and training and decided to give urgent sttention to crew accommo-
dation, radio equipment and de-icing cquipment at its next meeting.

In connection with the meeting of the Committee n visit was
arranged to a fishcery rosearch institute in the fishing port
of Ijmuiden, where¢ a series of lectures on fish prescrvation
was given for the benefit of the participants.



~110-

ITP gives assistance to the crew of the Greck-flog vesscel 'Antonis’

When the Greek~flag vesscl Antonis berthed in the port of Genoa
in August, members of the crew approached ¥, Giorgi of the ITP-
effiliated Italian Seamen's Union (FILI) in Genoa with a request
for assistance. Brothcer Glorgi went on board the Antonis, which
is owned by the Margarencia Shipping Company, to inspect the con—
ditions for himself, He found that the vessel was in urgent need
of repair and that the crow members were without money and wero
also short of food, In sddition, two mcmbers of the orew werec in
neced of medical attention. He also established that the non-
Greck mumbers of the crew were being paid ot rates which were
substantially lower than those stipulated in the Greck contract.

Brother Giorgi reported the crew compleints to the Greck consul
in the port, but he was unwilling to help, In an effort to ob-
tain a just settlement of the claims of those memboers of the crow
wishing to be paid off, Brother Giorgi then sought and obtaincd

a court order preventing the vessel from leaving the port until
such payment had beon e¢ffected. Dockworkers in the port agreed
to stop working the Antonis so that the vessel should not sail
before the restraining order could be issued,

Eventually, our represcntative was able 1o reach agreement with
the owners of the Antonis that crew mombers who wished to leave
the vessel should be repatriated at company expense. Somc of
the crow members accepted the offer; others managed to obtain
a Jjob. on one of the vessels in the port. The court is now
expected to issue a notice of sale in order to recover the

back wages which arce still owed to most moumbers of the crow.

1TF condaians police repregsion of striking Spanish workers

In recont weeks, workers throughout Spain have teken strike
action in support of their claim for improved salarices and
working conditions. The proscnt wave of gtrikes sterted with

o strike of Madrid building workers at the end of Sceptember and
has since spread to mining, automobile nnd bug workers in other
cantros. In an attempt to forcibly effect a return to work,
the Spanish aunthoritics have once again resorted o repressive
measures -~ striking workers have been firced on by the polica,
two workers are known to have becn killed and mony more heve
been seriously injured in these clashes. Hundreds of workers
heve been dismissed for toking strike sction and some of those
have been arrestced and are now facing trial for the crime of

' nggregsion towards the police forces', The strikes now show
signs of coming to an end, but the underlying cause, the cx~
treme dissatisfaction of workers with the effectivensss of

the state-controlled unions (or sindicatos) remains.

+ Se¢ ITP Newsletter No. 10, p. 108
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In view of the gravity of the situation, the International Con-
federation of Free Trade Unions hag passed a resolution insist-—
ing that the Director-General of the Intornetional Labour Office
wern the Spanish government of the serious comscquences of this
deliberate oppressive and anti-trade union policy and demanding
the immediatc release of arrested workoers, together with the
reinstatement of workers who have been illegally dismissed.

The resolution also calls upon the Spanigh authoritics to in-
stitute immediate proceedings against thosc responsible for

the shooting of workers on strike at the SEAT car factory in
Barcelona.+

The resolution assures the striking Sponish workers of the
solidarity of the world free trade union movement and of ite
support in their struggle for the re-estoblishment of funda~
mental rights and trade union rights in Spain, including the
right to strike,

In & cable addressed to the Spanish Minister of Lebour, the ITR
hos condemncd the police repression and shooting of Spanish
workers engaged in strike action in support of their legitimate
demands for improved living and working conditions, The cable
also calls upon the Spanish government to +take immediate
measures which would give Spanish workers the frecdom of
association and of industrial action available to workers in
ell civilized countries.

TRADE UNIONS

INTERN ATIONAL

International Metalworkers' Federation calls for concerted action against
multinational companies

The 22nd tricnnial Congress of the International Metalworkers!
Federation (IMF) mecting in Leusamme (Switzuerland) lost month
adopted a resolution calling upon its netional affiliotes to
give up some measure of their cutonomy in order to strengthen
joint union action against internsationnl corporations. The
resolution noted theat the power of national unions to respond
to large companies was being weakened in the measure that thesc
companies becamc independent of profits drown from any single
country, The IMP, the resolution stated, must now undertsake the
complox tosk of coordinating the movement of its affiliates to-
wards conccerted action.

+ & Spanigh worker, Antonio Ruiz Villalba, diced as a rusult of
injuries received during the disturbances at the SEAT plant
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CANADA

Conadian Railway Lobour Association pleads the case for publication
of 'acecident reports

At o reocent hearing of the Canadian Transport Commission inguiry
into safety on Canada's railweys, the Concdian Redlwey Labour
Association gave evidence in support of its argument that thosc
sections of the Reailway Act which prohibited the release to the
public of official informetion on train accidents were uncon-—
stitutional, The CRLA counsol reminded the hearing that, while
official ruports on railway accidents were marked 'sceret’ or
'clossified', full rcports on all shipping and nircraft accidents
were invarisbly made public. Cowmscl charged that the Cannadian
Tronsport Comwission had no right to withhold information that was of
vital public concern,

The CRLA bricf was opposed by the two major Canadiam railwoy conpanics -
the Canadian Pacific Rallway end the Cancdinn Nationsl Railwey - which
were represcnted at the hearing. Counscl for both railroads expresscd
satisfaction with the current legislation, which gave the CTC the legal
right to divulge information at its own discrotion.

The CRLA remains unconvinced by the counter-arguments advenced of
the hearing and is now determined to tsko its case to the Supreme
Court,

SRAEL

ettt e ant

Isrreli seamen's convention stresses need for improvoed conditions for
scafarers

At its union convention held last month in Haifa, the IT-affiliated
Isracl Sermen's Union passed & resolution condemning the lack of
agreed safety and accommodation stendards on a number of vesscls,
recently acquired by Isrscli owners and instructing the Secretaric
of the union to use its influence to prevent the operation of these
vessels in their present stote. The convention also appealed to

the Isracli government to coxpedite the passing of maritime legls-
lation requiring compulsgory manning of Isracli vessels by Isrecli
crews, thig meagsure to be introduced grodunlly but within a fixed
timo limit.

In respect of flags of convenience, the convention sdopted =
resolution empowering the Scoretariat to act with all the means
at its disposal in order to continue the fight ngeinst owncrs of
flag of convenicnce vesscels, in accordance with ITF policy end
under its guidance.
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SOCIAL AND INDUJTRIAL NEWS

AUSTRALIA

fustralian dockoers seck higher poy

The ITF-affiliated Waterside Workers' Pederation of Australia
has submitted = cleim for substantinl pay increcses (of about
49%) on behalf of its 18,000 mombers, The federation bages

its claim on the increased cost—of-living and an estimated risc
in productivity. It is also secking ~n inercasc in annual leave
from four to six wecks and additional sick leave of 15 days (an
increese of O days).

FRANCE

BiiA cmployees ot Le Bourget face threat to thoilr jobs

Woe have been informed by the civil aviation scetion of the ITE-
affiliated IPrench Transport nnd Public Sorviecce Workers' Federation
(FO) that BEA employecs orgenized by the Federation ot Le Bourgot
Airport ere facing rcdundancy ns a result of the decigion taken

by the British govermment to transfer the totality of tho activities
of BEA~Poris at Le Bourget to the new gecond~force alrline British
Caleodonian,

The Federation, which ie scriously concerned at this threat to its
civil avintion memberghip, hrs adopted o strongly-worded resolution
protesting ogeinst the proposcd toke—over by privete enterprisc of
the services proviously provided by BEA rsnd ogrinst the attempt
that is being medc, in violation of the fundamental principle of
the right to work, to deprive BEA workers ot Le Bourget of thelr
livelihood, The resolution also cellg for the utmost publicity

t0 he glven to ites contents ond reaffirms the detormination of tho
workers concerned to make overy effort to safeguerd their sofety
of employment.

The ITF has written to the Federation offoering the support of tho
ITF and ite civil coviation affiliates in its struggle.

French shipsg' officers step up their cempaign for higher selarics

Ships' officers in Frence have stepped up their five-onth—~old
compaign for improved saleries and working conditions . On

20 October, the officers increased the delsys which thoy hove
been opeorating on Prench vessels leaving port from four to sgix
days.

T ¥or further details of the coppoign sce ITT Newsletters Nos,
6, 7 and 10
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New collective ond beosic agreements are signed for German dock workers

The ITF-affiliated German Tronsport ond Public Scrvice Workers' Union
(OQTV) has negotiated o new one-year collective sgreement giving
Germexy's 30,000 dockers substantially improved rates of pay. The
dockers receive a 7.6 per cent increase in hourly poy on 1 November,
bringing the ratc to DI 6,637 (proviously DM G.16). Winchers

and stevedoros receive an additional incresse of 6.5 per cent.

The wnion hos also negotiated a new bosic agreement for dockworkcers,
The agreement, which comes into force on 1 Jemuary 1972, provides for
chenges in the systom of ewarding ammual leave, under which the minimum
onoual leave allocation is increased by 3 deys to 10 doys and tho
maxiiman allocation will be reached after 10 years' (ond not aftor

15 years') service. The agrcoment also provides for the paymont

of pssct formation benefits (vermSgenswirksame Leistungen) of

DI 156 in 1973, These benefits will risc to DH 240 in 1974

and to DM 312 in 1975.

GIEAT BRITAIN

British radio technicions stop up their overtime bon

Shore-bascd radio .technicians belonging to the ITP-affiliated
British Redio end Eleoctronic Officors' Union (REOU) have decided
t0 step up their six-week-old overtime bon becausc of the con-
tinuinﬁ;doadlock in their pay talks with two marine wireloss com~
panics’ »  On ingtruvctions from their union, the redio technicions
are alrecdy refusing to usce their own ceors for compeny businoss

end thoy will also refusc to work overtime in ovder to visit off.-
shore o0il rigs with effect from 15 Novomber,

The men arc seeking @ gix poer cent risc in basic rotes with effcet
from 1 October and o furtheor six per cent from 1 January 1972.

" British road haulaoge workers seck highcer minimum rotes

The ITF-affilisteod British Trensport ond Goneral Workers' Union (TGWU)
hos submitted a claim for a £3,50 inereasce in minimum rates for
Britein's 200,000 road haulrge workers. The claim, which has been
lodged with the industry's weges council, calls for o minimum rate

of £20 for o 40-hour week, togethor with an increosc in thoe overe
night lodging allowance from £1.25 to £2.75.

For details of current rotes of poy for heuloge workers see ITF
Newslettoer No. 9, 1970, p. 102,

T DIt 8,48 = £1
Teco ITP Newsletter No. 10, p. 114
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DALY

Ibolicn port workers stegu series of strikes

(%]

Italien dockers are currently stoging o scries of Z24-hour protest
strikcs in ports throughout Italy in support of their compeign
Tor o national agreemcnt governing the pry end conditions of port
workers,

WORWAY

e b ot

Norwny moves towards increagcd industrial democracy

Forweoy's Labour govermaont last month tebled o list of proposcd
amendnents to compony legislation which if imtroduced would make
for more active worker participation in the running of the com-
penies they work for. The government plrn wog first announced
by Odvar Wordli, thu Worwegian Ministor of Labour, to a recent
conference of government :mnd trade uwnion officials. The plan
involves changes in the lews rogulating limited companies, which
would compel all companies with more theon 200 vmployees to creote
'ocompany councils' with one-third omployee representation. Thesc
councilg would clect the company's boerd of dircctors snd would
have a voice in all importent policy declsions and the finel say
in any deoeision regerding major investment by the company or sige-
nificant changoes in the number of itg cmployeca.

The councils, o totally new concept in Norweglion company structure,
would comprise ot lcast 12 members and be elected by dircet sccrcot
ballot, Impleyecs would heve the right to choose thelr own re~
presentotives from among their own ronks. The remeining members
would be chosen by the shercholders., In the case of compenics
with 50 %o 200 employues, the govermment is proposing cheanges
which wonld give cmployecs the right $o clect one-~third - this

40 bo not less then two -~ of the members of tho board of directors
of the company.

In o pross stotenent, Tor Aspongren, president of the Norwegian
Trade Union Federation, has welcomed the governmont proposals
o8 boing in line with the viows of the trade union movement

on indugtrial democrocy.

Norwegian air troffic controllcrs call off strikc action

Morwegion air traffic controllers agreed to call off their strike
action last mounth after the government conceded thelr request that
s notbral chairman be appointed to head the five-man arbitrotion
committee, which is to decide on their pay cloim, The controllers
heve turned down o poy offer of (.4 per cont.

PERU

Poruvien fighoermen stage three-dey strike

Sorae 35,000 Poruvinn fishermen steged o three-doy strike at tho
beginning of this month to back up a claim for better pry, working
conditions, pensions and other social benefits.
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UNI{ED STATES

US shopereft unions win substantial contract improvemeats

Following protracted contract negotiations,+ four US railro~d
unions representing 90,000 shoperaft workers hove ratificd

o now contract which provides for a series of salary increasos
over the life of the 30-month sgrcement, Under the agreement,
shopcraft workers reccive a selary increasc of 10 cents per hour
backdated to 1 Januory 197Ll; an increase of 5 per cont from

1 October 19715 further incresses of 5 per cent on 1 April and
1 October 1972; and an increase of 25 cents per hour for the
final three-month period beginning 1 April 1973. In addition,
skilled shopcraft workers receive an increase of 15 cents and
unskilled workers an increasc of 8 cemts per hour backdataed +to

1 April 1971, Other benefits includoe improvements in in~
surance coverage, sickness poyments ond thoe poild leave allocetion,

The new ggreement has buon ratified by the International Agsociation
of Hochinists (an ITF affiliste), the Boilermokurs and Blocksmiths,
the Railway Carmcn and the Intcernationsl Brotherhood of Electriceal
Workcrs. The unions are demanding that the pey increases included
in the sgreement be exompted from the pay freczme currently operob-
ing in the US,

Still to be settled ore contracts covering shoperaft workers be--
longing to the Sheet Hetel Workers and the TMircmen and Oilers.

Strike of Hagt and Gulf Coast longshoremen continues

The strike of longshoremen on the Fast and Gulf coessts of the
United States continucs, lost affected by the strike has been
the port of New York which remains completely closed, The men,
who are members of the ITF-affilisted US International Longshorce-
men's Agsociation, have beon on strike since 1 October.-+

PERSONALIA

We congratulate our former president, Heons Dby, on his re—clection
a8 o Swiss Federal Councillor,

Our congratulations go to ITF president, Fritz Prcechtl, on his
eloction to the Austrian porliamcnt.

William ('Bill') A. Gill Jr. hos resigned from his post os presidont
of the US Mlight Ingineers' Internationsl Association.

Carlos Carstenson, assistant treasuror of the Denish Scrmen's Union,
dicd on 30 Sepbtember at the age of 51,

+ For further details sec ITPF Nowslettor Wo, 12, 1970, p. 136

++For further detoils see ITF Newslettor No. 10, p. 115
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R, Olavi Reilo hag beon appointed to the post of genoral |
geoerotary of the Pinnish Ship Bnginecors' Associotion. He
succeods finar Ik, |

Viktor Jfrgensen has been elected a membor of the uxecutive
boerd of the Danish Tromsport Workers' Union (DASF),

The following have been clectud as officers of the Dutch KLM
TMlight Fngincers! Association: president, L.F, v. laonen;
vice—~president, G.J. Sybring; scerotary, H. v, d. Land;
treasurcer, M.F, A, &ilGlls

FORTHCOMING MELTINGS

Flight Engincers' Technicel Committoc London, 10 Joneory 1972

Heeting (provisional) .
ITF Civil Aviation Scction London, 11 Januery 1972
Safety Committeo Meeting (provisional)

ITF Roilwaymen's Section Committoc
iccting Istrnbul, 1~3 Harch 1972

AFPILIATED UNIONS REQUIRING TURTHER
INFORMATION ON ANY ITEM IN THIS
NEWSLETTER MMAY OBTAIN IT ON REQUEST
FROM THE SECRETARIAT OF THE ITE





